PEACE Info (July 13, 2022)

One killed and 10 wounded in Yangon bomb blasts on the holy Waso Full Moon Day
Two dead, nine injured in Yangon blast

Teenage Girl Among Four Killed by Myanmar Junta Soldiers in Sagaing

Junta troops kill 4, including teenage girl, after raid in Myanmar’s Sagaing region
Myanmar Junta Soldiers Killed as Resistance Fighter Blows Himself Up Before Arrest
Villagers believed dead after being dragged behind military truck

Myanmar Regime Battalion Commander, Deputy Killed in Clash With Resistance Group
Chin State Food Running Out as Myanmar Junta Blocks Roads

Fighting breaks out on border separating Chin State and Sagaing Region

The PDFs marching to their own tune

House of Myanmar Junta Chief’s Sister Bombed in Yangon

Myanmar Junta Chief Back in Russia—the Only Country Willing to Take Him

Burma Must Make Clear its Nuclear Ambitions

Myanmar’s outcast junta chief pursues Russian support amid fierce resistance at home
Myanmar junta chief calls for improved ties in talks with Russian defense ministry
US ambassador-nominee to Bangkok promises to help Thais pressure Burmese junta
Myanmar army battalion wiped out in Karen State, says KNU ally

KIA Clash With Regime In Mongmit Township

Myanmar junta launches airstrikes, artillery attacks on KIA bases
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One killed and 10 wounded in Yangon bomb blasts on the holy Waso Full Moon Day
PUBLISHED 13 JULY 2022

YANGON- A series of bombs went off in the city of Yangon on the Full Moon Day of Waso—
which marks the beginning of Buddhist Lent and is considered as one of the holiest day of
the year for Buddhists—killing one person and injuring about 10 others, local sources said.

The bomb explosions occurred in the townships of Tamwe, Hlaingthayar and Sanchaung on
the morning and afternoon of July 12. In the afternoon, a bomb was found at the corner of
Banya Dala Road and Aung Mingalar Street in Tamwe Township.

Security forces arrived at the scene, blocked the area and cleared the bomb by detonating
it, local residents reported.

“A garbage man employed by YCDC (Yangon City Development Committee) found a parcel in
a YCDC roadside dustbin. Inside was a fire extinguisher. As they discovered that it was a
bomb, security forces arrived hurriedly and detonated it,” said a nearby resident.

The security forces detonated the bomb after surrounding it car tires, bags of sand and
dustbins. Windowpanes of some flats were reportedly shattered due to a loud explosion.

BBC News quoted an urban guerilla force which claims that they planted the bomb but
withdrew from detonating it.

Similarly, Khit Thit Media which usually report news about PDF (People’s Defense Force)
also reported that the bomb was planted in a place where military trucks are regularly
parked but the mission was cancelled as garbage boys were around when the trucks arrived.

A bomb exploded in the park beside Yangon-Nyaungdon Road in Ward-2 of Hlaingthayar
Township at about 2pm on July 12. Two people were reportedly wounded. Another bomb
went off near the park below Myaynigon overpass in Sanchaung Township in the afternoon
leaving some people injured. However, details about these two bomb blasts were still
unknown and security forces arrived there for checks.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/one-killed-and-10-wounded-in-yangon-bomb-blasts-on-
the-holy-waso-full-moon-day

Two dead, nine injured in Yangon blast

No-one has claimed responsibility for the explosion, which happened near a traffic police
station.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.07.13

Two people were killed and nine injured in an explosion in Yangon’s Sanchaung township
on Tuesday.
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Police step up security after the explosion
beneath the Myaynigone overpass in
Yangon on July 12. Citizen journalist

The blast happened at around 3 p.m. on
a platform beneath the Myaynigone
overpass, according to locals and rescue
services.

The injured were taken to Yangon
General hospital and a military hospital
in Dagon township by the Sanchaung township Red Cross Society, the fire brigade and
voluntary relief teams.

One volunteer, who declined to be named, told RFA two women died in the night after
receiving critical chest wounds.

“A total of 11 people were hit. Two women died. One at Yangon General Hospital and the
other in the military hospital,” the relief worker said, adding that the women appeared to
be in their twenties.

Security forces blocked the overpass immediately after the blast and sealed off the
nearby Dagon Center, one of Yangon's busiest shopping malls.

It is not yet clear what caused the blast and the military council has not commented on
the incident. Anti-junta militias have also remained silent. There has been speculation
that People’s Defense Forces were targeting a traffic police station beneath the overpass.

Recent months have seen a series of bombings in Yangon, Myanmar's biggest city and the
former capital.

A woman was wounded in an explosion on July 1.

Last month two explosions in Hlaing Tharyar township injured three people, including a
young child.

A week earlier an explosion in Kyauktada township killed the suspected bomber and
injured nine others.

There is little data on the number of people killed in anti-junta attacks but they are far
outstripped by those who died at the hands of the military.

At least 2,077 people were killed by the junta from the Feb. 1, 2021 coup to July 12 this
year according to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (Burma).

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/two-dead-nine-injured-in-yangon-blast-
07132022051040.html
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Teenage Girl Among Four Killed by Myanmar Junta Soldiers in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 13 July 2022

Four civilians, including a teenage girl, were executed by Myanmar junta forces during a raid
in Pale Township, Sagaing Region, on Monday, according to resistance groups.

Around 200 troops raided Taung Ywar Thit village and residents and resistance fighters
found four bodies after the soldiers left on Tuesday.

A Royal Eagle People’s Defense Force (PDF) spokesman told The Irrawaddy on Wednesday
that Daw Aye Win, 45, and her daughter Ma Moe Yi, 17, were shot dead along with a 45-
year-old woman.

He said they were shot in the head and found in the same property.
U Tin Maung, 60, was found partially buried, the spokesman said.

The resistance group said regime forces attacked and raided the village without being
attacked. Several hundred residents fled their homes.

Three female villagers, who were killed by regime
forces during a raid on Taung Ywar Thit, in Pale
Township, Sagaing, on Monday. / Pale
Entertainment

Since Sunday, 28 civilians from Pale villages have
been detained and more than 12 civilian
detainees are still missing and around 10 villagers
have been released, according to the PDF and
Pale Entertainment news site.
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On Wednesday, regime forces raided and torched houses in Htay Aung village in adjacent
Myaing Township. Around 120 houses in the village were burned down, the news site
reported.

On Thursday last week, regime forces burned down Hmawet Tone and Myinywar villages in
the township after resistance attacks.

Two male villagers in their 70s were found dead in burned houses.

Amid daily attacks from PDFs and ethnic armed organizations, junta forces are committing
atrocities, arbitrary arrests, killing civilians, carrying out torture, burning alive and using
civilians as human shields, carrying out aerial bombardment and shelling of residential areas
and looting and burning houses, especially in Chin, Kachin, Shan, Kayah, Mon and Karen
states, and Magwe, Mandalay and Sagaing regions.

As of Tuesday, 2,077 people have been killed by regime forces while 14,549 have been
detained since last year’s coup, according to the Assistance Association for Political
Prisoners.
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https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/teenage-girl-among-four-killed-by-myanmar-
junta-soldiers-in-sagaing.html

Junta troops kill 4, including teenage girl, after raid in Myanmar’s Sagaing region

Sources say they were slaughtered while returning to feed their livestock.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.07.13

A village destroyed by military arson in Sagaing
region's Pale township, Feb. 5, 2022. Citizen
R journalist

Residents of Pale township, in Myanmar’s
embattled Sagaing region, said four people,
including a teenage girl, were killed by junta
troops after they returned to their village to
feed their livestock following a military raid in the area.

Sources from Pale’s Taung Ywar Thit village identified three female victims as Aye Win,
45, her daughter Moe Yee, 15, and their relative Nyo Kyin, 54, and one male victim as Tin
Maung, 64.

Around 100 junta troops entered the village on July 10, forcing all residents to escape
into the jungle, the sources told RFA Burmese. One resident, who spoke on condition of
anonymity, said the victims were killed when they returned to the village that afternoon
to feed their animals, thinking the troops had left.

“At about noon on July 10, [the troops] came in from the eastern part of the village. The
whole village fled,” the resident said.

“The two women and the girl returned to the village at about 3:30 p.m., thinking the
soldiers had left. We found the girl lying dead on her belly. Daw Nyo Kyin was lying dead
on her side. The old man was shot dead with a rope around his neck. The bodies of the
women were found near the toilet [behind the village].”

The troops finally left the village on July 11. Residents discovered the bodies upon
returning to the area the following day, the source said.

Residents told RFA that Tin Maung’s body was found hastily buried in a shallow grave just
outside the village tract. Moe Yee's earrings had been removed from her body, they said.

It was not immediately clear which army unit raided Taung Ywar Thit on July 10.
Residents said that while the troops had left the area, they dare not return to their
village, fearing another attack.

Another resident of Taung Ywar Thit, who also declined to be named, told RFA that
evidence of the killings had been documented on video.
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“They went to feed their cows and pigs in the village and were shot dead by the junta
soldiers,” the resident said.

“IThe military has] no regard for human life. People were tortured and killed. We have
video files recorded at the site of the murders of the women and the shallow grave —
about 1.5 feet deep — where the man was buried.”

The resident said copies of the video files had been sent to a local unit of the anti-junta
People’s Defense Force (PDF) paramilitary group, which said they would be forwarded to
representatives of Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government (NUG).

PDF sources told RFA that the victims were civilians and had nothing to do with the
armed opposition.

Clothing lies scattered inside a home following a
military raid in Pale township’s Taung Ywar Thit village,
d July 12, 2022. Credit: Citizen journalist

Strategic route

Boh Naga, a member of a Pale township-based PDF
group known as the Tawwin Nagar (Royal Dragon)
Army, told RFA that junta troops have been attacking villages along the highway that
snakes west through Sagaing and neighboring Magway region into Chin state every day
since the beginning of July.

He said that people from several villages, including Taung Ywa Thit, have been arrested
and killed as the military, which orchestrated a putsch on Feb. 1, 2021, tries to gain
control of the strategic corridor.

“They seized power in a coup because they do not care about the people, and now they
are focusing on crushing the armed resistance, giving priority to areas where the
opposition is strong,” he said.

“The road from [the Magway city of] Pakokku and the road from [the Sagaing city of]
Monywa meet here in Pale before proceeding north through [the Magway town of]
Gangaw and on to Chin state. It is a strategic communication and transportation route for
them, and as we are in full control of the area, they are attacking places where there are
no PDF units and harassing and arresting ordinary people.”

Taung Ywar Thit village, where the bodies of the four victims were discovered on
Tuesday, lies about 18 miles outside of the seat of Pale township, near the border with
Magway region. The village comprises around 500 homes with a population of some
2,000 people.

Boh Naga said the junta is carrying out less of a military operation than “a brutal
crackdown on civilians.”
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Repeated attempts by RFA to contact junta Deputy Information Minister Maj. Gen. Zaw
Min Tun about the July 10 killings and other military raids along the route to Chin state
went unanswered Wednesday.

‘Completely defenseless’

A resident of Pale township, whose name was withheld over concerns for their security,
told RFA that the military needs to be held accountable for its actions — particularly the
crimes committed by members of its lower ranks.

“The military junta is trying to rule by fear and those responsible need to be prosecuted
under the country’s anti-terrorism laws because their soldiers are committing torture and
rape at gunpoint,” they said.

“Civilians are fleeing for their lives and those who cannot escape are arrested or killed.
The people are completely defenseless and we are regularly seeing troops kill women and
the young.”

The discovery of the victims in Taung Ywar Thit village came amid reports by area PDF
groups on Wednesday that junta troops set fire to around 100 homes in Htay Aung
village, located only one mile away in Magway’s Myaing township.

Thailand-based NGO Assistance Association for Political Prisoners says that junta forces
have killed at least 2,081 civilians in Myanmar since the coup last year, but acknowledges
that its documentation is incomplete, suggesting the death toll is likely much higher.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/four killed-07132022153614.html

Myanmar Junta Soldiers Killed as Resistance Fighter Blows Himself Up Before Arrest
By THE IRRAWADDY | 13 July 2022

Around 15 Myanmar junta soldiers have been reportedly killed in Magwe Region by a
Yesagyo Revolution Group (YRG) member who ignited three grenades while they tried to
detain him.

Nearly 80 soldiers were deployed at Thae Taw village monastery on the border of Yesagyo
and Pakokku townships on Friday evening after clashes with resistance forces, including the
YRG, in the morning.

The YRG member and a village defense force volunteer on a motorbike encountered the
troops near Thae Taw, according to the YRG.

They did not know troops were deployed in the village.

The motorcycle overturned near the monastery. The YRG member exploded three hand
grenades as soldiers approached, according to the resistance group. The resistance member
was killed in the explosions.
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It claimed seven soldiers were killed instantly and another eight later died in hospital.
The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the reports.
The junta troops left Thae Taw on Saturday, according to the YRG.

“He wasn’t a combatant and was in the supply force but he always carried three grenades.
He always said that he would die instead of being captured,” said Ko Zero of the YRG.

The YRG refused to release its comrade’s details until the revolution is victorious to protect
his family.

Thae Taw had around 500 houses and all the villagers fled to forests and other villages last
month.

“We heard gunfire and explosions in the evening. We are all saddened to hear about the
YRG member,” said a resident.

Yesagyo is a resistance stronghold which has suffered regular junta raids and arson attacks
since January.

Junta troops regularly raid the southwest of the township, displacing thousands of civilians.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-soldiers-killed-as-resistance-
fighter-blows-himself-up-before-arrest.html

Villagers believed dead after being dragged behind military truck

Resistances forces in Magway’s Myaing Township say they saw the truck pulling seven
men with ropes tied around their necks

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Jul 13, 2022

Myaing villagers flee junta forces in early July
(Supplied)

At least four villagers are believed to have died
after being dragged by a military truck in
Magway Region’s Myaing Township on Sunday,
according to local resistance forces.

Lat Yar, a commander of the Myaing People’s
. RS Defence Force (PDF), said that members of his
group saw seven men with ropes tied around their necks being pulled behind the truck.

“l heard that three of them were young and able to keep up with the truck, but the other
four couldn’t run fast enough, fell on their faces, and died,” he said.

He added that the group had no photographs of the scene because it was witnessed from a
distance through binoculars.
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“We couldn’t take pictures, but we saw that the military had tied the villagers by their necks
to the back of the truck and pulled them along, forcing them to try to keep up,” he said.

The victims were from two villages located near Myaing’s border with Pauk Township. Five,
including three elderly men and a 16-year-old boy, were from Kabar Phyu, while the other
two were from the neighbouring village of Taung Yoe.

The military column of around 80 junta troops that tortured the villagers also torched a
number of homes and at least 30 motorcycles in Kabar Phyu, local sources said.

The Myaing PDF claimed that the military burned the bodies of the four men who died after
being dragged, but Myanmar Now was unable to confirm this information.

Last Friday, the group said that it had found the bodies of six civilians who killed by regime
forces in the village of Su Win. Junta troops have also been accused of setting fire to hand-
dug oil wells in the area.

Junta raids have displaced thousands of people from more than a dozen villages in Myaing
Township since July 2, according to local sources.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/villagers-believed-dead-after-being-dragged-
behind-military-truck

Myanmar Regime Battalion Commander, Deputy Killed in Clash With Resistance Group
By NORA AUNG | 13 July 2022

A battalion commander and deputy battalion commander were killed as a column of regime
troops was attacked by resistance forces on Tuesday in Karen State’s Myawaddy Township,
according to Cobra Column, an anti-regime force that took part in the fighting.

During the clash with the local resistance group on Tuesday on the Myawaddy-Waw Lay
road in Karen State’s Myawaddy Township, the whole column of regime forces was either
killed, wounded or forced to flee without their weapons. The battalion commander and
deputy battalion commander were among those killed, according to Cobra Column.

Cobra Column is a People’s Defense Force (PDF) group fighting alongside the Karen National
Liberation Army (KNLA) against the regime in Karen State. The KNLA is one of the armed
wings of the Karen National Union (KNU), along with the Karen National Defense
Organization (KNDO).

The fighting took place on the Myawaddy-Waw Lay road, which has been controlled by
Cobra Coulmn since March, when regime troops tried to seize it. It is a strategic route for
sending reinforcements to the junta’s major Ukayit Hta outpost in Waw Lay as it tries to
recapture the Thay Baw Boe outpost, which was seized by the KNLA and allied PDF fighters
on May 18.
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On Tuesday, the fighting between about 120 regime forces from the Myanmar military’s
Light Infantry Division (LID) No. 44 and Cobra Column erupted between Thone Htat Kwe and
Thayat Tha Pin villages on Myawaddy-Waw Lay road at 6:20 a.m. and lasted till noon.

Cobra Column forces pose with seized arms
and ammunition after a battle near Thone
Htat Kwe Village in Karen State’s Myawaddy
Township on July 12. / Cobra Column

Regime forces continuously fired 120mm
and 60mm shells throughout the clash but
did not call in airstrikes this time.

“A battalion commander and deputy

; : battalion commander were killed. The
_ L e 4 ~ " fighting is still going on so we cannot release
figures on how many regime forces were killed,” Myo Thura Ko Ko, a spokesperson for
Cobra Column, told The Irrawaddy on Wednesday morning.

He said three resistance fighters were lightly injured. The Irrawaddy couldn’t verify casualty
figures for either side.

Cobra Column released photos of seized weapons and LID No. 44 uniforms. RPG rockets,
mines, grenades, 40mm artillery shells, bullets, guns and jammers were among the pieces of
equipment seen in the photos.

Cobra Column also disclosed that the regime and its allied Border Guard Force are using
female soldiers on the frontline.

“In this fighting, the two sides are at close range, and | can see the faces and hear the voices
of female soldiers,” said the spokesperson for Cobra Column.

Cobra Column under the KNLA and Venom Column under the KNDO have been trying to
seize the Ukayit Hta military outpost in Waw Lay since June 26 but have been unsuccessful
so far.

On July 8, Cobra Column killed five regime soldiers including a captain from No. 44 LID who
were en route to reinforce the Ukayit Hta outpost.

The column also said on Monday that five regime soldiers had defected. In videos, the
deserters say they are in their late teens and early 20s and were previously posted in
Rakhine State.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-battalion-commander-deputy-
killed-in-clash-with-resistance-group.html
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Chin State Food Running Out as Myanmar Junta Blocks Roads
By THE IRRAWADDY | 13 July 2022

Residents in Matupi and Mindat townships in southern Chin State are running out of food as
Myanmar’s regime has blocked supplies.

The regime has blocked the Paletwa-Matupi, Matupi-Mindat, and Mindat-Kyaukhtu roads
which supply the townships.

A Matupi volunteer said communities have almost run out of rice.

“The prices of oil and salt have increased. Three eggs cost 1,000 kyats [compared to around
150 kyats per egg in Yangon] and they are scarce. Most people can’t afford them,” she said.

The roads are blocked by the regime although there is no fighting with the Chinland Defense
Force (CDF). A 61-liter rice sack was around 4,000 kyats before the coup in Matupi and they
are now 66,000-70,000 kyats, when they are available, according to residents.

Residents are buying broken rice for around 45,000 kyats per sack. The regime is beginning
to allow some residents to leave the town in private vehicles, said a Matupi resident.

“Patients who need hospital treatment can leave. Neighbors ask them to bring back food.
They bring back eggs and dried fish but no rice and oil,” she said.

Mindat has been isolated and surrounding villages are often shelled, despite the lack of
fighting, residents said.

“We have left our villages and farms. We are struggling to survive and concerned for our
safety and food,” a villager told The Irrawaddy.

The Mindat CDF said junta helicopters and Light Infantry Battalion 274 based in Mindat are
bombing villages.

More than 60 Mindat residents are reportedly in Pakokku Prison and around 30 are being
held at Battalion 274 in Mindat.

It called for international charities to help displaced Mindat civilians.

Mindat residents said junta soldiers detained a man and woman in Kyawttaw village on July
6. Some villagers were reportedly injured when two helicopters dropped bombs on two
villages on July 2. A school, church and some houses were damaged.

The regime shells villagers because it only controls Mindat town and adjacent villages, said
the CDF.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/chin-state-food-running-out-as-myanmar-junta-
blocks-roads.html

Page 11 of 64


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/chin-state-food-running-out-as-myanmar-junta-blocks-roads.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/chin-state-food-running-out-as-myanmar-junta-blocks-roads.html

Fighting breaks out on border separating Chin State and Sagaing Region

Junta troops employ indiscriminate artillery fire and guerrilla forces carry out roadside
ambushes as lethal clashes continue in the area between Kalay, Hakha and Falam

Khin YiYi Zaw | Published on Jul 13, 2022

Members of the Kalay Township chapter of the
PDF PDF (PDF-Kalay)

pple;siDeFencelForcelKalay/BN;:1

Junta forces operating on the regional border
between Sagaing and Chin State have engaged in
multiple recent battles with resistance forces in
recent days, according to members of local
guerrilla groups.

A column of 180 soldiers divided into three units
arrived at Hakha Lay village—between Kalay Township in Sagaing and Falam in Chin State—
on Monday, several anti-junta defence forces confirmed.

A clash with the newly arrived Myanmar army troops reportedly broke out at noon that day
and lasted into the evening. There was an unspecified number of casualties suffered by the
Kalay chapter of the People’s Defence Force (PDF) due to heavy artillery fire by the military,
a spokesperson for the PDF’s Battalion 1 said.

An injured member of the allied Chin National Defence Force (CNDF) was also reportedly
captured, tortured and killed by junta forces during the battle, the PDF member told
Myanmar Now. He added that they were unable to retrieve his body and were running out
of ammunition due to the prolonged fighting.

“A member of Ranger Kalay Defence Force who was trying to save him was also injured as
the military had much stronger firepower. They could use as many rifles and heavy artillery
shells as they wanted,” the Battalion 1 spokesperson said.

As the military units withdrew in the direction of Kalay on Tuesday morning, gunfire was still
reportedly being exchanged.

Hundreds of civilians from the villages of Hakha Lay, Yae So and He Lote fled their homes
due to the fighting in the area.

Serious battles have also been taking place nearby along the Falam-Hakha highway in Chin
State since July 8, according to representatives of another resistance force, the Chin
National Front (CNF).

The organisation claimed to have inflicted major casualties on the junta troops transporting
construction materials along the road by setting up explosive devices and carrying out
strategic ambushes.
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“We were waiting for them in position in accordance with guerrilla warfare techniques and
we brought an adequate number of weapons, so we had the upper hand during the battle,
CNF spokesperson Salai Htet Ni said.

”

“We managed to use the explosive devices very effectively. We also launched attacks with
explosives through the use of drones. The explosive devices are much more effective than
rifles,” he explained.

One member of the Chin resistance was reportedly killed and another injured in fighting
along the road.

The Chin National Organisation—the political wing of the CNDF—released a statement on
Monday reporting that two villages along the Hakha-Falam road had been targeted in
Myanmar army assaults which started on July 8.

A church and one house were destroyed in the village of Thlanrawn by junta artillery fire,
and six more homes were burned down in an arson attack, the CNO said.

Some 29 homes were also reportedly torched in a raid on the 36-household village of Taal,
which has been attacked and looted multiple times over the last year.

To the south in Matupi Township, another battle took place between the military and the
anti-junta Chinland Defence Force on Monday, the group said.

Regular clashes have been taking place in nearly half of Chin State’s nine townships,
according to CNF spokesperson Salai Htet Ni, who estimated that anti-junta forces had
established control over much of seven townships, with the exception of urban areas.

He claimed the military had a shortage of troops and was facing difficulties travelling to and
within Chin State.

“They can’t send more reinforcements in the upcoming rainy season as our PDF brothers in
arms in Sagaing and Magway region are also fighting against them with all they have,” the
spokesperson said.

A major threat to resistance forces and civilians has been an increased military reliance on
airstrikes, the spokesperson explained.

“We don’t have protection for when the junta aircrafts come but we have tried to spread
our forces out as much as possible and guerrilla techniques so that we are able to minimise
the casualties.”

The military council has not released any information on the fighting in Chin State and
Kalay.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/fighting-breaks-out-on-border-separating-chin-
state-and-sagaing-region
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The PDFs marching to their own tune
JULY 13, 2022 | By FRONTIER

Members of the People's Revolution Front train in
an undisclosed location. (Facebook | Supplied)

Some anti-coup armed groups have chosen to
remain independent of the National Unity
Government, with varying degrees of success. Citing
distrust of the NUG and disappointment with the
NLD, these groups are going it alone or relying on
the support of ethnic armed groups.

The Anti-Dictatorship People’s Revolutionary Army was formed with 100 members in April
of last year, after the military’s brutal crackdowns on peaceful protesters left hundreds
dead. Since then, it has swelled to nearly 1,000 fighters, most of which operate in the war-
torn Sagaing Region, while some stage urban guerrilla attacks in Yangon and Mandalay.

“We are standing for the oppressed people and are determined to fight for their rights,”
said Ko Lin Nway, a core member of the DPRA, which he claimed controls “many villages” in
Sagaing.

But while the group is committed to overthrowing the military dictatorship, it has distanced
itself from the National Unity Government, which declared a people’s defensive war in
September of last year. The NUG was appointed by lawmakers elected in the 2020 polls,
which the military refused to recognise.

Most NUG members come from the overthrown National League for Democracy, which won
back-to-back landslide victories in 2015 and 2020. Despite its broad popular domestic
support, some in the activist community were disappointed by the NLD’s time in power. So
while the NUG has promised reforms to criticised NLD policies, some remain wary.

“The policies of the NUG ... are not practical. Another objection we have is that the National
League for Democracy government prioritised reconciliation with the military and ignored
the rights of farmers and workers,” said Lin Nway, recalling that farmers and workers were
arrested during the NLD administration for protesting.

Since the military overthrew the NLD in February of last year, armed resistance groups have
mushroomed throughout the country, from southern Tanintharyi Region to the Bamar
heartland Dry Zone regions of Sagaing, Magway and Mandalay and beyond to the Chin hills.
They have grown both in number and power, and now launch frequent attacks against junta
personnel and facilities.

Many of these groups, but not all, have pledged loyalty to the NUG. The NUG told a news
conference on June 22 that 257 battalions had been established under the command of its
defence ministry andmore than 500 People’s Defence Force groups are affiliated with the
parallel government.
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U Kyaw Zaw, a spokesperson for the NUG President’s Office, told Frontier that the shadow
government was working closely with all local resistance groups and providing them with
some support. He said any group wanting to serve under the NUG had to follow two main
rules.

“They are required to adhere to military codes of conduct and be loyal to the revolution,”
Kyaw Zaw said.

Maung Saungkha leads a protest demanding the
release of detained Reuters journalists in 2018.
(Frontier)

Keeping the NUG at an arm’s distance

But the DRPA is not the only group choosing to
remain independent. Another such group is

the Bamar People’s Liberation Army, which
celebrated its first anniversary on April 17. It was
formed with 30 members in a “liberated area”, a term used to refer to areas outside the
military’s control.

“The BPLA became a well-organised army within a year,” said Maung Saungkha, a prominent
poet and free speech advocate turned resistance fighter.

He serves as the commanding officer of his unit, though the BPLA has a leadership system
that does not use military ranks. Maung Saungkha attributed the group’s successful growth
to its stability. The organisation has a systematic hierarchy, a clear division of leadership
responsibility, a system of rules for members, and provides fighters with basic necessities
including uniforms.

“Unlike other groups, we provide anyone accepted for training with a full uniform. No one
undertakes military training in civilian clothes,” Maung Saungkha said.

Maung Saungkha had campaigned for the NLD in 2015 but left the party in 2018 after
becoming disillusioned. In particular, he cites party leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s decision
to defend the arrests of two Reuters journalists who exposed a military massacre of
Rohingya civilians. In 2020, his free speech advocacy group, Athan, found that more people
faced legal action for criticising the government under the NLD than under the previous
government.

While Aung San Suu Kyi is imprisoned incommunicado at present, Maung Saungkha fears
that an NUG under her leadership could one day choose to negotiate with the military or
give up on the ideal of a federal union incorporating ethnic groups. The BPLA is so
committed to federalism that it incorporates lessons on the topic into its four-month
military training courses.

“We stand independently. We can continue our fight until our goals are achieved,” said
Maung Saungkha. “Fighting independently and not working under the NUG does not mean
we are competing with the NUG.”
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But the BPLA doesn’t work entirely independently. The group operates in territory
controlled by the Karen National Liberation Army’s Brigade 5, one of the armed groups
under the Karen National Union.

BPLA fighters have been serving on the frontlines under the leadership of the KNLA since
December 2021. “We can deploy large numbers of our troops in the Brigade 5 area. We
have fought in many battles, but we rarely post about the battles on social media,” Maung
Saunghka said, also declining to give the exact number of troops for security reasons.

Maung Saungkha said the BPLA does sometimes fight alongside NUG-aligned PDFs and other
ethnic armed groups, though he declined to elaborate.

A TERRR PRF members eat food provided by a local
Coad WA W YR 4 7 community, in a picture posted to Facebook
appealing for donations. (Facebook | Supplied)

Fighting back in Sagaing

As junta violence has escalated, so have grim
reports about the killing and torture of civilians
and their use as human shields, artillery attacks
on residential areas and the torching and looting
of homes and villages.

Some of the worst atrocities have occurred in the Bamar heartland in Sagaing and Magway,
where the military is facing a determined resistance from increasingly stronger and more
effective local defence forces. As well as their role in defending civilians from regime forces,
these groups, which aspire to build a more professional, well-equipped army in the post-
revolution period, also try to provide political leadership.

Besides the DPRA, groups fighting back without being under the command of the NUG also
include the People’s Revolution Front and the Black Wolf Defence Force-Monywa.

The PRF, which has attracted young people from throughout Myanmar, operates in Magway
Region’s Pakokku, Pauk and Sidoktaya townships, Sagaing Region’s Wetlet Township and in
Yangon Region. It has about 500 members with two political leaders and three military
leaders.

The political and military leadership team cooperates with a central leading body and sub-
sectoral working groups. They are responsible for managing funding and weapons,
according to Ko Hlyap See, Officer-in-Charge of the Pakokku Military Region, one of the
PRF’s four regions.

“The four military regions are managed by individual leaders. | can make decisions about
military affairs and recruitment,” Hlyap See told Frontier.

He said PRF groups control nearly 100 villages in the Pakokku Military Region, where only
three communities are controlled by the pro-military militia, the Pyusawhti.
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“We maintain security in all the villages we control and we have even supported the
opening of schools in some villages,” Hlyap See said, adding that he could not give the
location of the schools for the safety of the students. As many teachers and students are
boycotting junta-run institutions, a network of alternative schools have emerged to provide
educational options for children.

Despite the difficulties in raising funds and obtaining weapons, like the DPRA, the PRF says it
has no interest in working under the NUG.

“If we worked under the leadership of someone without combat experience, my soldiers
would be at risk,” Hlyap See explained. Even though most of the fighters who have joined
the PRF were not trained combatants before the coup, they have grown in strength and
now perceive themselves to be capable fighting forces.

But for some groups, the lure of greater funding and support is irresistible.

“We cannot fight against the military forces because we have fewer weapons and not as
much manpower,” said Ko Bi Lone, a leader of the 50-member Black Wolf Defence Force-
Monywa. The group formed organically and operated independently for convenience’s sake
but does not have a principled aversion to working with the NUG like some other groups.

Black Wolf Defence Force says it only receives about K1 million in donations per month, less
than $550, and is desperate for more weapons.

“We attack them when we have the opportunity. Sometimes we throw a grenade, then we
run quickly. If they see us and shoot, we are at risk of being killed because we don’t have
guns to defend ourselves,” Bi Lone said. He added that there are 11 other resistance groups
in the area that Black Wolf Defence Force sometimes fights alongside.

He said it has been hard for the group to gain the trust of the public for donations because it
is not affiliated with the NUG.

Facing a shortage of funds, the group ultimately appealed for recognition as a PDF under the
NUG’s command. A request letter was sent through another local PDF group four months
ago, but the Black Wolf Defence Force is still waiting for an answer.

The NUG did not answer questions about delays in recognising new PDFs but directed any
group wanting to affiliate with the NUG to contact an official in their area.

TNLA troops parade at a ceremony marking
the 59th anniversary of the Ta’ang National
Revolution Day in January 2022 in Tangyang
Township (Mar Naw | Frontier)

Relying on ethnic allies

A lack of money and weapons is the biggest
challenge facing all anti-junta armed groups.
Most admit they are only able to equip about
10 percent of their fighters with automatic
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weapons, with the rest armed with homemade guns or not at all.

U Htin Linn Aung, the NUG’s Minister of Communications, Information and Technology,
told Frontier during a press conference on June 22 that the Ministry of Defence has raised
S44 million.

Resistance groups not allied with the NUG typically don’t receive any funds directly from the
NUG to support their activities. They told Frontier they mostly rely on funding provided by
individual donors and charity groups in Myanmar and abroad.

Hlyap See said the PRF’s Pakokku Military Region needed about K10 million a month for
food and other basic necessities, but only received about half of that amount from their
public donations.

“We cannot provide salaries and uniforms to our members, but other basic needs can be
met,” Hlyap See said, adding that the group does not allow individuals to use the PRF’s
name for their own fundraising purposes. All donations to the PRF are managed by the
central leading body and those holding respective in-charge positions have to claim for any
necessary expenses.

Many of these groups struggle to even provide enough food and basic needs for members,
although some have received support in the form of military training and arms from ethnic
armed groups.

The PRF and BPLA both said they closely cooperate with the Arakan Army, Ta’ang National
Liberation Army and the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army, known collectively as
the Brotherhood Alliance.

“Weapons are more available from the three [Brotherhood] allies,” said Maung Saungkha,
who believes that the BPLA gained their trust because of their enthusiasm and commitment
to federalism and ethnic issues.

Maung Saungkha was arrested in 2020 for protesting the internet shutdown in Rakhine
State, which was imposed by the government during the military’s campaign against the AA.

Asked how much the BPLA had paid the Brotherhood Alliance for arms supplies, he said,
“They did not ask for anything. We promised that we would fight until our political goals
were achieved. They do not seek to have influence over how we run our group and they
treat us like allies.”

Maung Saunghkha said anyone wishing to join the BPLA must commit to serving it until the
end of the revolution. Members are also banned from seeking public donations and from
keeping any cash, even their own money.

Donors can give directly to the BPLA and in the interest of transparency, donations are listed
on the group’s social media page. Donors don’t get a say in how their contribution is spent.
“1 explain this policy clearly to those who want to join the BPLA. There were some who did
not want to join when they realised that we are not working under the leadership of the
NUG,” Maung Saungkha said.
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Despite their strict donation policy, BPLA is still receiving financial support to some extent
like other groups, through local and international donations. The BPLA did not reveal how
much it receives in donations every month.

A member of the Karenni People’s Defense Force
(KPDF) holds a homemade gun during training in
Kayah State in 2021. (AFP)

Making weapons

Another solution to the shortage of funds and
weapons is to simply make them.

“We produce single-barreled weapons, including
shotguns. The monthly production depends on income. Now that the roads are closed, it is
very difficult to get raw materials,” said Bi Lone, from the Black Wolf Defence Force.

The DPRA says it receives about K10 million a month from the public, but says it makes most
of its own weapons. The group estimates that each month it can make 20 rocket launchers,
30 60mm mortars, 20 grenades and 30 rifles, subject to the availability of raw materials.

The technique for producing rockets was learned from the Kani Guerrilla Force, a resistance
group based in Sagaing’s Kani Township that is allied with the DPRA. The weapons cost
about K15,000 each to make and the rockets have a range of between three and eight
kilometres.

“We can’t buy a lot of real guns, so we have to rely on handmade weapons. The main
problem is getting raw materials, which are available locally as well as at the border,” said
Lin Nway.

Other than Black Wolf Defence Force, the armed groups that spoke to Frontier for this story
said they did not believe submitting to the NUG would result in more weapons or funding,
because the NUG is still struggling to arm groups under its control.

The NUG has acknowledged the sprawling web of revolutionary groups which emerged after
the coup. At the June 21 press conference, NUG Press Secretary U Nay Phone Latt said that
the NUG is working to systematically organise and unite various groups, but didn’t say how
the NUG views those that choose to remain independent. He also noted the presence of
“fake” PDFs.

“l cannot say all armed groups are PDFs,” Nay Phone Latt said. “At present, we are
witnessing that there are armed groups calling themselves PDFs, which might even be called
fake PDFs, who are robbing and bullying people. We will continue to deal with such cases in
accordance with the law, ” he said, although access to justice remains a challenge in
Myanmar.

Revolutionary groups independent of the NUG told Frontier they share the hope for victory.
Many also look forward to the subsequent emergence of a unified federal army.
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“When we fight the dictator, we may have different policies and a different approach, but
we have the same goals,” said Maung Saungkha. “Although we are not under the NUG, |
regard us as revolutionary forces which are trying to eradicate the military dictatorship. To
achieve that goal, we want to fight the military with allies,” he said.

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/the-pdfs-marching-to-their-own-tune/

House of Myanmar Junta Chief’s Sister Bombed in Yangon
By THE IRRAWADDY | 13 July 2022

The house of the Myanmar coup leader’s sister was bombed on Monday evening, one of a
series of explosions in the last two days that rocked at least five locations in Yangon, in
another sign that the military regime is struggling to contain armed resistance against its
rule.

On Monday at 8:10pm a blast occurred at the house of Daw Zin Zin Hlaing, elder sister of
junta chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, in Yangon’s Mayangone Township. Daw Zin Zin
Hlaing is married to retired Colonel Than Myint.

Two underground resistance groups, the Federal Liberation Army (Hlaing Tharyar Battalion)
and the Union of Myanmar Civil Defense, claimed responsibility for the attack, which
damaged vehicles in the compound, according to the groups.

The resistance groups said that they had previously attempted to attack the house in June.
The groups also urged people to avoid junta forces and regime-linked areas due to the
possibility of them being attacked.

Soon after the attack on Monday night, a traffic police outpost near the bus stop at Nine
Mile Junction in Mayangone Township was blown up.

Regime forces arrive in the area in Tamwe Township
where a bomb was found on Tuesday. Photo CJ.

Submitting a video of the explosion, two other resistance
o groups, Special Nway Oo and God’s Hand Force, claimed
responsibility for the attack.

The groups said that the attack was part of the ‘Aung
Mingalar Operation’ against regime forces. On the same
night, blasts reportedly occurred in six other Yangon
townships.

Also on Tuesday, two explosions injuring at least ten civilians were reported in Hlaing
Tharyar and Sanchaung townships. No one has yet claimed responsibility for the blasts.

Eight civilians were also injured on Tuesday afternoon when an explosion occurred under a
flyover at Myaynigone Junction in Sanchaung Township, according to rescue workers.
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“People were injured in their necks, hands and legs. But they are not in a serious condition,”
said the rescue worker.

Following the blast, junta forces blocked roads in the area.

On Tuesday afternoon a blast also occurred near a park in Hlaing Tharyar Township, injuring
two people.

A combined force of Yangon resistance groups said on Tuesday that they were forced to
abandon an attempt to bomb regime vehicles in Tamwe Township, as their bomb was
discovered by garbage collectors and other civilians.

Subsequently, junta troops blew up the bomb and blocked roads in the area.

Yangon Liberation Force, which planned the mission, urged people to avoid any strange
packages, as resistance fighters were risking their lives in such missions against regime
targets.

Regime forces are currently facing daily attacks from resistance groups and ethnic armed
organizations nationwide.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/house-of-myanmar-junta-chiefs-sister-bombed-
in-yangon.html

Myanmar Junta Chief Back in Russia—the Only Country Willing to Take Him
By THE IRRAWADDY | 13 July 2022

The world today has more than 190 countries but it seems there is only one nation willing to
open its doors to Myanmar military junta chief Min Aung Hlaing, who has been ostracized
internationally for his illegitimate coup and his brutal response to protesters. And that’s
Russia.

The coup leader and his family have been there since Sunday. It is the second time Min
Aung Hlaing has been to the country since the coup last year. In fact, it’s just the second
time he’s been anywhere, as Russia is the only country in the world he has visited, more
than 15 months after the takeover. (Admittedly, he flew to Indonesia last year. But it would
be generous to call it a “visit”; he was more or less summoned by the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations, ASEAN, which presented him with a peace plan for Myanmar in a
failed effort to end his bloody crackdowns on protesters.)

But while it seems that it’s “destination Moscow” for the time being for Min Aung Hlaing, it
would be unfair to say that he is entirely without other friends.

Apart from Russia, the regime chief, who has killed more than 2,000 civilians so far for
rejecting his rule, also enjoys support from China. Both countries have refused to denounce
the regime and have even protected it at the UN Security Council. Furthermore, Min Aung
Hlaing has warm relations with Myanmar’s southern neighbor, Thailand. Plus, early this
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year, Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen became the first international dignitary to meet
the bloody dictator after flying in to Naypyitaw.

Min Aung Hlaing and delegation meet with
officials from Russia’s Ministry of Defense in
Moscow on Monday. / Cincds

Some may wonder why Min Aung Hlaing has
confined himself to shuttling between Moscow
and Naypyitaw while there are other “friendly
) e nations.” The reason is that his coup against a

Y "~ . AR democratically elected government makes it hard
for them to recognize him as Myanmar’s legitimate leader. Take China. For all Beijing’s
affirmations of support for the regime—which simply reflect China’s strategic and economic
interests in Myanmar—Min Aung Hlaing hasn’t set foot on Chinese soil since the coup; he
hasn’t so much as crossed the border, let alone traveled to Beijing. And when Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi was in Myanmar early this month for a regional meeting, he didn’t
even pay a courtesy call to Min Aung Hlaing. The Chinese government’s mouthpiece Global
Times said the trip was for the sole purpose of attending a regional meeting, and did “not
hint at China ‘recognizing’ the current administration”.

These “friends” are well aware that Min Aung Hlaing has been shunned internationally since
the coup for his bloody response to protesters against his regime. He has even been barred
from attending summits by the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), of which
Myanmar is a member state.

Internationally, his regime has received very little recognition and many countries have kept
their distance from it. They fear meetings with the coup leader could be used as PR tools by
the regime, which craves legitimacy. So, even a personal visit from Min Aung Hlaing would
be a nightmare for those friendly nations.

But Russia doesn’t seem to share these qualms about engaging with Min Aung Hlaing,
mainly because his regime is a cash cow for it; Moscow is a major arms supplier to
Naypyitaw and Myanmar has been its arms industry’s biggest patron. According to the
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), Russia sold US$247 million worth
of arms to Myanmar between 2015 and 2021. In the same period, it sold $105 million worth
to Laos, and $47 million worth to Thailand, according to SIPRI data.

‘A : 1 The regime’s Minister for Science and Technology
-t Dr. Myo Thein Kyaw (left), junta chief Min Aung
Hlaing (center) and Rosatom Director General
Alexey Likhachev sign an MoU in Moscow on
Tuesday. / Cincds

Despite his consistent patronage of Russia, Min
Aung Hlaing isn’t treated as a state leader there.
During his trip last year upon the invitation of the
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Russian Defense Ministry, Russian President Vladimir Putin didn’t meet him. The most
senior Russian official he met was the secretary of the Security Council of the Russian

Federation. Russian media just described him as either “Myanmar’s military chief” or

“Myanmar’s commander-in-chief”, but not as the head of state.

This lack of recognition must be painful for Min Aung Hlaing, who craves international
legitimacy for his regime. However, he can’t afford to complain, as Russia has stood
steadfastly behind him, as China has done, at every UN meeting.

‘Private’ visit?

For those who are wondering if Min Aung Hlaing will get the chance to meet with Putin this
time, the answer is that it’s very unlikely; Russia’s Defense Ministry said on Tuesday that
Min Aung Hlaing was on a “private visit”. Period!

In describing the trip as “private”, Moscow is highlighting the fact that one of Min Aung
Hlaing’s plans for the visit is to consecrate a pagoda at the Ethnomir cultural center in
Kaluga near Moscow. It’s not clear why the Defense Ministry took pains to release a
statement providing details of a non-state, “personal” visit.

Min Aung Hlaing and delegation meet with
Director General Dr. Dmitry Rogozin of the State
Space Corporation Roscosmos in Moscow on
Tuesday. / Cincds

The regime’s media seemed to see the visit
differently, however.

. On Wednesday, the front pages of the junta’s
s mouthpieces were emblazoned with headlines
like “SAC Chairman Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing and delegation hold
talks about cooperation in various sectors with Russia Federation” —which sounds like
pretty serious business for a person on a private, and more like the agenda of an official

visit.
Contrary to the “private visit” described by Russia, the papers reported that Min Aung
Hlaing held a working meeting with “dignitaries” of the Russian Defense Ministry. It should

be noted that the dignitaries he met did not include Russian Defense Minister Army General
Sergey Shoigu.

Furthermore, he met with the chairman of the Russia-Myanmar Friendship Association to
discuss enhancing economic cooperation between the two countries, as well as cooperation
on educating military and civilian trainees, among other things.

He also met, during the private visit, with the chairman of the Russia-ASEAN Economic
Council to discuss boosting exports of agrobased products, enhancement of generating
electricity and the bilateral export and import sectors. His trip also included a meeting with
the Director General of State Space Corporation Roscosmos “to exchange views on
development of science and technological sectors and improvement of human resources.”
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More importantly, at Russian state-owned nuclear firm Rosatom State Corporation, Min
Aung Hlaing met Director General Alexey Likhachev to talk about cooperation on the
peaceful use of nuclear energy.

At the meeting, a memorandum of understanding was signed between the regime’s
Ministry of Science and Technology and Rosatom State Corporation. The content of the
MoU was unknown.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-chief-back-in-russia-the-only-
country-willing-to-take-him.html

Burma Must Make Clear its Nuclear Ambitions
By AUNG ZAW | 13 July 2022

Myanmar junta chief Min Aung Hlaing is currently in Russia, where, according to a
mouthpiece media outlet of the regime’s State Administration Council (SAC), he visited
Rosatom, a Russian state—owned nuclear energy corporation, on Tuesday and met with
Director General Alexey Likhachev “to talk about cooperation in the sectors beneficial for
peoples of both countries in atomic energy technological cooperation arena, conducting
science and research, manufacturing of pharmaceuticals, agriculture, livestock, industry and
foodstuff sectors with the peaceful use of nuclear energy.”

More importantly, the regime’s Ministry of Science and Technology signed a memorandum
of understanding with Rosatom. The SAC has not yet released any details of the MoU,
however.

It is not the first time the Myanmar military’s interest in atomic energy has caught the
world’s attention. In 2009, The Irrawaddy published the following commentary on the need
for the then-ruling junta to make clear its nuclear ambitions, which were already the subject
of much speculation and warnings from the US about the implications of nuclear technology
transfers to Myanmar’s generals.

Reports of Burma’s shady nuclear ambitions have resurfaced to take their place alongside
warnings by US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton of secret military ties and possible
technology transfers between Burma and North Korea.

One report which aroused special interest was based on research by Desmond Ball, an
Australian security analyst and author of several books on nuclear strategy and security
issues in the Asia-Pacific.

However, to understand the present situation and Burma’s nuclear ambitions we need to
look at the past. Burma’s interest in nuclear science and technology is, in fact, nothing new.

Three years ago, The Irrawaddy published a special cover story on Burma’s nuclear
ambitions. A Burmese scholar, Maung Thuta, wrote: “More than five decades ago, Kyaw
Nyein, the pragmatic modernist among the ruling triumvirate, with U Nu and Ba Swe, and
the driving force behind Burma’s nascent industrialization, oversaw the setting up in 1953,
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under the Ministry of Industry, of the Union of Burma Applied Research Institute (UBAEC), in
collaboration with the American Armour Research Foundation.”

The regime’s Minister for Science and Technology
Dr. Myo Thein Kyaw (left), junta chief Min Aung
Hlaing (center) and Rosatom Director General Alexey
Likhachev after signing an MoU in Moscow on
Tuesday.

In 1955, the Atomic Energy Centre and the Atomic
Minerals Department were established and dozens
of young scholars and technicians were sent abroad,
mainly to the US, to study medical physics, nuclear physics, nuclear, metallurgical and
mining engineering and technical training in nuclear applications in instrumentation,
agriculture and industry. The same year Burma attended the first international conference
on peaceful uses of atomic energy, which was held in Geneva. Two years later, Burma joined
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

Maung Thuta, in an article entitled “Transparency Needed,” wrote “at the dawn of the
‘Atomic Age,” Burma’s nuclear elites centered around the UBAEC apparently had no doubts
about propelling Burma into a modern industrial state through extensive research and
development in the fields of power production, agriculture, medicine, industry and
education.”

Indeed, Burma was well advanced in those days to develop a nuclear project, compared to
neighboring countries. In the early 1960s, a site for a nuclear research reactor was
designated near the Hlaing Campus in Rangoon.

“However, the first phase of nuclear ambitions faltered and stagnated within a few years
when the much-vaunted ‘Pyidawthar’ industrial plan failed and UBAEC patron Kyaw Nyein
fell from grace amid disputes among the ruling political elite,” Maung Thuta wrote.

Burma’s early nuclear ambitions ended there. Gen Ne Win, who staged a military coup in
1962, had little interest in nuclear projects, nor did he trust scholars. So Burma’s nuclear
program fell by the wayside, although in 1984 the general admitted to university professors
at a private dinner party that he had made a blunder by ending it.

One of the experts from those times, Thein Oo Po Saw, who earned a master’s degree in
nuclear engineering from the University of Illinois in 1950s, remains active in Burma today.

Thein Oo Po Saw played a crucial role in reviving Burma’s Atomic Energy Committee and
renewing links with the IAEA. He also urged Burma’s military regime in 1995 to join the
Regional Cooperative Agreement for Research, Development and Training in Nuclear
Science and Technology in Asia and the Pacific (RCA).

The professor has taught at the Defense Services Academy in Maymyo and is currently an
adviser to the Ministry of Science and Technology and adjunct professor at the Yangon
[Rangoon] Technological University.
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Rosatom Director General Alexey Likhachev with
junta chief Min Aung Hlaing after signing an MoU
in Moscow on Tuesday.

Whatever the motives involved, the regime
revitalized the nuclear project. An Arakanese
professor, Thein Oo Po Saw, renewed links with
the IAEA. Since then, Burma has been
demonstrating its intention to develop nuclear

energy for “peaceful purposes.”

The regime has outwardly supported the concept of nuclear-free zones and signed the
Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone, or Bangkok Treaty, in 1995. A year
later, Burma signed the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty.

Burma’s renewed interest in nuclear technology was evident, however. The Ministry of
Science and Technology was created in 1997 and headed by an extreme nationalist, U
Thaung, a graduate of Defense Services Academy Intake 1.

Two years later, Burma began negotiations with Russia on a nuclear reactor project, and in
January 2002 the military regime confirmed plans to build a nuclear research reactor for
“peaceful purposes.” The Deputy Foreign Minister at that time, Khin Maung Win, declared
that Burma’s “interest in nuclear energy for peaceful purpose is longstanding.”

Thein Oo Po Saw also played a key role in the military-sponsored National Convention.

During discussions of a chapter of the draft constitution relating to the defense of the Union
of Burma, he and several professional colleagues made an interesting suggestion.

The chapter under discussion on March 3, 2005, covered seven key points on national
defense, including chemical and biological weapons.

The professor suggested an addition to the chapter to cover the “prevention of terrorist acts
and pressures” in enacting laws regarding “the defense of the Union of Myanmar and of its
every part, and to prepare a defense program.”

That program would potentially include “conventional arms, ammunition and explosives,
and non-conventional sophisticated strategic arms” as well as “nuclear energy, nuclear fuel
and radiation, and mineral resources that produce them, highly classified materials, objects,
areas, technologies, researches and information and special security issues, accidents
concerning the persons whose work involves highly classified materials, objects, areas,
technologies, researches and information, and compensation and insurance coverage for
them in case of accidents,” according to a report in state-run The New Light of Myanmar.

Aung Toe, the chairman of the National Convention Convening Work Committee, replied by
saying that such a program—particularly a nuclear one—would incur international criticism
if it was included in the chapter on defense and security.

Aung Toe’s prediction was not wrong. Now some international press reports suggest that
Burma is on the way to possessing a nuclear bomb.
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The lack of transparency in Burma’s nuclear program and the regime’s repressive nature
only increased the suspicions of international critics and dissident groups.

Aside from Thein Oo Po Saw, Burma’s nuclear project has been developed by Minister U
Thaung, who signed the reactor agreement in Moscow with Russian counterpart Sergei
Kiriyenko, the head of Russia’s atomic agency. U Thaung is known to be close to junta chief
Snr Gen Than Shwe and his deputy, Vice Snr-Gen Maung Aye.

U Thaung has in-depth knowledge of Burma’s mining and uranium sectors and resigned his
army post to become director general of the country’s Department of Geological Survey and
Mineral Exploration in the 1980s.

U Thaung visited Moscow several times in the past in pursuit of the nuclear deal. He also
organized students and army officers to participate in nuclear orientation and training in
Moscow. In 2006, nuclear physics departments were established in the universities of
Rangoon and Mandalay, with enrolment controlled by the regime.

In 2006, Russia’s ambassador to Burma, Dr Mikhail M Mgeladze, confirmed that about 2,000
Burmese students had been admitted to 11 academic institutions in Russia, under a bilateral
agreement, and about 500 had returned to Burma with bachelor, master’s or doctorate
degrees.

Russian companies are also actively involved in the search for uranium in upper Burma.

In the early 2000s, the regime confirmed publicly that uranium deposits had been found in
several areas: Magwe, Taungdwingyi, Kyaukphygon and Paongpyin in Mogok, and Kyauksin
and in southern Tenasserim Division.

The Russian companies Zarubezneft, Itera, Kalmykia and the state-owned enterprise
Tyazhpromexport have been involved in oil and gas exploration and the establishment of a
plant to produce cast iron in Shan State. Tyazhpromexport’s investment alone is worth
about US $150 million.

Aside from Russia, Burma’s renewed diplomatic relations and secret military ties with North
Korea no doubt heightened suspicions. Washington has repeatedly warned of technology
transfer between the two nations.

In April 2007, a North Korean freighter, the Kang Nam |, docked at Thilawa port, 30km south
of Rangoon. Interestingly, Burmese officials said the ship, the first to visit Burma since the
restoration of diplomatic relations, sought shelter from a storm. Two local reporters
working for a Japanese news agency were briefly detained and turned back when they went
to the port to investigate.

The Kang Nam | headed for Burma again recently, but turned back after being shadowed by
a US destroyer in the harsh light of international attention.

The April 2007 incident wasn’t the first time a North Korean ship reported running into
trouble in Burmese waters—by a strange coincidence, the North Korean cargo vessel M V
Bong Hoafan sought shelter from a storm and anchored at a Burmese port in November
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2006. The regime reported that an on-board inspection had “found no suspicious material
or military equipment.”

Indeed, to skeptics, the go-ahead for the nuclear reactor project, the arrival of North Korean
ships and shady military ties (The Irrawaddy exposed one particular trip made to Pyonyang
by Gen Shwe Mann in November in 2008 with exclusive photos) are new developments.

It is premature, however, to conclude that Burma intends to undertake the complicated and
perilous process of reprocessing uranium to get weapons-grade plutonium, although strong
suspicions will continue to grow.

Although there are unofficial reports that Burma has set a goal of becoming a nuclear nation
by 2025, it is still unclear whether the regime intends to develop a nuclear weapon. More
solid evidence needs to emerge—and, no doubt, Thein Oo Po Saw, U Thaung and Gen
Maung Aye could provide it.

It is legitimate, however, to raise the issue and to inquire into the regime’s intentions, in the
interests of keeping nuclear technology out of the hands of the irresponsible regime.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/from-the-archive/burma-must-make-clear-its-nuclear-
ambitions.html

Myanmar’s outcast junta chief pursues Russian support amid fierce resistance at home

Facing growing international isolation, a coup council delegation makes a ‘private’ trip to
Moscow to meet with state-owned nuclear energy and weapons companies

Tin Htet Paing | Published on Jul 13, 2022

3 - Military chief Min Aung Hlaing (centre) and
e 2 0 0 0 ool science and technology minister Myo Thein Kyaw
(left) sign an MoU on atomic energy cooperation
with Russian nuclear executive Alexey Likhachev
(right) on July 11 (Office of the Commander-in-
Chief)

Min Aung Hlaing is visiting Russia to strengthen
defence and economic ties with the country amid
growing international pressure to hold Myanmar’s coup regime accountable for the
perpetration of ongoing rights abuses.

The military chief, who led a coup in early 2021, left for Moscow on Sunday in a previously
unannounced trip described by the Russian embassy in Myanmar as “private,” and expected
to last through this week.

Military-controlled media did not report on the visit until Tuesday.

The delegation accompanying Min Aung Hlaing included junta joint secretary Lt-Gen Ye Win
0o and member Mahn Nyein Maung, as well as air force chief Gen Tun Aung, adjutant-
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general Lt-Gen Myo Zaw Thein and military attaché Brig-Gen Moe Kyaw. Also present were
representatives from the ministries of science and technology and transport and
communication.

According to official press statements, on Monday, the coup leader met with Alexey
Likhachev—the director general of the state-owned Rosatom corporation—and discussed
atomic energy cooperation.

Rosatom’s communications department in Singapore told Myanmar Now that the two
countries signed a Memorandum of Understanding that day concerning “cooperation in
training and skills development in the field of nuclear energy and shaping positive public
opinion on nuclear energy in Myanmar.”

The company described the move as “lay[ing] a solid foundation for the development of
further cooperation on practical projects.”

Junta mouthpieces reported that Min Aung Hlaing also met with company representatives
from Roscosmos State Space Corporation and arms dealer Rosoboronexport later on
Monday. No further details of those meetings were disclosed in the report.

They also published photos of the regime delegation attending a ceremony unveiling a
replica of the Shwezigon Pagoda in Kaluga, southwest of Moscow. Attending the event
alongside the junta representatives was military-allied monk Sitagu Sayadaw.

Min Aung Hlaing’s trip to Russia followed a vow by US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken to
increase international pressure on Myanmar’s coup regime during his trip to Thailand over
the weekend. Blinken called on the regional bloc ASEAN (the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations) to “hold the regime accountable” for the perpetration of intensifying violence and
repression in the country.

The secretary of state also urged China to do the same, according to media reports.

China’s foreign minister Wang Yi visited Myanmar earlier this month for a meeting of the
Chinese-led Lancang-Mekong Cooperation group which includes Myanmar, Laos, Thailand,
Cambodia and Vietnam.

It was the first visit by a top Chinese diplomat to the country since last year’s coup.
According to The Irrawaddy, the foreign minister did not pay a courtesy visit to the military
chief. He last visited Myanmar to meet State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi in January last
year, just weeks before the military deposed her elected administration.

While Myanmar’s military chief has been in Russia, resistance forces reported fierce clashes
with junta troops in Karen State’s Myawaddy Township.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmars-outcast-junta-chief-pursues-russian-
support-amid-fierce-resistance-at-home
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Myanmar junta chief calls for improved ties in talks with Russian defense ministry

Min Aung Hlaing’s visit to Russia is his second since the military coup last year.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.07.13

Chairman of the Military Council Snr. Gen. Min
Aung Hlaing meets with Russian Defense Ministry
officials in Moscow, July 12, 2022. Myanmar
military

Myanmar junta chief Snr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing
held talks with officials from Russia’s Ministry of
z =1 Defense in Moscow this week, according to
media reports, raising fears the junta is seeking new weapons to turn the tide in its fight
against the country’s armed opposition.

The regime leader met with unspecified “Russian defense ministry officials” on July 11, a
day after he arrived in Russia for a “private visit,” the junta said in a statement on
Tuesday.

On Tuesday, Reuters news agency quoted a Russian defense ministry statement as saying
that Min Aung Hlaing had met with “top officials” from the ministry and “discussed ways
to strengthen bilateral military cooperation.”

The official Global New Light of Myanmar reported Wednesday that after being
welcomed on his arrival by Deputy Minister for Defence of the Russian Federation
Colonel General Alexander Vasilievich Fomin, Min Aung Hlaing also held meetings with
the Russia-Myanmar Friendship Association, the Russia-ASEAN Economic Council, the
Rosatom State Corporations of Russia, and Russia’s State Space Corporation Roscosmos.

Notably, no mention was made of a meeting between Min Aung Hlaing and his
counterpart, Russian President Vladimir Putin, or even the country’s Minister of
Defense, Sergei Kuzhugetovich Shoigu.

The trip marks the junta chief’s second visit to Russia in the more than 17 months since
Myanmar’s military seized control of the country in a Feb. 1, 2021 coup.

While Western nations were quick to impose sanctions on Myanmar over the

coup, Russia has continued to supply Myanmar’s military with weapons and helicopters
despite its continued and documented crackdown on civilians, killing at least 2,081 since
coming to power.

International media had reported that Myanmar purchased at least six SU-30 multi-role
fighter jets from Russia before the military takeover, a transaction that was confirmed to
RFA Burmese by Capt. Zay Thu Aung, a Myanmar air force officer who has since defected
and joined the anti-junta Civil Disobedience Movement.
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Zay Thu Aung said at least two of the six jets have been stationed in Myanmar’s capital
Naypyidaw since March this year and that a team of Russian pilots and technicians has
been training Myanmar pilots and crews.

“Six were purchased, but only two of them had been delivered by 2020. The rest won’t be
delivered until this year,” he said.

“It was agreed beforehand that Russian crews would be sent to train local officers on
aircraft assembly and maintenance. Once the jets are ready, Russian test pilots will arrive
to test the aircraft before handing them over. It was agreed to in advance.”

Attempts by RFA Burmese to contact junta Deputy Information Minister Maj. Gen. Zaw
Min Tun for comment on the sale of the jets went unanswered Wednesday.

Sukhoi Su-30 jet fighters perform during the MAKS
2021 air show in Zhukovsky, Russia, July 24, 2021.
Credit: REUTERS/Tatyana Makeyeva

Airstrikes on ethnic armies

Thein Tun Oo, director of the Thayninga Strategic
Studies Group, a Myanmar-based think tank run
by former military officers, said he knew the
military had been ordering SU-30 fighter jets “for

some time.”

“It’s been a long time since the SU-30s were ordered. The delivery has long been
delayed,” he said.

“We heard all kinds of news about the aircraft, such as that they were ‘being updated’
and made more ‘compatible for Myanmar.” Anyway, it’s time they should be delivered.
Taking into consideration the time of production of the aircraft and signing of the
contracts, it’s the right time for delivery and | think it’s very possible that they will be
here soon as we are hearing about them [from the military] now."

Thein Tun Oo noted that Myanmar and Russia have a history of military cooperation and
said it is customary for experts from the country where the equipment was purchased to
come and train local crews.

Each two-engine SU-30 fighter jet, produced by Russia's Sukhoi Aviation Corporation,
costs about U.S. $30 million.

Thein Tun Oo said the all-weather fighter can carry a wide array of weapons, including
precision-guided missiles, rockets, and anti-ship missiles.

The 70-ton SU-30 fighter jet can also fly across the 1,275-mile north-south expanse of
Myanmar, if needed, without needing to refuel, owing to its large fuel capacity, according
to weapons experts.
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Observers say Myanmar’s military regularly purchases Russian-made fighter jets and
other powerful weapons to fight groups such as the Karen National Union (KNU) and the
Kachin Independence Organization (KIO), which are among the country’s most powerful
and well-equipped ethnic armies.

In June, the junta carried out airstrikes on KNU and Karen National Defense Organization
(KNDO) coalition forces who had attacked a military camp in Ukrithta village, in Kayin
state’s Myawaddy township. Days of fighting ended with heavy casualties on both sides.

KNDO leader, General Saw Nedar Mya, told RFA that the military has yet to deploy
sophisticated fighter jets like the SU-30 in airstrikes, opting instead to use older Russian-
made MiG-29s.

“They used jet fighters in the airstrikes on Ukrithta. They attacked us every day, for five
days, day and night,” he said.

“Since the military dictator is getting support from China and Russia, the West should be
backing us. But even though [the junta is] buying all kinds of fighter jets and other
weapons, their people lack a fighting spirit. Our people have conviction and are in high
spirits.”

Relations at ‘unprecedented level’

Australia-based military and security analyst Kyaw Zaw Han said relations between
Moscow and the junta have reached “an unprecedented level” since the coup.

He said the military’s use of sophisticated weapons, including fighter jets, in Myanmar’s
civil war could lead to an increased death toll for the armed resistance.

“The junta seems to have viewed Russia as a strategic partner from the beginning. This
seems to be the case for both countries. And since the Feb 1 coup, the number of
reciprocal visits has increased to an all-time high,” he said.

“Russian-made weapons are increasingly being used in the civil war and they have had a
huge impact ... The use of these warplanes in the internal conflict has resulted in a huge
increase in the number of refugees and internally displaced persons.”

He said frequent visits by delegations and top officials, as well as various rounds of talks
on military and economic cooperation, have led to significantly strengthened ties
between Russia and Myanmar since the coup. Min Aung Hlaing notably hosted Russia’s
Deputy Defense Minister Lt-Gen Alexander V. Fomin in Myanmar’s capital Naypyidaw in
March of last year, less than two months after ousting the democratically elected
government.

According to the website Global Firepower, which tracks the development of military
forces from around the world, Myanmar maintains a fleet of 280 aircraft, including
fighter jets and attack helicopters, 664 tanks, and 155 warships, including one submarine.

In February, former U.S. Rep. Tom Andrews, who serves as U.N. special rapporteur on
human rights in Myanmar, said in a report to the U.N. Security Council that countries
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should stop selling arms to the junta, citing a brutal crackdown on civilians since the
coup.

The report called out permanent Security Council members China and Russia, as well as
India, Belarus, Ukraine, Israel, Serbia, Pakistan and South Korea, for selling the weapons,
which Andrews said are almost certainly being used by the military to kill innocent
people.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/ties-07132022202624.html

US ambassador-nominee to Bangkok promises to help Thais pressure Burmese junta

Noting the “horrifying atrocities,” Robert Godec says he’ll press Bangkok to reduce its oil
dependence on Myanmar.

By John Bechtel for BenarNews | 2022.07.13

The Bangchak Qil Refinery is seen through the
morning haze in Bangkok, Thailand, Jan. 17, 2021.
Reuters

The Biden administration’s nominee for U.S.
ambassador to Thailand told a Senate committee
Wednesday that he would press Bangkok to
reduce its dependence on oil and gas from
neighboring Myanmar, where the ruling military
junta is committing “horrifying atrocities.”

Robert F. Godec made the pledge in response to a question from Sen. Ed Markey, who,
citing a statement from Human Rights Watch, noted that Thailand receives 80 percent of
oil and gas exported by Myanmar’s government.

“We are seeking ways with the Thais to increase the pressure on the Burmese regime. All
options are on the table, that includes further action in the oil and gas sector,” Godec
told a Senate Foreign Relations panel here questioning him and three other nominees for
ambassador posts in the Asia-Pacific region as well as a nominee to serve as the U.S.
representative to the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).

Godec promised committee members that he would focus on efforts to work with
Thailand to pressure its neighbor.

“The Burmese regime continues to carry out horrifying atrocities. It is critically important
that this stop,” he said using the old name for Myanmar. “Burma and the Burmese
regime’s horrifying actions have been a top issue in discussions with Thailand.”

According to the statement released by Human Rights Watch in January, the state-run
Petroleum Authority of Thailand (PTT) is responsible for the largest gas revenues paid to
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junta-controlled accounts through its purchases of about 80 percent of Myanmar’s
exported natural gas from the Yadana and Zawtika gas fields. It said natural gas generates
about U.S. 51 billion in foreign revenue annually.

“I've repeatedly called for the United States to take a page out of the EU’s playbook and
sanction the Myanmar oil and gas enterprise,” Markey, a Massachusetts Democrat, told
Godec, referring to the European Union.

Since seizing control of Myanmar through a February 2021 coup that ousted a
democratically elected civilian-led government, the Burmese junta has jailed opposition
leaders and launched attacks that have killed more than 2,000 civilians, according to the
Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, an NGO based in Thailand.

Then-U.S. Ambassador to Kenya Robert Godec (left)
helps his wife, Lorri Godec Magnusson, hold a candle
during the 20th commemoration of the 1998 bombing
of the U.S Embassy in Nairobi, Aug. 7, 2018. Mrs.
Godec was left paralyzed and confined to a
wheelchair after the bombing. Credit: AP

Blinken visit

The hearing on Capitol Hill followed Sunday’s visit to Bangkok by U.S. Secretary of

State Antony Blinken who took a hardline stance against the Myanmar government after
meeting with Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-o-cha, the former Thai army chief and ex-
junta leader who spearheaded a coup in 2014.

Blinken said the Thai and other governments in Southeast Asia must push the Burmese
junta to end its brutal violence and steer the country back on a path to democracy, as he
called on Myanmar to institute the Five-Point Consensus it agreed to in April 2021.

The consensus, hashed out during an emergency summit of Southeast Asian leaders in
Jakarta that month, called for an immediate end to violence in the country, the
distribution of humanitarian aid, dialogue among all parties and the appointment of an
ASEAN special envoy to Myanmar who would be permitted to meet with all stakeholders.

“Unfortunately, it is safe to say that we have seen no positive movement. On the
contrary, we continue to see the repression of the Burmese people,” Blinken said, noting
that members of the opposition were in jail or in exile. “The regime is not delivering what
is necessary for the people.”

In its January statement calling out PTT for its oil purchases, HRW noted that petroleum
giants Chevron and TotalEnergies had announced plans days earlier to pull out of
Myanmar.

Months earlier, the New York-based human rights watchdog had joined 76 NGOs in
calling for PTT to not expand its oil business ties with the junta, noting that the state-
owned petroleum company had been involved in exploration in Myanmar for three
decades and had paid billions of dollars to the neighboring government.
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“But with production declining in recent years, the company has ramped up its
midstream and downstream investments in the country, with the stated goal of becoming
the ‘top Myanmar provider’ of petroleum products,” HRW said in May 2021.

Thailand’s military-dominated government has enjoyed close ties with the Burmese
military and been slow to criticize its neighbor since the generals seized power there last
year.

Earlier this month, Prayuth played down reports of a Burmese fighter jet entering
Thailand’s airspace amid fierce fighting across the border, even though the Thai air force
had scrambled two jet-fighters during the incident.

“It looks like a big deal but it’s up to us to not make a mountain out of a mole hill —we
have a good relationship,” he said at the time.

Godec, a long-time diplomat served most recently as acting assistant secretary for the
Bureau of African Affairs, a post he assumed on Jan 20, 2021 — the date of President Joe
Biden’s inauguration — until Sept. 30, 2021. He had previously served as ambassador to
Kenya.

The Senate committee did not take any action at the end of Wednesday’s hearing.
BenarNews is an RFA-affiliated online news service.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/usa-thailand-07132022175728.html

Myanmar army battalion wiped out in Karen State, says KNU ally

According to a statement by the Cobra Column, almost all of the junta’s Infantry Battalion
8 was killed in fighting on Tuesday

Linn Htin | Published on Jul 13, 2022

Weapons and uniforms seized from the Myanmar
army’s IB 8 on July 12 (Cobra Column)

Resistance forces under the command of the
Karen National Union (KNU) say they eliminated
almost an entire Myanmar army battalion on
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commander and seizing weapons and
ammunition.
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According to a statement released by the Cobra Column, part of the KNU-led alliance, junta
troops belonging to Infantry Battalion (IB) 8 were about halfway between the towns of
Myawaddy and Waw Lay in Karen (Kayin) State when they were ambushed on Tuesday
morning.
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In the ensuing battle, which took place between the villages of Thone Htet Kwae and Thayet
Ta Pin, almost all of the regime soldiers were wiped out, the statement said.

The military has been sending reinforcements into the area since late last month, when the
Cobra Column, along with troops from the Karen National Liberation Army and the Karen
National Defence Organisation, launched an assault on the key Oo Ka Yit Hta military
outpost near the Thai-Myanmar border.

Speaking to Myanmar Now on Wednesday, a Cobra Column spokesperson said that the
exact number of junta casualties was not yet known, as area-clearing operations were still
underway.

“Many junta officers, including the battalion commander and deputy commander, were
killed. We can confirm that much,” the spokesperson said, adding that many bodies have
already been retrieved.

The group has also released photos of some of the weapons and ammunition that were
seized, including RPG missiles, grenades, 40mm missiles, landmines, 5,000 5.56mm bullets,
3,000 rounds of machine-gun ammunition, and an MA-1 rifle.

IB 8 earned notoriety in May 2020, when it torched the village of Lakka, near Mrauk-U in
Rakhine State, during clashes with the Arakan Army.

Ammunition seized from the Myanmar army’s

A

o [ T Seaiiags ALY IB 8 on July 12 (Cobra Column)
y 4 ﬁﬁmf‘f 2aianes

!ll!ll;

As of Wednesday afternoon, a number of troops
from the battalion were said to be still pinned
down on the Myawaddy-Waw Lay highway,
despite efforts by regime forces to rescue them
by firing heavy artillery the night before.

B Five battalions under the command of Light

2 af Infantry Division (LID) 44 have been deployed to
the Waw Lay area to keep the Oo Ka Yit Hta outpost out of KNU hands. The regime has also
carried out more than 100 airstrikes to retain control of the outpost.

The Cobra Column also intercepted a column of reinforcements from Light Infantry Battalion
(LIB) 207 near Thone Htet Kwae last Thursday, killing five officers, the group said.

On Saturday, five soldiers from LIB 102 who had been sent to Waw Lay to transport injured
troops out of the area reportedly surrendered to resistance forces.

In late April, two soldiers from IB 1, under LID 44, defected to the Cobra Column and handed
over their weapons, according to the group’s spokesperson.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-army-battalion-wiped-out-in-karen-
state-says-knu-ally
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KIA Clash With Regime In Mongmit Township
By SHAN - July 13, 2022

The Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and a local branch of the People Defence Force (PDF)
have clashed with the Burma Army (BA) in Mongmit Township (aka Moe Meik), an area in
northern Shan State where fighting between the Shan State Progress Party (SSPP) and BA
has also been ongoing since early July.

According to a local source who requested anonymity, fighting broke out near Sint Kin and
Myo Thit for an hour and a half on the morning of 10 July.

“Both sides fired their rifles and heavy weapons during the clash..l heard that five BA
soldiers were wounded, including a senior officer, and that one soldier was killed,” he told
SHAN.

One KIA and one PDF soldier were also killed in battle.

SHAN cannot independently confirm these alleged fatalities in
the township.

The KIA and the PDF surrounded the junta troops near Myo
Thit. The man explained that they were taking up positions on
& the western bank of the Nam Mit River, while the SSPP was
situated on the eastern side. The Ta’ang National Liberation Army also maintains troops in
the area.

Locals told SHAN that they often hear gunfire in Mongmit Township but aren’t always sure if
they’re from fighting.

State Administration Council leader Min Aung Hlaing invited EAOs, including the SSPP, to so-
called peace talks in Naypyidaw. The SSPP agreed to meet the SAC leader, but a meeting
hasn’t yet taken place. In the meantime, fighting between the two groups has resumed after
the regime ordered the ethnic armed group to withdraw from several of its camps in
southern Shan State.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25177

Myanmar junta launches airstrikes, artillery attacks on KIA bases

The attacks have triggered major clashes, with both sides believed to have suffered heavy
casualties

Nyein Swe | Published on Jul 13, 2022

KIA soldiers attend a morning prayer at a base near Mai Ja Yang in Kachin State in 2012
(EPA)
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. The Kachin Independence Army (KIA) says that two of its
bases in Kachin State’s Waingmaw Township have been
coming under continuous attack from regime forces
since the end of last week.

According to KIA information officer Col Naw Bu, the
attacks have triggered fighting in the area, which is
located east of the state capital Myitkyina.

“We’ve had a few clashes with the junta recently. Now they’re launching airstrikes in the
evenings,” he said.

The attacks began at around 5pm on Sunday, when Infantry Battalion (IB) 58, based in the
town of Waingmaw, started shelling frontline KIA bases near Nang Zaw Yang, a village about
10km to the east, according to Naw Bu.

This was followed a day later with a ground-force attack on the bases by regime soldiers and
members of an allied Lisu militia, resulting in a major clash, he said.

He added that the bases in question are just temporary ones set up in territory controlled by
Battalion 4 of the KIA’s Brigade 5.

“They’re not command bases. We’re just using them for guerrilla warfare against the junta,”
he told Myanmar Now.

The fighting had still not stopped as of 2pm of Tuesday, he said, with the military continuing
to pound the bases with heavy artillery while also mounting a ground assault.

He added that KIA casualty figures were still not available. While losses on the regime side
were also not known, they were presumed to be high.

“Judging from the fact that they are using airstrikes and heavy artillery against us almost
non-stop, we can assume that they have suffered a significant number of casualties,” said
Naw Bu.

A map of the area where regime forces
have been attacking KIA bases in Kachin
State’s Waingmaw Township (Kachinnet)

A source in Waingmaw confirmed that IB
58 has been firing heavy artillery since
Sunday. He said that the situation
remained normal in the town, but

<=3 Nang Zaw Yawng

residents were on high alert.

Tensions have been high in Waingmaw since a KIA officer was captured and killed by a local
militia in the township last month.

The KIA is one of several ethnic armed organisations (EAOs) in Myanmar that have
condemned last year’s ouster of the country’s civilian government.
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General N’Ban La, the chair of its political wing, the Kachin Independence Organisation, has
called for cooperation with resistance forces seeking to end military rule.

Other EAOs that have joined forces with newly formed anti-regime groups include the Karen
National Union, the Chin National Front, and the Karenni Army.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-launches-airstrikes-artillery-
attacks-on-kia-bases
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