PEACE Info (February 25, 2022)

Junta soldiers kill and burn woman and her two teenage daughters in Sagaing, say resistance
fighters

Pro-junta forces torch hundreds of more homes in Myanmar’s volatile Sagaing region

Five killed as resistance fighters attack Magway police station ‘used as training camp’ for Pyu
Saw Htee recruits

Fighting ramps up in Myanmar’s Shan, Kayah states, leaving scores dead

Regime Forces Kill Motorbike Rider in Central Myanmar

Locals flee again as Kayah State fighting intensifies

Myanmar Diaspora Bankrolling Armed Resistance to Junta Back Home

Myanmar army lieutenant colonel defects to the resistance

Matupi Police officer surrenders to Chin armed forces

Union Election Commission Could Dissolve SNLD

Norwegian govt called on to intervene as junta stops Telenor execs from leaving Myanmar
EU should enforce new sanctions on Myanmar junta, says NGO

Serbia Sold Arms to Myanmar Junta After Coup

Myanmar Regime Backs Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine

']°O O° [} [o [of o cC C COQO 0° o°O° oC o
Cl:OZpsgPOD OOMOM OCEEPMOOIMG:])] | P eoaeg.L, @ee@ 200 6P Eno;zl
000006:0:03 Fog]:08: 9 B: 8:§ Sz2ccEiecy meco:§eomnEPEem cay,

o C [og [og [og o [og CcC o C C C [og C cC OC
meco:bﬁoo 0OGEPCOIS:N DOSONCOMDOM cocm?m@:@g 00TV

Qo Qo [ c o [of C cr-e [ [o C [og [o o C
059588 328: 060mESMOMm oM$ad[eE vdsddgEeloNE c30S [Gpdapyp:
pde[g: 036:eqplesq

[og C o OC o Q [og ocC C
ode[mpeq:en 20g[0|MIEdaeep: $EECmoMBeznt d3Ejomepd

o ° [0 [og [o o o Cof[O O C o
F2Cem20d: 0B0:0080E@e[mNE $§:00538[G03 soodgrevzqe[oE: KNPP e[gd
mqEodegplyp: §os 328:320map: s2eqzedladzabes

@ _OC[O C [og [og C C C o Cc O
aoa?c@,[;?oa 0083):99?0@80,3 JOOO emP c0006EPI{e

[og Co (o [og [og [og [og ° O CO _CN\ [og [og Co O Q
006mEBOM e[g[dEsE ecve[mpEip 3aEe::a):RMIMIW[BE $$:005$03 UGS
8$.8°90p KNDF &l

[of C o [og o CcC o [og 0O Cco_¢C o o o C
$5:005803¢ 06e0MES cce[TNERMDIMeepPieloNE ccntedlgpigny co:agodep
Bbiegpé

[o~) C C [og [og [og co [og
mow:(ch§)@8§oaogc 0OGI:GEPC (30,00 9O ca0:0kI CQPC 0
B:pIc30es

C o C O _CN [og [og Co C [~] °

cocoe:@woao?mgogc 0OCOMNCOOO0M D0 PIEVEY:

o _¢C Q cCe Q0 Q o \ C C
3-3c0q:03:503: E8meqd aCamipecys, coneapadieolt:
o] cocC [og cCOo©Q [} [og [og c O [og C C C o
BCOOQPCHE BACFHHPOYM @@woomoo? OOOMMYP: CANMYCVIE

C [o C [of o CN\ 0 C C C c o C Q o
Q0> JO 2203C: KNU §we@3 oMY GQ @e@ogm 0OCONCOOOM J JQ D:e0E:

Q cC O (o C [o (o C O CN o C [o Q C Cco C N\ Q o
oo:oac:@,l;?wogc 0O 0YNY | @e @og):b: 0OCONCOO0Y, § PieIVEY:
eoo:ecwgem%esoa oéem:egpé@éoi 39?89&% oa:o)cf)éqgi) eoéooo%o%:g::e@
geons% o)ocaegpccqu: e‘iogosaeq:eochﬁs’a&

C o 0O 0 OoC C [} ° [of e C oC [o
eooe@oczce:@ﬁc)? Q:q@m@gﬁems?l Q§PLOSEMYREPA:EQP: GPCPIMR|0Y 030:6gPC
qz@:@és’aq;& 006comES oéeeo:eq:%o% o%q\]gé féo%eéféemoo%oao

N o C [o CcC 0 0oCo _¢C C C [of
dqpiS|$ud 0degpt $:§56805[sCesqOuS
g PSEEYP: agoddpmat: [§$erss0E p$g> myjeot:

Page 1 of 48



Junta soldiers kill and burn woman and her two teenage daughters in Sagaing, say
resistance fighters

The three hid in a sunflower field but were forced to reveal themselves when troops
threatened to burn down their house

Khin YiYi Zaw | Published on Feb 25, 2022

A picture of Theresa Nu Len and her two
daughters (left to right) and their charred remains
(Supplied)

When junta soldiers came to the village of Than
Po in Sagaing Region on Wednesday, Theresa Nu
Len, 40, hid with her two teenage daughtersin a
field of sunflowers.

The masses of yellow blooms made for good
cover, but when the troops came across their empty farmhouse, a small structure they
stayed in while working on land away from their home in a neighbouring village, they
thought of a brutally simple way to find the absent occupants.

“The soldiers threatened to torch their house if they didn’t come out from where they were
hiding,” said a spokesperson for a local chapter of the Chinland Defence Force (CDF), citing
other residents of the village.

“Once they came out, they were tied up and taken,” he added.

It appears that Angela Ngun Za Thian, 16, Regina Thian Nun Cawi, 14, and their mother were
taken to their farmhouse in the eastern part of the village, shot to death, and then burned.

Locals heard three gunshots ring out from the house on the evening they were taken, and
then found the badly charred remains of three bodies inside it the following morning.

“We have come to the conclusion that it was the three of them as they were the only
people missing from the village,” said the CDF spokesperson, who works with the Kalay-
Kabaw-Gangaw chapter of the armed resistance group.

“Some of their golden jewellery was found melted as well,” he added. “We gave the gold
back to their family.” Relatives held a funeral for them later on the same day the remains
were found.

The victims were from the village of Chaung Gwa, which is about 11km from Than Po.

On Thursday afternoon the soldiers raided Than Po again, this time setting fire to two
houses, locals said.

The killings and arson were committed by members of Light Infantry Divisions 77 and 22,
the CDF said.
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2 The body of Aung Tun (left) and the
bodies of him and Than Hla Gyi
wrapped in blankets (right)
(Supplied)

A column of some 100 soldiers from
those divisions has been stationed
inside the Technological University in
the town of Kalay, and on Sunday began terrorising villages in the south of Kalay Township,
the group said.

The same column reportedly captured and killed two residents from the village of Ngar Phar
on Tuesday. One of the men, Aung Tun, was found dead with head injuries, while the other,
Than Hla Gyi, had been shot in the head at close range.

Than Hla Gyi suffered from a developmental disability that prevented him from speaking, a
resident of the village told Myanmar Now. “He was arrested on his way back from picking
flowers. We didn’t think he’d be killed,” said the local.

“The other one was arrested while herding cows. They just called him over and arrested
him. We later found the bodies of both of them after hearing two gunshots,” he added.

On Thursday morning, the column fired artillery shells at an area of a village named Yan Gyi
Aung where people were taking shelter after fleeing their homes earlier this month when
soldiers tried to coerce them into joining the pro-junta Pyu Saw Htee militia.

The shelling killed one of the displaced people and forced the rest to flee, according to the
CDF and a local resident.

“They were taking shelter in the western part of the village,” the local man said. “They fired
both heavy and light weapons at the places where the displaced locals were taking shelter.
They are now moving once again to the mountaintops. They left everything behind.”

On February 12, 14, and 16, an alliance of local resistance groups attacked a group of junta
soldiers who were stationed inside Yan Gyi Aung.

Military-controlled newspapers on Thursday published an article that said junta information
minister Maung Maung Ohn had briefed foreign media on the violence in Sagaing Region.

The minister blamed the violence on “terrorists” and claimed the military was protecting
civilians and working towards ending the violence after inviting ethnic armed groups to
talks, the report said.

“Our first step towards peace starts this year,” it quoted him as saying.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-soldiers-kill-and-burn-woman-and-her-two-
teenage-daughters-in-sagaing-say-resistance
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Pro-junta forces torch hundreds of more homes in Myanmar’s volatile Sagaing region

Observers say the military hopes to cut off support for anti-junta paramilitaries by
terrorizing civilians.

2022.02.25

// The aftermath of an arson attack on Hna Ma Sar Yit
village, in Sagaing region's Shwebo township, Feb. 25,
2022. Citizen journalist

Military troops and pro-junta militia fighters shot at

- least three civilians and burned down more than 500
[ » \ : homes in an early morning raid on a village in
i‘\ ; = Myanmar’s embattled Sagaing region Friday, forcing
thousands to flee in what sources said was an act of revenge.

The arson attack in Hna Ma Sar Yit village was the third by a combined force of troops
and members of the pro-junta Pyu Saw Htee militia in Shwebo township in two days,
residents of the area told RFA’s Myanmar Service. Attacks on Thursday destroyed
hundreds of structures in two nearby villages.

A resident who spoke on condition of anonymity, citing fear of reprisal, said that around
70 soldiers and Pyu Saw Htee fighters entered Hna Ma Sar Yit at around 4 a.m. from
nearby Payan village.

“They just fired at us with heavy weapons and when we ran away, they started burning
houses — one after another,” he said.

According to the villager, there had been no fighting between the military and
prodemocracy People’s Defense Force (PDF) paramilitaries in the past few days, but a
PDF unit had attacked a military column recently.

More than 3,000 people from Hna Ma Sar Yit and nearby settlements were forced to flee
the area, he said, adding that at least three people were injured by gunfire as the
attackers fired indiscriminately into the village. The military is stationed in Thee Lone
village, about one mile from the site of the burnings, he said.

A woman who also declined to be named for security reasons told RFA that she fled with
only the clothes on her back and later learned she had lost her home and all her
belongings.

“We are having a lot of difficulties. We have no place to live. | couldn’t save anything. |
have nothing now but a [sarong] and a blanket. Even our rice stock has been burned,” she
said.

“All these innocent people — including infants, children and the elderly — are suffering.
Why can’t they just fight the people who attacked them?”
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The woman said several people unable to flee had been left behind at the village and it
was unknown what had become of them.

Friday’s arson followed two similar incidents in Shwebo a day earlier, when junta troops
set more than 200 homes alight in Nga Pi Oh and Gway Bin Kone villages, according to a
member of the PDF in nearby Taze township.

The PDF fighter said those villages were targeted for allegedly supporting his paramilitary
group, adding that the military is now attacking civilian areas and burning down homes in
Sagaing “on nearly a daily basis.”

“The people are the real victims now. They are making the weak suffer because they [are
unwilling to] fight us,” he said.

“They are doing inhuman things, waging war on the villages. They kill people when they
cannot get the information they want. They loot and set fire to homes built with the
people’s sweat and tears. People in this region are suffering a lot.”

In another recent incident, a 43-year-old man named Soe Moe was arrested and killed
when troops entered Taze’s Kangalay Kone village on Feb. 21, the PDF fighter said.

Troops are stationed in Taze’s Ledi village and about 6,000 people from 10 area
settlements have fled to safety, he added.

Escalating response

According to a statement issued on Wednesday by Data for Myanmar, a group that
monitors the impact of armed conflict in the country, the military has torched at least
5,231 homes nationwide since seizing power in a Feb. 1, 2021, coup — up from 4,571 a
week earlier. The group said Sagaing region, where resistance to military rule has been
particularly strong in the past year, topped the list with 3,126 razed homes.

Last week, junta troops and Pyu Saw Htee fighters burned hundreds of homes in
Sagaing’s Pale township, about 60 miles southwest of Hna Ma Sar Yit village, following a
Feb. 14 PDF attack on their joint training camp, sources told RFA.

Internet service has been shut down for nearly six months in Pale, but sources in the area
say that pro-junta forces have burned at least 1,000 homes in the township’s Hlaw Gar,
Inn Ma Htee, Pan, and Mwe Tone villages, sending thousands of refugees scrambling for
shelter in nearby forests.

Junta Deputy Information Minister Zaw Min Tun told RFA that the reports from Data for
Myanmar and other sources were “mere allegations.”

“We always hear the military has burned houses whenever there is a battle,” he said,
suggesting that the arson was instead carried out by members of the PDF, which the
junta has designated a terrorist group.
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“We have no reason to do these kinds of things and get ourselves into more trouble. The
people have formed militias to protect themselves from the PDF and these are the
villages under attack.”

The junta has dismissed reports of the Pyu Saw Htee’s existence, although it
acknowledges that the military is “forming native militia groups” in response to “internal
insurgency movements” in play since Myanmar gained its independence from Britain in
1948.

An aerial view of Pale township's Chaung Oo village
following an arson attack by pro-junta forces, Feb. 18,
2022. RFA

Acts of terror

But Myo Zaw Aung, a former lawmaker for the deposed
National League for Democracy in Sagaing’s Kawlin
township, told RFA that the military burns down villages,
in addition to committing other crimes against humanity
such as sexual assault and murder, to terrorize those who

resist its rule.

“The military often attacks innocent people when it loses a battle. They often fire heavy
weapons at random before entering villages,” he said.

“Sagaing region has a strong presence of PDF units, and the people are strong. So, the
junta sets fire to villages and rapes women when it wants to discourage the people from
supporting the PDFs and stop their advance.”

Myo Zaw Aung said that regardless of the atrocities the military commits, it will not be
able to crush the people’s resistance.

Reported by RFA’s Myanmar Service. Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in
English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/arson-02252022185318.html

Five killed as resistance fighters attack Magway police station ‘used as training camp’ for
Pyu Saw Htee recruits

Members of the junta-backed militia have been terrorising villages in the area since late
January

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Feb 25, 2022

A coalition of three People’s Defence Force (PDF) groups on Wednesday attacked a police
station in Magway Region where junta forces have reportedly been training members of the
Pyu Saw Htee militia, killing five.
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The coalition said the head of the Yae Pyar police station was among those killed during the
raid at the village of the same name, which is in Pauk Township. Two PDF fighters were
severely wounded in the 45 minute-long firefight, the groups said.

The PDF groups behind the attack were from Pauk, Myaing and Yesagyo townships. The
station is located 12 miles east of Pauk’s urban centre.

Wai Gyi, the leader of the Yesagyo PDF, said there were over 20 police officers at the station
during the attack. Some fled without fighting back while others returned fire, he said.

“Some of them started running the moment we started shooting,” he told Myanmar Now.
“We didn’t go after the ones trying to flee. Some others started fleeing after the station
chief got shot though.”

“The station chief was outside when we started shooting. We shot him dead when his car
entered the gate,” he added.

A spokesperson for the Pauk PDF said the fighters refrained from burning down the police
station to avoid collateral damage.

“The station is surrounded by civilian houses. The house next door and the station are only
divided by a single fence. We didn’t want the civilian houses to be affected, so we decided
not to torch the station,” he said.

Yae Pyar village is located along the Pakokku-Mindat road and has around 300 houses.

A video published on social media by the PDF groups showed the resistance fighters opening
fire at the station chief’s car as it entered the station compound. The chief’s driver was also
killed in the attack, the PDF groups said.

The injured resistance fighters were from the Yesagyo PDF, they said.

The resistance fighters retreated when junta soldiers arrived at the scene, according to Wai
Gyi. “We have enough skills to handle the battles,” he said. “We just need more weapons
and ammunition.”

Junta forces have been using the police station to give military training to people from the
nearby village of Kokkosu who signed up to join Pyu Saw Htee, a guerrilla group called the
Anonymous Special Task Force said earlier this month.

Since late January, Pyu Saw Htee members in Pauk have terrorised and torched more than
20 villages. They also reportedly shot a man dead after he tried to get them to stop their
rampage.

Also late last month, a coalition of PDF groups attacked the Lin Ka Daw Police Station in
Magway’s Myaing Township before burning it down and seizing weapons and ammunition.
The groups briefly detained 13 family members of the police officers who fled.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/five-killed-as-resistance-fighters-attack-magway-
police-station-used-as-training-camp-for-pyu
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Fighting ramps up in Myanmar’s Shan, Kayah states, leaving scores dead
Clashes add thousands to the list of displaced persons since the military’s coup a year ago.

2022.02.25

Homes burn in Kayah state's Loikaw township following junta
airstrikes, Feb. 23, 2022. Free Burma Rangers

Fighting between Myanmar junta troops and local militias
has intensified along the border of Shan and Kayah states,
leaving at least 10 civilians and 80 junta soldiers dead,

sources in the region say.

Around 20 People’s Defense Force fighters have also been killed in the clashes, sources
said.

Local aid groups and other sources say the fighting began on Feb. 16 in the town of
Mobye in southern Shan state and has spread to Nang Mae Khon in Kayah state, forcing
more than 30,000 people to flee their homes.

Clashes continued Friday morning, a spokesman for the Karenni National Defense Force
(KNDF) told RFA’s Myanmar Service.

“The fighting has been intense for eight days in a row, and has gotten worse in recent
days,” the spokesman for the armed ethnic group said, speaking on condition of
anonymity for security reasons. “And as junta forces are now using airstrikes, the
destruction is even greater.

“More than 70 to 80 enemy soldiers have been killed in the fighting, while we suffered
about 20 losses,” the spokesman added.

At least 10 civilians have been killed in heavy shelling by junta forces near Mobye since
fighting began, the KNDF said on Feb. 22, with other local sources saying that junta
helicopters and fighter jets have carried out daily bombing raids in the area since Feb. 17.

A People’s Defense Force fighter in Kayah state’s Demawso township told RFA that the
junta’s Light Infantry Battalion 427 in Demawso, Light Infantry Battalion 422 in Mobye,
and Infantry Battalion 250 in Loikaw township were using heavy artillery fire against
civilian targets.

“It’s really too cruel to attack innocent civilians when there aren’t any battles happening
nearby,” he said. “We are suffering heavy casualties.”

Two doctors working in Myanmar’s Civil Disobedience Movement, Maung Nwae Le and U
Alexander, were killed Thursday evening by junta airstrikes that also destroyed six houses
in Dawkamee village, the Demawso People’s Defense Force said in a statement.
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Villagers remaining in Demawso’s Nang Mae Khon have meanwhile fled their area to
escape heavy fighting, one refugee who had earlier escaped to southern Shan state said.

“They said earlier that they would wait to see how the situation developed, but then
were not able to escape to the north when things got worse. So last night, when the
planes attacked Nang Mae Khon, they fled to the west, moving all night.

“It’s not so easy to come here, especially in large numbers,” she said.
Destroying property, spreading fear

Ko Banyar, director of the Karenni Human Rights Group, said that 25 civilians had been
injured in clashes during the recent nine days of fighting. Myanmar junta soldiers now
see all villagers as enemies, he said.

“They are deliberately destroying people’s property,” he said. “Wari Suplai and Wi The
Ku villages are still burning, so the military is deliberately trying to endanger people’s
lives if they return to their homes.

“Cutting off health and food supplies also threatens people’s lives, and we can see that
the military is spreading fear among the locals. All in all, the junta is systematically
violating human rights,” he said.

More than 10,000 refugees have fled Daw Bu Ku and Thay Sulie villages since Thursday’s
bombing of Nang Mae Khon, the Karenni Human Rights Group said.

Reached for comment, deputy information minister, Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun, said that no
junta soldiers had died in the recent fighting, but some had been injured.

“In the Mobye area, around 150 to 200 [Karenni National Progressive Party] militants set
fire to the Loi Lem Lay police station yesterday, and they then attacked security forces in
seven places near Mobye Nang Mae Khon. Some of our soldiers were wounded, but as far
as | know no one was killed,” he said.

In nine days of fighting, more than 20,000 people from Mobye and 10,000 from Nang
Mae Khon have fled their homes, bringing the total number of war refugees in Kayah
state to nearly 200,000, according to the Karenni Human Rights Group.

Reported by RFA’s Myanmar Service. Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in
English by Richard Finney.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/fighting-02252022154129.html|

Regime Forces Kill Motorbike Rider in Central Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 February 2022

A motorbike rider was shot dead on Wednesday evening by Myanmar junta soldiers in
Mandalay Region’s Meiktila Township.
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The rider was on a bike with another man, when junta soldiers fired at them from in front of
the military-owned Inwa bank at around 7:30pm.

Local residents confirmed the killing to The Irrawaddy.

“Soldiers from Inwa Bank fired at two young people on a motorbike. The one on the back
was hit by two bullets in his back. He died on the spot. His friend drove away and escaped,”
said a resident who witnessed the incident.

Since November, the junta has barred two males from riding together on a motorbike in
some areas, especially those where resistance groups are most active, out of fear that
regime forces could be attacked with grenades or bombs.

Townships where the ban is in force include Meikitla, Sagaing Region’s Monywa and Yangon
Region’s Thanlyin and Hlaing Tharyar.

In Meiktila, local authorities imposed the ban after two soldiers died in a bomb attack by
motorbike riders in October last year.

“Mostly, they fine people 30,000 to 50,000 kyats if they break the regulations. | cannot
understand why they [junta forces] killed an unarmed civilian like that,” said another
Meiktila resident who wished to remain anonymous.

The Irrawaddy was unable to verify the name of the murdered man and was unable to reach
his family for comment.

Military regime forces also shot and killed a motorbike rider in Shwebo Township, Sagaing
Region in November and another man from Monywa on December 2. Both victims were
riding with another male on a motorbike.

As of Thursday, the junta has killed at least 1,579 civilians in their lethal crackdowns against
the anti-regime movement and detained nearly 12,400 since last year’s February 1 coup,
according to local monitoring group the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/regime-forces-kill-motorbike-rider-in-central-
myanmar.html

Locals flee again as Kayah State fighting intensifies

By Mizzima | 25 February 2022

(File) Men sitting in a temporary shelter at a camp for
internally displaced people (IDPs) in Demoso
township in Myanmar's Kayah state. Photo: AFP

Military junta fighter planes bombarded the area
around an internally displaced persons (IDP) camp in
Kayah (Karenni) State for no apparent reason on the
morning of 24 February, according to reports.
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According to the Karenni National Defence Force (KNDF) the bombardment killed two

civilians and burned down some houses in Daw Ka Mee Village in Nang Mae Khon Town.

It was the ninth consecutive day of fighting in the area when a group of military aircraft

bombed the area near the IDP camp and forced more people to flee their homes.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/locals-flee-again-kayah-state-fighting-intensifies

Myanmar Diaspora Bankrolling Armed Resistance to Junta Back Home

| Zsombor Peter

This photo taken on October 19, 2021 shows
members of the Karenni Nationalities Defense
Force and Kareni Army at a checkpoint near
Demoso, in Myanmar's eastern Kayah state.

BANGKOK — Ethnic minority communities from
Myanmar in the United States and elsewhere are
pouring hundreds of thousands, possibly millions,
of dollars into a growing guerrilla war against the country’s year-old military regime.

Rights groups say the junta has killed hundreds of civilians, arrested thousands and
launched deadly attacks on whole villages in a bloody bid to take full control of the country
since ousting a democratically elected government in February 2021.

For some of the ill-armed, cash-strapped militias fighting back, friends and family living
abroad are proving a wellspring of funds to keep them going.

“Without their support it would be very difficult for us,” Timmy Htut, general secretary of
the Chinland Joint Defense Committee, a planning body for armed rebel groups in western
Myanmar’s Chin state, told VOA.

Last year’s coup set off weeks of mass protests. When soldiers and police began shooting
into the crowds, communities across Myanmar, galvanized by the bloodshed, started taking
up arms and forming militias to resist and fight the new regime. Some of them teamed up
with established ethnic rebel armies that have been fighting the military for autonomy along
the country’s borderlands for decades.

Myanmar

,,,,,,,, ) In Chin state, the eponymous homeland of Myanmar’s
| ethnic Chin, dozens of local militias have fused to form the
Chinland Defense Force and allied with the Chin National

Page 11 of 48



Front, the area’s main ethnic rebel army. They set up the Chinland Joint Defense Committee
to coordinate their operations against the military.

Timmy Htut said the Chin diaspora, spread across the globe by decades of persecution in
majority ethnic Burman Myanmar, has been a critical lifeline for their cause.

“Most of the funds that we receive is from the people, our people who are already in the
U.S. or [other] Western countries, and they are our ethnic people. They raise funds for us,
and that’s most of the money that we receive,” he said.

Most of the foreign funding comes from the United States, he said, adding the Chin
communities in Britain, Malaysia and South Korea to the list of top donors.

He would not tell VOA how much they were sending but said the CDF was spending it on the
armed resistance “to equip our soldiers and also for the cost of the training.”

Foreign reserves

James Bawi Thang Bik, a community leader among the thousands of Chin who have
resettled in Malaysia over many years as refugees, said Chin families there have sent the
CDF more than $200,000 since April and were donating on a regular basis.

He said the money goes both to the armed resistance and to helping the thousands of
civilians in Chin, as elsewhere, who have been driven from their homes by the fighting.

“We send the money to the CDF, and then of course they spend some for the weapons and
they spend for food to support the refugees,” James Bawi Thang Bik said.

He said the militias “formed to defend our land and the life of our people. But this time they
don’t get any international support ... | mean like from another government.

“So, we decided that it is time for us to support each other and it is the time to recognize
them as our own army. Because the Chin, we’ve wanted freedom and independence for
many years, so this is going to be one of the best times and one of the best chances to go
forward with what we want for our nation.”

A senior officer for of the U.S.-based CDF-Hakha Support Team of North America told VOA
that his own group has sent the militia in the northern Chin state town of Hakha “hundreds
of thousands” of dollars as well, with more to come.

“For example, if we are trying to support them, a gun in Chin state, like let’s say an M-16,
AK-47, it costs about $6,000 [and] ... ammo costs about $10. So, we are trying our best to
support them as much as [we] can,” he said, speaking on condition of anonymity for the
safety of family members back in Myanmar.
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Other Chin communities in the United States have set up their own groups to raise funds for
militias affiliated with their particular tribes.

B

FILE - Members of the Karenni Nationalities Defence
Force and Kareni Army at a checkpoint near
Demoso, in Myanmar's eastern Kayah state, Oct.

19, 2021.

The cost of war

Min Zaw Oo, executive director of the Myanmar
Institute for Peace and Security think tank, said militias in some other states where ethnic
minorities dominate, including Kayin and Kayah in the east, have been tapping into their
own communities abroad for funds.

Myanmar’s so-called National Unity Government, a shadow state forged from lawmakers
ousted by the coup and other groups opposed to the junta, has been running international
fundraisers for the broader resistance effort as well, he added, and sharing some of the
money with the militias it has formed formal alliances with.

Taken together, Min Zaw Oo estimates that militias across Myanmar have raked in millions
of dollars from abroad by now, supplementing the donations arriving from inside the
country and what some of them earn by taxing local businesses.

That is still only a sliver of the billions of dollars at the disposal of the junta, which, at an
estimated 350,000 troops, commands one of the largest armed forces in the region.

Even so, Min Zaw Oo said the foreign funds flowing to the resistance will ease one of the
militias’ main handicaps, a dearth of weapons.

“The weapons prices [have] tripled compared to the pre-coup era, and the availability of
weapons is also quite restricted because most of the weapons are so far coming from
Thailand,” he said. “There are Thai smugglers, but they are not big smugglers ... they are not
[moving] like thousands of weapons. There are many small smugglers. They try to bring
weapons [from] Thailand to sell the opposition in Myanmar.”

Some of the ethnic rebel armies are helping to arm the militias they team up with
themselves. Min Zaw Oo said a few are also selling to the militias to cash in on the rocketing
prices. He said an M-16 in near-mint condition that cost anywhere from $5,500 to $8,500
just over a year ago on the local black market now goes for upwards of $22,000.

“Because these weapons prices [are] spiking, the international funds are quite important for
the groups to survive,” he said.
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More money, he added, means “more weapons [and] explosives; a lot of them purchase
explosives to set up IEDs,” or improvised explosive devices.

More than money

Some of those resettled abroad are committing more than just money. Timmy Htut, James
Bawi Thang Bik and the CDF-Hakha Support Team said some have also gone back to
Myanmar to join the fight with the militias. They would not share numbers.

James Bawi Thang Bik said some in Malaysia have approached his fundraising team seeking
help with the trip but the team refused. He said he heard from their friends that they left
anyway, using the same human smuggling networks that have helped refugees leave
Myanmar to get them back in.

Timmy Htut said a Chin refugee who resettled in the United States after defecting from the
Myanmar military several years ago was now back in Myanmar passing on his old training to
the new militias.

The CDF-Hakha Support Team said some Chin have gone back from the United States as
well.

FILE - Myanmar's junta chief Senior General Min
ﬁ Aung Hlaing presides over an army parade on Armed

- :

Forces Day in Naypyitaw, Myanmar, March 27, 2021.

! With the junta still able to draw on a massive budget
Vv =0, Gov 3 & and military, and an armed resistance growing more
organized and ambitious by the month, analysts see
no imminent end to Myanmar’s post-coup crisis. The
senior officer with the CDF-Hakha Support Team said foreign funds would keep flowing to
the militias for as long as it lasts.

“This revolution must be the last one in Burma,” he said, calling Myanmar by its other name.
“We believe that this dictatorship must end, so we all are responsible. If we are in unity to
fight against the dictatorship, the military regime in Burma, then we will surely overcome,
so this fundraising will be until the end of this revolution.”

The junta claims to be fighting a legitimate counterinsurgency campaign and has labeled the
militias “terrorists.”

It says elections in 2020, which the military’s proxy party lost decisively, were riddled with
fraud and that it ousted the government after its claims were ignored. The junta has
provided no evidence to back up the claim. Local and international election observers say
the poll largely reflected the people’s will.
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https://www.voanews.com/a/myanmar-diaspora-bankrolling-armed-resistance-to-junta-
back-home/6459059.html

Myanmar army lieutenant colonel defects to the resistance

The individual is among the highest ranking officers to have joined the Civil Disobedience
Movement since the coup

Min Min | Published on Feb 25, 2022

A lieutenant colonel under the junta defected from the army and joined the Civil
Disobedience Movement (CDM) on Thursday, according to officers who had already joined
the resistance.

The individual, whose name and previous station was not disclosed for security reasons, was
reportedly a battalion commander prior to leaving the military.

“His rank is the highest among those who have joined us. This will also significantly affect
the military council,” another striking officer told Myanmar Now.

Daily battles have been taking place between the junta’s forces and resistance groups in
Chin, Kachin, Karen and Karenni states as well as in Sagaing Region.

According to the defence ministry under the shadow National Unity Government, a total of
8,354 Myanmar army soldiers have been killed and 2,896 injured in battles nationwide as of
mid-February.

Some 2,000 troops had reportedly defected from the military since the coup in February last
year, Cpt Lin Htet Aung—a member of the CDM himself—told Myanmar Now in late
January.

Lin Htet Aung oversees Pyi Thu Yin Khwin, meaning “People’s Embrace,” an organisation
supporting army defectors.

“In 2022, we are expecting more soldiers to join the resistance and to bring along their
weapons due to the much improved military skills of the on-ground revolutionary forces,”
he said, adding, “It’s hard to say how many for sure, but more soldiers are going to join the
resistance.”

The military council’s information minister Maung Maung Ohn said on Thursday in a junta-
run newspaper that the number of deserting troops was negligible.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-army-lieutenant-colonel-defects-to-
the-resistance
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Matupi Police officer surrenders to Chin armed forces
By Mizzima | 25 February 2022

A police officer from the Matupi police station in Chin State
defected to the Chinland Defence Force Matupi branch (CDF
Matupi) with his weapon, a G3 battle rifle, on 23 January.

The police officer, Htet Wai Zaw, said to Mizzima: "When |
saw violence against innocent people happening in front of
me, | felt as if | was victimized. Witnessing such inhumane
acts, | felt as if | was an accomplice. | quit because | really could not accept this behaviour.”

The Chinland Defense Forces warmly welcomed the policeman who will now support and
keep civilians safe.

Similarly, a sergeant and a corporal from the army Light Infantry Battalion (521) based in
Matupi Township reportedly surrendered with two MA 1 rifles, 550 rounds of ammunition,
two grenades and a landmine on 26 January.

As of February, 11 junta troops (soldiers and police) have defected to CDF Matupi.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/matupi-police-officer-surrenders-chin-armed-forces

Union Election Commission Could Dissolve SNLD
By SHAN - February 25, 2022

Leaders of the Shan Nationalities League for Democracy (SNLD) expects the regime-
appointed Union Election Commission (UEC) might disband their party after it missed a
deadline to audit its financial records.

SNLD voters

¥ The SNLD and the National League for Democracy
(NLD) and two other parties missed the 14 February
date. The UEC sent a notice to all four parties on 23
February asking them to come to its office within two
weeks, otherwise they could be charged with violating
election laws, which carries a three year suspension.

“According to the election mechanism, the UEC can inspect all registered parties. We did not
commit any wrong doing so we do not need to be inspected at the UEC office,” said SNLD
spokesperson Sai Leik. “If they want to inspect our party, they can come to our party
headquarters.”

The SNLD secured the second most seats in Shan State in the 2020 race.
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“Whether they decide to abolish or suspend our party is up to the UEC. We'll continue to
adhere to the policies of our party,” the SNLD spokesperson said.

State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi and most of the other NLD leaders were arrested after
the coup. While SNLD leaders have been arrested before by previous military regimes, this is
the first time the party has been threatened with disbandment since the recent take over.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24716

Norwegian govt called on to intervene as junta stops Telenor execs from leaving Myanmar

Critics warn the Norwegian government and Telenor against giving in to the military’s
taking of ‘hostages’

Myanmar Now | Published on Feb 25, 2022

A Telenor showroom in Mandalay in September 2015
(Telenor Group)

Myanmar’s junta is refusing to allow Telenor executives
to leave the country pending the finalisation of the sale
of the company’s telecommunications operations, the
group’s leadership said.

Critics of the sale—to a consortium controlled by the military-linked company Shwe Byain
Phyu, after an initial purchase by the Lebanese M1 Group—have responded that the
circumstances necessitate a diplomatic intervention by Norway, the majority owner of
Telenor Group.

In an interview with the Norwegian business newspaper Dagens Naeringsliv (DN) this week,
Telenor Group CEO Sigve Brekke said, “We have received a clear message from the
authorities that senior employees will not be allowed to leave.”

Brekke told DN that one of the executives was a Norwegian citizen.

In October, junta investment minister Aung Naing Oo told Reuters that there was “kind of a
request not to leave the country” so the junta could physically hold discussions with
Telenor’s management.

Myanmar Now has learnt that there is also at least one Indian citizen working for Telenor
Myanmar who is subject to the ban.

Brekke would not comment on whether employees had tried to leave the country and been
stopped.

The company has been pushing to complete the sale of its Myanmar unit; Myanmar Now
confirmed that the junta’s telecoms regulator, the Posts and Telecommunications
Department (PTD), gave regulatory approval for the transaction this week, a significant step
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toward the finalisation of the sale to the M1 Group. The sale still needs approval from the
Myanmar Investment Commission, according to a Telenor Group spokesperson.

The Norwegian citizen in question is not in military custody and it is believed that the
individual’s movements within Myanmar were not restricted at the time of reporting.

A source familiar with the executive’s situation told Myanmar Now that the individual had
recently applied to the junta’s telecoms regulator for exit approval and was awaiting a
decision.

Telenor Group would not confirm or deny this, nor did they respond to questions of
whether the travel restrictions on foreign executives was a factor affecting the sale plan of
their Myanmar subsidiary.

The Royal Norwegian Embassy in Myanmar confirmed that “a Norwegian citizen has been
denied permission to leave Myanmar” and that they were providing consular services to the
individual but would not comment further or confirm whether the citizen in question was a
Telenor employee.

The Norwegian embassy did not comment on whether Norway was working with India or
other allies to facilitate the safe passage of Telenor expatriate staff out of Myanmar.

When asked if Telenor has sought assistance from Indian authorities, Telenor Group
spokesperson Cathrine Stang Lund replied, “Telenor Group is in dialogue with diplomatic
missions and foreign services on an ongoing basis regarding the situation in Myanmar,
including on the travel ban.”

The Indian embassy in Myanmar did not respond to a request for comment.

When asked to respond to human rights concerns regarding Telenor Group’s planned
transfer of personal data to the Shwe Byain Phyu-led consortium, and how the junta’s travel
ban affects the sale, the Norwegian embassy replied that commercial questions need to be
directed to Telenor.

“Although the Norwegian state is the majority shareholder in Telenor, Norwegian company
law places the responsibility for assessments and decisions relating to the company’s
investments in Myanmar with its board of directors and corporate management, and not
the owners.”

Some critics have warned the Norwegian government that pushing ahead with the sale is
tantamount to giving in to a “hostage” situation.

Norwegian judge Hanne Sophie Greve said that the travel ban needed to be dealt with at a
state level.

“If it is correct that a Norwegian and an Indian citizen have been taken hostage, that is a
most serious issue that it is for the Norwegian government and for the Indian government
to address,” she told Myanmar Now. “It is totally unacceptable for international business to
be conducted in a way that you take a few hostages, and you get what you want.”
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Joseph Wilde-Ramsing, a Senior Researcher at the Centre for Research on Multinational
Corporations (SOMO), said the travel ban should be dealt with by the Norwegian
government separately from the sale of the Telenor Myanmar unit.

“This is a diplomatic issue that needs to be handled at the highest levels of the Norwegian
government and not something that Telenor should be playing with in the sale, using the
lives and rights of 18 million Myanmar citizens as a bargaining chip,” he explained,
referencing the number of Telenor Myanmar subscribers who stand to have their personal
data compromised by the sale of the operation to a military-linked entity.

Chris Sidoti, a member of the Special Advisory Council on Myanmar, said that the ban
required a tough approach from the Norwegian government and warned Telenor against
factoring it into the sale.

“International best practice when terrorists hold hostages is to not negotiate with the
terrorists. We have a direct contrast in relation to Myanmar in which the US took a tough
line with the military and Danny Fenster was released,” he said, referring to the American
journalist imprisoned by the junta for six months.

“Australia has been sycophantic and weak and Sean Turnell is still in prison,” he added.
Turnell, an Australian national and economic advisor to the ousted National League for
Democracy government, was arrested following the February coup last year and remains in
junta custody.

“The only way to deal with the military is to stand up to these bully boys. If Telenor is using
this as a reason to sell, it just encourages the generals to take hostages,” Sidoti told
Myanmar Now.

In June 2021, junta telecom regulator PTD, issued a directive requiring that
telecommunications executives apply for permission to exit Myanmar pending the
activation of a lawful intercept—enabling the junta to monitor the content of subscribers’
communications—which applied to all mobile operators. A copy of the directive was seen by
Myanmar Now.

Telenor Group CEO Sigve Brekke told DN that Telenor Group may have been able to avoid
activation of the lawful intercept because of the ongoing sales process.

“A Norwegian company cannot activate this type of monitoring equipment in Myanmar. And
we do not want to contribute to human rights violations. So far we have not done that. That
is also why we must leave the country as soon as possible to prevent us from being forced
to follow orders that could eventually lead to serious breaches,” Brekke said.

However, after the sale, Telenor Myanmar’s new buyers are expected to comply with the
order to activate lawful intercept technology, giving the junta the ability to monitor
conversations on the Telenor Myanmar network.

Critics have argued that the transfer of personal data through the sale will amount to a
serious breach of human rights, and can be used by the junta to track down dissidents.
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Earlier this month, a Myanmar citizen filed a complaint at the Norwegian Data Protection
Authority seeking to prevent Telenor Group’s planned transfer of personal data. The
complaint is pending.

For Norwegian judge Hanne Sophe Greve, the travel ban illustrates the danger of Telenor
continuing with the sale and handing over the personal data of its millions of Myanmar
users.

“The alleged situation really confirms that what’s at stake is that the military junta wants
the data that comes with the sale. Otherwise why would they take hostages?”

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/norwegian-govt-called-on-to-intervene-as-junta-

stops-telenor-execs-from-leaving-myanmar

EU should enforce new sanctions on Myanmar junta, says NGO
By Mizzima |

Human Rights Watch (HRW) have issued a statement calling on the European union (EU) to
swiftly enforce new sanctions targeting Myanmar’s junta and its state-owned oil company,
Myanmar Qil and Gas Enterprise (MOGE).

They also said that The EU should ensure that the withdrawals of EU companies complying
with sanctions do not benefit the junta and that similar measures should be quickly adopted
by the United States, United Kingdom, Norway, Japan, Thailand, South Korea, Australia, and
other countries.

This follows the EU’s 21 February imposition of new sanctions on junta officials, junta-linked
“cronies,” and junta-controlled businesses including MOGE, which partners with
international energy companies in the oil and gas sector.

According to HRW, the new sanctions will require several energy companies to terminate
their operations in Myanmar, a significant impact since natural gas earnings are the
Myanmar junta’s single largest source of foreign currency revenue. However, ambiguous
provisions raise concerns that companies might transfer their stakes to MOGE or to other
companies not subject to sanctions.

“If energy companies leaving Myanmar end up transferring their ownership shares or
revenues to MOGE’s benefit, this will only further enrich and entrench the abusive and
brutal junta,” said John Sifton, Asia advocacy director at Human Rights Watch. “The
sanctions are meant to pressure the junta, not to allow Total Energies, Chevron, and others
to bolster military rule.”

Since the military coup on 1 February 2021, the junta’s crackdown on opposition has seen
mass killings, torture, sexual violence, arbitrary arrests, and other widespread and
systematic abuses amounting to crimes against humanity. Continuing military attacks in the
country’s ethnic areas have resulted in numerous war crimes.
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Companies’ responsible exits from Myanmar should include placing companies’ existing
shares or property rights into trust or escrow to ensure the revenues from those shares do
not benefit the military. This includes shares of existing exploration or development projects
or production or pipeline transportation ventures, Human Rights Watch said.

This is consistent with their responsibilities under the United Nations Guiding Principles on
Business and Human Rights, whose commentary states that factors to consider in
determining “appropriate action[s]” in cases in which business activities are enabling rights
abuses include consideration of “whether terminating the relationship with the entity itself
would have adverse human rights consequences.”

Total Energies, Chevron, and Woodside have each stated recently that they plan to
withdraw from Myanmar in the coming months. Total Energies, headquartered in France,
and Chevron, in the US, are involved in joint operations with MOGE related to offshore gas
production and delivery to Thailand. Australia-based Woodside has exploratory and
production rights in several other offshore gas fields. The company ENI, based in Italy, is
involved in onshore oil production.

Transferring ownership shares to MOGE or a third party outside of EU jurisdiction would
have negative consequences by increasing MOGE’s ownership shares and future revenue,
strengthening the junta’s resources and capacities. Myanmar’s military uses its foreign
currency revenue primarily for the military’s benefit, Human Rights Watch said.

The new EU sanctions appear to prohibit transfers or sales of shares to MOGE, since it is a
“sanctioned entity.” However, the measures also temporarily authorize “making available”
to MOGE “economic resources” when EU authorities determine that doing so is necessary
for “the transfer before 31 July 2022 of shares or interests necessary for the termination of
contracts” with MOGE. The ambiguous wording, apparently meant to temporarily license
incidental transactions companies make while exiting, could be interpreted to authorize
transferring shares to MOGE and should be clarified.

EU governments implementing new sanctions applicable to MOGE — in particular, the
French and Italian governments since Total Energies and ENI fall under their jurisdiction —
should make clear to companies that their ownership shares cannot be transferred or sold
to MOGE.

Companies should urge other energy companies remaining in Myanmar, including current
joint venture partners, to place future revenue shares to MOGE into trust or escrow
accounts as well. Thailand’s state-owned PTT and South Korea’s POSCO, the two main
energy companies remaining in Myanmar, should signal their support for such measures.
The largest gas revenue payments to junta-controlled accounts are made via PTT, which
purchases approximately 80 percent of Myanmar’s exported natural gas.

If exiting companies determine that they must sell or transfer their shares to another
business entity, they should ensure that entities receiving such shares will respect
international sanctions and follow international standards on business and human rights.
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Human Rights Watch has previously urged other companies exiting Myanmar, including the
Japanese beverage company Kirin, to ensure that their shares are not transferred to the
military or sold or transferred in a way that benefits the junta.

To help prevent other companies or Myanmar authorities from undermining sanctions,
other governments should follow the EU’s lead and impose similar measures specifying that
transfers of ownership to the junta are prohibited, Human Rights Watch said. Additional
sanctions would also help ensure that the junta isn’t able to evade the new EU sanctions in
other jurisdictions.

“The overarching effect of the EU’s new sanctions is to restrict the junta’s access to MOGE
revenues,” Sifton said. “Myanmar’s military won’t improve its rights record until the
economic impacts of sanctions become too great to bear.”

https://www.mizzima.com/article/eu-should-enforce-new-sanctions-myanmar-junta-says-
ngo

Serbia Sold Arms to Myanmar Junta After Coup
By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 February 2022

Serbia has continued to supply arms to the Myanmar military since the coup, despite the
fact that those weapons are being used to attack and kill civilians, including children.

Tom Andrews, the United Nations (UN) Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights
in Myanmar, identified Serbia, along with China and Russia, as UN member states that are
continuing to sell arms to the junta in a report issued on Tuesday.

On the same day, the independent rights group Myanmar Witness also issued its own report
revealing that air-launched rockets were exported by Serbia to Myanmar after the February
1, 2021 coup.

Serbia and the Myanmar military have a close relationship that goes back decades to when
Serbia was part of the former Yugoslavia. A Serbian delegation reportedly visited
Myanmar in January 2022 to discuss sales of artillery to the junta.

The Myanmar Witness report said that a Belarussian plane carrying some 1,644 80mm aerial
rockets from Serbia landed at Yangon Airport at 6.30pm on February 9 last year, eight days
after the junta’s coup. The rights group also revealed that the rockets were exported
officially by Serbian arms manufacturer Jugoimport-SDPR, which was granted an export
license by Serbia’s Ministry of Trade, Tourism and Communication.

Images from social media appear to show crates of rockets being unloaded from the plane
at Yangon Airport on February 10, 2021.

80mm aerial rockets are used by the Myanmar military’s Russian-made Yak-130 fighter jets
and Mi-24/35 attack helicopters, which have been involved in numerous airstrikes against
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civilian targets, especially in Sagaing Region and Kayah, Karen and Chin states, where armed
resistance to the junta is strongest.

On Wednesday afternoon two civilians were killed when junta jets bombed villages in Kayah
State’s Demoso Township.

“Serbia’s transfers of these arms likely breach Serbia’s Geneva Convention obligations and
may also violate Serbia’s responsibility under customary international law given the virtual
certainty that rockets of the sort Serbia has authorized would be used against civilians and
the prominent role that rockets have played in Myanmar’s attacks on civilians,” said Tom
Andrews in the UN report.

Last June, the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution calling on member states to stop
the flow of arms to the junta.

However, the UN report identified China and Russia — both permanent members of the UN
Security Council — as having supplied fighter jets and armored vehicles to the regime since
the coup. Serbia has supplied artillery shells, as well as aerial rockets.

Andrews urged weapons exporting nations to suspend immediately all arms sales to the
junta, and called for the UN Security Council to adopt a resolution banning the transfer of
arms that the regime is using to attack and kill civilians.

“It should be incontrovertible that weapons used to kill civilians should no longer be
transferred to Myanmar. These transfers truly shock the conscience,” Andrews

said. “Stopping the junta’s atrocity crimes begins with blocking their access to weapons. The
more the world delays, the more innocent people, including children, will die in Myanmar.”

The London-based rights group Burma Campaign UK condemned the Serbian government
for its sales of rockets being used to target civilians.

“By supplying arms to the Burmese military, Serbia is complicit in violations of international
law,” said Anna Roberts, Executive Director of Burma Campaign UK. “The Serbian
government knows that the weapons it supplies to the Burmese military are used against
civilians, with children and babies being injured and killed.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/serbia-sold-arms-to-myanmar-junta-after-
coup.html

Myanmar Regime Backs Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine
By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 February 2022

As the world condemned Russia’s invasion of Ukraine on Friday, Myanmar military junta
spokesman Zaw Min Tun took a different view, telling VOA’s Burmese Service that Russia
was acting to maintain its sovereignty, and praising Moscow’s role in balancing global
power.
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Russian forces on Friday unleashed one of Europe’s largest military offensives since World
War Il with a full-scale invasion of Ukraine.

The regime’s support for Moscow is hardly surprising, as Russia is a key supplier of military
hardware to the junta, and the two countries have strengthened ties since the military coup
in Myanmar in February last year.

Two weeks before the coup, Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu made a two-day visit to
Naypyitaw pledging to sell air defense weaponry to Myanmar. It is believed that Myanmar
military leaders informed their Russian counterparts of the imminent takeover and sought
Russia’s support.

Less than two months after the coup, while the international community including most
Western nations were condemning the military regime, Russian Deputy Defense Minister
Colonel General Alexander Vasilyevich Fomin arrived in Naypyitaw to attend the 76th
annual Armed Forces Day on March 27, 2021.

On the same day, the regime, known as the State Administration Council, slaughtered more
than 100 people across the country, making it the bloodiest single day since the generals
seized power.

Shunned by the West, Myanmar military leaders have forged closer ties with Russia, China,
Belarus, Serbia, Ukraine, India and Pakistan.

Coup leader Min Aung Hlaing has exchanged numerous visits with senior Russian military
officers, though there has been no face-to-face meeting with Russian President Vladimir
Putin. The Myanmar coup leader has reportedly made several requests to meet with Putin.

Since the coup, top-ranking military leaders including General Soe Win, deputy commander
of the armed forces; then-Air Force chief General Maung Maung Kyaw (who has since been
removed from the post); and General Maung Maung Aye, chief of the general staff, have
also visited Russia.

Maung Maung Aye held talks with Russian army officers about acquiring air defense
systems. Russia sold Myanmar US$2.3 billion worth of weapons during his trip, according to
Russian news agencies.

Myanmar military personnel also study at a number of military schools and training facilities
in Russia, including the Omsk Armor Engineering Institute, the Air Force Engineering
Academy in Moscow, the Nizhniy Novgorod Command Academy and the Kazan Military
Command Academy.

While the junta has made clear its position on Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, it is not without
links to the latter; Ukraine also supplies weapons to the Myanmar military.

The military purchased from Ukraine an estimated 1,000 BTR-3U armored personnel carriers
(APCs) to be assembled in Myanmar. And in 2016-17, Ukrainian arms manufacturers
reportedly shipped parts for Mil Mi-2 and Mil Mi-17 helicopters, BTR-3U armored personnel
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carriers, a ship engine, and ship propulsion and radar systems through a local arms dealer in
Myanmar.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-backs-russias-invasion-of-
ukraine.html
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