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Successive Myanmar Regimes’ Horrendous Treatment of Executed Activists Families
By THE IRRAWADDY | 27 July 2022

The hangings of ‘88 Generation student leader and pro-democracy veteran Ko Jimmy,
former National League for Democracy lawmaker Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, Ko Hla Myo Aung and
Ko Aung Thura Zaw have marked another horrendous entry in the grim history of executions
in Myanmar.

Last Friday, July 22, Ko Jimmy and Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw were allowed to speak to their
relatives for the first time since their arrest via video conferencing at Yangon’s Insein Prison.
They didn’t know that it was to be their last meeting with their families.

Their relatives were not told about the planned executions, even though prison authorities
had promised that they would be alerted before the men were taken to the gallows.

They were hanged over the weekend, the first executions in Myanmar in over three
decades. Their family members learned about the executions only after junta-controlled
media reported the news on Monday.

When their relatives asked the prison authorities for confirmation that the death sentences
had been carried out, they were disrespectfully told to check the newspapers. When they
asked if they could collect their corpses or ashes, they were told that there is no such
tradition or law. The family members were also not informed exactly when the men were
executed.

Myanmar’s Political Executions
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A timeline of Myanmar’s political executions

The prison manual allows relatives to visit prisoners on death row before their execution
and to ask for the return of their bodies. The manual says that only if relatives or friends of
the executed prisoner do not ask for the corpse, should prison authorities carry out the
funeral. But in the case of Ko Jimmy, Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw and the other two men, the family
members were not allowed to retrieve their bodies, a decision made by the junta and
passed onto the prison authorities.
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In modern Myanmar history, only two political prisoners had been hanged by previous
regime until the executions of Ko Jimmy and the others. They were army captain Ohn Kyaw
Myint and student leader Salai Tin Maung Oo.

The hanging of ethnic Chin student leader Salai Tin Maung Oo, along with executions of Ko
Jimmy, Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, Ko Hla Myo Aung and Ko Aung Thura Zaw, occurred under
military rule and can be described as both extrajudicial killings and grave human rights
violations.

Salai Tin Maung Oo was hanged on June 26, 1976 at the age of 25 for his opposition to the
rule of General Ne Win. His body was not returned to his family. The then military regime
also detained his parents and three siblings along with him in Insein Prison, so he was at
least able to see them.

His parents were allowed to meet him the day before his execution, but they were not told
by the prison authorities about the impending execution. Immediately after their final
meeting, his parents were moved to other prisons. Salai Tin Maung Oo’s body was cremated
immediately after he was hanged.

Captain Ohn Kyaw Myint was hanged in 1978 for his part in a plot to topple General Ne
Win’s regime. He was executed without his family’s knowledge. Nor was his wife, who had
regularly visited him in Insein, informed that the execution was going ahead, according to
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s aide U Win Htein, who was then an army captain and had also been
charged for withholding information about the plot.

However, prison authorities said the family was alerted about the captain’s execution, and
his body was handed over to the wife and a funeral arranged at Yangon’s Kyan Taw
Cemetery.

In the history of executions in Myanmar, dictators have never shown any sympathy towards
the bereaved families.

But current coup leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing has set a new, infamous low for
treating the families of the executed with disdain. Far from returning the bodies, he didn’t
even tell the relatives the exact date of the executions, which made it difficult for the
families to perform the Buddhist funeral rites.

It is a traditional custom for Buddhists to offer meals and other offerings to monks on the
seventh day after the death of a relative.

Min Aung Hlaing’s cruelty has drawn condemnation around the world.

“These reprehensible acts of violence further exemplify the regime’s complete disregard for
human rights and the rule of law,” said United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken in a
statement about the executions.

“The regime’s sham trials and these executions are blatant attempts to extinguish
democracy; these actions will never suppress the spirit of the brave people of Myanmar,” he
added.
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After Executions, Myanmar Anti-Regime Forces Issue Joint Vow to Topple Junta
By THE IRRAWADDY | 27 July 2022

Myanmar’s civilian National Unity Government (NUG), ethnic armed groups and National
League for Democracy (NLD) declared in unison that the endgame to uproot the fascist
military had begun, in a joint statement released a day after the junta announced the
hangings of four detained pro-democracy activists.

In an unprecedented joint announcement on Tuesday, the NUG, its parliamentary body the
Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, along with the Karen National Union (KNU),
Karenni National Progressive Party (KNPP), Chin National Front (CNF), All Burma Students
Democratic Front (ABSDF) and National League for Democracy (NLD), vowed to fight the
regime on all fronts and by all means, unremittingly and with unity.

The seven leading groups said the announcement signaled that the final phase of the
people’s revolution against the regime had begun. Besides the groups, several People’s
Defense Force groups and other ethnic armed forces also announced that they will escalate
the fight against the regime to ensure the revolution succeeds as soon as possible.

Missing from the list were two of Myanmar’s other powerful ethnic armed groups, the
Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and the Arakan Army (AA). Despite the absence of their
names from the statement, both armies have assisted and fought along with resistance
groups against the regime.

The junta on Monday announced that it had carried out the hangings of veteran democracy
activist Ko Jimmy, former NLD lawmaker Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, Ko Aung Thura Zaw and Ko Hla
Myo Aung, for masterminding and being involved in the anti-regime armed struggle and
related activities.

In Tuesday’s joint statement, the groups said the junta’s hangings of political prisoners were
terrorist murders that were in total violation of the country’s laws.

“It is yet another unforgivable crime committed by the fascist military, which has brashly
been committing killings daily since the time Mya Thwet Thwet Khine [a 19-year-old
peaceful protester] was shot in the head in Naypyitaw on Feb 9, 2021, and yet another
reaffirmation of the brutal crimes long committed against the ethnic minorities,” they said.

“We hereby call on all political parties, revolutionary forces, and all those at home and
abroad to cooperate with us and unitedly root out this fascist system,” the statement reads.

The groups also called on foreign countries and international organizations to take concrete
action against the terrorist regime, saying it has continually proved its determination to
reject peaceful solutions, and called for practical support for the people of Myanmar and
revolutionary forces.
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The Myanmar junta has killed at least 2,123 people including children, students, activists,
elected lawmakers, medics and peaceful protesters in its terror campaign against the entire
population and arrested more than 148,000 people as of July 26, according to rights group
the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners.

The country’s elected leaders State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, President U Win
Myint, chief ministers and Union ministers of the ousted civilian government have been
detained by the junta since the coup.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/after-executions-myanmar-anti-regime-forces-
issue-joint-vow-to-topple-junta.html

Families Take Pride in Executed Loved Ones’ Sacrifice
By THE IRRAWADDY | 27 July 2022

For the first time since their arrests in August and November last year respectively, ‘88
Generation student leader and pro-democracy veteran Ko Jimmy and former National
League for Democracy lawmaker Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw were allowed to speak to relatives
through video conferencing at Insein Prison in Yangon last Friday.

They did not know it would be their last meeting. They happily greeted their long-time
separated loved ones and asked what to bring next time.

Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, 41, asked his mother to bring books, including English dictionaries,
novels and reading glasses.

But he will never receive them. In less than 24 hours, the two were taken to the gallows
without notification and hanged.

The two prominent activists, both of whom were popular with the public for their
democratic activism, were arrested in August and November last year and sentenced to
death in January by a closed military tribunal for their resistance to the regime.

Ko Jimmy, 53, is survived by a 15-year-old daughter and his wife, Ma Nilar Thein, who was
herself an 88 Generation Student leader. Ma Nilar Thein is in hiding.

Two other activists who were hanged at the weekend, were Ko Hla Myo Aung, 27, and Ko
Aung Thura Zaw, 41. Both from Yangon’s Hlaing Tharyar Township were executed for killing
a woman accused of being a junta informant.

The families were told to keep a low profile and not to hold public funerals, according to
sources.

On Wednesday, the homes of Ko Jimmy and Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw were attacked by pro-
regime thugs who denounced the two men for their anti-junta activities.
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Below family members of the activists, who are regarded by the public as heroes in the
struggle for democracy, tell The Irrawaddy how they found out about the deaths, their last
meetings and their response to the hangings.

Daw Khin Win May, mother of Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw

Dr. Khin Win May said she was allowed to see her son for the first time since his arrest in
November last year on Friday evening through video conferencing but only for 20 minutes.

“It was our first meeting but | didn’t know that it was our last too. He asked me to bring
books, dictionaries and reading glasses next time. | told him that | could not bring those
books from our home as it has been sealed off and that | would buy them. He said he was in
good health and told us to take care.”

The prison authorities then read out details about when he was arrested and sentenced and
that appeals were rejected in February and May and the sentence would be carried out, she
said.

Dr. Khin Win May was told she would be alerted before the execution.

On Monday, she was planning to go to Insein Prison to give her son money when she heard
about the execution.

She asked the time of the execution so she could perform a Buddhist funeral ritual for him.
The prison authorities only told her to look in the newspapers. His body or ashes were
denied her.

“l don’t blame my son for what he did. He did it with good intentions and | am proud of him
that he sacrificed his life for the country. We will do good deeds for him so that he can have
better existence in the next life.”

Thazin Nyunt Aung, wife of Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw

| complained that they should have alerted us about the execution and we had a right to
know. And we want the bodies back. But they refused to return his body even though his
mother pleaded. We were only allowed to see him on Friday, eight months after his arrest.
And they announced executions on Monday. | ask the international community, ASEAN and
all foreign embassies what they would do in response. | want to know that. It is the worst
form of human rights violation.

They will have to pay for their wicked crimes. We will have to move on alone. This incident is
awful but it must not harm our revolution.

Daw Myint Myint San, mother of Ko Aung Thura Zaw

Daw Myint Myint San said she was so happy to see her son on Saturday without knowing
that that would be the last time.

“l thought he would be scrawny but he had put on weight. | was relieved. He asked me to
include toothpaste, toothbrush and shoes in my next package,” she said.
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“I'had toothpaste and toothbrush with me and said | will come soon with money and
shoes.”

Daw Myint Myint San asked the prison authorities to alert her about any developments.
However, like the other families, she found out about the executions on Monday.

Ko Aung Thura Zaw never met his baby who was born after his arrest. His mother said the
prison authorities said they would allow him to meet his wife and nine-month-old baby on
Friday.

Daw Myint Myint San could not see or collect her son’s body.

She is proud of her son. “l am overwhelmed by sorrow, which is unbearable. But | am proud
of him for what he sacrificed.

“I wanted to see his body. | want to hold a Buddhist funeral for him,” she said.

Ko Jimmy, Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw and Ko Aung Thura Zaw were allowed to see their families for
the last time but Ko Hla Myo Aung was not, according to his father-in-law U Myint Oo.

At the time he was arrested, his wife, son and mother-in-law were also arrested. His son and
mother-in-law were released a month later. His wife was sentenced to three years in prison
and is at Kyaikmaraw Prison in Mon State.

“At first he was held in Taungoo Prison. From there he was sent to Insein after the execution
orders were confirmed. We went to Insein three times and every time, we were told that he
was not there. We were not informed about his death. We could not see him for the last
time before his execution,” he said.

Family members went to Insein on Monday to confirm the execution but could not see the
body.

U Myint Oo said: “l hope similar things do not happen to others. | don’t want to see
executions of others who are on death row. | pray for them to be free,” he said.

Ko Jimmy’s wife Nilar Thein told Radio Free Asia on Monday that she views the executions
as extrajudicial, unfair and blatant murder.

“They have to pay for everything they have done,” the bereaved wife said. “He remained
loyal to the revolution and the people until his last breath. He wrote his own history that will
never die. Ko Jimmy will never die. They are heroes that will live forever in our hearts and
the hearts of all the people. We will not hold a funeral for him,” Ma Nilar Thein told the
broadcaster.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/interview/families-take-pride-in-executed-loved-
ones-sacrifice.html
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'Never surrender': Myanmar's executed activists
By AFP |

File) This combination of file photos shows undated handout
photographs released by Myanmar's Military Information
Team on January 21, 2022 of democracy activist Kyaw Min

Yu, also known as 'Jimmy', who rose to prominence during
Myanmar's 1988 student uprising and was arrested in an
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f
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Maung Kyaw, who also goes by the name Phyo Zeya Thaw,
who has been accused of orchestrating several attacks on regime forces. Photo: AFP

A hip-hop pioneer who vowed to "never surrender" and a democracy activist who said
prison was his second home -- Myanmar's execution of two prominent democracy fighters
will only keep the flame of defiance burning, their families say.

AFP looks at lives of Kyaw Min Yu -- better known as "Ko Jimmy" -- and Phyo Zeya Thaw,
whose executions sparked shock and anger in Myanmar and around the world.

- 'Never surrender' -

Phyo Zeya Thaw burst on to the public stage in the early 2000s as a dragon-tattooed hip-hop
pioneer whose subversive rhymes targeted the then-ruling junta.

The band skirted the military's notorious censors by circulating bootlegged copies of songs
recorded in underground studios or performing in private stage shows.

"We will never change, never give up, never surrender," his band "Acid" rap in one song.
"We will come out in full force in every tomorrow."

He was jailed in 2008 for membership of an illegal organisation and possession of foreign
currency and later told AFP that democracy figurehead Aung San Suu Kyi -- his "real life
hero" -- helped him get through three years in jail.

He later became close to Suu Kyi, travelling with her to Europe in 2012 where she finally
collected the Nobel prize that thrust her into the international limelight two decades earlier.

In the 2015 elections won by her National League for Democracy, the former junta prisoner
won a seat in the military-built capital of Naypyidaw.

"You're very young, you're a hip-hop artist and you're an ex-prisoner. How can you be an
MP?" he told AFP in an interview after his election win.

"That's something | hear quite a lot."

He was arrested by the junta in November last year and accused of orchestrating several
attacks on regime forces, including a gun attack on a commuter train in Yangon that killed
five policemen.

Following a closed trial, he was sentenced to death in January.
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"My son was not a thief or a thug," his mother told Radio Free Asia after news of the
executions.

"I am proud of him for giving his life for the country... If | could get his ashes or remains, |
would like to make a tomb for him and then put an inscription on it."

- 'Never die in our hearts' -

Kyaw Min Yu -- known as "Ko Jimmy" -- rose to prominence during Myanmar's 1988 student
uprising against the country's previous military regime.

The writer and organiser spent more than a dozen years in prison under the previous junta
for his pro-democracy activism, calling detention his "second home".

But jail only made him more of a steadfast champion of democracy for his people.

"The government tries to keep them out," he told AFP in 2006 as he organised a campaign
during a rare stretch of freedom.

But "they are always looking for a way to participate in politics".

Prison love letters saw romance blossom with fellow activist Nilar Thein, and led to their
marriage shortly after they were released in 2004.

Months after their daughter was born he was arrested again during the monk-led "Saffron"
protests in 2007, and the pair were not reunited until they were both pardoned in a 2012
amnesty.

His death was "blatant murder," his wife told RFA.
"He has written a good record for himself and he will never die in our hearts."

https://www.mizzima.com/article/never-surrender-myanmars-executed-activists

Pro-Junta Mobs Attack Homes of Executed Myanmar Democracy Activists

By THE IRRAWADDY | 27 July 2022

Pro-regime thugs in front of the apartment of the
parents of recently executed democracy activist
Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw in downtown Yangon on
Wednesday.

The homes of recently executed pro-democracy
activists Ko Jimmy and Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw were
attacked on Wednesday by mobs of pro-regime thugs who denounced the two men for their
anti-junta activities.

The apartment of Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw’s parents in Bo Aung Kyaw Street in downtown
Yangon was pelted with stones and other projectiles by nearly a dozen junta-backed thugs
on Wednesday afternoon. They cursed the executed activist’s parents.
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In a video shared by pro-junta groups they can be seen hurling projectiles at the apartment
and condemning the lawmaker’s mother, Daw Khin Win May, for telling the media she was
proud of her son following his execution.

She confirmed to The Irrawaddy that their apartment was under attack.

The regime executed Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, another democracy activist, Ko Jimmy, and two
other men during the weekend after sentencing them to death under the counter-terrorism
law for masterminding the armed struggle against the regime and being involved in anti-
junta activities. The world has condemned the hangings.

On Wednesday, pro-regime Telegram channels said “people against of
violence” perpetrated the attack and shared the video online.

A mob also gathered in front of the house of the late Ko Jimmy in Yangon’s Insein Township
on Wednesday, hurling stones at the building while denouncing him for his anti-regime
activism.

Pro-junta groups on social media shared a video of the attack and called it “a demonstration
by people who want peace and against violence.”

The attacks came one day after the regime’s spokesperson Zaw Min Tun said at a press
conference that those executed were not democracy activists, but killers deserving of their
punishment.

“They have committed crimes for which they should have been given death sentences many
times,” said Zaw Min Tun.

In response to the international condemnations of the executions, the regime’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs said in a statement on Tuesday that it protested “in the strongest terms on
the statements issued by certain countries and regional/international organizations.”

“The Ministry cautions that such concerns and criticisms on the Myanmar government’s
legal actions could be tantamount to interfering the internal affairs of the country and
indirectly abetting terrorism,” it said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/pro-junta-mobs-attack-homes-of-executed-
myanmar-democracy-activists.html

Pro-junta thugs attack homes of executed activists’ parents

The incidents come as Myanmar’s regime faces intense criticism for carrying out the
country’s first executions in decades

Myanmar Now | Published on Jul 27, 2022

Several dozen people mobbed the Yangon residences of the parents of two recently
executed activists on Wednesday, in an apparently coordinated act of intimidation by pro-
junta forces.
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A screenshot of a video shared on social media shows
a mob attacking the home of the parents of executed
activist Phyo Zayar Thaw

The targets were the parents of Phyo Zayar Thaw, a
former National League for Democracy MP, and Ko
Jimmy, a veteran of the 1988 student uprising, who
were among four dissidents executed over the
weekend.

In a video shared by pro-regime groups on social media, a mob can be seen throwing rocks
and firing slingshots at the second-story apartment of Phyo Zayar Thaw’s parents in
Yangon’s Kyauktada Township.

As some members of the crowd swear and shout the word “traitors,” one attacker can be
heard screaming: “We will kill your whole family!”

Another video, also widely circulated on social media, shows a similar scene in front of the
home of Ko Jimmy’s parents in Insein Township.

“You think your son is a martyr? What can you say about the bereaved family members of
those your son killed?” shouts one man in the video, as others pelt the house with eggs.

According to a source who spoke to Myanmar Now on condition of anonymity, the group
arrived in seven vehicles, including five light trucks, armed with knives and sticks.

Residents of both areas said that no effort was made by the authorities to disperse the
crowds, despite the heavy military presence in Yangon since last year’s coup.

One observer noted that Phyo Zayar Thaw’s parents live a short distance from the colonial-
era Secretariat building, where there is a checkpoint manned by soldiers.

The incidents appear to be in support of the junta’s official narrative regarding the
executions, which have stunned many in the country and met with international
condemnation.

They come just one day after junta spokesperson General Zaw Min Tun said at a press
conference that the four individuals were executed for “criminal activities they committed
and in pursuit of justice for the victims they killed.”

Mya Thaw, the father of Phyo Zayar Thaw, declined to comment on Wednesday’s incident.
“l request everyone to understand our situation,” he said.

Thazin Nyunt Aung, the partner of Phyo Zayar Thaw, expressed concern for the safety of his
parents.

“l am extremely worried about them now... We all need to help his parents,” she said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/pro-junta-thugs-attack-homes-of-executed-
activists-parents
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Myanmar Junta Says Executed Prisoners ‘Deserved Many Death Sentences’
By AFP | 27 July 2022

YANGON—Myanmar’s junta lashed out Tuesday against international condemnation of the
country’s first use of capital punishment in decades, saying the four executed prisoners—
two of them prominent democracy fighters—“deserved many death sentences”.

The executions announced Monday sparked condemnation from around the globe,
heightened fears that more will follow and prompted calls for sterner international
measures against the already-isolated junta.

But the military authorities were defiant, with spokesman Zaw Min Tun insisting the men
were “given the right to defend themselves according to court procedure”.

“If we compare their sentence with other death penalty cases, they have committed crimes
for which they should have been given death sentences many times,” he said at a regular
press briefing in the capital Naypyitaw.

“They harmed many innocent people. There were many big losses which could not be
replaced.”

The prisoners, who included a former lawmaker from ousted civilian leader Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi’s party, had been allowed to meet family members through videoconferencing, he
said, without providing details.

The regime’s foreign ministry said it “rejects in the strongest terms” criticism doled out by
international powers including the UN, EU, US and former colonial ruler Britain.

“Such concerns and criticisms on the Myanmar government’s legal actions could be
tantamount to interfering in the internal affairs of the country and indirectly abetting
terrorism,” the ministry said in a statement.

‘Extremely troubled’

Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, a former lawmaker from Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s National League for
Democracy (NLD), was arrested in November and accused of orchestrating several attacks
on regime forces, including a gun attack on a commuter train in Yangon that killed five
policemen.

He was sentenced to death in January for offenses under anti-terrorism laws.

Democracy activist Ko Kyaw Min Yu—better known as “Ko Jimmy” —received the same
sentence from the military tribunal.

The junta had previously issued an arrest warrant, alleging he had incited unrest with his
social media posts.

It would be up to prison authorities to decide whether their families would be permitted to
retrieve their bodies, Zaw Min Tun said.
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The two other men were sentenced to death for killing a woman they alleged was an
informer for the junta in Yangon.

The junta has sentenced dozens of anti-coup activists to death as part of its crackdown on
dissent after seizing power last year, but Myanmar had not carried out an execution in
decades.

After a chorus of international condemnation on Monday, there was fresh criticism of the
junta on Tuesday.

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) bloc, which has led diplomatic efforts to
end the crisis, said it was “extremely troubled and deeply saddened” by the executions.

In a statement issued by current chair Cambodia, it accused the junta of a “gross lack of will”
to engage with ASEAN’s efforts to facilitate dialogue between the military and its
opponents.

In Bangkok, hundreds of people staged a noisy protest outside the Myanmar Embassy.

Some held photos of Ko Jimmy and Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw alongside Daw Aung San Suu Kyi as
they chanted “We want democracy.”

Malaysian Foreign Minister Saifuddin Abdullah slammed the executions, calling them a
“crime against humanity”.

He called for a review of the so-called Five-Point Consensus agreed by Southeast Asian
leaders last year aimed at defusing the political crisis in Myanmar following a coup.

A spokesperson from the Foreign Affairs Ministry of Thailand—another ASEAN member—
said it regretted “the loss of four lives which aggravates the vexing problems of Myanmar”.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-says-executed-prisoners-
deserved-many-death-sentences.html

Insein’s death row prisoners separated from other inmates

The move is seen as sign that the junta may be planning to carry out more executions in the
near future

Nway Nway Eain | Published on Jul 27, 2022
Insein Prison (Myanmar Now)

Political prisoners facing the death penalty inside Yangon’s
Insein Prison have been separated from the rest of the prison
population, according to sources familiar with the situation.

The move, which was implemented without prior notice, came
immediately after Myanmar’s junta carried out the country’s first executions in decades
over the weekend, the sources said.

Page 14 of 64


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-says-executed-prisoners-deserved-many-death-sentences.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-says-executed-prisoners-deserved-many-death-sentences.html
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/inseins-death-row-prisoners-separated-from-other-inmates
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/author/9421
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-executes-four-political-prisoners
https://www.myanmar-now.org/sites/myanmar-now.org/files/news-images/insein_prison_photo_2.jpeg

“We're worried that this may mean they are planning more executions in the near future,”
said a source who frequently visits the prison.

According to another source, a number of prisoners may be at especially high risk, as they
have received more than one death sentence for their anti-regime activities.

“A few have been given two or even three death sentences. These are people from the
townships under martial law,” said the source, referring to prisoners convicted by military
tribunals.

Since seizing power last year, Myanmar’s military has not only expanded its control over the
judiciary, but also increased the number of crimes it regards as capital offenses.

After its decision to execute four prisoners, including two of the country’s most prominent
dissidents, last weekend, there are growing concerns that more executions may be
imminent.

According to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, there are currently 117
people in the country facing the death penalty, including two under the age of 18 and 41
who were sentenced in absentia.

The regime’s announcement on Monday that it had executed veteran activist Ko Jimmy and
former MP Phyo Zayar Thaw, as well as Hla Myo Aung and Aung Thura Zaw—both from
Hlaing Thayar, one of 11 townships under martial law—sent shock waves through the
country.

The move has also met with international condemnation, with many countries seeing it as
further evidence of Myanmar’s descent into lawlessness under military rule.

The executions were “reprehensible acts of violence that further exemplify the regime’s
disregard for human rights and the rule of law,” Australia, Canada, Japan, New Zealand,
Norway, South Korea, Britain, the United States, and the European Union said in a joint

statement.

On Tuesday evening, the junta’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs also released a statement, saying
that the regime would continue to “take necessary legal actions against criminals” and
telling foreign governments and agencies to stop interfering in Myanmar’s domestic affairs.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/inseins-death-row-prisoners-separated-from-
other-inmates

Thai Foreign Ministry calls for ‘durable’ political solution in Myanmar after 4 hanged
PUBLISHED 28 JULY 2022 | THE NATION THAILAND/ ANN

Thailand’s Foreign Ministry on Tuesday urged all parties in the Myanmar conflict to seek a
"durable" political solution to prevent loss of life and maintain peace in the neighbouring
country.
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Despite international pleas for clemency, the junta
took the extreme step of hanging a former National
League for Democracy (NLD) lawmaker, a democracy
activist and two men accused of violence.

The state-run Mirror Daily provided details of the
executions on Monday, the first in Myanmar for nearly
50 years. The announcement immediately drew

international condemnation.

Put to death were Phyo Zeya Thaw, a former lawmaker in ousted leader Aung San Suu Kyi’s
NLD party, Kyaw Min Yu, a 53-year-old democracy activist better known as Ko Jimmy, Hla
Myo Aung and Aung Thura Zaw.

Thai Foreign Ministry spokesman Tanee Sangrat said it deeply regrets the loss of four lives,
which would only aggravate the vexing problems in Myanmar.

He said the ministry was profoundly concerned about this and other developments that
could shut down all efforts towards achieving peace in that country.

Tanee also stressed that the use of force, cruelty and violence could never settle political
differences.

“We call upon all parties to the conflict to seek, with all their might, a durable political
resolution so no more lives are lost and Myanmar people’s right to live in peace is
respected,” he said, while expressing condolences to the families and loved ones of the four
executed.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/thai-foreign-ministry-calls-for-durable-political-solution-
in-myanmar-after-4-hanged

Myanmar’s executions a ‘gross lack of will’ for 5PC
PUBLISHED 27 JULY 2022

In a July 25 statement, it said the act represented a
“gross lack of will” to support the ASEAN chair’s efforts
to expedite progress on the implementation of bloc’s
Five-Point Consensus (5PC). SPM

C ASEAN has expressed its disappointment over the
execution of four Myanmar opposition activists,
declaring the act “highly reprehensible”.

In a July 25 statement, it said the act represented a “gross lack of will” to support the ASEAN
chair’s efforts to expedite progress on the implementation of bloc’s Five-Point Consensus
(5PC).
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“ASEAN denounces and is strongly disappointed by the execution of four opposition
activists, despite appeals by Prime Minister Hun Sen of Cambodia, in his capacity as the
ASEAN chair, as well as other ASEAN member states, for the sentences to be reconsidered.
This is an issue that ASEAN takes seriously,” it said.

According to media reports, Myanmar’s ruling State Administration Council (SAC)
announced on July 25 that it had executed four opposition activists accused of aiding
“terrorism”.

The four were Phyo Zeyar Thaw, Kyaw Min Yu, Hla Myo Aung and Aung Thura Zaw.

The ASEAN chair’s statement continued that while the complexity of the crisis is well
recognised and the extremely bellicose mood could be felt from all corners of Myanmar,
ASEAN as a whole has called for the utmost restraint, patience and more efforts to avoid
escalating the situation.

The implementation of the capital punishment came just a week before the 55th ASEAN
Ministerial Meeting, scheduled to be hosted by Cambodia from July 31 to August 6in
Phnom Penh.

“This act is highly reprehensible as it has created a setback to and presented a gross lack of
will to support the efforts, particularly by the ASEAN chair, in expediting progress on the
implementation of the 5PC, namely in building trust and confidence to engender a dialogue
among all parties concerned in order to end violence and alleviate the suffering of the
innocent people.

“ASEAN remains committed to the principles of the ASEAN Charter and the mandate of the
consensus. Cambodia, as ASEAN chair, wishes to echo the overwhelming voices within
ASEAN and the international community in urging the authorities in Naypyidaw to take
concrete action to effectively and fully implement the 5PC,” it added.

ASEAN strongly and urgently called on all parties concerned to desist from taking actions
that would only further aggravate the crisis, hinder peaceful dialogue among all parties
concerned, and endanger peace, security and stability, not only in Myanmar but the whole
region.

The bloc announced its commitment to assisting in Myanmar’s return to normalcy and
democratic transition, reiterating that it would work to find a peaceful political solution to
the current crisis through inclusive dialogue that is “Myanmar-led and Myanmar-owned”.

“This is urgently needed to prevent the further loss of lives and end the suffering of the
people of Myanmar,” it said.

Last month, Prime Minister Hun Sen sent a letter to SAC chairman Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing urging him to reconsider plan to execute the opposition activists, as it had sparked
great concern among the ASEAN member states — as well as the bloc’s external partners.

Yong Kim Eng, president of the People’s Centre for Development and Peace, told The Post
on July 26 that the issue is a lesson for ASEAN, and that it needs to reconsider whether its
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non-interference policy means democratic systems can be easily built in all member states
or not. ASEAN should also consider taking serious action against the Myanmar leadership, to
prevent the execution of more opposition politicians.

“ASEAN, which is committed to establishing peace, must now ask itself —is it possible? Can
there be lasting peace in the future if one of its member countries is not prepared to
cooperate with its policies?” he asked rhetorically.

“ASEAN should employ specific measures that put pressure on the regime, so it will return
to the practice of democracy, and free and fair elections,” he added.

Kin Phea, director of the Royal Academy of Cambodia’s International Relations Institute, said
the SAC’s act was “arrogant”, showed a lack of integrity and goodwill, and was not honest in
its intention of implementing the 5PC to which it was a signatory.

“What they have done will isolate Myanmar and its leadership even more from the
international community. It is also unacceptable to ASEAN, a regional bloc with a cultural of
non-interference in the internal affairs of its members.

“The Myanmar people are growing more hostile with each brutal act by the military, and the
crisis is deepening. It will be especially difficult to reconcile and find solutions because it
appears some of the politicians involved are criminals,” he said.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/myanmars-executions-a-gross-lack-of-will-for-5pc

Calls amplify for ASEAN to punish Myanmar for dissidents’ executions

Bloc should suspend junta-ruled country de facto, even if its charter has no such provision,
one analyst says.

By Ahmad Syamsudin and Dandy Koswaraputra for BenarNews | 2022.07.27
Jakarta

< o 1E
e

Myanmar nationals chant slogans against the Burmese
junta during a protest outside Myanmar’s Embassy in
Bangkok in the wake of Naypyidaw’s executions of
veteran pro-democracy activist Ko Jimmy and three
other political prisoners, July 26, 2022. Subel Rai
Bhandari/BenarNews

" .4 Calls are mounting for ASEAN to punish Myanmar’s
junta for executing four political prisoners, with one analyst proposing that the Southeast
Asian bloc undertake the unprecedented move of suspending Naypyidaw as a member.

Meanwhile on Wednesday, Indonesian Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi echoed her
Malaysian counterpart in calling for a special discussion on Myanmar at a ministerial-level
meeting of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations scheduled for next week.
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On Tuesday, the 10-member association issued its harshest criticism of the Burmese junta
to date, calling the executions of the four dissidents “highly reprehensible,” while
Malaysian Foreign Minister Saifuddin Abdullah branded the hangings as a “crime against
humanity.”

But political commentators across the region are saying that ASEAN, which operates by
consensus, needs to follow up on its tough words by taking stricter action against the
military-ruled member-state for violating a five-point consensus struck in April 2021 that
included an end to violence in post-coup Myanmar.

The executions of veteran pro-democracy Ko Jimmy and the three other political
prisoners “might be the tipping point” for ASEAN, according to Sharon Seah, a scholar at
the ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute in Singapore.

“ASEAN needs to rethink seriously its approach to Myanmar, including a form of de
facto temporary suspension even though the ASEAN Charter does not explicitly provide
for it,” Seah, coordinator of the ASEAN Studies Center and the Climate Change at the
institute, wrote on Twitter.

“If ASEAN doesn’t take tougher actions, it will appear weak and lack credibility. Yet, if it
does, it risks closing the door on negotiation with the SAC permanently,” she said,
referring to the State Administrative Council, the official name for the military regime led
by Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing.

In its 55-year history, the 10-member ASEAN has never banned or expelled a member. In
1997, when Cambodia’s then co-Prime Minister Hun Sen overthrew Prince Norodom
Ranariddh, the country only had “observer status” in ASEAN.

Because of the coup, ASEAN held off on admitting Cambodia, and sent foreign ministers
from Indonesia, Thailand and the Philippines there to mediate for a peaceful resolution
to the crisis, much like it tried to do with the special envoy in Myanmar.

The ASEAN charter says: “In the case of a serious breach of the Charter or non-
compliance, the matter will be referred to the ASEAN Summit for decision.”

In the view of Aizat Khairi, a professor at the University of Kuala Lumpur, some form of
punishment needs to be meted out for the executions.

“It is likely difficult to expel Myanmar from ASEAN but it is a stand that, if taken, will send
a strong message to the junta that ASEAN indeed stands united and does not tolerate
crimes against humanity,” he told BenarNews, an RFA-affiliated news service.

Aizat said ASEAN could take junta leaders to the International Court of Justice and impose
economic sanctions.

The bloc also needs to start engaging with the opposition National Unity Government
(NUG) and National Unity Consultative Council (NUCC), a shadow administration
outlawed by the junta, he said.

Call for 'coherent approach’
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The Burmese junta put to death Ko Jimmy (whose real name is Kyaw Min Yu), former
National League for Democracy lawmaker Phyo Zeya Thaw, as well as activists Hla Myo
Aung and Aung Thura Zaw — likely on Saturday — but announced their executions on
Monday.

A military court had convicted them over “terrorist” acts and they lost appeals against
their death sentences. The junta had also rejected the possibility of a pardon for the
condemned men.

Their executions have drawn worldwide condemnation.

Seah, of ISEAS, said although Myanmar has been barred from sending political
representatives to ASEAN foreign ministerial meetings, it has been allowed to send
political representative to other ministerial meetings.

She suggested that Myanmar be stripped of its ASEAN roles and duties.

“ASEAN has no levers in this game of brinksmanship with the SAC. For a start, ASEAN
needs to be coherent in its approach,” she said.

In Indonesia, where ASEAN is headquartered, the English-language Jakarta Post called for
“tough action against the cold-blooded Myanmar junta.”

“Now President [Joko] Jokowi [Widodo] should show the world that ASEAN cannot
tolerate the barbaric acts of Gen. [Min Aung] Hlaing,” the Post said in an editorial that did
not hold back.

“ASEAN’s silence would only send the wrong signal that it condoned the brutality,” it
said.

The Post urged Retno, Indonesia’s top diplomat, to initiate an emergency meeting of
ASEAN foreign ministers “to discuss collective actions against the Myanmar junta for its
blatant contempt of the five-point agreement.”

Following criticism of a lack of condemnation from Indonesia, Retno said Wednesday that
the executions had dealt a blow to the five-point consensus.

“The president expressed disappointment at the lack of progress in the implementation
[of the consensus],” Retno told a press conference.

“l have proposed that the ASEAN ministerial meeting in early August in Phnom Penh
specifically discuss the latest development.”

Muzliza Mustafa in Kuala Lumpur and Pimuk Rakkanam in Bangkok contributed to this
report.

BenarNews is an RFA-affiliated news service.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/amplify-07272022172448.html|
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Boy wounded by junta soldiers shot dead on the way to hospital

The driver of the ambulance was also killed, and the boy’s mother was brutally beaten, the
victim’s father said

Thura Maung | Published on Jul 27, 2022

A village in Khin-U Township burns after coming under
attack by regime forces in May (Khin-U Information
Group)

A 14-year-old boy who was wounded when soldiers
opened fire in his village in Sagaing Region’s Khin-U
Township on Tuesday was later killed as his family tried
to get him to the hospital.

According to the father of the victim, his son was shot twice as a military column of around
80 junta troops passed their home in the village of Ma Gyi Oak early Monday morning.

“Our house is right next to the road, so we could hear gunshots as we were brushing our
teeth. When my son went out to have a look, he was shot in the arm and chest,” the father
said.

A fellow villager, 53-year-old Htay, volunteered to take the boy, Khant Khant Nyein, and his
mother to the hospital in an ambulance, but as they were leaving the village, they ran into
soldiers who immediately opened fire on the vehicle.

The driver reportedly died instantly in the attack, while the patient was fatally injured. His
mother survived but was forced onto the ground and brutally beaten, the father said.

“My wife was kicked in the face twice. My son was still alive and said he was thirsty, but she
wasn’t allowed to give him any water. When they finally did let her go to get some water,
she escaped,” he added.

According to a member of a local defence force, the mother ran to the group to seek its help
in rescuing her son.

“They were just trying to get medical help for the kid, but they ran into the soldiers and
were shot at again,” the defence force member said.

When the soldiers left the village at around 11am, Khant Khant Nyein’s father went to the
site of the shooting and found the boy and the body of the ambulance driver lying in a pond.

“They dumped them both in the pond. My son was still just barely alive when | found him.
He managed to speak for about 15 minutes, and then he passed,” the father said.

Regime forces reportedly returned to the scene of the murder later to collect the bodies and
the badly damaged ambulance, local sources said.

Last week, residents of two neighbouring villages in Khin-U and Kanbalu townships said
they discovered the bodies of at least locals who had been killed by regime forces.
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Some had their hands and feet tied together with wire and were burnt beyond recognition,
they said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/boy-wounded-by-junta-soldiers-shot-dead-on-
the-way-to-hospital

Myanmar Regime Troops Kill Child and Resistance Leader in Sagaing Region
By THE IRRAWADDY | 27 July 2022

A People’s Defense Force (PDF) leader who tried to save a wounded child was killed by
Myanmar junta forces along with the injured boy on Tuesday in Khin-U Township, Sagaing
Region.

On Tuesday morning, 13-year-old Mg Khant Khant Nyein was wounded in his chest and arm
when 80 regime soldiers opened fire on the residential areas of Magyi Oak Village in the
west of Khin-U Township, according to local PDFs.

A Khin-U PDF representative told The Irrawaddy on Wednesday that U Htay, 52, a leader of
the village’s resistance group, was shot dead while he was driving the injured boy to the
nearest safe place for medical treatment along with the boy’s mother and another villager.

“After encountering the regime sentries, the PDF leader was shot dead while the boy’s
mother was beaten by the regime forces. The injured boy died later after being thrown into
the irrigation canal,” the Khin-U PDF representative said.

The other villager in the vehicle managed to escape. Junta troops seized the vehicle, as well
as cash and cell phones from the victims.

The boy’s father said on Wednesday on his Facebook: “My dear son, never come back to
this inhumane country if you have other options.”

Mg Khant Khant Nyein, 13, who was killed by regime forces on
Wednesday in Khin-U Township, Sagaing Region. Photo- CJ

Around 5,000 residents from five nearby villages were forced to
flee their homes because of the junta raid.

On Wednesday morning, the same military regime soldiers were
ambushed with eight land mines by local PDFs while raiding
another village.

Khin-U PDF said that at least 12 regime troops were killed in the
ambush.

Junta soldiers also torched houses during a raid on Latpan Hla Village in Khin-U on
Wednesday.

With regime forces under daily attack from resistance groups and ethnic armed
organizations nationwide, junta soldiers are increasingly committing atrocities including
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burning people alive, arbitrary killings of civilians, using civilian detainees as human shields,
air and artillery strikes on residential areas, looting and burning down houses and acts of
sexual violence.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-troops-kill-child-and-
resistance-leader-in-sagaing-region.html

Five civilians killed and 20 captured in Sagaing village

Regime forces left behind five corpses and took more than 20 hostages following a raid in
Salingyi Township on Monday

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Jul 27, 2022

Partially buried bodies found in the village of Yae
Mein Taung on July 26 (Supplied)

Junta troops who occupied a village in Sagaing
Region’s Salingyi Township on Monday killed five
villagers and abducted at least 20 more,
according to local sources.

The bodies of the five victims were discovered on
Tuesday in the neighbouring villages of Yae Mein
Taung and Yae Mein Myauk, a resistance source told Myanmar Now.

“Two of them were missing half their skulls because they had been shot in the head. They
also had wounds near their necks,” said a member of the Salingyi People’s Defence Force
(PDF).

The two victims, identified as Chit Shwe, 70, and Aung Moe, 45, were found in the western
part of Yae Mein Taung, while two others were discovered in a shallow grave in the
southwestern part of the village, he added.

The fifth victim, identified as Aung Khine, 47, was found in Yae Mein Myauk, located less
than 1km to the north.

According to locals, a military column of around 100 regime soldiers entered Yae Mein
Taung on Monday, forcing most of its residents to flee. Those who did not escape were
killed or are still being held, residents said.

‘Y% B Partially buried bodies found in the village of
' I Yae Mein Taung on July 26 (Supplied)

The PDF member said that a cart belonging to
Chit Shwe and Aung Moe was found near the
£ two buried bodies. It was believed that the two
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men had returned to the village from a nearby forest without knowing that it was occupied.

“It looks like they stumbled upon the grave where the two other villagers were buried when
they came back from the woods,” the PDF member said, adding that the two buried villagers
had still not been identified.

Myanmar Now attempted to contact Salingyi’s central police station for information
regarding the killings, but did not receive any response.

Myanmar’s military junta routinely denies targeting civilians in its ongoing offensives against
anti-regime forces, despite almost daily reports of indiscriminate killing by junta troops.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/five-civilians-killed-and-20-captured-in-sagaing-
village

Myanmar military kills 6 in Sagaing, PDF kills 7 in Magway

The military raid came amid reports of a PDF retaliation for junta executions.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.07.27

Yae Mein (South) village, Salingyi township, July
27, 2022. Citizen journalist

UPDATED 4.46 P.M. EDT on 2022-7-27

Military troops have killed at least six people
in a raid on a village in Myanmar’s Sagaing
region, residents said Wednesday, amid
reports that an anti-junta paramilitary group
killed seven people in an attack intended as revenge for the executions of four
democracy activists.

Sources from Salingyi township’s Yae Mein (South) village said the bodies of six men were
discovered when residents returned to the area on Wednesday following the raid a day
earlier.

Four of the men were identified as Chit Shwe, 70; Aung Moe, 35; Aung Khaing, 40; and
Moe 0o, a 30-year-old member of the anti-junta People’s Defense Force (PDF). The two
others had yet to be identified, sources said, adding that they “might have been brought
along by the troops.”

A resident who spoke to RFA Burmese on condition of anonymity, citing fear of reprisal,
said that the body of PDF fighter Moe Oo was found buried in a shallow grave, while the
rest of the bodies were discovered in nearby Yae Mein village (North).

"We found the body of the PDF guy and buried it. We found the bodies of the other three
men from Yae Mein (South) village in Yae Mein (North) Village. Altogether, there were six
bodies,” the resident said.
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“After spending the night in Yay Mein, the soldiers killed them before leaving the village.
They raided every village in their path and wreaked havoc. They arrested and tortured
people in all of the villages,” he added, without providing details of which other villages
had been targeted by the troops.

Residents said the six victims all displayed signs of “serious head injuries” and “gunshot
wounds.”

A family member of Aung Moe, who also declined to be named, said the troops had killed
him as he returned home for a break from farming.

“When the military entered the village, we all fled because we were afraid. But he came
back from the fields for lunch and was nabbed,” the family member said.

“He was beaten up during interrogation the whole day and finally killed.”

According to the relative, Aung Moe’s body was found shirtless with a scarf bearing the
logo of the deposed National League for Democracy (NLD) around his neck and “covered
with htameins,” or women’s sarongs.

“His hands were tied at the back and his body was dumped in a [rice] paddy bin,” they
said.

Family members of Chit Shwe and Aung Khaing said the two men were also killed when
they returned to the village following the initial raid on Tuesday. They said Aung Khaing's
eyeballs had been “gouged out.”

It was not immediately clear which military battalion was responsible for the raid and the
killings.

The military had yet to release any information regarding the incident and calls by RFA to
junta Deputy Minister of Information Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun went unanswered
Wednesday.

Houses in Yae Mein (South) village, Salingyi
township, July 27, 2022. Credit: Citizen journalistAct
akin to ‘war crime’

"":\ :'-
5 3 » vy
’ -

A Salingyi-based member of parliament for
Sagaing region, who also requested anonymity for
security reasons, said the killings in Yae Mein
(South) village amounted to a “war crime.”

“The military no longer sees members of the
public as citizens, but as enemies,” they said.

“Not all people are PDFs or even armed. They are living their lives peacefully. But when
troops enter villages ... they act in ways that are not in line with a soldier's ethics. They
shoot people in the heads or cut their throats. These are war crimes committed against
innocent people.”
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A resident of Lin Sa Kyet village, situated nearby Yae Mein (South), told RFA the killings
were “so horrible that people of nearby villages are now terrified of the junta troops.”

“The military is brutal. When they enter villages, they kill anyone they find suspicious.
They simply shoot people in the heads,” he said.

“The local people are suffering tremendously. They have no place to live. [Those who
have fled] are still taking shelter in the jungle. They are finding life very difficult.”

A member of the Salingyi Revolution Army (SRA), a local PDF group, said his group will
confront the military to prevent troops from harming any more residents of the
township.

“IThe troops] no longer have the ability to fight on the ground, so they are bullying and
attacking innocent people,” he said.

“We will retaliate. Our focus will be on the military. Our plan is to attack their
[supporters]. We’ve been fighting them guerrilla-style in the past, but now we're going to
start fighting them head-on.”

Residents of Salingyi told RFA that two columns of around 150 junta troops are currently
operating in the township. They said some 3,000 people from 10 villages have fled their
homes because of the military’s presence, and are taking shelter in the jungle.

PDF revenge attack

The discovery of the six bodies in Salingyi township came amid reports by state media
and the PDF that seven people were killed in fighting in a village in Magway region, where
homes were set on fire in a revenge attack.

Eight local PDF groups raided the pro-junta Pyu Saw Htee militia-occupied village in Pauk
township on Monday in retaliation for the weekend executions of four democracy
activists, a statement from the PDF groups said.

Former student leader Ko Jimmy, former NLD MP Phyo Zeya Thaw, and two other
democracy activists, were hanged Saturday in Yangon’s Insein prison - the first judicial
executions in decades. That has further fueled opposition to the military council that
seized power from an elected government in February 2021.

A PDF officer said the village had strong leanings towards pro-junta militias and locals
were heavily armed.

“Fighting started at 5.30 a.m. and continued beyond 7 a.m.," said the officer-in-charge of
the Southern Pauk Guerrilla Force, who did not give his name for security reasons.

A PDF news release on Tuesday named the attack “Operation Zeya Thaw.”

It said eight joint PDFs, including the Southern Pauk Guerrilla Force, banded together to
launch the attack. It said the seven people killed were Pyu Saw Htee militiamen.
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Junta-aligned newspapers reported Tuesday that the seven fatalities were civilians,
including two members of the village defense force and two children, and that 41 houses
were burned down. Kyemon Daily newspaper printed blurred photos of blackened
corpses.

The PDFs said they had warned the public about the attacks in advance and civilians had
not been deliberately targeted.

This year has seen an upsurge in arson attacks and killings in Myanmar's Magway and
Sagaing regions as violence has spiraled between junta forces and PDFs.

Last month, independent research group Data For Myanmar, which studies the effects of
conflict on communities, said that at least 18,886 houses had been destroyed by military
arson across the country since the coup.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane.
Updated to include reports of six dead in Sagaing region's Salingyi township.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/six_killed-07272022164527.html|

Myanmar Junta Chief Motivated Only by Cruelty and Revenge
By AUNG ZAW | 27 July 2022

Two weeks ago, Myanmar’s murderer-in-chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing was in Russia
with two high-profile Buddhist monks to consecrate a pagoda at the Ethnomir cultural
center in Kaluga near Moscow. Since last year’s military coup, the general has spent much of
his time trying to demonstrate that he is a ruler who will protect and preserve Buddhism. At
home, his priorities include building a Buddha statue—touted as the world’s biggest sitting
Buddha image—and hoisting Hti ornamental umbrellas at pagodas. But this flurry of
religious activity has done little to hide the deepening turmoil sparked by his coup. Daily, the
country descends deeper into its multiple crises, and Min Aung Hlaing’s soldiers continue to
commit atrocities.

While he would have us believe he is a devout and good Buddhist, a week after the Russia
visit he ordered the executions of four activists, including two prominent figures.

Prior to last weekend’s executions, physicians examined the four condemned convicts. Two
of the inmates had for decades been high-profile figures in Myanmar’s nonviolent
democracy struggle, but after the coup had been arrested and accused of terrorist acts
including mine and urban guerrilla attacks. Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, 41, was a former member of
Parliament for the National League for Democracy, and Ko Kyaw Min Yu, 53, better known
as Ko Jimmy, was a well-known activist. Both had already spent time as political prisoners
under the previous military regime.

The other two were little known: Ko Hla Myo Aung and Ko Aung Thura Zaw were accused of
murdering a woman they believed to be an informant for the regime. Early this year, they
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were charged and tried by a military court under an anti-terrorism law and sentenced to
death. None of the four received a fair and public trial.

Last week, the physicians who examined the prisoners reportedly concluded that they were
not to fit to hang. Nevertheless, the executions went ahead. The order to proceed came
from none other than Min Aung Hlaing.

The coup leader even sent trusted officers from Naypyitaw to oversee the executions to
make sure they were carried out in secrecy. Lt Gen Soe Htut, minister for Home Affairs,
reportedly supervised the execution.

With the executions, Min Aung Hlaing might have impressed his hardcore coup supporters
in the military, but otherwise the act has shocked the entire nation and surprised
governments in the region and beyond.

In a letter last month, Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen, the current chairman of ASEAN,
appealed to the junta leader not to execute Ko Kyaw Min Yu and Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw.

Min Aung Hlaing and his officers ignored the appeal from Hun Sen—one of the few leaders
in the region who seemed inclined to help him and his regime gain legitimacy—choosing
instead to kill his hostages. What is going on in his mind that he thought he could achieve
anything from this heinous act?

Far from being persuaded to show restraint, Min Aung Hlaing in fact hardened his stance.

Since the coup, the regime has deployed a strategy of annihilation, conducting clearance
operations against both the armed opposition and the civilian population.

In June, the junta chief sent detained State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, whose elected
government he ousted, from house arrest to solitary confinement in a prison in Naypyitaw. (
Ko Zeya Thaw was close to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and accompanied her on her first trip to
China in 2015. She has learned about his execution, which is believed to have been intended
in part as a message to her, an attempt to break her spirit. A regime-friendly social media
post even celebrated that “Suu Kyi’s little husband” had been hanged.)

Min Aung Hlaing has also tightened his grip on the country, sending jet fighters and
helicopters to attack resistance forces and civilian areas. He and his regime seem to have
little interest in winning the hearts and minds of the population.

Or were the executions a desperate move by the junta to show strength?

Like psychopaths, Min Aung Hlaing and some of his commanders seem to believe that
showing brute force and sowing terror are the only ways to deal with the people and regime
opponents.

However, they will never win. The executions will backfire, as he has simply poured more
fuel onto the fire of opposition to his regime.

The junta does not seem to worry or care much about consequences. Overnight, the four
executed prisoners have become revolutionary heroes, and Min Aung Hlaing has gained
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zero. Perhaps he is motivated solely by personal hatred for the democratic opposition? If so,
this is the revenge he has long been waiting for.

With the military having enjoyed legal impunity in Myanmar for decades, the regime, like its
predecessors, feels free to commit mass atrocities, human rights violations, extrajudicial
killings and arbitrary arrests and detention.

The fear is that the weekend’s executions won’t be the last; dozens of Myanmar citizens
have been sentenced to death since the coup.

The junta spokesman told a news conference in the capital, Naypyidaw, “We proceeded
with the laws to keep the stability of the country in line with the rule of law.”

Striking a defiant note, he said the four were sentenced legally by the courts, adding: “I will
repeat that their acts should be sentenced to death multiple times.”

Min Aung Hlaing knows he can get away with crimes. Before the coup, he famously said,
“There is nothing | dare not do.”

He and his commanders know the outcry and condemnation from abroad will soon subside.

Last year, | encountered a mid-ranking military officer who scoffed at the international
condemnation and protests in Myanmar against the coup.

Referring to the international condemnation and protests, he said that “they can shout and
scream if they want, but they will get tired and exhausted; then they will quieten down.”

The US said there can be no “business as usual” with the junta following its execution of the
four democracy activists, adding that all options were on the table as it considered further
measures to punish the regime.

In reality, though, Min Aung Hlaing is feeling little pressure. If he did, he wouldn’t order such
cruel and cowardly executions. As former US ambassador to Myanmar Scot Marciel put it,
after Cambodia’s Khmer Rouge, the Myanmar regime is the worst Southeast Asia has
known.

US sanctions might have been tightened, but Min Aung Hlaing still believes he has friends
and allies he can count on, including Russia, China, India and Japan, as well as Thailand and
some others in the Southeast Asia region. He knows the international community is full of
hypocrites.

No doubt Min Aung Hlaing was glad to hear from his subordinates that the executions were
carried out successfully. But what did Kyaw Min Yu and Zeya Thaw utter as their last words?
Along with their goodbyes to their families, perhaps they also cursed Min Aung Hlaing and
the failure of ASEAN and all the other hypocrites.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/commentary/myanmar-junta-chief-motivated-only-
by-cruelty-and-revenge.html
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Medicine Shortages in Myanmar as Junta Controls US Dollar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 27 July 2022

The Myanmar regime’s foreign currency restrictions are being blamed for increasing
medicinal shortages.

The regime last week told pharmaceutical importers that they will only receive an import
license if they buy US dollars at the official rate as drug prices rise and stocks decline.

Traders are suffering as their US dollar earnings are converted to kyats at 1,850 per dollar at
the rate set by the junta-controlled Central Bank of Myanmar in April. But they have to pay
around 2,500 kyats per dollar on the market.

“Importers are making losses due to the regime’s policy. It means the price of medicines will
continue to rise,” said a distributor.

Prices have increased up to 25 percent this month. Medicines for chronic diseases like high
blood pressure, coronary heart disease, antibiotics for lung problems and diabetes are now
unavailable in Yangon.

Even the private hospitals have run out of some drugs, a North Dagon Township resident
told The Irrawaddy.

“My doctor told me to buy medicines for two months but the pharmacy can only sell for one
week,” she said.

Most other pharmacies are out of stock, she said.
A hepatitis B sufferer said medicine prices had doubled by June.

“If | don’t take it every day, | might get liver cancer. However, | am not worried about the
shortage. It is better to die than to deal with the problems in the country,” said the resident.

Biogesic and decolgen prices have risen from 30 to 60 percent, according to a pharmacist.

Covid cases are also rising and the junta-controlled Ministry of Health announced 83 new
patients between July 23 to 26, up from 43 before July 23. The Irrawaddy could not
independently verify the numbers.

COVID-19 might become more serious than last year due to medicine shortages, a general
practitioner in Yangon told The Irrawaddy.

Last July panic buying of medicines increased prices during a coronavirus outbreak but
prices fell rapidly afterward.

Pharmacists predict this year’s shortages will be a long-term trend because of the junta’s
dollar controls.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/medicine-shortages-in-myanmar-as-junta-
controls-us-dollar.html
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