PEACE Info (July 21, 2022)
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Does Myanmar Coup Leader Have Ulterior Motive for Renovating 2008 Constitution Site?
By THE IRRAWADDY | 21 July 2022

The junta-run Ministry of Construction is hastily renovating the Yangon building where the
2008 army-drafted constitution was written, after junta chief Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing last month described the location as being of historical significance to Myanmar.

The coup leader visited the building in Nyaungnabin Village in Yangon’s Hlegu Township on
June 8 and called for the site to be properly maintained and preserved for posterity.

Minister of Construction U Shwe Lay has since visited the site at least twice, while his
deputy U Win Pe has been closely supervising the renovation process, driving to
Nyaungnabin every four days and overseeing details.

However, there are likely more pressing reasons for the preservation of the site than
posterity. With the military regime facing nationwide armed resistance prompted by last
year’s coup, the hasty renovation of the site — which was built to host the National
Convention to draft the 2008 Constitution — may be more to do with the fact that the clock
is ticking for Min Aung Hlaing.

Min Aung Hlaing visits the main hall where the national
convention was held to draft the 2008 Constitution on

Having seized power under the cover of the 2008
Constitution, the junta chief is only allowed to govern
for two years under a state of emergency. Even though
Min Aung Hlaing has promised an election in August
2023, it is unlikely that his military will be able to subdue the resistance — which now
numbers nearly 100,000 fighters in People’s Defense Forces — to the regime by then.

That leaves Min Aung Hlaing with two options. He can have the 2008 constitution amended
and then hold the election or he can cancel the election, citing instability in the country and
have a new constitution drafted to maintain his grip on power for the rest of his life.

It is not clear how Min Aung Hlaing will have the constitution amended, as there has been
no parliament since the coup. But the regime can still arrange a meeting to discuss what to
amend, and the venue in Nyaungnabin where the 2008 constitution was drafted can be
used for that purpose, said observers.

The buildings in Nyaungnabin are now in ruins, but they were once busy with more than
1,000 representatives, who rubber-stamped the then regime’s proposed provisions when
Myanmar’s third constitution was put together at the National Convention between 2004
and 2007.

The State Peace and Development Council (SPDC) regime enacted a law known as the SPDC
Law No. 5/96 which threatened critics of the provisions discussed at the convention with
five to 20 years in prison.
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As the provisions were predetermined by then military dictator Senior General Than Shwe
and a few other generals, the 1,000 representatives spent their days at the convention hall
and their evenings at beer stations and karaoke lounges set up for them in the compound by
the regime. The convention hall is also close to the Mingaladon military base.

A front page news story in the then regime-controlled
Myanma Alin newspaper about the start of the National
Convention at Nyaungnabin in 2007.

The sham convention was chaired by Lieutenant General
Thein Sein, then Secretary-2 of the SPDC and later the first
president of Myanmar under the 2008 constitution.

Many believe Min Aung Hlaing will follow in the footsteps of
his predecessor and hold sham meetings with the regime’s
puppets at Nyaungnabin. The junta is planning to switch from
a first-past-the-post electoral system to proportional
representation (PR) to ensure that major parties do not win a
majority of seats, as the National League for Democracy did
in the 2015 and 2020 elections.

As the seats will be shared among political parties under the PR system, the Myanmar
military, which is already guaranteed 25 per cent of seats under the 2008 constitution, will
be able to take official control of the country’s politics. It will be interesting to see if the
junta will hold meetings at Nyaungnabin to discuss the switch to PR.

It is also possible that the regime may amend the constitution to increase the number of
parliamentary seats guaranteed for the military. Min Aung Hlaing took it for granted in the
2020 general election that the presidency would be his as he expected the military-backed
Union Solidarity and Development Party and its allies to secure at least 26 per cent of the
seats up for grabs. But his calculation was wrong. So to make sure he gets the presidency at
the next election, he may well keep more seats for the military, something else that may be
discussed at the renovated Nyaungnabin site.

The junta may also add new provisions to the constitution in favor of the military, citing
national defense as a justification. Min Aung Hlaing may also add a provision similar to
Section 445 of the 2008 Constitution, which barred the SPDC regime members from being
prosecuted for actions done as part of their duties. Min Aung Hlaing and the military regime
have already committed atrocities that have killed over 2,000 innocent civilians and
displaced over a million people.

“There is nothing | dare not do,” Min Aung Hlaing said before the November 2020 general
election. Since then, he has seized power in a coup, ordered his troops to shoot civilians,
burn them alive, torch their homes and conduct air and artillery strikes on villages and
residential areas of towns. At a July 1 press conference, junta spokesman Major General
Zaw Min Tun, who defends the regime with his lips, said his boss went to Nyaungnabin only
to ensure the historic building is maintained. The coming months will reveal if that is true.
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https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/does-myanmar-coup-leader-have-ulterior-
motive-for-renovating-2008-constitution-site.html

Myanmar Junta Battalion Commander Reportedly Killed in Clashes with PDF
By THE IRRAWADDY | 21 July 2022

At least 25 Myanmar junta forces including a battalion commander were reportedly killed
during four days of fighting with the People’s Defense Force in Thandaunggyi Township,
Karen State over the weekend.

Clashes between regime forces and the Northern Thandaung Defense Force (NTDF) started
near villages in the township last Friday, according to the resistance group.

Intense firefights between two sides continued to occur until Monday.

The resistance group claimed to have killed at least 25 regime forces including a battalion
commander and other senior officers while injuring many others.

However, The Irrawaddy was unable to confirm the military casualties independently.

The spokesman of the NTDF said in a statement on Thursday that after suffering heavy
losses, regime forces bombarded nearby villages using 60mm and 120mm mortar shells on
Saturday and Sunday.

The regime forces also torched 12 houses in two villages and killed nine heads of livestock
including cows, buffalos and pigs for their food.

On June 22, NTDF resistance forces ambushed a military detachment in Yaytarshay
Township in neighboring Bago Region.

In the ambush, seven regime soldiers including an army captain were killed and a resistance
fighter suffered injuries, the NTDF claimed.

The Myanmar junta is reportedly suffering daily heavy losses due to relentless attacks and
ambushes by PDFs and ethnic armed organizations across the country.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-battalion-commander-
reportedly-killed-in-clashes-with-pdf.html

Charred Bodies Found After Myanmar Junta Raids in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 21 July 2022

Eleven bodies, some of which were charred, were found after Myanmar junta troops raided
villages in Ye-U Township, Sagaing Region, according to witnesses.

The regime airlifted approximately 100 troops into Ye-U with four helicopters on July 8 and
the bodies were found by July 14 after raids on at least five villages.
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“Some were shot dead. A woman died in a fire in Mee Maung Gon. She was overweight and
in poor health. She could not run when troops torched her house. We also found some
charred bodies,” said a resident.

Three bodies were also each found in Lein Taw and Kan Pauk villages and two each in Sitha
Myay and Ku Phyu villages. Only four bodies could be identified, according to residents.

Seventy-two houses were burned in Mee Maung Gon, 23 in Sitha Myay and 31 in Ku Phyu,
they said.

Light Infantry Battalion 701 based in Hmawbi Township, Yangon, in Division 77 of the
Southern Command, carried out the raids, according to resistance forces.

“They are releasing their anger towards people’s defense force [PDFs] by killing innocent
civilians. They are raiding villages, torching houses and killing people. It is totally
unacceptable. Villagers who still have homes have returned and the others are staying with
relatives or in monasteries,” said a resident.

The villages are at the borders of Ye-U, Khin-U and Kantbalu townships where no clashes
have occurred, said Ye-U PDF.

“They kill farmers and fleeing villagers. They kill those who can’t run. There was no fighting.
They carry out airstrikes and raid villages,” said a member of Ye-U PDF.

According to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, 2,092 people have been killed
by the regime since the 2021 coup. Data for Myanmar estimates that 18,886 houses have
been burned down in junta arson attacks.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/charred-bodies-found-after-myanmar-junta-
raids-in-sagaing.html

12 villagers found dead in latest Sagaing massacre

Most of the victims had their hands and feet bound by wire and were burned beyond
recognition

Thura Maung | Published on Jul 21, 2022

A screenshot taken from a video filmed by a local
resistance group shows burned bodies found in
Kyi Su on July 20 (Supplied)

Residents of two villages in central Sagaing Region
say they have discovered the bodies of a dozen
people killed during junta raids carried out earlier
this week.

Ten of the bodies were found in Kyi Su, located on
the eastern bank of the Muu River in Kanbalu Township, while the other two were
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discovered in Thar Wut Hti, a village less than 10km to the south in Khin-U Township, local
sources said.

Junta ground troops and military helicopters attacked both villages and several others in the
area on Monday. Most of the victims in Kyi Su were members of a village defence team,
according to a leader of the group.

“They were caught at the security outpost when the military helicopters came. They were
captured because they didn’t have guns, just sticks and swords,” the defence team leader
said, speaking on condition of anonymity.

One of the bodies in Kyi Su was discovered on Tuesday evening, after the regime forces had
left the area, while the other nine were found early the next day.

Seven were found inside five houses that had been torched during the raid, said residents,
who estimated that roughly half of the village’s 600 houses had been destroyed by fire.

“Most of them had been burned beyond recognition. Their hands and feet were bound with
wire. There was no way we could identify them,” said a Kyi Su villager who saw the victims’
charred remains.

While they could not be individually identified, the seven were assumed to be members of
the village defence force who could not be accounted for after the raid.

The other three victims were among the hundreds of residents who had been held at the
village monastery overnight. Most, including one member of the defence force who was
mistaken for an ordinary civilian, were released the next morning.

“We found a big pool of blood at the monastery and we followed the trail of blood to find
the bodies,” a village resident told Myanmar Now, adding that the search for victims was
still ongoing.

The two bodies discovered near Thar Wut Hti are believed to belong to residents who
returned to the village thinking that the regime soldiers had already left. Both were found
on Tuesday.

According to Sein Bay Dar, the leader of a Kanbalu-based resistance group called KBL-UG,
one victim had been shot in the head and dumped in a ditch outside of the village.

The other body was discovered using a drone, he said. It had not been retrieved as of
Wednesday because troops were still stationed nearby, he added.

Kyi Su and Thar Wut Hti are also near the Ye-U Township villages of Monhla and Pin Sein
Khin, which were among the targets of Monday’s air and ground assault on anti-regime
resistance strongholds.

Although residents of the villages fled when the attacks began and were believed to have
escaped injury, religious structures were reportedly targeted.
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“They fired at the church. The nuns and priest had to flee into the woods,” said a woman in
Monhla, which is the birthplace of Cardinal Charles Maung Bo, the Catholic archbishop of
Yangon.

In May, dozens of charred corpses were discovered in and around the villages of Mone Taing
Pin and Inpin in Ye-U Township following a series of raids by regime forces.

Survivors of those raids say that some of the victims were burned alive. Photographic and
video evidence of military atrocities committed in the area were later found on a
phone believed to belong to one of the perpetrators.

Myanmar’s junta routinely denies targeting civilians in its operations against resistance
forces, despite evidence of almost daily attacks on villagers.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/12-villagers-found-dead-in-latest-sagaing-
massacre

200 old people sheltering in monasteries after junta invades Sagaing's Myitsone Village

By Mizzima |21 July 2022

More than 200 elderly residents had to seek
shelter in monasteries because they could not
flee junta troops who attacked and invaded
Myitsone Village in Sagaing Region's Myaung
Township, on 17 July.

According to Ko Nway Oo, a leader of the
Civilians Defense Security Organization Myaung
: (CDSOM), at around midday on 17 July junta
troops fired 60mm mortar shells into the village before 70 soldiers entered the village.

Before the soldiers arrived most villagers fled, but the elder ones were unable to flee in
time, so they had to take shelter in monasteries.

"Those left in Myitsone Village are mostly the elderly. Those who couldn't run away have
had to stay in the monastery. There are 200 to 300 elderly people sheltering in the two or
three monasteries in Myitsone Village. Until now, | have not heard of any arrests.

The junta soldiers searched houses in the village and burned one down to the ground
because they found part of a boat engine there, according to Ko Nway Oo. It was not
explained why finding part of a boat engine in a house meant it had to be burned down.

Junta troops from Chaung U Township entered Myaung Township on 13 July before entering
Myitsone village on 17 July, according to Ko Nway Oo.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/200-old-people-sheltering-monasteries-after-junta-
invades-sagaings-myitsone-village
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Student detainees in Myanmar allegedly beaten, kept in solitary confinement

Human rights violations against inmates have been on the rise since the military takeover,
an NGO says.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.07.21

An aerial view of Tharrawaddy Prison in central
Myanmar's Bago region in an undated photo.

Maxar Technologies

Four students imprisoned for protesting the ruling
military junta have been held in solitary
confinement and beaten nearly every day by
authorities since being transferred to central
Myanmar’s Bago region less than two weeks ago, their relatives and sources with
knowledge of the situation said Thursday.

Min Thu Aung, Banya Oo, Ye Htut Khaung and Zaw Win Htut — all students at Hpa-an
University in Hpa-n, Kayin state — were arrested in March and charged with defamation
of the state, organizing or helping a group to encourage the overthrow or destruction of
the Myanmar military, and having contact with an unlawful organization, in this case an
ethnic armed group fighting national forces. They each have been sentenced to 12 to 13
years in prison.

The four students were among 60 other political prisoners who were transferred from
Hpa-An Prison to Tharrawaddy Prison in Bago region on July 9.

On instructions from the warden at Hpa-an Prison, the students were separated from the
other prisoners when they arrived at the Bago detention center and placed in solitary
confinement, a person close to one of the families told RFA.

The four have been beaten and locked up in solitary confinement nearly every day since
July 10, the youths’ family members and those familiar with the situation said.

“They were not handcuffed when they were first beaten, though their ankles were
shackled,” the person told RFA.

Human rights violations in prisons, such as the beatings the students have experienced,
have gotten worse since the military overthrew the democratically elected government in
a February 2020 coup, said a spokesman for the Assistance Association for Political
Prisoners (AAPP), a Thai NGO.

“We have heard that political prisoners are being tortured intentionally and unjustly
because they are political prisoners, and that they are being tortured in various ways,” he
told RFA.
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According to AAPP’s records, junta authorities have arrested 11,743 civilians for civil
disobedience activities, of which 1,344 were sentenced to prison terms, since the coup
took place.

When they were beaten while sitting without handcuffs, Banya Oo and Ye Htut Khaung
tried to fight back, but were struck more forcefully, said the person close to one of the
families of the detained students. They were then handcuffed, dragged away and locked
in solitary cells.

“They were taken out of the cells every morning and were beaten again,” the person said,
adding that the guards taunted them, asking if their revolution against the junta had
succeeded and telling them to say “We must win,” while continuing the beatings.

The source said there were rumors that representatives of the International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC) may visit the detention center to investigate the alleged
mistreatment of the students.

Prison guards removed the students from solitary confinement on July 18, though they
are still suffering from injuries from the daily beatings and have not received medical
treatment, he said.

Another RFA source, who did not want to be named for security reasons, said all four
men had serious injuries, including broken noses and head wounds and that one was
beaten until his teeth fell out.

RFA could not reach Prisons Department officials in Yangon or military junta spokesman
Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun for comment.

A statement issued by the ICRC in Myanmar on Monday said authorities must treat
prisoners with dignity and humanity and ensure their health and safety. It also said the
authorities had suspended ICRC access to prisons since March 2020 to check on detainees
and provide humanitarian aid.

'These actions are crimes'

The torture of prisoners is a serious human rights violation because the students have
already suffered from being sentenced to long jail terms, said the father of one of the
students, who declined to be named for safety reasons.

“The kids have already been given punishments,” he said. “They haven’t broken any law
or prison rules [since their arrests]. They didn’t even have any kind of prisoners’ rights
and all these beatings are very serious violations of human rights.

“We feel that this kind of mistreatment has become more serious after the military
coup,” he said. “There’s no rule of law at all. No matter what the law says, people would
be arrested and unjustly sentenced by the courts once accusations were made against
them.”

The students’ parents and relatives from Hpa-an requested permission to visit
Tharrawaddy Prison, but prison authorities rejected their requests.
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Tun Kyi, a senior member of the Former Political Prisoners Society, said prison authorities
have a policy of torturing political prisoners.

“They are committing the most serious violation of human rights with the intention of
subduing political prisoners so that they do not dare to rise up again,” he said. “They
have laid out policies in various prisons, and then brutally oppressed and tortured the
prisoners, often asking questions like, ‘Are you a revolutionary?’ and ‘Is your revolution
making any headway?’ before hitting them.”

Hpa-an and Tharrawaddy prisons, along with Yangon’s Insein Prison, are among the worst
detention centers of Myanmar’s more than 40 jails, Tun Kyi said.

A former prison warden, who did not want to be named out of concern for his safety, said
the prison officials who mistreat detainees nowadays are former military officers.

A legal expert from Yangon, who did not want to be named for the same reason, said that
physical beating of any detainee, including political prisoners, is a crime according to the
regulations governing prisons.

“If you look at it as a lawyer, these actions are actually crimes because the jail manual
states that prison wardens can give only 12 types of punishments,” he said. “No one else
has the right to punish the prisoners. Among those 12 types of punishments that he can
give, he is not allowed to beat prisoners.”

Those who torture political prisoners will be held to account at some point, said the AAPP
spokesman, who declined to be named for safety reasons.

“Those who personally carry out the torture and all those who order it will have to pay
restitution at some point,” he said. “This is a violation of both domestic and international
law. Therefore, all those involved in the violations must surely pay restitution in the
future.”

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane for RFA Burmese. Written in English by Roseanne Gerin.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/student-prisoners-07212022185946.html

People’s Militia Force Attacks KIA In Tanai Township

21st July 2022

San Pya Militia Force

Two members of the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) are
dead and two wounded after a People’s Militia Force
(PMF) attacked their camp near a gold mine located in an
area controlled by KIA Battalion 14 (Brigade 2) on the
Tanai — Lido road.

On Monday morning, 18 July, the San Pya PMF led by Min
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Zin Thant under the Burma Army (BA) Infantry Battalion (IB) 297 attacked Kanwe Thu’s
camp, according to an anonymous man from Jahtu Zup village who maintains affiliations
with the group.

“They arrived with two vehicles to attack the KIA camp...I also heard that there were only
seven KIA soldiers stationed in Kanwe Thu,” he explained.

“I think the PMF wants to control gold mining in the area even though it’s in KIA territory.”

Approximately, fifty BA soldiers took part in the offensive, the first time the PMF launched
an attack on the KIA near Jahtu Zup. The group is based in San Pya, Hpakant Township, and
IB 297 is in Jahtu Zup.

Since June, the group has blocked four roads to Jahtu Zup, San Pya and Awng Ra villages, all
of which are connected to KIA territory.

In May, KIA soldiers set fire to two excavators belonging to Min Zin Than. A few days later,
the PMF leader called about 30 local gold traders to his camp and warned them that his
men would shoot anyone who sold food or other goods to Kanwe Thu camp.

Another local, who requested anonymity, told KNG that Min Zin Thant was angry about the
attack in Jahtu Zup and had told participants at the meeting that he’d block the road to the
camp starting on 1 June.

"He threatened to shoot at any vehicle using that road” and also to block all other major
roads leading to the camp.

According to yet another villager also asking that his name not be mentioned, the KIA
stopped gold mining in the area since October last year, but the PMF was still using the
excavators to mine the precious metal in Jahtu Zup. The KIA decided to take action against
the PMF last autumn after residents complained of extortion and assault by their soldiers at
the checkpoints to the mining blocks.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/07/21/peoples-militia-force-attacks-kia-in-tanai-township/

New armed group formed by ousted KNDO leader will not be recognised by KNU

The KNU and KNLA say the establishment of the Kawthoolei Army by former KNDO
commander Saw Nerdah Mya is in violation of their orders

Khin Nyein Chan / Linn Htin | Published on Jul 21, 2022

Saw Nerdah Mya is seen at a 75th anniversary ceremony
of the KNDO in the KNU/KNLA's Brigade 6 territory in
Dooplaya District on July 16 (KNDO)

A commando column under the Karen National Defence
Organisation (KNDO) announced the formation of the
new Kawthoolei Army this week headed by its former
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leader Saw Nerdah Mya.

The Tuesday declaration by the commando unit, which joined the new armed group,
followed the earlier removal of Saw Nerdah Mya from his role as KNDO commander-in-chief
by the Karen National Union (KNU), which oversees the KNDO and the Karen National
Liberation Army (KNLA) as its armed wings.

Saw Nerdah Mya, who was terminated from his role in January, was replaced in the interim
by Brig-Gen Saw She Lay. The latter was formally granted the KNDO leadership position last
week, at which time the organisation also commemorated its 75th anniversary.

Saw Nerdah Mya’s Kawthoolei Army will not be recognised by the KNU or the KNLA,
according to statements issued by both institutions on Wednesday.

“His actions are no longer relevant to us,” the KNU’s statement said.

His decision to form a new armed group was in violation of a recent emergency meeting of
KNDO and KNLA leaders and did not have the consent of their battalion commanders, the
KNLA said in its own statement, urging its members to be “very cautious” in any dealings
with the new group.

The KNU’s central committee explained that Saw Nerdah Mya violated several KNU
regulations during his tenure as KNDO chief—which began in 2013 —including a failure to
follow military orders and the “illegal” raising of funds.

“From the time he started serving, he frequently violated the rules and responsibilities of
the Supreme Headquarters of the KNLA and KNU, and he had to be corrected many times,”
the committee said.

In June of last year, the Myanmar military accused around 30 KNDO troops under the
leadership of Saw Nerdah Mya’s lieutenant Saw Ba Wah of murdering 25 construction
workers who they had taken hostage; they were found dead with their hands tied behind
their backs in the Waw Lay area of Karen State’s Myawaddy Township.

The KNDO claimed that the men were junta soldiers disguised as labourers; the military
maintained that they were civilians.

The KNU’s central executive committee announced that they would investigate the
allegations against the KNDO and suspended Saw Nerdah Mya from his commanding
position, a decision which he rejected.

> Brig-Gen Saw She Lay, who replaced Saw
th -’ .
Ry \crdah Mya as KNDO commander, is seen at
(KNDO)

A8 -omoodrc8iBEech (ofo-1) ™ the official 75th anniversary ceremony of the
Q Ml organisation on July 16 in Brigade 7 (KNU)

In January of this year, the KNU announced that
both Saw Nerdah Mya and Saw Ba Wah had
been removed from their posts.
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“[Saw Nerdah Mya] failed to cooperate at the different stages [of the investigation] as a
responsible and accountable leader and eventually defied the KNU’s judicial process,” the
KNU’s central executive committee said in Wednesday’s statement. “These actions also
halted the KNU’s process of bringing to justice those suspected of being involved in the
extrajudicial killings of prisoners of war,” the committee concluded.

According to interviews with a local Karen-language radio program and with RFA, Saw
Nerdah Mya said he plans to continue fighting the junta with his new armed force.

He claimed that it had become difficult to operate within the KNU’s structure, and that
several members of the KNDO and the KNLA—as well as from breakaway groups the
Democratic Karen Buddhist Army and the KNU/KNLA-Peace Council—had joined the
Kawthoolei Army.

At the time of reporting, Myanmar Now was unable to verify Saw Nerdah Mya’s recent
statements and was still trying to obtain comment from him regarding the establishment of
the group.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/new-armed-group-formed-by-ousted-kndo-
leader-will-not-be-recognised-by-knu

Junta Detains Rakhine Villagers as Military Tensions Escalate in Western Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 21 July 2022

Myanmar’s military regime has started arresting villagers in Rakhine State’s Maungdaw
Township, after it suffered casualties in a clash with Rakhine ethnic armed organization
(EAO) the Arakan Army (AA) in Maungdaw earlier this week.

The Myanmar military suffered heavy casualties, while 14 border guard police
were captured in fighting with the AA on Monday in Maungdaw.

On Wednesday in a pre-dawn raid, the regime arrested three villagers from Kyein Chaung
Village, including the village administrator, which is five miles from where Monday’s clash
took place, said relatives of the detainees.

“As soon as they entered our house they seized all our phones and searched inside and
outside the house. We don’t know what they searched for. We also don’t know why the
three were taken,” a relative told The Irrawaddy.

Tensions are escalating in Maungdaw as the regime sends large number of troops into the
township. Intra-city buses have also suspended operations, said residents.

AA spokesman Khaing Thukha told Rakhine-based media that the attack on junta troops on
Monday was retaliation for a junta air raid on an AA outpost in Karen State near the border
with Thailand in which six AA fighters were killed.
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Tensions in Rakhine State have reached a point where negotiations are impossible between
the Myanmar military and the AA, a source close to leaders of both sides told The
Irrawaddy.

“It appears that it is no longer possible for the two sides to negotiate. A return to war is
likely. Military tensions are so high on the ground that the military sending General Yar Pyae
and the AA negotiating through intermediaries is not enough to solve the problems,” he told
The Irrawaddy.

Lieutenant General Yar Pyae heads the National Solidarity and Peace Negotiation
Committee, which was formed by the regime to hold peace talks with EAOs under the
framework of the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement.

In April, junta chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing called for face-to-face peace talks with
EAO leaders. Major ethnic armed groups including the AA refused to hold talks with the
junta boss, but AA leader Tun Myat Naing did hold talks with the parallel National Unity
Government. The AA has publicly admitted to training and arming some resistance groups
fighting the regime.

A military and political affairs analyst said that despite rising military tensions in Rakhine,
the possibility of large-scale conflict there depends mainly on the AA, given the current
political and military landscape in the country.

“Where there will be renewed fighting in Rakhine depends on the AA. The military is now
too understaffed to conduct a large-scale assault similar to previous years. It has only
prepared for defense. The military’s current operations are limited to controlling towns and
major transportation routes. If the AA attacks towns and transportation routes, there will be
heavy fighting. If that happens, not only villages but towns will go up in flames,” said the
analyst.

Since November 2020 the Myanmar military and the AA have observed an informal
ceasefire, after two years of intense fighting. However, sporadic clashes between the two
sides have been reported since May in Paletwa Township in Chin State, which neighbors
Rakhine.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/junta-detains-rakhine-villagers-as-military-
tensions-escalate-in-western-myanmar.html

The rapid rise of the Arakan Army
By Mizzima |

The Arakan Army (AA), despite being one of the more recently formed ethnic armed
organisations (EAOs) has rapidly risen to become one of the most powerful.

The AA was formed in December 2009 in Kachin State by Tun Myat Naing, an ethnic
Rakhine. It is the military wing of the United League of Arakan (ULA).
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Tun Myat Naing, commander-in-chief of the Arakan
Army (AA). Photo: EPA

The AA's ideology is based on what they call The
Rakhita Way.

Its main objectives are: self-determination for the
multi-ethnic Arakanese population, the safeguarding
and promotion of the national identity and cultural
heritage of the Arakan people, and the "national dignity" and best interests of the Arakan
people.

When it started there were only 26 members and the group was ill-equipped. But, the
former chairman of the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA), Peng
Jiasheng, helped arm the fledgling group.

“The most memorable thing in my life was in 2009, when our Arakan Army was formed with
26 men; we had only one gun. After Chairman Peng Jiasheng gave us 100 guns, we took
these 100 guns and two RPGs [rocket-propelled grenades] to fight, back to our homeland
Rakhine, and it was a crucial event in our revolution,” revealed Tun Myat Naing at a
memorial service for Peng Jiasheng on 29 March 2022.

Initially, the AA was reliant on the Kachin Independence Army (KIA). Its first recruits were
trained at the KIA Military Academy and they gained combat experience fighting with the
KIA, after the KIA's ceasefire with the Tatmadaw (Myanmar Army) broke down in 2011.

The Thein Sein government excluded the AA from the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement
(NCA) dialogue and did not allow them to sign the NCA in October 2015, even though the AA
wanted to be part of the agreement.

The election of the National League for Democracy (NLD) in 2015 did not change anything
and in December 2015 AA troops started to move from Kachin to Rakhine State. They built
bases in Chin State’s Paletwa Township, which borders Rakhine State and along the borders
with India and Bangladesh and started launching offensives against the Tatmadaw in
Rakhine and Chin states.

The numbers of AA soldiers quickly grew. According to the Myanmar Peace Monitor there
were 1,500 AA troops in 2014. According to the Irrawaddy, this rose to 2,500 troops and
10,000 supporters in 2015 and later, 7,000 troops in January 2019.

In late 2016 the AA, the KIA, the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA) and
the Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA) formed the Northern Alliance-Burma (NA-B).
They started fighting the Tatmadaw in northern Shan State in December 2016.

There had been attempts to negotiate a peace with on-off ceasefire talks between the AA
and the Tatmadaw during 2019, but they were doomed to failure because of the
Tatmadaw's insistence the AA leave Rakhine and return to Kachin State.
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Negotiations became even less likely when in March 2020 the NLD government designated
the AA as a terrorist organisation as a way to isolate it from other EAOs.

The fighting between the Tatmadaw and AA had become heavier and more frequent from
late 2018. A 2020 Crisis Group report said: "The conflict between the Tatmadaw and the
Arakan Army in Rakhine and southern Chin states is the most violent and intense Myanmar
has experienced in decades."

According to the same report, the fighting resulted in hundreds of civilian deaths and an
estimated 230,000 displaced people.

According to a May 2020 Human Rights Watch (HRW) report, after January 2019 the
number of civilian deaths and the destruction of property caused by the army in Rakhine
State increased. The way the Tatmadaw treated the ethnic Rakhine was similar to how they
had previously treated the Rohingya in 2012, 2016 and 2017.

Referencing the Tatmadaw's 16 May 2020 attack on the predominantly ethnic Rakhine Let
Kar village in Mrauk-U Township, Phil Robertson, the deputy Asia director of HRW said: “The
burning of Let Kar village has all the hallmarks of Myanmar military arson on Rohingya
villages in recent years.”

But then, the election and the consequences of the election led to the situation between
the AA and the Tatmadaw changing.

On 14 October 2020 the AA kidnapped three NLD members, who were campaigning for the
8 November national election, and demanded the return of detained AA supporters.

The AA's demands were not met, but on 16 October 2020, the Union Election Commission
(UEC) announced that voting in the upcoming 8 November 2020 election would be cancelled
in many parts of central and north Rakhine.

Cancellations were expected, but the ones announced were far larger than expected. Voting
was cancelled in a majority of townships in Rakhine State.

There were suspicions that the NLD had influenced the supposedly independent UEC and
pushed for the cancellations because the NLD was worried that the local Arakan National
Party (ANP), which was loosely affiliated with the AA, would get too many seats.

In the 8 November elections the NLD won another landslide victory.

But, because close to three-quarters of voters in Rakhine State did not get to cast their
ballots, it prevented the ANP from gaining an absolute majority in the Rakhine State
parliament and it also meant that the NLD had a larger majority in the national parliament.

In response, four days after the election, both the AA and Tatmadaw released coordinated
statements calling for the cancelled elections in Rakhine State to be held.

Japan's special envoy to Myanmar, Yohei Sasakawa, engineered the diplomatic
breakthrough that led to the Tatmadaw and AA releasing coordinated statements calling for
elections. The release of the statements also marked the start of a de facto ceasefire
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between the two groups, that has lasted, in the most, till now, though how much longer it
will last is up for conjecture.

The fighting in Rakhine State from 2018 to 2020 had already greatly reduced the
government's control of the region.

Fear of being attacked or abducted had restricted the police and civil servants to towns in
Rakhine State. Many local administrators resigned due to threats from the Tatmadaw or the
AA who accused the administrators of collaborating with the other side.

The fragile peace of the ceasefire allowed the AA to concentrate on building up its
administrative capabilities in Rakhine State and it has greatly increased its control over the
state's administration.

The AA's aim of replacing government administrations in Rakhine with its own was given a
boost by the February 2021 coup. Suddenly the Tatmadaw was facing insurgencies across
the country in Bamar areas and with other ethnic armed organisations (EAOs) that did not
have ceasefires with the Tatmadaw or had rejected previous ceasefires.

The AA has used the relative peace of the ceasefire to build up its administrative capabilities
and gain more control of Rakhine State by steadily wresting administrative control of areas
from the junta.

Since the coup, the AA has greatly increased its control over the Rakhine State's
administration.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/rapid-rise-arakan-army

Junta further restricts retention of foreign currency

The central bank under the military council calls on financial institutions to exchange and
appropriate remaining US dollar balances in patrons’ accounts

Aung Naing | Published on Jul 21, 2022

The flag of Myanmar is seen outside the
Myanma Port Authority building in Yangon’s
Pansodan Township (EPA)

The junta-controlled Central Bank of Myanmar
(CBM) instructed local banks on Thursday
afternoon to buy the remaining US dollar
balances held in the foreign currency accounts
of businesses, organisations and individuals by
6pm that day.

The instruction is part of an ongoing effort by the CBM to restrict the retention of foreign
currency as part of the military’s desperate attempts to gain control over the domestic flow
of international monies.

Page 17 of 46


https://www.mizzima.com/article/rapid-rise-arakan-army
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-further-restricts-retention-of-foreign-currency
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/author/9108
https://www.myanmar-now.org/sites/myanmar-now.org/files/news-images/myanmar_flag_.jpeg

The latest order will affect nearly all businesses registered at the Directorate of Investment
and Companies Administration (DICA), including local companies with up to 35 percent
foreign ownership, a source familiar with the matter told Myanmar Now.

The individual said that financial institutions were still clarifying the scope of the order with
the CBM at the time of reporting.

An exception was reportedly made for Foreign Direct Investments (FDIs) run with the
permission of Myanmar Investment Commission and those entities operating in Special
Economic Zones (SEZs). Both were spared from a mandatory currency conversion policy
launched by the central bank in April.

At that time, the CBM ordered financial institutions with authorised dealers’ licenses to
convert US dollar transfers within one business day of receipt into local currency at a fixed
exchange rate of 1,850 kyat per dollar.

Following criticism from embassies and international chambers of commerce, the CBM
backtracked the directive on April 17 and exempted several types of businesses and
organisations from compliance, including the FDIs, SEZ companies, as well as foreign
diplomats and staff members of the UN and other recognised international development
agencies. In another June order that was revoked a month later, the CBM also issued an
exemption for companies that had at least 10 percent foreign ownership.

In mid-July the central bank again ordered companies with a foreign ownership stake of up
to 35 percent to exchange their international currency to kyat in banks by 6pm of July 18.

Two days before that order was issued, the CBM called on local companies and banks to
suspend and reschedule the repayment of foreign loans.

Due to the junta’s mandatory currency conversion policy and its shifting orders, the dollar
value had risen to more than 2,000 kyat in Myanmar’s black market at the time of reporting,
and the prices of fuel and imported goods had increased in recent months.

Given the junta’s unpredictable policies, the earlier source remarked that the CBM could
likely impose new currency conversion requirements on the FDIs and SEZ companies
currently spared from the directives.

In a new economic monitor report released on Thursday, the World Bank said the junta’s
recent policy shifts are likely to have lasting effects on the country’s growth and economic
stability.

“Trade and foreign exchange restrictions have unwound previous reforms to liberalize trade
and unify the exchange rate,” the report said in the press release.

“Lessons from Myanmar’s economic history suggest that to the extent that these trends
continue, investor confidence and the business environment will weaken further,
constraining Myanmar’s growth potential over the longer-term.”

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-further-restricts-retention-of-foreign-
currency
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