PEACE Info (July 20, 2022)

Myanmar marks 75th anniversary of death of independence hero
Junta, opposition activists hold dueling events to mark Martyrs’ Day in Myanmar
Six Myanmar Regime Troops Reportedly Killed in Sagaing Ambush
Nearly 70 people hiding in a Sagaing monastery captured by Myanmar military
Resistance Mine and Drone Attacks on Myanmar Junta Convoys Kill 17 Troops
Six Myanmar Soldiers Killed in PDF Ambush in Monywa
Myanmar military slaughters 10, torches village in brutal Sagaing raid
Myanmar Junta Uses Airstrikes to Relieve Trapped Troops in Kachin State
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Ceasefire fraying as Arakan Army clashes with junta
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Myanmar Military’s Land Mine Use Amounts to War Crimes: Amnesty
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Myanmar marks 75th anniversary of death of independence hero

By AFP |

Undated picture taken in London of General Aung San,
revolutionary Burmese leader, politician and father of
Nobel Peace laureate Aung San Suu Kyi. Aung San, who
lead Burma to independence in January 1947, was
assassinated 19 July 1947 by a gang of armed
paramilitaries during a meeting of the Executive
Council. Photo: AFP

The 75th anniversary of the assassination of Myanmar's independence hero and father of
ousted leader Aung San Suu Kyi was a muted affair Tuesday, with soldiers patrolling
Yangon's streets and anti-junta demonstrators staging small protests in other parts of the
country.

Known affectionately as "Bogyoke" (General), Aung San led Myanmar's battle for
independence from Britain but was gunned down in July 1947, just months before his
dream was finally realised.

His daughter Aung San Suu Kyi -- who was two at the time of his death -- became a
democracy figurehead, Nobel laureate, and nemesis of the military.

Detained since the military's latest power grab in February last year, she is now battling a
raft of charges in a junta court and could be jailed for more than 150 years if found guilty on
all counts.

Martyrs' Day -- commemorating Aung San's killing -- normally sees hundreds queueing to
pay their respects at the Secretariat, a sprawling colonial-era complex in downtown Yangon
where local rivals shot dead the general and eight other prominent leaders.

But on Tuesday the roads were largely deserted, with soldiers on watch at the compound,
some ordering passersby trying to take selfies near the buildings of red and yellow brick to
move along.

Others patrolled in jeeps and extra roadblocks had been set up in the usually bustling
district.

Across the country, demonstrators staged small protests against the junta, with local media
reporting gatherings in southern Tanintharyi region, eastern Karen state and in the northern
Sagaing region.

Meanwhile, state media footage showed junta number two Soe Win placing a wreath at the
Martyrs' Mausoleum in Yangon -- another spot usually bustling with those wishing to pay
their respects, but on Tuesday limited to invitees only.

No officials from western countries -- which have led international criticism of the junta's
bloody crackdown on dissent -- were present at the event, according to a diplomatic source.
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"They [the military] unlawfully arrested the daughter, but salute her father," read one
comment posted on social media.

"Only shameless people would do this."

The otherwise muted commemorations were broken briefly by the traditional mass honking
of car horns across the commercial hub at 10:37 am -- the time Aung San was killed.

Born in 1915 under British colonial rule, Aung San became leader of nationalist fighters in
what was then Burma -- making him the founder of Myanmar's military.

He remains a deeply revered figure and a core factor behind his daughter's enduring
popularity.

During her years of house arrest under the former junta, Suu Kyi was barred from
commemorating the anniversary of his death.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/myanmar-marks-75th-anniversary-death-independence-
hero

Junta, opposition activists hold dueling events to mark Martyrs’ Day in Myanmar

Authorities ramped up security at official ceremonies, while anti-junta forces marched and
held protests.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.07.20

A member of the Myanmar security forces stands by
a checkpoint in Yangon, July 19, 2022. AFP

Myanmar’s military regime and opposition forces
held dueling events Tuesday to mark the country’s
75th Martyrs’ Day, with heavy security deployed in
the commercial capital Yangon for an official
ceremony as anti-junta activists marched and held
protests in several cities and towns.

The families of the nine assassinated national leaders honored on the holiday laid
wreaths at an official ceremony held by the junta at the Martyrs’ Mausoleum in Yangon.
Noticeably absent from the event were the families of independence hero Gen. Aung San,
whose daughter Aung San Suu Kyi was thrown in prison following the military’s Feb. 1,
2021 overthrow of her government, and his elder brother Ba Win.

The military closed several of the main roads in the city for the early morning ceremony,
which junta chief Snr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing did not attend.

A resident of Yangon told RFA Burmese that the military set up checkpoints throughout
the city ahead of the event.
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“Armed police were placed on pedestrian bridges and there were a lot of junta vehicles
patrolling the streets. In addition, there were police and soldiers in front of City Hall, at
many intersections and posted at various checkpoints,” he said, speaking on condition of
anonymity.

“There were soldiers and police in plain clothes too ... [The authorities] checked everyone
who approached the cordoned areas.”

The military also tightened security and carried out inspections along various roads in
Myanmar’s second-largest city Mandalay, where the opposition maintains a strong
presence.

Demonstrators march in Kachin state on Martyrs'
Day, July 19, 2022. Credit: Citizen journalist

Despite the clampdown, people on the streets in
many townships, including Yangon,
commemorated Martyrs’ Day by honking their
car horns and carrying wreaths honoring the nine
leaders.
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Even political prisoners in Yangon’s notorious Insein Prison marked the holiday by writing
excerpts of speeches by the nine martyrs on their uniforms.

Meanwhile, anti-junta activists staged protests and hung posters denouncing the military
regime in the regions of Yangon, Mandalay, Sagaing, Magway, and Tanintharyi, as well as
in Kachin and Kayah states.

A monk in Mandalay told RFA that activists held a march on Monday to commemorate
Martyrs’ Day in anticipation of tight security in the city for the actual holiday.

“We were able to lead a protest column ... on the eve of Martyr's Day,” said the monk,
who also declined to be named.

“Today, security was tight and we couldn’t undertake any activities ... But we held a
prayer ceremony this evening.”

In Mon state, a member of the anti-junta People’s Defense Force (PDF) paramilitary
group in Thaton township told RFA that a ceremony was held honoring not only the Nine
Martyrs, but all who had died in the struggle for democracy.

“IThey] are also martyrs who deserve to be remembered,” he said.

“They fought and sacrificed their lives for the sake of the country and people, for the
truth and for justice, so we also must salute them.”

Martyrs’ Day activities were also observed in Sagaing region’s Budalin, Chaung-U, Kani,
Khin-U, Yinmarbin, Salingyi, Tamu, and Shwebo townships; Magway region’s Pauk,
Gangaw, and Tilin townships; Tanintharyi region’s Launglon and Thayetchaung townships;
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Bago region’s Bago and Letpadan townships; Kachin state’s Hpakant township; and Kayah
state’s Phekon township.

Vice-Senior Gen. Soe Win (front), vice-chairman of the
junta, salutes with officials at the tomb of Myanmar's
independence hero Gen. Aung San during a ceremony to
mark the 75th anniversary of his 1947 assassination, at
the Martyrs' Mausoleum in Yangon, July 19, 2022. Credit:
Myanmar Ministry of Information via AP

Abandoned goals

Nan Lin, a member ofUniversity Students’ Unions Alumni Force in Yangon, told RFA that
the junta had abandoned the goals of the Martyrs, so it was not strange that the family
members of Aung San and Ba Win did not attend Tuesday’s official ceremony.

“The number one thing they wanted was independence and the formation of a federal
union, followed by the flourishing of democracy and human rights in our country,” he
said.

“However, what the military has been doing is totally against the aspirations of the
martyred leaders.”

On July 19, 1947, nine of Myanmar’s independence leaders were gunned down by
members of a rival political group while holding a cabinet meeting in Yangon. The victims
were Prime Minister Aung San, Minister of Information Ba Cho, Minister of Industry and
Labor Mahn Ba Khaing, Minister of Trade Ba Win, Minister of Education Abdul Razak, and
Myanmar’s unofficial Deputy Prime Minister Thakin Mya.

The nine played key roles in Myanmar’s independence movement and, following the end
of British rule less than six months later, the date of their assassination was designated a
national holiday.

Speaking to RFA in Yangon on Tuesday, youth protester Myat Min Khant said that
Martyrs’ Day is now a day to commemorate all those who have sacrificed their lives for
the nation.

“There may have been nine martyrs in the past, but presently there are many more than
nine,” he said.

“There were martyrs in the urban clashes, in the street protests, and in the liberated
areas [of Myanmar’s remote border regions]. We must recognize the brave warriors who
died in battle [against the junta].”

The military seized power from Myanmar’s democratically elected government last year,
claiming voter fraud led to a landslide victory for the National League for Democracy
(NLD) in the country’s November 2020 election. The junta has yet to provide evidence of
its claims and has violently suppressed nationwide protests calling for a return to civilian
rule.
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According to Thailand’s Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, the military has
killed at least 2,092 civilians and arrested nearly 15,000 since the takeover, mostly during
peaceful anti-junta demonstrations. The group acknowledges that its list is incomplete
and says the numbers are likely much higher.

Translation by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/martyrs-07202022012746.html|

Six Myanmar Regime Troops Reportedly Killed in Sagaing Ambush
By THE IRRAWADDY | 20 July 2022

At least six Myanmar junta soldiers were reportedly killed on Monday and Tuesday in Kani
Township, Sagaing Region, when a combined group of People’s Defense Forces (PDF)
launched daring attacks on a military flotilla of 13 motorboats traveling the Chindwin River.

On Tuesday, a combined force of seventeen PDF groups attacked nine military motorboats
and a gunboat escorting two barges on the river, said Kyauklonegyi-PDF, who coordinated
the ambushes.

The flotilla, escorted by an estimated 200 junta soldiers, is reportedly transporting
ammunition, explosive chemicals, military equipment and food to Upper Myanmar from the
port of Monywa.

Ammunition and military equipment dumped by the
military flotilla on Monday during the PDF attacks in Kani
Township, Sagaing Region. Photo-KPDF

The Kyauklonegyi-PDF spokesperson told The Irrawaddy
on Wednesday that they attacked the flotilla from four
locations.

PDF groups used improvised heavy weapons in the
ambush.

Two military regime soldiers armed with a machinegun and heavy explosives were gunned
down by PDF snipers, while three other junta troops were killed in the intense clashes, the
PDF spokesperson said.

A resistance fighter suffered minor injuries in the battle.
PDF videos show a heavy firefight between the resistance groups and the flotilla.
As of Wednesday, the flotilla had stopped at the port of Kani.

On Monday, the flotilla and an additional two combat boats was attacked by another Kani-
based resistance group in the south of the township.
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After the clash, the PDFs seized ammunition and military equipment dumped by the flotilla
in the river.

On Wednesday, local residents found the body of a regime soldier floating in the Chindwin
River. He is believed to have been killed in Monday’s ambush.

Kani is one of the strongholds of armed resistance to the regime, having started rebelling
against the junta in April last year.

Currently, junta forces face daily attacks by PDFs and ethnic armed organizations across the
country.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/six-myanmar-regime-troops-reportedly-killed-in-
sagaing-ambush.html

Nearly 70 people hiding in a Sagaing monastery captured by Myanmar military

Locals fear those still being held will be murdered by junta troops and allied militia.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.07.20

TR ¥ Ban Bwe villagers on an anti-regime protest on
March 13, 2021. Facebook: Yinmabin District News

Nearly 70 villagers have been arrested at a village
in Saigaing region’s Yinmabin township.
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Sonechaung Vilage Traot Q) They were taking refuge in a monastery in Ban

Bwe village. Junta forces moved in and arrested

them at around 1 p.m. last Saturday, according to

Reiect Military Goup % .

locals.

The arrested include 10 children aged between three and eight and five people in their
70s and 80s.

The older people had to pay a total of MMK 2.5 million, or U.S.$ 1,345, and were released
the same day. The rest are still being held by the military, according to a local woman
who declined to be named for safety reasons.

Soldiers and members of a military-affiliated militia have been deployed in the village for
the past six months.

“There are about 100 soldiers and Pyu Saw Htee,” the woman told RFA. “The detainees
were sheltering in the Pepin Tawya monastery in the southern part of Ban Bwe village.
The military forces and its affiliate, the Pyu Saw Htee, ordered the people to return home
but then they arrested about 70 of them and held them at the village school. We had
heard about what happened at Mon Taing Pin village in the past, and we are worried that
those arrested will be killed.”
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Last May, more than 30 villagers were arrested and tied up by the army at a school

in Mon Taing Pin, also in Sagaing region, which has seen some of the fiercest fighting
between junta forces and People’s Defense Forces (PDFs). The military killed 29 of them,
in many cases chopping up nd burning their bodies.

The woman said she was trying to find out who had been detained in Ban Bwe. RFA and
locals have identified 14 of the adults and all 10 children so far.

Calls to the military council’s spokesman by RFA went unanswered on Wednesday.
Ban Bwe village. CREDIT: Google Earth

Nearly a thousand people from more than two
hundred households lived in Ban Bwe, which is also
known as Ywa Ma village.

When junta troops and Pyu Saw Htee entered the
village in January locals fled due to battles between
the troops and local PDFs.

Google Earth

Apart from those who were hiding in the monastery, some have moved to nearby cities
and some are hiding in a forest near the village.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/nearly-70-people-hiding-in-a-sagaing-region-
monastery-captured-by-military-07202022060946.html|

Resistance Mine and Drone Attacks on Myanmar Junta Convoys Kill 17 Troops
By THE IRRAWADDY | 20 July 2022

At least 17 Myanmar regime troops were reportedly killed on Tuesday in people’s defense
force (PDF) mine and drone attacks in Myinmu Township, Sagaing Region.

An alliance of resistance groups ambushed a junta convoy with two mines on the Monywa-
Mandalay highway near Pyaw and Nabaekyuu villages. More than 10 vehicles departed
Sagaing Town and were attacked in Myinmu Township and at least five soldiers were killed,
many others injured and a vehicle was destroyed, according to Myinmu PDF.

The PDFs said the convoy was carrying around 100 reinforcements to Monywa or Myaung
townships.

“Myinmu is centrally located. Although we can’t fight soldiers face to face as we haven’t
enough weapons, we try to cut off reinforcements,” said a Myinmu PDF spokeswoman.

The convoy was later attacked again with 10 mines by four resistance forces between
Nabaekyuu and Kanpyar villages, about 10km from Myinmu Township.

Moe Nyo Revolution Force and its allies said it attacked the convoy twice and a vehicle was
destroyed by a mine.
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“They should be scared when they pass through our area. If they want to die, they should
come,” said a representative of the Moe Nyo Revolution Force.

Another convoy carrying copper from western Monywa was attacked near Nabaekyuu
village on Tuesday.

Two of the convoy’s 13 vehicles were destroyed in mine blasts, the group said.
Seven soldiers were killed in the two attacks, the representative told The Irrawaddy.

Around five troops were reportedly killed and many others injured when resistance forces
used drones in Myinmu Township on Tuesday.

Around 20 soldiers looted homes and detained a traveler on the Sagaing-Monywa highway
near Htee Soung and Kan Pyar villages, Myinmu PDF said. The group claimed to have
bombed the troops with drones.

Myinmu is a resistance stronghold in Sagaing Region and groups from Myinmu and
Myingyan have frequently crossed the border into Mandalay Region to ambush junta
troops.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/resistance-mine-and-drone-attacks-on-
myanmar-junta-convoys-kill-17-troops.html

Six Myanmar Soldiers Killed in PDF Ambush in Monywa
By THE IRRAWADDY | 20 July 2022

Around six Myanmar regime troops were reportedly killed in an ambush at Monywa University of
Economics by an alliance of People’s Defense Force (PDF) groups based in the country’s northwest
on Tuesday.

The alliance of nine PDF groups with more than 100 members attacked regime soldiers and police
officers stationed at the university at around 1:30 a.m.

The resistance fighters fired 40-mm grenades at the soldiers, who fired back with heavy
weapons. However, no resistance fighters were injured. The fighting lasted for around 30
minutes.

“These soldiers and police have tightened security and checks on the people in Monywa
Town. So, we attacked their location. There may be at least 60 at this university,” a
spokesperson for the PDF alliance said.

Monywa University of Economics is located east of Monywa Town.

Families of soldiers and police have moved into the university’s employee housing,
according to locals.

Many soldiers and police are now based not only at Monywa University of Economics, but
also at Monywa University, as they are good places from which to conduct missions, a
Monywa resident told The Irrawaddy.
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The spokesperson for the alliance of northwestern PDFs said, “We know there are a lot of
soldiers at Monywa University. The two universities are not too far apart. However, there
are a lot of civilian houses to the west of Monywa University, so we are avoiding that area.”

Monywa is the capital of resistance stronghold Sagaing Region.

Residents of Monywa have been holding anti-junta protests every day. Earlier, the alliance
of local resistance forces attacked regime troops at Monywa University of Economics in April
and May this year, and heavy casualties were reported.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/six-myanmar-soldiers-killed-in-pdf-ambush-in-
monywa.html

Myanmar military slaughters 10, torches village in brutal Sagaing raid

Sources said the village may have been targeted because of its predominantly Muslim
population.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.07.20

A helicopter flies over Kyi Su village, July 17, 2022.
Taze News

Junta troops killed at least 10 people and set fire
to around 500 homes during a raid on a
predominantly Muslim village in Myanmar’s
embattled Sagaing region, residents and
members of the armed opposition said
Wednesday.

Sources from Kyi Su village, in Sagaing’s Kanbalu township, told RFA Burmese that seven
of the 10 victims died in the blaze that followed the military’s arson attack on July 18,
while the remaining three were “beaten and shot to death” inside a local Buddhist
monastery. Their bodies were discovered by residents who returned to the village on
Tuesday after junta troops left the area.

The three victims executed by the military were identified as Moe Thin, 20, Tin Shwe, 20,
and Maung Gyi, 45. Residents said that the seven who died in the fire had yet to be
identified, as their remains were charred beyond recognition.

A resident of Kyi Su, who declined to be named, but identified himself as the brother of
Moe Thein, said the raid began when junta troops were airlifted to the village in central
Myanmar, which is home to a community of around 5,000 Muslims and Buddhists.

“While we were sitting in the village, two helicopters suddenly appeared in the air and
began firing at us. Other helicopters dropped the soldiers, who came up along the main
road and shot and arrested people, and then set fire to the houses,” he said.
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“About 500 houses were burned down in the fire. My younger brother was killed. After
having lost everything, we are now more determined than ever to fight against them till
the end.”

The resident said that the number of buildings destroyed in the fire accounted for more
than half of Kyi Su’s 900 homes and were predominantly located in the southern, Muslim
section of the village. Only around 10 homes were torched in the northern section of the
village, which is home to its smaller Buddhist community.

The junta which seized power from the elected government in February 2021 has faced
the fiercest armed resistance in Sagaing region. Residents of the largely agricultural
region have borne the brunt of army retaliation, often featuring burnings of villages that
have displaced thousands of people.

Most of Sagaing’s 34 townships and more than 5,900 villages have been affected by
fighting between military forces and members of the anti-junta People’s Defense Forces
(PDF).

e Smoke rises from Kyi Su village after the July
S o

18, 2022 attack. Credit: Citizen journalist
Possible religious violence

Another resident of Kyi Su, who spoke on
condition of anonymity citing fear of reprisal,
said that while furniture was destroyed in the
village monastery, he believes the military
raid specifically targeted the Muslim population.

“The Muslim school in the Eastern Mosque was burnt down. They fired at the buildings
inside the mosque compound and smashed everything too. The Western Mosque also
met the same fate,” he said.

“Most [of the people there] are Muslims. | think they were carrying out a form of
religious violence.”

Residents told RFA that they were working to extinguish the remaining fires set by the
military as recently as Wednesday morning.

They said the force that stormed the village comprised about 120 troops. Military
uniforms were discovered in the village when residents returned, but it was unclear
which unit the troops were from because the badges had been removed.

An Islamic religious leader from Kyi Su, who also declined to be named, told RFA that
dozens of villagers are missing following the raid.

“About 100 people were arrested in the lightning raid. They were taken to the monastery
and the elderly were later released. About 50 people are missing,” he said.
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“We want the war to end as soon as possible, as the village is facing a lot of trouble. We
need help badly now. Many people are homeless. The junta is inhuman and has no
sympathy for the population at all. There’s no one worse than them in the world.”

Attempts by RFA to contact junta Deputy Minister of Information Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun
went unanswered Wednesday.

‘Truly loathsome’

A member of the anti-junta People’s Defense Force (PDF) paramilitary group based in
neighboring Khin-U township called Monday’s raid “an act of cruelty against the people.”

“This kind of action is totally unacceptable. [The junta troops] cannot be compared even
to animals,” he said.

“I don't think there’s a single rifle in that village and yet, they used excessive force to
murder people and burn the village. They even killed people at the entrance of the
monastery. The actions of the military, which claims to protect the nation and religion, is
truly loathsome.”

Other sources in the region told RFA that junta troops were raiding additional villages
between Khin-U and Kanbalu townships on Wednesday in three columns.

Last month, independent research group Data For Myanmar, which studies the effects of
conflict on communities, said that at least 18,886 houses had been destroyed by military
arson across the country since the military seized power in a Feb. 1, 2021 coup.

According to Thai NGO Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, junta authorities
have killed nearly 2,100 civilians and arrested more than 14,800 in the nearly 18 months
since the takeover, mostly during peaceful anti-coup protests.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/slaughter-07202022165239.html

Myanmar Junta Uses Airstrikes to Relieve Trapped Troops in Kachin State
By THE IRRAWADDY | 20 July 2022

Myanmar’s junta conducted heavy airstrikes against the Kachin Independence Army (KIA)
and people’s defense forces (PDF) to allow trapped troops to escape from Hpakant
Township, Kachin State, on Tuesday.

Clashes between regime forces and combined KIA troops and PDFs erupted near Sezin
village in the west of the township on July 16.

Three days of junta airstrikes aim to allow encircled junta forces to escape, according to
residents and media outlets.
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On Tuesday, two jets and a helicopter reportedly conducted approximately 20 attacks over
several hours.

A Hpakant resident told The Irrawaddy on Wednesday that a teenage villager lost a hand
while a boy was seriously injured in junta airstrikes.

Hundreds of civilians are trapped in the area while many others have fled, residents said.

Kachin Waves, a media outlet, reported that at least 50 regime troops and a resistance
fighter had been killed. Four resistance fighters and a junta battalion commander have been
injured, it reported.

The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the reports.

Two junta helicopters purportedly airlifted reinforcements and food to Sezin on Tuesday.
Clashes continued on Wednesday, according to a resident.

On Monday, the KIA also ambushed around 200 reinforcements, including troops from the
Shanni Nationalities Army, in adjacent Homalin Township, Sagaing Region.

Reinforcements have been sent to Sezin from Sagaing, media groups reported.

Clashes between KIA and the junta also broke out in Tanai and Waingmaw townships,
Kachin State, and in Kutkai Township, northern Shan State, in the last two days.

Junta forces face near-daily attacks and ambushes from PDFs and some ethnic armed
organizations across the country.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-uses-airstrikes-to-relieve-
trapped-troops-in-kachin-state.html

Junta forces launch fatal attack on KIA base in Tanai

The Myanmar army and an allied militia jointly assaulted the Kachin forces’ site, forcing a
withdrawal

Nyein Swe | Published on Jul 20, 2022

CAPTION: A KIA soldier is seen at the La Jar Yang base in
Laiza in 2012 (EPA)

Myanmar military troops and members of the allied
Shadu Zup militia attacked a Kachin Independence Army
(KIA) base in Kachin State’s Tanai Township on Monday
morning, killing two KIA troops.

KIA information officer Col Naw Bu told Myanmar Now
that the combined forces arrived in two army trucks at around 4am and overran the site,
located near the Ka Nwe Thu gold mine.

“We had to abandon the base as they had much more firepower,” he said.
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The Shadu Zup militia has reportedly been active in the area since June, where it is stationed
in Sanpya village and operates under the command of the military’s Infantry Battalion (IB)
297. The group also reportedly runs gold mining projects in Tanai.

Local news sources described Monday’s assault as having been led by Shadu Zup’s leader
Min Zin Thant. Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify the reports.

Starting on Saturday, junta forces also clashed with the KIA for three days near Sezin village,
located at the border of Sagaing Region and Kachin State’s Hpakant Township. Military jets
launched airstrikes on the area in order to create an escape route for soldiers who were
surrounded by KIA troops, according to locals.

Although the fighting near Sezin appeared to have halted by Tuesday, the junta launched
two more air attacks on the area that afternoon at 1:30 and 4pm, damaging three homes in
the village, a resident said.

“There were holes in the roofs and walls but no one was injured as everyone had already
fled,” he told Myanmar Now, explaining that the Sezin locals had been sheltering in the
village monastery and area churches during the recent clashes.

The KIA’s Col Naw Bu added that battles around Sezin could resume at any time.
“Since neither side is retreating, tension remains high,” he said.

Troops from the Myanmar army’s IB 24 and the KIA’s Battalion 26 under Brigade 9—whose
territory is Hpakant—had been the forces involved in the recent fighting.

Serious battles also broke out near Nam Zaw Yang village in Waingmaw Township on July 11
when a joint junta-militia force began shelling KIA frontline bases. The military reportedly
suffered significant casualties in the subsequent fighting.

The KIA is one of several ethnic armed organisations in Myanmar that have condemned the
coup which ousted the country’s elected civilian government.

Kachin Independence Organisation chair Gen N’Ban La has called for cooperation with
resistance forces seeking to end military rule.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-forces-launch-fatal-attack-on-kia-base-in-

tanai

Dozens of Myanmar Border Police Killed in Fighting With Arakan Army
By THE IRRAWADDY | 20 July 2022

Dozens of the Myanmar military regime’s border guard police were killed in fighting with
the Arakan Army (AA) in Rakhine State’s Maungdaw Township on Monday, the Rakhine
ethnic armed group said.
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The two sides engaged in fierce clashes for the whole day on Monday after the AA launched
an attack on a combined force of Myanmar military troops and border guard police between
Saung Pyinnyar and Sankarpinyin villages in northern Maungdaw around 9 a.m.

After the regime sent in reinforcements, another clash broke out between Donekalar and
Wetkyein villages around 10.30 a.m. The Myanmar military continuously fired artillery from
six outposts until 6 p.m., the AA said.

The AA said dozens of border guard police were killed and 14 others including a police major
were captured when it ambushed the junta reinforcements. The ethnic armed group
released a video file of the attack that shows several border guard police being killed or
wounded on a military truck and several others being captured.

The Irrawaddy was unable to contact AA spokesman U Khaing Thukha for comment about
the fighting, but he told Rakhine-based media that the attack was in retaliation for a junta
air raid on an AA outpost in Karen State, in an area controlled by the Karen National Union.
Six AA fighters were killed when Myanmar junta aircraft bombed the AA outpost near the
Thai border on July 4.

The road linking Maungdaw and Taungpyo was deserted following Monday’s clash, said
local residents.

The AA has warned local people in Rakhine that clashes could break out at any time in
Rakhine State as the regime has stepped up its military preparations there.

The Myanmar military conducted a five-day naval exercise earlier this month in the seas off
Rakhine State with the participation of naval ships, its two submarines and helicopters.
Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing observed the exercise, which Rakhine politicians said was
targeted at the AA.

Tensions have been escalating in Rakhine for months and an informal ceasefire reached
between the Myanmar military and the AA ahead of the November 2020 general election
after two years of heavy fighting is on the brink of collapse.

The AA took advantage of the lull in fighting while the Myanmar military was distracted by
fallout from its coup last year and now controls most rural areas in the center and north of
Rakhine. It has set up a parallel judicial system and police force, which operate independent
of junta institutions.

Last month, the AA abducted more than a dozen junta personnel in Kyauktaw, Ponnagyun,
Mrauk-U and Sittwe townships. The regime also detained dozens of residents in those
towns and charged some of them.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/dozens-of-myanmar-border-police-killed-in-
fighting-with-arakan-army.html
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Ceasefire fraying as Arakan Army clashes with junta

By AFP |

Arakan Army soldiers. Photo: Arakan Army News and
Information Service

The Arakan Army said Tuesday that it had captured 14
' junta troops and killed an unspecified number, in the
latest blow to a fragile peace in the only region to
have seen no post-coup crackdown.

Days after its putsch last year, the junta reaffirmed a
ceasefire with the Arakan Army (AA), which has for years fought a war for autonomy for
Rakhine state's ethnic Rakhine population.

Thanks to the truce, the western state was a rare spot of respite, in a country that has seen
the majority of its population push back against military rule as the junta cracks down
violently against dissent.

But the ceasefire has frayed, with small, sporadic clashes reported since last November and
both sides accusing the other of of infringing on territory and harassing supporters.

Following two clashes in Maungdaw, near the Bangladesh border, on Monday "13 soldiers
and an officer were captured" and a number of weapons seized, AA spokesman Khaing
Thukha told AFP.

The spokesman said several troops were killed in the clashes, without giving a specific
figure.

AFP was unable to reach a junta spokesman for comment.

Clashes between the AA and the military in 2019 displaced more than 200,000 people
across the state, one of Myanmar's poorest.

After the coup, the junta ended a 19-month internet shutdown in the state of around one
million.

Rakhine state, home to both the Rohingya Muslims and a largely Buddhist ethnic Rakhine
majority, has been a tinderbox of conflict for decades.

The military drove out more than 740,000 Rohingya from the state in a 2017 campaign that
United Nations investigators have called genocide.

Rights groups have also accused soldiers of committing war crimes including extrajudicial
killings in their later campaign against the AA.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/ceasefire-fraying-arakan-army-clashes-junta
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Rakhine civilians arrested by Myanmar forces charged for alleged ties to Arakan Army
Family members say the men have no connections to the rebel army in western Myanmar.

Reported by RFA Burmese | 2022.07.20

Ethnic Rakhine civilian Kyaw Win Hlaing recovers
from a beating his family says he received during an
interrogation by authorities about alleged

=: connections to the rebel Arakan Army, at Yangon
General Hospital in Yangon, Myanmar, July 2020.
Photo courtesy of a family member

Thirty ethnic Rakhine civilian men arrested in June
for allegedly having connections to Arakan Army
rebels in western Myanmar’s Rakhine state have been charged with harming public
interest, relatives of those arrested and people assisting the men told RFA on
Wednesday.

They were arrested by the Myanmar military around the same time that soldiers and the
Arakan Army (AA) were arresting each other’s personnel amid rising tensions in the area,
which was engulfed in war between the two forces from 2018-20, the sources said.

Tensions between the two sides intensified in May when some civilians with ties to the
AA were hunted down by the military. The AA retaliated by capturing junta soldiers.
Neither side has released those it is holding.

As part of the ongoing hostilities, the military arrested more than 40 civilians, but later
freed 10 and has opened cases against the remaining 30, sources told RFA.

Among those charged under Section 505(a) of Myanmar’s Penal Code are nine men from
Sittwe, six from Ponnagyun township, three from Kyauktaw township, eight from Mrauk-
U township and four from Kyaukphyu township.

After the AA arrested three soldiers in Mrauk-U on June 21, the military, in turn, arrested
no less than 10 civilians. Some were released, but eight people, including Kyaw Win
Hlaing, were charged in the Mrauk-U District Court under Section 505(a) of the Penal
Code.

Kyaw Win Hlaing, a 30-year-old tricycle driver, was arrested the following day, said a
family member who spoke on condition of anonymity for safety reasons. On July 4, he
was taken from a military interrogation center to Yangon General Hospital in the
commercial hub Yangon.

Though military authorities claimed that Kyaw Win Hlaing had kidney disease, the man
had to receive medical treatment because he was severely beaten during the
interrogations, his relative said.

“The military lied to us that his kidneys were not good, but we noticed that he was badly
beaten,” said the family member. “There were many injuries and wounds. He was beaten
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in the groin and belly and on the legs. We think the military is purposely doing this to
people.”

Kyaw Win Hlaing is now finding it difficult to pay for his medical care, the relative said.
‘They are innocent’

Military authorities charged four of the six civilians arrested in Ponnagyun township —
Tun Hlaing, Win Maung Than, Kyaw Min and Myat Thuratun — only under Section 505(a),
while the other two — Ba Hlaing and Myo Thwin — were also charged with allegedly
obstructing justice.

Ba Hlaing’s wife, Aye Khaing, told RFA that the military arrested the men unlawfully.

“They are innocent,” she said. “That’s why we want our men to be released as soon as
possible. We also want to say that the charges against them were not right. They were
wrongfully accused.”

“My husband is a person free from politics and scandals,” she added. “He has been
working honestly and was arrested unlawfully.”

Captain Kyi Hlaing of the military’s Light Infantry Battalion 550 based in Ponnagyun filed
the charges against the six men, who appeared in court on July 15. Their next hearing
date is July 29.

All six and two youths from the township’s Pauk Taw Pyin village, were arrested on June
16 after the AA arrested a junta soldier, local sources said. The two young men are now in
Sittwe Prison, though their charges are unknown.

Family members told RFA that three locals, including activist Zaw Win, who were arrested
and charged in Kyauktaw township under Section 505(a) of the Penal Code, will appear in
court on Thursday.

The other two individuals — Sai Wunna Kyaw and Tun Tun Zaw — were arrested on June
24,

Than Hlaing and Khin Ohn Nwe, who were arrested on May 26, are also facing trial under
Section 505(a) for allegedly providing funds to the AA.

Subjected to torture

Myat Tun, director of the Rakhine Human Rights Protection Group, said the men had
been arbitrarily arrested and unlawfully detained and that their relatives said they had
been tortured by the military during interrogations.

“According to family members of those who were arrested, we heard that they were
subjected to torture during the interrogations,” he said.

“Article 30 of the Declaration of Human Rights clearly states that people cannot be
tortured,” Myat Tun added. “This should not have happened.”

Those arrested are civilians who have no association with the AA, he said.
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Writer and former political prisoner Wai Hin Aung said the arrested civilians should not
be harmed.

“If these people were taken away on suspicion for questioning, then they should be
released afterwards,” he said.

“It’s no problem with taking action against AA members, but | don’t want civilians to be
harmed in any way,” he added.

AA spokesman Khine Thukha said the actions of the military council are crimes because
the people who have been arrested and charged are innocent civilians.

RFA could not reach junta spokesman Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun for comment, though he
previously said on June 28 that no civilians had been arrested by military forces in
Rakhine state.

“These people are completely innocent civilians,” he told RFA. “Making arbitrary arrests
of these innocent civilians and torturing them are bullying acts. Therefore, we want to
say that this is a case of injustice. It is nothing uncommon for armed forces to seize each
other's personnel. However, arresting and abusing innocent civilians like this is a crime
against humanity.”

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane for RFA Burmese. Written in English by Roseanne
Gerin.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/rakhine-arrests-07202022180445.htm]

Myanmar Junta Kills Child and Parents in Shan State
By THE IRRAWADDY | 20 July 2022

Myanmar’s regime troops killed a six-year-old boy and his parents in Mong Hsu Township,
southern Shan State, on Monday, according to residents.

Sai Thiha, Nan Seng Lu and their son were shot near a junta outpost on the Mong Hsu-
Tangyan road while they were driving back to their village from Mong Hsu town, a resident
told The Irrawaddy on condition of anonymity.

The body of Sai Thiha. / SSPP Info

Residents think they were killed by Light Infantry
Battalion 524, which is based in Hui Lut village near
the site.

The mother and the son died immediately and Sai
Thiha died in Mong Hsu Hospital.

Another Mong Hsu resident said there have been several civilians shot dead by armed
groups in Mong Hsu but no organizations claim responsibility for the killings.
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Mong Hsu is known as a “black area” in junta terms. White areas are under regime control,
brown areas are contested and in black areas regime forces face repeated attacks and
commit acts of violence against civilians.

“There is no safety for residents. It is the people who suffer. No one takes responsibility for
civilian deaths,” said the resident.

The Shan State Progress Party has three bases in Lwel Nai in the north of Mong Hsu and the
regime has demanded their removal by July 21.

The armed group has refused and tensions are rising in the north of the township.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-kills-child-and-parents-in-shan-
state.html

Myanmar Military’s Land Mine Use Amounts to War Crimes: Amnesty
By AFP | 20 July 2022

BANGKOK—Myanmar junta troops are committing war crimes by laying land mines on a
“massive scale” around villages where they are battling anti-coup fighters, rights campaign
group Amnesty International said Wednesday.

Fighting has ravaged swathes of the country since last year’s putsch, which sparked
renewed clashes with ethnic rebel groups and the formation of dozens of People’s Defense
Force groups now battling the junta.

During a visit to Kayah State near the Thai border, Amnesty researchers interviewed land
mine survivors, medical workers who had treated them and others involved in clearing
operations, the organization said.

It said it had “credible information” that the military had used mines in at least 20 villages,
including on paths to rice fields, resulting in civilian deaths and injuries.

Amnesty also said it had documented several instances where the military had laid mines
around a church and on its grounds.

“Soldiers have placed land mines in people’s yards, at the entrance of homes, and outside
toilets,” Amnesty said.

“In at least one documented case, soldiers booby-trapped a house stairwell with a trip-wire
improvised explosive device.”

Anti-junta group members were attempting to de-mine some areas, but the work was done
“by hand with only rudimentary equipment and without any professional training,” it added.

“We know from bitter experience that civilian deaths and injuries will mount over time, and
the widespread contamination is already blocking people from returning to their homes and
farmland,” said Rawya Rageh, the group’s senior crisis adviser.
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Myanmar is not a signatory to the United Nations convention that prohibits the use,
stockpiling or development of anti-personnel mines.

Its military has been repeatedly accused of atrocities and war crimes during decades of
internal conflict.

Military violence against the Rohingya minority in 2017 sent an estimated 750,000 people
fleeing into neighboring Bangladesh, bringing with them accounts of rape, murder and
arson.

In March, the United States declared that the violence against the Rohingya amounted to
genocide, saying there was clear evidence of an attempt to “destroy” them.

Gambia dragged Myanmar before the International Court of Justice in 2019, accusing the
predominantly Buddhist country of genocide against the Muslim minority.

The Hague-based court is due to give its judgment on Myanmar’s preliminary objections to
the case later this week.

Since the 2021 coup that ousted Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s government, the military has
waged a bloody crackdown on dissent that a local monitoring group says has killed more
than 2,000 people and seen almost 15,000 arrested.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-militarys-land-mine-use-amounts-to-
war-crimes-amnesty.html

Regime's Foreign Currency Restrictions Push Myanmar Towards Bankruptcy
By THE IRRAWADDY | 20 July 2022

The new restrictions on US dollars introduced last week by the Central Bank of Myanmar
(CBM) have come as a crippling blow to businesses already struggling in an economic
recession resulting from post-coup political turmoil and the COVID-19 pandemic.

The new restrictions saw the bank revoking the exemption from mandatory currency
conversion given to companies with a minimum 10 per cent foreign ownership.

In April, the CBM ordered financial institutions to convert foreign currency earned by its
customers into kyat within one business day at an official exchange rate of 1,850 kyats to
the US dollar, as the military regime was desperate for US dollars. In June, following
requests and criticisms, the bank exempted companies that are 10 per cent or more owned
by overseas entities from the mandatory currency conversion.

At the same time, the bank has also ordered companies and individual borrowers to
suspend repayments of foreign loans, both on the interest and the principal loan.

Companies in Myanmar have at least US$1.2 billion in outstanding dollar-denominated
loans, according to Bloomberg. Those borrowers include telecom company Ooredoo
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Myanmar Ltd., City Square Commercial Co., a real estate firm, and telecom tower
companies Apollo Towers Myanmar Ltd. and Irrawaddy Green Towers Ltd.

“There is no way we can follow its [regime’s] directives. We are completely at a loss and it is
worse for foreigners. As everyone will only wait and see, all the businesses are bound to
stop,” said an international freight forwarder from Yangon.

Car makers including Japan’s Suzuki and Korea’s Hyundai have recently halted production in
Myanmar.

Business owners said the CBM’s capricious directives are making it difficult for them to
continue their business operations, as they have little time to prepare or adapt to new
directives. The majority of exporters and importers are suffering as their US dollar earnings
are converted to kyats at 1,850 kyats per dollar, while they have to pay more than 2,000
kyats per dollar when they buy greenbacks from the market. As a result, many are not
making new business transactions.

On Wednesday, the exchange rate hit more than 2,400 kyats per dollar. But, again, in the
dollar market, the demand is high and the supply is low.

“It is better not to do anything, but you will make a loss when you do [a business
transaction]. There is no hope of doing business here, not anymore,” said an agricultural
produce exporter.

Dollar Crisis

The value of the Kyat declined after the Myanmar military staged a coup in February last
year, and it plunged again after the regime limited cash withdrawals from banks and ATMs,
and has continued to slide amid political instability and a general economic downturn.

The exchange rate weakened to more than 2,000 kyats per US dollar around July last year
when Myanmar had to import large volume of medicines and medical oxygen amid the
deadly third wave of COVID-19, despite the fact that the CBM had been selling millions of US
dollars.

In August, the CBM re-introduced a fixed exchange rate, replacing the managed floating
exchange rate. The move remedied nothing, except that the exchange rate further slumped
the following month to more than 2,700 kyats per dollar in the open market.

The regime gave up selling US dollars in March 2022 by which time the CBM had sold more
than USS530 million.

On April 3, the CBM ordered that foreign currency earned by locals must be converted into
local currency at the official exchange rate within one working day.

Moreover, the regime has limited imports of fuel, cooking oil, pharmaceuticals and other
items deemed as luxuries in a bid to prevent the outflow of US dollars. It has also imposed
restrictions on export and import licenses.
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The regime’s efforts to seize US dollars do not stop there. Earlier this month, the junta
reversed its position on allowing the use of the yuan and baht for trade along the borders
with China and Thailand, ordering transactions be made in US dollars through banks.

All these moves indicate that the regime is desperate to preserve the country’s declining
foreign currency reserves.

“IThe regime] is desperate to find US dollars. It apparently lacks long-term planning. If this
continues, no new foreign investments will come into the country. And existing foreign
investments will leave the country. So the economy will slump further,” said an economist.

The regime is controlling US dollars partly because it needs the greenbacks for its military
expenditures as it struggles to contain nationwide armed resistance to the junta, he added.

With its ground forces performing poorly, the junta has to rely heavily on aerial attacks in
fighting resistance forces and ethnic armed organizations. Aviation fuel, the basic necessity
to operate helicopter gunships and jet fighters, has to be imported with US dollars.

Possible Bankruptcy

The regime has ordered companies and individual borrowers to suspend repayments of
foreign loans, but it did not clarify for how long the order will be in force for.

Many foreign firms have already ditched their operations in Myanmar since the coup amid
international pressure not to do business with the military regime. But it appears that many
more firms will be likely to be forced to leave Myanmar because they are no longer
commercially viable in the current business environment.

It is also possible that the regime is intentionally creating the economic crisis. Recent
developments suggest that the regime is returning to an economy closed to the outside
world, like its predecessors. It appears that the regime and its cronies are trying to
monopolize the economy.

The US dollar shortage will lead to a decline in imports of fuel, cooking oil and
pharmaceuticals. Their stocks are already running low and prices for them have soared.

The economist said: “It is fair to say that the suspension of foreign loan repayments is a pre-
stage for bankruptcy. If the crisis worsens, Myanmar will be bankrupt.”

There are previous examples of governments being toppled by economic crises resulting
from mismanagement and corruption. The case of Sri Lanka, which has recently declared
bankruptcy, is the most recent example.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/regimes-foreign-currency-restrictions-push-
myanmar-towards-bankruptcy.html
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Myanmar’s Last Foreign Telecom, Ooredoo, to Leave Country
By THE IRRAWADDY | 20 July 2022

Myanmar’s last foreign telecoms operator, Ooredoo, will leave the country, as the Qatari
firm is planning to sell its Myanmar unit, according to Reuters.

Citing two sources familiar with the case, the news agency reported on Wednesday that
Doha-based Ooredoo is now in talks on the sale after informing Myanmar’s Posts and
Telecommunications Department (PTD), the country’s regulator, of its intention to sell the
unit.

Ooredoo, Myanmar’s third-biggest operator, had nearly 15 million users in 2020.

The announcement follows the withdrawal from the country in March of Norway’s Telenor,
which sold its Myanmar unit to junta-affiliated firm Shwe Byain Phyu, with a minority stake
purchased by Lebanese investment firm M1. The local unit’s name has since been changed
to ATOM.

The Norwegian firm said it sold the Myanmar company to avoid European Union sanctions
after “continued pressure” from the military junta to activate intercept surveillance
technology.

Myanmar has been under military rule since a coup last year that has sparked social and
political turmoil in the Southeast Asian country. The country’s telecom sector has been
under pressure from the regime, in particular to track the data of those involved in anti-
regime resistance activities. Mobile services remain shut down in some parts of the country
where the resistance movement is active.

The reason behind Ooredoo’s withdrawal is not yet known. Reuters said the main potential
buyers for the company include Myanmar conglomerate Young Investment Group,
Singapore-headquartered network infrastructure operator Campana Group, and SkyNet, a
broadcast company owned by Myanmar group Shwe Than Lwin.

Other telecom service providers in the country are MPT, a large state-backed operator run
as a joint venture with a Japanese company, and Mytel, a venture between the Myanmar
military and Viettel, owned by Vietnam’s Defense Ministry.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-last-foreign-telecom-ooredoo-to-
leave-country.html

EXCLUSIVE Qatar telecoms firm Ooredoo in talks to sell its Myanmar unit - sources
PUBLISHED 20 JULY 2022 | REF : REUTERS

SINGAPORE, July 20 (Reuters) - Qatari telecommunications firm Ooredoo (ORDS.QA) is in
talks to sell its Myanmar unit in what would mark the exit of the country's last foreign
telecoms operator, two people familiar with the matter told Reuters.
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The people said Doha-based Ooredoo has
informed Myanmar's Posts and
Telecommunications Department (PTD), the
country's regulator, of its intention to sell a unit
that was Myanmar's third-biggest operator with
nearly 15 million users in 2020, before the
industry was disrupted by February 2021's
military coup.

The main potential buyers for the company
include Myanmar conglomerate Young Investment Group, Singapore-headquartered
network infrastructure operator Campana Group, and telecoms company SkyNet, one
person with direct knowledge of the matter told Reuters. Skynet is owned by Myanmar
group Shwe Than Lwin.

The people said talks with the three suitors have not yet reached final stages.
Ooredoo did not immediately respond to emailed requests for comment.

Calls to a spokesman for the Myanmar junta, to the PTD, Skynet and Young Investment
Group were not answered. Campana Group said it had no immediate comment.

The sources, who declined to be named due to confidentiality constraints, did not put a
value on the size of the potential sale.

Reuters could not immediately determine how much Ooredoo has invested in Myanmar.
Ooredoo had 9 million customers in 2022, according to its earnings, down from 15 million in
2020, for which it reported revenue of about $330 million.

The telecoms sector in Myanmar has faced increased pressure since the military seized
power in 2021, after previously having been one of Asia's fastest-growing markets. Mobile
data remains shut down in part of the country, after nationwide restrictions on the internet
throughout 2021.

Earlier this week, Myanmar's central bank ordered domestic companies and banks to
suspend and reschedule repayment of foreign loans.

Ooredoo is the last majority foreign-owned telecoms company in Myanmar after Norway's
Telenor (TEL.OL) withdrew from the country in March this year in a departure mired in
difficulty.

Telenor's former unit in the country is now majority-owned by Myanmar firm Shwe Byain
Phyu, with a minority stake purchased by Lebanese investment firm M1. read more

Other telecoms service providers in the country are MPT, a large state-backed operator, and
Mytel, a venture between Myanmar's army and Viettel, owned by Vietnam's defence
ministry.
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Telenor told Reuters in 2021 it had to sell its operations to avoid European Union sanctions
after "continued pressure" from the junta to activate intercept surveillance technology. read
more

Reuters reported in July 2021 that a confidential PTD order had been issued banning senior
foreign telecoms executives from leaving the country without permission. The travel ban
was followed by a second order instructing telecoms firms to fully activate the intercept.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/exclusive-qatar-telecoms-firm-ooredoo-in-talks-to-sell-
its-myanmar-unit-sources

U.S. to warn Myanmar is detention risk as part of sanction bill

By AFP |

Two-time Olympic gold medalist and WNBA's
Phoenix Mercury Brittney Griner (R) is escorted to
a courtroom for a hearing, in Khimki City Court,
outside Moscow, Russia, 07 July 2022. Photo: EPA

President Joe Biden on Tuesday opened the way
for sanctions against governments that unjustly

imprison Americans and ordered more detailed

travel warnings after a series of high-profile

detentions.

The State Department, in its travel advisories for Americans, will also begin to highlight in
which nations there is an elevated risk of unjust detention.

The initial group of nations that will bear a "D" mark for detention risk will be China, Iran,
Myanmar, North Korea, Russia and Venezuela, another official said.

Biden signed the executive order billed as expanding the set of tools for the US government
in what Secretary of State Antony Blinken said was a "relentless" effort to free citizens
overseas.

"When Americans are taken captive abroad, we must do everything in our power to secure
their release," Blinken said in a statement.

The move comes after wide media coverage of the detention in Russia on drug charges of
basketball star Brittney Griner, whose wife initially said Biden was not doing enough.

The executive order authorizes government agencies to impose financial sanctions or travel
bans on foreign officials or non-state actors involved in unjust detentions of Americans.

"Using sanctions may not always help secure someone's release, so we will therefore be
judicious and strategic in our use of this authority," a US official told reporters on condition
of anonymity.
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"But the families of those held know their loved ones' case(s) best, and we intend to hear
from them, hear their good ideas and listen to their recommendations," he said.

Successive administrations have made the plight of prisoners and hostages a top priority.

Despite soaring tensions over the Ukraine war, the Biden administration in April arranged
with Russia to swap Trevor Reed, an ex-Marine jailed for allegedly attacking police while
drunk, for a Russian pilot convicted of drug smuggling.

In Iran, the Biden administration has insisted it cannot revive a languishing nuclear deal
without the release of jailed Americans.

One of them, Siamak Namazi, a businessman convicted on charges he denies of seeking to
topple the clerical state, recently spoke out from prison and urged Biden to secure his
freedom regardless of nuclear diplomacy.

At least 11 Americans are known to be held in Venezuela, although two others were freed in
March after rare US contact with President Nicolas Maduro, a leftist leader considered
illegitimate by Washington.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/us-warn-myanmar-detention-risk-part-sanction-bill

Vietnam, Cambodia and Macau join Myanmar on U.S. trafficking blacklist

By AFP |

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks during the
2022 Trafficking in Persons (TIP) Report launch
ceremony at the State Department in Washington, DC,
onJuly 19, 2022. Photo: AFP

The United States on Tuesday added Vietnam,
Cambodia, Brunei and Macau to a human trafficking
blacklist that already counts Myanmar, alleging weak
efforts to stop forced sex work or assist migrant laborers.

In an annual report, the United States also added authoritarian-ruled Belarus to the blacklist
and, in a rare criticism of a Western ally, put Bulgaria on a watchlist over concerns it is not
taking trafficking seriously.

"If you look at the report, you're going to see a mixed picture of progress," Secretary of
State Antony Blinken said as he presented it.

Blinken said that corruption was a "top tool" of traffickers who count on a blind eye from
governments.

"As we tackle issues like climate and corruption throughout our diplomacy, we also have to
address how they intersect with trafficking in persons," he said.
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The State Department's annual trafficking report has historically not spared close allies,
often causing friction, although US officials say the unflattering headlines have led
governments to act.

Nations that are put on the blacklist -- "Tier 3" -- are subject to US sanctions, although the
administration routinely waives punishment for friendly nations that promise
improvements.

Kari Johnstone, a senior State Department official in charge of combatting human
trafficking, said that several Asian governments were downgraded because they had
previously been on the watchlist and had not shown progress.

"Unfortunately, there were a number of countries this year within that region that did not
make the increasing efforts," she told reporters.

- Weak enforcement -

Vietnam, which has a warming relationship with Washington due to shared concerns over a
rising China, was downgraded to Tier 3, with the State Department saying that prosecutions
dropped off in 2021.

The report especially found fault with Hanoi taking no action against a Vietnamese diplomat
and embassy staff member posted in Saudi Arabia who were accused of complicity in
trafficking several of their citizens.

In Cambodia, the State Department said that "endemic corruption" has impeded efforts to
help thousands including children trafficked to entertainment establishments, brick kilns
and online scam operations.

"Authorities often overlooked, denied or downplayed labor abuses -- including forced child
labor -- in factories and at brick kilns and colluded with brick manufacturers to arrest, jail
and return indentured laborers who had attempted to escape,” the report said.

In the semi-autonomous Chinese city of Macau, a former Portuguese territory known for its
bustling casinos and sex industry, the report said that authorities did not provide services to
a single trafficking victim for a third consecutive year.

On Bulgaria, which along with Serbia was threatened with a downgrade to the blacklist
without improvements, the State Department said that authorities investigated
"significantly fewer" traffickers and at times punished victims for the crimes against them.

Also newly added to the Tier 3 blacklist was the tiny Dutch Caribbean territory of Sint
Maarten.

Along with Myanmar, nations that remained on the list from the previous year were
Afghanistan, Cuba, Eritrea, Guinea-Bissau, Iran, Malaysia, North Korea, Nicaragua, Russia,
South Sudan, Syria, Turkmenistan and Venezuela.

Algeria and the Indian Ocean archipelago the Comoros both were upgraded off the blacklist
this year following improvements.
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