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Myanmar Military’s Long History of Electoral Fraud
Army captain, wife shot dead in Yangon
Headmaster kidnapped in northern Sagaing feared dead
Myanmar archbishop’s native village hit by junta airstrike
With No Int’l Support, Myanmar Resistance Groups Seek Public Funds for
Homemade Weapons
KIA Ambushes Burma Army In Sagaing Region
Further clashes between KIA, Myanmar military break out in Hpakant
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Myanmar military suffers ‘heavy casualties’ in fighting with Rakhine rebels
US withdraws from ASEAN counter terrorism meeting
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Myanmar Military’s Long History of Electoral Fraud
By BERTIL LINTNER | 19 July 2022

If Myanmar’s military dictator, Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, is to be believed, elections
will possibly be held sometime next year. After overthrowing a democratically elected
government and, according to United Nations data, killing at least 1,500 pro-democracy
demonstrators and activists and detaining and arresting almost another 8,800, as well as
forcing over a million people to become both internal and external refugees, it would be
hard for anyone to take such assurances seriously. The only takers would be some of
Myanmar’s partners in the Association of Southeast Asian Nation (ASEAN), which in any case
is a ten-member bloc mostly made up of undemocratic regimes.

To get a better understanding of what the Senior General and his cohorts are up to, it would
also be useful to examine Myanmar’s electoral history since the military first seized power
in a coup in 1962. For the first twelve years, Myanmar was ruled by a “Revolutionary
Council” made up of senior army officers. Then, in December 1973, a referendum was held
on a new constitution. However, the ‘voting’ hardly met any acceptable, democratic
standard. There were two boxes in the polling booths, a white one for the yes-votes and a
black for the no-votes. The two boxes were hidden behind a screen, but placed in different
corners of the polling booth — and there was a 15-20cm wide gap between the ground and
the screen, so officials could easily see how people voted. Even so, some voters managed to
cast their ballots in the no-box but, hardly surprisingly, the authorities announced that 90.19
per cent had approved the new constitution and it was promulgated on January 3, 1974.

Elections were held in January and February 1974 but, according to the new constitution,
Myanmar had become a one-party state so all 451 contested seats were won by the Burma
Socialist Program Party (BSPP) with an officially declared 94.61 per cent turnout. The
number of members of the Pyithu Hluttaw, or the legislative People’s Assembly, fluctuated
somewhat, so that the BSPP won 464 of 464 contested seats in 1978, 475 out of 475 in 1981
and 489 out of 489 in 1985. Elections were also supposed to have taken place in parts of the
country which were not even controlled by the government, but held by various armed
rebel movements.

Then came the 1988 pro-democracy uprising, which was brutally crushed and led to the
formation of a new junta, the State Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC). But, to the
surprise of many, the one-party system was abolished and then junta chief General Saw
Maung promised to hold what he termed “free and fair elections”. The BSPP had been
transformed into a new pro-military entity, the National Unity Party (NUP), and the generals
probably overestimated its importance and popularity. | remember meeting Ye Htut, a
SLORC information officer, in January 1989 and he told me that “you foreigners believe that
the NLD has widespread popular support. They may have some followers in urban areas, but
in the countryside, the people support us.” The NLD, or the National League for Democracy,
was formed after the August-September 1988 uprising and soon became the main force for
a restoration of the democracy that Myanmar had enjoyed prior to the 1962 coup.
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Robert Taylor, a Western academic and well-known defender of successive authoritarian
Myanmar regimes, expressed the same view in a lengthy article in the March 1990 issue
of Current History: “Many observers feel that it (the NUP) will do well in the election.” The
argument at the time was that the NLD may be strong in urban areas, whereas in the
countryside people would vote for “the devil they know”.

Elections were held on May 27, 1990 and it was a landslide victory for the NLD. It captured
392 of 485 contested seats, in urban as well as rural areas, while the NUP got a mere 10
seats. It may be argued that the NUP, after all, got a bit over 20 per cent of the popular vote,
but only a tiny fraction of the seats because Myanmar elections are not proportional. But no
matter how one looks at it, the NUP was routed — and the military had to create an entirely
new political platform, that, in 1993, became the Union Solidarity and Development
Association, which was renamed the Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP) in
2010.

But, in 1990, the “wrong” party had won so the rules had to change. On July 27, two months
after the election, the SLORC issued “Announcement 1/90” declaring that only the junta
“has the right to legislative power” — and that “the representatives elected by the people”
would merely be “responsible for drafting a new constitution for a future democratic state.”
Within days of the announcement, Myanmar’s military intelligence service — which is more
of secret police force than an actual intelligence service — launched a massive campaign
against elected NLD MPs. By the end of the year, 65 had been arrested, nearly a dozen had
fled to neighboring countries such as Thailand and India, and many resigned voluntarily.

The elected Pyithu Hluttaw was never convened. Instead, about 100 of the 485 MPs elected
were to sit in a “National Convention” together with 600 other, non-elected representatives
who had been handpicked by the military to draft a new constitution. Eighteen years later,
in April 2008, that task was eventually completed and a referendum was held. As expected
by most serious observers of the political scene in Myanmar, it turned out to be blatantly
fraudulent. The ruling junta, now renamed the State Peace and Development Council
(SPDC), announced that the constitution had been approved by 92.4 per cent of voters,
claiming a 99 per cent turnout in the regions where voting had taken place. However, in
some constituencies, it was reported that more than 100 per cent of voters had approved of
the new constitution — which had to be corrected to give the new constitution at least a
semblance of credibility.

After the referendum, a general election followed in November 2010, which, again, every
serious observer agrees was also rigged. The USDP ‘won’ a landslide victory, capturing a
solid majority in both the upper and lower houses of the new parliament. In addition, a
quarter of all seats in both chambers were reserved for the military, and thus not even
elected. A new ‘civilian’ government was formed consisting mainly of military officers who
had replaced their uniforms with civilian clothes. The new president, U Thein Sein, a former
general, had previously served as a military-appointed prime minister from 2007 to 2010
and as first secretary of the SPDC.
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U Thein Sein’s government did, however, order the release of political prisoners and
allowed parties, including the NLD, to operate openly. Press censorship was lifted and new
civil society organizations were formed. The notion that Myanmar was going through a
transition to a civilian-based system of government became widespread, at least among
foreign observers. The U Thein Sein government also initiated a ‘peace process’ whereby
the country’s ethnic armed organizations were invited to talks with the new government
and the military.

As a result, U Thein Sein was hailed in the Western media as “Myanmar’s Gorbachev”
leading the country toward a better future. That impression was strengthened when the
NLD won a landslide victory in the November 2015 election capturing 255 of 330 contested
seats in the Lower House and 135 of 168 contested seats in the Upper House. The USDP
won only 30 and 11 seats respectively. In addition, 56 seats in the Upper House and 110 in
the Lower were appointed by the military.

The military accepted the outcome of the 2015 election and the NLD was allowed to form a
new government — but only after the old dictator and SPDC Chairman, Senior General Than
Shwe, had intervened and sent not an army officer but his non-political and popular-music
loving grandson, Nay Shwe Thway Aung, better known as Phoe La Pyae, as his personal
intermediary. The NLD scored another, even bigger, victory in November 2020, winning 258
seats in the Upper House and 138 in the Lower. Once again, the USDP suffered a humiliating
defeat, winning just 26 seats in the Upper House and 7 in the Lower.

A second NLD victory was more than the military could accept, and the generals began
talking about “voter fraud” while international and domestic poll watchers insisted that the
2020 election was largely free and fair. The NLD was about to form a second government
when the military stepped in on February 1 last year and arrested the entire cabinet,
including President U Win Myint and State Counselor Aung San Suu Kyi. What has happened
since then is well documented. Myanmar has entered a new era of its decades-long civil
war. Now armed ethnic Bamar groups, as well as ethnic minority rebels, are fighting military
regime troops, and the new junta, the State Administration Council (SAC), has unleashed an
almost unprecedented reign of terror across the country to prove its point, that the 2020
election was marred with fraud — contrary to what everybody else has been saying.

Only a complete fool can believe that the SAC, under present circumstances and with past
experiences of elections in Myanmar fresh in the memory, would hold free and fair elections
and, if they were free and fair, honor the result. Myanmar has reached a point of no return
from which there is no easy way out. After the introduction of a number of liberalizations
after 2010 — it would be wrong to call them ‘reforms’ because no organic changes were
made to the 2008 constitution which guaranteed the military’s supreme powers — the
general public appeared to be prepared to forgive and forget what atrocities the generals
had committed in the past. But not this time. The military has gone too far, and will never
be forgiven for the pain and suffering it has inflicted on the people and the country. The
generals may also be acutely aware of this and realize that they are either in power — or
they are in prison, or worse. Fear is the glue that keeps the military together and that is why
they can’t give up their stranglehold on the nation. They are not going to change.
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It would also be foolish to expect, as some foreign governments seem to do, ASEAN to act as
some kind of mediator in the conflict. Apart from being a bloc of predominantly
undemocratic nations, ASEAN’s two “guiding principles”, non-interference and consensus,
would prevent it from taking any affirmative action when it comes to the internal affairs of a
member country. And then there is the “constructive-engagement-lobby” consisting of
mostly Western academics and self-proclaimed peacemakers, who naively believe that
Myanmar’s generals would listen to their advice. They will remain what they always have
been: court jesters who are a source of amusement rather than inspiration.

Myanmar is well on its way to becoming a failed state and that is the fault of the military
which seized power in 1962 and never let go of it. The end result may be what the generals
say they fear the most: disintegration of the Union. And that would have far-reaching
consequences for the entire South and Southeast Asian region.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-militarys-long-history-of-electoral-
fraud.html

Army captain, wife shot dead in Yangon

The killing comes just days after the assassination of a judge by a guerrilla group active in
Myanmar’s largest city

Han Thit / Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Jul 19, 2022

:_ The bodies of army captain Aung Naing Phyo and his wife
@ Ju Ju Aung after their killing on July 18 (Supplied)

An army captain and his wife were shot and killed in
Yangon’s Hlaing Township on Monday, in the latest
assassination carried out by anti-regime forces in
Myanmar’s largest city.

i
Captain Aung Naing Phyo, 35, and his wife, Ju Ju Aung, were in their car when they were
attacked on Bayintnaung 9th Street in Hlaing’s Ward 2, according to locals and police

sources.

“The wife was still breathing when she was found in the car, but she was losing a lot of
blood,” said a local resident who spoke on condition of anonymity.

“l don’t think it’s likely she survived, and | heard later that state media said she had died,”
he added.

According to a police source, Aung Naing Phyo was shot in the neck, while Ju Ju Aung had
been shot in the left temple. Further details were not available at the time of reporting.

An information officer for the shadow National Unity Government (NUG)’s Yangon Region
Military Command confirmed that the assassination was carried out by an urban guerrilla
group based in Yangon.
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“I didn’t hear anything about any of our men getting injured, so | think it’s safe to assume
that there were no casualties on our side,” the information officer said on Monday.

A group calling itself ANONYMOUS Urban Guerrillas later posted on its Telegram page that it
was responsible for the killing.

“Junta grunts and informants in the western district of Yangon will also share the same fate.
We will not warn them again,” the group said in its statement.

Hlaing Info, a Facebook page that reports on Hlaing Township, wrote that a large number of
junta troops were seen conducting searches in the area shortly after the shooting.

The assassination comes just days after the killing of San Lin, a judge in Yangon’s Mingalar
Taung Nyunt Township, who was shot dead by a guerrilla force last Friday.

The group that carried out the attack said that it wanted to “send the courts a warning”
about sentencing protesters to long prison terms on charges of incitement.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/army-captain-wife-shot-dead-in-yangon

Headmaster kidnapped in northern Sagaing feared dead

The victim, a 38-year-old father of three, was accused by his captors of supporting PDF
groups in the area

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Jul 19, 2022

A school headmaster who was abducted from his
home in northern Sagaing Region’s Homalin Township
on Sunday is believed to be dead, according to local
sources.

The victim, Aung San Win, was kidnapped at around
1lam on Sunday by armed assailants who accused him
of funding People’s Defence Force (PDF) groups, a
source close to his family told Myanmar Now.

The 38-year-old father of three had joined the Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM) against
military rule, but was not a supporter of the armed resistance movement, the source said.

The Homalin Township education board had called for his immediate release, but later
learned that he had been killed by his captors, according to residents of his home village of
Thet Kei Taung.

Locals are still looking for his body, which they believe was thrown into a river, the sources
said.

In a statement released on Monday, the anti-regime Homalin Township People’s
Administration Team claimed that one of Aung San Win’s abductors was a member of the
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Shanni Nationalities Army (SNA), an ethnic armed group that has been accused of assisting
junta troops active in northern Sagaing.

SNA spokesperson Col Sai Aung Mein said that the group was looking into the matter.

“We can’t say for sure if he was actually taken by an SNA member. All we know is what local
people have said. But we definitely did not give any member authority to arrest a civilian
without a valid reason,” he said.

“If one of our troops actually committed this crime, we will take appropriate actions against
them. We have rules and regulations put in place for matters like this,” he added.

The SNA was founded in 1989 and is based in ethnic Shanni areas of Sagaing’s Homalin,
Hkamti and Banmauk townships and Mohnyin, Mogaung, Myitkyina and Banmaw
townships in Kachin State.

On July 11, the Homalin Township People’s Administration Team released a statement
accusing the SNA of collaborating with regime forces in the arrest and murder of two
members of the Homalin PDF.

“The SNA keeps saying that it is the only organisation that can protect the Shanni people.
But it will no longer have the support of the Shanni people if they continue to act like this,”
said a member of the township administration team.

The Pinlebu PDF, based in neighbouring Pinlebu Township, has also accused the SNA of
taking part in recent raids carried out by regime forces in the area.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/headmaster-kidnapped-in-northern-sagaing-
feared-dead

Myanmar archbishop’s native village hit by junta airstrike

A church and pagoda were reportedly among the buildings targeted in the aerial assault,
which was the first on the Sagaing Region village since the coup

Thura Maung | Published on Jul 19, 2022

Cardinal Charles Maung Bo is pictured with junta
chief Min Aung Hlaing at a Christmas celebration in
Yangon in December 2021 (Junta-controlled
media)

The birthplace of Cardinal Charles Maung Bo—the
Archbishop of Yangon—was among five villages hit
in an aerial attack by the Myanmar army in Sagaing
Region on Monday, according to local sources and

members of the anti-junta resistance.
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Three helicopters reportedly fired artillery shells at the 700-household village of Monhla in
Khin-U Township for over an hour starting just before 10am. Also targeted were the nearby
communities of Pin Sein Khin, Kyi Su, Ka Lon and Thayet Taw on the western shore of the
Mu River in Ye-U Township.

Although residents of the villages fled when the attack began and were believed to have
escaped injury, religious structures were reportedly targeted.

Myanmar Now was unable to confirm if there were any casualties in the assault.

“They fired at the church,” a woman from Monhla said. “The nuns and priest had to flee into
the woods.”

A leader within the Armed Revolutionary Force (ARF), a Khin-U based resistance group,
confirmed that a church, two Buddhist monasteries and a pagoda adjoining one of the
monasteries were damaged in Monhla.

“I think the military thought the pagoda compound was a defence force base as it had good
concrete fences. However, no one was in the compound at that time,” the ARF leader said.

Map showing the location of Monhla village in
Sagaing’s Khin-U Township

Cardinal Bo, who was born in Monhla but resides in
Yangon, celebrated last Christmas with junta chief
Min Aung Hlaing less than a year after the military
leader staged a coup in February 2021. That May,
he had released a statement calling on the military
to refrain from targeting religious sites after an
artillery strike killed four people who were
sheltering in a church in Karenni State.

SAGAING REGION

(j/\/ )
: Monhla village

Monday marked the first time that his native
village had been attacked since the coup.

“We heard about helicopters coming from the
Northwestern Military Command but we didn’t
think they’d come here as there were no battles at
all in the area,” the ARF leader said.

He speculated that the airstrike was carried out in
order to “clear” the area for a 120-soldier column
stationed two miles away in the village of Thar Wut Hti to march north, although it was not
known at the time of reporting where they were headed.

The military council has released no information on the airstrikes.

Cardinal Bo’s secretary did not respond to calls on Tuesday seeking comment on the
military’s attack on Monhla.
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With No Int’l Support, Myanmar Resistance Groups Seek Public Funds for Homemade
Weapons

By THE IRRAWADDY |19 July 2022

Resistance forces in the anti-regime strongholds of Sagaing Region and Kayah State have
revealed that they are producing homemade weapons, and are asking for public support to
keep their arms production going as they continue their fight against the regime.

Armed resistance against the regime erupted across the country last year in the wake of the
junta’s violent crackdown on peaceful protests in March 2021. Since then, armed resistance
groups known collectively as the People’s Defense Force have emerged.

Currently, there are 259 PDF battalions with approximately 80,000 to 100,100 members,
according to the parallel civilian National Unity Government’s Defense Ministry.

There are also around 250 township-based forces and 400 guerrilla forces, most of whom
are in contact with the NUG.

However, the NUG has admitted that despite spending 95 percent of its budget—or more
than USS45 million—on arming PDFs and manufacturing weapons, it is still unable to meet
the firearms requirements of all PDFs. The NUG has raised funds by issuing bonds and selling
shares in coup leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing’s Yangon mansion, and also receives
donations from the public.

Artillery shells produced by Pone Taung Tiger
PDF

The NUG has stated that at least USS10 million
is needed monthly to fund the resistance
movement, and its officials have urged the
international community to provide arms, but

the request has fallen on deaf ears.

But the resistance groups that lack equipment haven’t sat idle. They have tried to produce
their own weapons in order to fight back against junta troops as best as they can. As gun
prices are skyrocketing on the black market, they have found it cheaper to produce their
own weapons, even though there are some quality issues. To do this, they have turned to
the public for support.

On July 5, the Pone Taung Tiger People’s Defense Force based in Pale Township published
pictures of weapons made by its production team. Two heavy weapons, 121 artillery shells,
25 mines and an improvised rocket launcher have been produced by the group. Moreover, it
has produced 50 small guns for its members.
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A small gun cost 100,000 kyats (USS$54) and an artillery shell costs about 30,000-50,000
kyats.

One weakness of the small guns is that they can’t fire multiple rounds, like a commercially
produced weapon. They are single-shot weapons that hold only a single round of
ammunition and must be reloaded manually after every shot. Therefore, the group uses
these alongside commercially produced weapons.

“Although it is a single-shot gun, it hits like a real gun. It is useful and fairly priced. So, we
can arm most of our members. It takes just 40 seconds to 1 minute to reload. Additionally,
we hope that the NUG will provide us with guns, and once they do, our members will
already have practice using weapons,” said Bo Than Chaung, the head of the production
team.

During clashes with junta troops, the Pone Taung Tiger PDF has used its heavy weapons,
though there have been some problems. These weapons can’t be accurately aimed to hit
specific targets like the regime troops’ weapons can—so what they lack in quality they try to
make up for in quantity.

Launchers produced by Pone Taung Tiger PDF

“We have to use 10 heavy weapons when we fight
against [military] troops because our weapons have
some weaknesses when shooting. Thus, we use more
artillery shells and shoot more. The scale of the
damage caused by our artillery shells is not too
different from the junta’s,” he added.

The production team of around 30 members have
been producing arms and ammunition since last year.
Almost all the members are farmers and knew nothing
about making weapons at first.

A few members of the production team had some
experience working in auto workshops and other
small-scale industrial settings. They downloaded and
studied videos about weapons-making from YouTube and went to see the production
processes of other resistance groups, which gave them some useful tips.

Since Pone Taung Tiger PDF was established, its weapons team has produced over 50 million
kyats worth of weapons, according to Bo Than Chaung.

It is not easy or cheap to get raw materials. For example, it costs 300,000 kyats for a 35-
gram bag of gunpowder, he told The Irrawaddy.

To help fund the process, group leaders have collected 5 million kyats from local residents.
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Some improvised landmines produced by Pone
Taung Tiger PDF

“Although the public’s [financial] support has
decreased in this year, we never blame the public
because they are also struggling under the military
- junta. But we have to produce as many weapons as
we can; we will fight the junta till the end,” Bo Than
Chaung said.

As the revolution has lasted more than a year, the
public is facing a general crisis. Therefore, public
donations have decreased by 80 percent since last
year. So, there have been many difficulties in the production of weapons, according to the
North Yamar People’s Defense Force based in Yinmabin Township of Sagaing Region.

On June 29, North Yamar PDF revealed that its members were making semi-automatic rifles
and requested financial support from the public in order to produce more. One of these
costs 600,000 kyats. North Yamar PDF also produces various types of mines and improvised
rocket launchers.

Although their heavy weapons are effective, some of their semi-automatic rifles miss the
target because their structure is different from a real gun. But North Yamar PDF has to rely
on hand-made weapons in fighting soldiers as it has no other options.

Before, they shared their weapons with allied resistance forces but they are now focused on
arming all of their members because the military council has conducted a massive offensive
in their region.

“The price of raw materials has tripled. With less support, we are struggling to produce
weapons and provide daily meals for our group. Although we have never revealed our
weapons before, we want the public to know what are we doing and want their support.
That’s why we are showing off our production,” said Ko Khant, a representative of North
Yamar PDF.

Sayar San PDF from Yinmabin Township also revealed pictures of an Indian shotgun on
Wednesday. The group said it cost 1.8 million kyats (US S 968) to purchase a shotgun.
However, the production price is only 500,000 kyats. Therefore, they requested that the
public support their efforts to produce more shotguns.

The Karenni National Defense Force (KNDF), a local PDF in Myanmar’s southeast Kayah
State, has been actively engaged in the area since last year, inflicting seriously casualties on
regime troops. Now they are also begging the public to fund their weapons production,
posting video footage of their weapons workshop on Saturday.

The PDF’s Explosion and Technique Department said it has gradually upgraded its
production techniques with the support of the public and urged people to continue their
assistance.
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According to the footage, they have produced aerial bombs to be used with drones to attack
advancing regime troops and other targets.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/with-no-intl-support-myanmar-resistance-
groups-seek-public-funds-for-homemade-weapons.html

KIA Ambushes Burma Army In Sagaing Region

19th July 2022

Frontline KIA Group

The Kachin Independence Army (KIA) ambushed a Burma
Army (BA) column of 200 soldiers sent to assist other
soldiers fighting with the Kachin group near Sel Zin,
Hpakant Township.

According to a local source, the KIA attacked the BA’s
relnforcements near Mang Sein River, between Shwe Twin and Shwe Pyi Myint, in Homalin,
Sagaing Region, at about 2am, 18 July. The man alleges some of the soldiers with the BA
column were from the Shanni Nationalities Army.

KIA Battalion 26, under Brigade 9, has been fighting with the BA in Sel Zin for the last three
days.

Locals told KNG that jet fighters attacked the Kachin fighters three times near Sel Zin on
Sunday, causing residents from the village and others to flee their homes. The same day, a
jet fighter was also sent to attack the KIA between Homalin and Hpakant townships.

According to a front line KIA officer, they’ve surrounded the column of 70 soldiers in Sel Zin
after it travelled to the village from Tarma Khan in Hpakant Township on 16 July.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/07/19/kia-ambushes-burma-army-in-sagaing-region/

Further clashes between KIA, Myanmar military break out in Hpakant

Locals allege that the Shanni Nationalities Army has participated in the clashes alongside the
junta, but a spokesperson for the armed group denies the claim

Nyein Swe | Published on Jul 19, 2022

KIA troops attend training at the group’s headquarters in
Laiza, Kachin state, in November 2017 (EPA-EFE)

A series of battles between the Kachin Independence
Army (KIA) and the Myanmar military broke out over the
weekend in Kachin State’s Hpakant Township, locals
said.
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The KIA reportedly intercepted a junta column around one mile outside the village of Sezin
on Saturday, leading to a clash which left the Myanmar army troops surrounded. The next
day, two military jets launched multiple air attacks on the area in order to create an escape
route for the trapped soldiers, a Sezin resident said.

“They launched five airstrikes this morning. Jets were hovering over the Met Lin stream,”
the local man told Myanmar Now on Sunday, referring to the site outside of the village
where the fighting took place.

At the time of reporting, it was unclear whether the junta soldiers had withdrawn.

Locals also claimed that the military column in question had suffered multiple casualties.
Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify those reports, or to reach KIA
information officer Col Naw Bu for comment.

Local sources alleged that forces belonging to the Shanni Nationalities Army (SNA) were
seen fighting alongside the military against the KIA in the Sezin area at around 1pm on
Monday, and that they had exchanged heavy artillery fire with the Kachin troops.

SNA spokesperson Col Sai Aung Mein rejected the accusation that they had fought on the
side of the Myanmar army but confirmed that they had engaged in a recent confrontation
with the KIA.

“There was, in fact, a clash with the KIA when they trespassed into our territory the other
day but we are still looking into that matter,” he told Myanmar Now.

Locals said that tension was high in the area, and that SNA troops had carried out searches
in Sezin in late June.

At the time of reporting, residents of the village were sheltering in churches in monasteries
in the area, fearing further clashes.

KIA information page Kachin Net reported that on Saturday the organisation’s forces also
clashed with a junta column from Infantry Battalion 42 near Kyauk Pone village, in the KIA’s
Brigade 9 territory.

Other serious battles broke out between the KIA and junta forces in Waingmaw
Township on July 11 and in Tanai on July 13.

Sezin is home to a military base which, in March of last year, was the site of the KIA's first
attack against the junta following the February 2021 coup.

The KIA is one of several ethnic armed organisations in Myanmar that have condemned the
coup which ousted the country’s elected civilian government.

General N’Ban La, the chair of the Kachin Independence Organisation—the KIA’s political
wing—has called for cooperation with resistance forces seeking to end military rule.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/further-clashes-between-kia-myanmar-military-
break-out-in-hpakant
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AA captures 14 in clash with regime forces in Maungdaw

The group said its attack on a junta-backed Border Guard Force was retaliation for the killing
of six of its members in early July

Nan Oo Nway | Published on Jul 19, 2022

Prisoners and weapons seized by the Arakan Army
in northern Rakhine State’s Maungdaw Township on
July 18 (Arakan Princess Media)

The Arakan Army (AA) says that it captured 14 junta
personnel, including a police major, in northern
Rakhine State’s Maungdaw Township on Monday.

e 2 ~ According to the group’s spokesperson, Khaing
Thukha AA forces clashed W|th members of a Border Guard Force (BGF) twice on Monday
morning—once between the villages of Sin Paing Nyar and Sagapin at around 9am, and
again between the villages of Done Kalar and Wet Kyein about an hour later.

“There were several casualties on the enemy’s side. Fourteen of them, including a police
major, surrendered and were taken alive,” Khaing Thukha told Myanmar Now.

The exact number of BGF casualties was still not known, he said, adding that several
weapons, including 27 rifles and two pistols, as well as other military equipment, were also
seized.

He said the group attacked the junta-backed BGF as retaliation for the killing of six AA
troops in airstrikes carried out by the regime in Karen (Kayin) State’s Mutraw (Hpapun)
District earlier this month.

“The Myanmar military bombed an AA base without any valid reason at all. That’s why we
attacked them back,” he said.

In a statement released shortly after the July 4 aerial bombing of the AA base in Karen
National Liberation Army Brigade 5 territory, the AA vowed to avenge the deaths of its
members.

A video released by the group on Monday shows a number of dead or wounded BGF troops
in the back of a truck, followed by scenes of others kneeling on the ground or walking with
their hands in the air as they surrender to the AA.

Khaing Thukha said the captured BGF troops, who operate under the command of
Myanmar’s military, would not be mistreated.

“We will treat the prisoners of war we have captured humanely, in accordance with
international law and with our own laws regarding prisoners of war,” said the AA
spokesperson.
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In southern Chin State’s Paletwa Township, the AA has recently been accused of unjustly
detaining civilians. The group claims that the prisoners are military informants.

Khaing Thukha said that tensions continue to rise in both Rakhine and Chin states as the
military steps up its activities in AA territory.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/aa-captures-14-in-clash-with-regime-forces-in-
maungdaw

Myanmar military suffers ‘heavy casualties’ in fighting with Rakhine rebels

Tensions had been building in the region amid arrests on both sides.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.07.19

Arakan Army fighters remove weapons from a
Myanmar army truck after a clash with junta troops
in Rakhine state’s Maungdaw township, July 18,
2022. Screengrab from Arakan Princess Media video

Fighting has erupted between Myanmar’s military
and ethnic rebels in western Myanmar’s Rakhine
state, leading to “heavy casualties” for junta
troops, insurgents said Tuesday.

Tensions had been rising in recent weeks as arrests of officers and supporters on both
sides of the conflict escalated, threatening the uneasy truce that has existed between the
groups for more than a year.

The first clash between a joint force of junta troops border guard police and Arakan Army
(AA) fighters took place at around 9 a.m. on Monday in between the villages of Saung
Paing Nyar and San Kar Pin Yin, about 20 miles from the seat of Maungdaw township,
sources in the area told RFA Burmese. An hour and a half later, a second clash occurred
between the villages of Done Ku Lar and Wet Kyein, around 28 miles from Maungdaw.

AA spokesman Khaing Thukha told RFA that the military had suffered “heavy casualties”
during the fighting and said at least 14 soldiers, including a police captain, were taken
prisoner.

“On the enemy side, there were many dead and wounded,” he said. “Fourteen of them,
including a police captain, surrendered in the fighting.”

Khaing Thukha did not clarify how many of the dead and captured were soldiers and how
many were police officers, but he said that “a lot of weapons and ammunition,” including
26 guns, were seized in the fighting. The exact number of casualties is not yet known.

According to Khaing Thukha, the fighting was in “retaliation” for the deaths of six AA
soldiers in an airstrike by two fighter jets on a rebel base camp in Kachin National
Liberation Army territory near Myanmar’s border with Thailand on July 4.
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In video footage of the battle in Maungdaw released by the AA via Arakan Princess Media
on Monday, at least four policemen appear dead and others wounded in the back of a
police car damaged by a landmine. Additional footage shows members of the joint junta
forces being detained by AA fighters along a road.

A resident of Myawaddy village in northern Maungdaw township told RFA that gunfire
could still be heard on Tuesday from the site of the fighting.

“We can still hear gunshots today. | don't know exactly where the shooting is taking
place, but gunfire can be heard from time to time and there’s no movement of cars or
motorcycles in our area,” he said, speaking on condition of anonymity.

“It’s so quiet in the village as people are worried. We don't know where the fighting
might spread to. We don't know where to run either, if it comes toward us. We have
forests on one side and the river and paddy fields on the other.”

He said residents fled to the village school and hid there during Monday’s clashes and
they remain fearful. People in northern Maungdaw depend mainly on forests and farms
for their livelihoods, and if the fighting escalates, he said, life will become difficult for
them.

Arakan Army fighters guard one of the 14 junta soldiers
N captured after a firefight in Rakhine state’s Maungdaw
S township, July 18, 2022. Credit: Screengrab from Arakan
; Princess Media video

Trust broken

. AA spokesman Khaing Thukha said that trust between the
two sides, based on an uneasy truce, has been “broken due
to the dishonest actions of the military.”

“If you really want peace, you can’t be promoting it on the
one hand while launching attacks on the other. These dishonest actions of the junta will
not lead to peace in any way,” he said.

Repeated attempts by RFA to contact junta Deputy Minister of Information Maj. Gen.
Zaw Min Tun went unanswered Tuesday.

The AA fought a fierce campaign against Myanmar’s military from December 2018 to
November 2020, demanding autonomy for ethnic Rakhines.

More than 300 civilians were killed and more than 700 injured during the fighting,
according to figures compiled by RFA.

The two sides agreed to an informal ceasefire shortly before the military seized power in
a Feb. 1, 2021, coup, and the truce has held for more than a year. However, residents say
tensions have risen in Rakhine since May, due to arrests and the arrival of military
reinforcements.
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Tensions are also simmering in Chin, Kayin and Shan states, where the AA also has a
presence.

Maung Kyaw Zan, who represented Maungdaw township in the National Assembly, said
the AA is fighting on behalf of the Rakhine people to protect their rights as the
predominant ethnic group in Rakhine state and will only lay down its arms if the military
compromises.

“People in ethnic areas are losing their essential rights, and that’s why the Rakhine
people are demanding that they be protected,” he said.

“The AA is only fighting for the rights of the [Rakhine] people on their behalf. If they are
assured of the rights they are demanding, the fighting will stop.”

Translation by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/casualties-07192022183900.html

US withdraws from ASEAN counter terrorism meeting

US Department of Defense says Russia and Myanmar regime “in clear breach of ASEAN
values”

Myanmar Now | Published on Jul 20, 2022

Myanmar Union Minister of Defence, General Mya
Tun Oo (2-R) shakes hands with a Vietnamese military
officer, Pham Ngoc Hung (2-L) during the 16th
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
Defence Ministers Meeting at the Ministry of National
Defence in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, 22 June 2022.
The 16th ASEAN Defense Ministers' Meeting (ADMM)
was attended by defence leaders and military chiefs
from the ten ASEAN member countries. EPA-EFE/KITH SEREY

The US Department of Defense has withdrawn from the two-day ASEAN Defence Ministers’
Meeting (ADMM) Plus Experts’ Working Group on Counter Terrorism, co-chaired by the
Myanmar military. The meeting opens today in Moscow.

Department of Defense spokesperson Lt Col Martin Meiners told Myanmar Now, “Russia
and the Myanmar military regime have consistently used their co-chairmanship... to
propagandize and justify the atrocities they are continuing to commit against innocent
people, and to imply support for these atrocities by the ADMM Plus and its members”.

Lt Col Meiners said the conduct of Russia and the Myanmar junta breaches ASEAN values
and their responsibilities as co-chairs of the working group.

In meetings last year, the Myanmar military used their co-chairmanship to assert that
groups opposed to its rule, including the shadow National Unity Government and its armed
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wing, the People’s Defence Force, should be regarded as terrorist organisations.
Disagreements over Myanmar’s role were revealed in a freedom of information request that
the activist group Justice For Myanmar submitted to Australia’s Department of Defence.

Lt Col Meiners reiterated US support for ASEAN centrality but warned against the abuse of
ADMM Plus meetings. “We urge all partners to use ADMM Plus mechanisms to pursue
practical defence cooperation and dialogue in good faith, not to deliver propaganda,” he
said.

The last-minute US withdrawal comes amid mounting pressure for a boycott of the meeting.
Australia and New Zealand have also withdrawn their participation.

On July 14, 448 civil society organisations sent open letters to the USA, Japan and South
Korea urging a boycott of the meeting and for the exclusion of Russia and the Myanmar
junta in ADMM.

Japan and South Korea did not respond to a request for comment from Myanmar Now.

The ADMM Plus group includes the 10 member states of ASEAN, as well as Australia, China,
India, Japan, New Zealand, Russia, South Korea, and the United States.

Khin Ohmar of the advocacy group Progressive Voice welcomed the US decision to not
participate in the meeting and called on ASEAN to ban the Myanmar military from its
meetings.

"By allowing Russia and the Myanmar military to co-chair this meeting, ASEAN is only
encouraging this nefarious tie to deepen and emboldening the military junta to further
commit atrocity crimes. At this point, the junta is stripping ASEAN of any reputation it may
have left as a regional block", she said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/us-withdraws-from-asean-counter-terrorism-
meeting
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The U.S. Embassy is closed today, July 19, in observance L)? c “C‘ ° : ° ﬁ c ° ﬁoi" . N
of Martyrs" Day. We honor the nine martyrs who gave GE)mC\P%O?G% 33)80?30?03@3 O’)G?SI’L?CC 3‘36??0
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