PEACE Info (July 12, 2022)

In Suu Kyi constituency, crushed dreams of a brighter future

Myanmar military shelling kills one civilian, injures two

KIA and local guerrilla force launch lethal attack on Sagaing police station

Six killed, 11 injured by landmines amid renewed tensions in Myanmar’s Rakhine state
Refugees International: Thailand should allow delivery of humanitarian aid to Myanmar
Film director Ramai's mum seeks son's release

Junta army hides Pyu Saw Htee members who murdered Indian nationals

Myanmar Military's Culture of Atrocities

China says SE Asia nations should avoid becoming 'chess pieces'

Myanmar junta leader Min Aung Hlaing visits Russia

ICJ to rule on Myanmar’s objections to Rohingya genocide case this month
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In Suu Kyi constituency, crushed dreams of a brighter future

The coup has erased a decade of gains in Kawhmu, a township made famous as the
political home of Myanmar’s popular leader

Sa Thant Zin | Published on Jul 12, 2022

Aung San Suu Kyi campaigns in Kawhmu ahead of
the 2015 election (EPA)

In 2012, when Aung San Suu Kyi decided to run in
an election for the first time in more than 30
years, it was widely seen as an important turning
point in Myanmar’s recent political history.

But there was one place that felt the impact of
this decision more directly than any other. By
choosing Kawhmu, a rural township in Yangon Region, as the constituency that she would
contest, Suu Kyi raised it to national—even international—prominence.

“Kawhmu is basically just a big village. But it became world famous because of Amay Suu.
We just couldn’t believe our luck. We were overjoyed,” recalled one resident.

But having a global political icon as its representative was more than just a boost to
Kawhmu’s self-image. After decades of neglect under successive military dictatorships, the
township began to see real improvements once Suu Kyi took office as a lawmaker and later
as the leader of Myanmar’s now-ousted civilian government.

The biggest changes were in the area of basic infrastructure, which had long been primitive
at best.

“l never imagined that we would ever have sealed roads in my village,” said another local,
describing how, in the past, roads often became flooded and impassable during the rainy
season.

A former MP for Kawhmu was even more effusive about the strides the township made
under Suu Kyi’s leadership.

“We didn’t have decent roads or electricity for 50 or 60 years, but then we got both in a
matter of five or six year. It was like a miracle!” he said.

Even though it is less than 30km from downtown Yangon, Kawhmu was like another world
in terms of economic development. Almost overnight, however, new job opportunities were
created that lifted many out of poverty.

“l used to make a living cutting bamboo, but later | was able to find work driving a
motorcycle taxi, which paid much better,” said one man. “Life became much easier.”

Charities under siege

Page 2 of 59


https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/in-suu-kyi-constituency-crushed-dreams-of-a-brighter-future
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/author/10691
https://www.myanmar-now.org/sites/myanmar-now.org/files/news-images/h_52229984.jpg

As MP for Kawhmu, Suu Kyi worked hard to raise the standard of living of her constituents.
She did this not just as a politician, but also through her own philanthropic efforts.

Not long after assuming office in 2012, Suu Kyi established the Daw Khin Kyi Foundation in
memory of her late mother. One of its first projects was the Hospitality and Catering
Training Academy (HTCA) in Kawhmu, which aimed to ensure that young people there were
ready to take advantage of Myanmar’s dramatic opening after decades of isolation.

Vandalised equipment is strewn around Kawhmu'’s
Hospitality and Catering Training Academy (Myanmar
Now)

Closed during the Covid-19 pandemic, the academy
suffered an even worse blow after the military seized
power in a coup in February 2021. Like the foundation
itself, which was soon targeted by the newly installed
regime, the HTCA was raided and taken over by junta
forces.

“Security guards at the academy were laid off after the
coup, and now the military has the run of the place,”
said a woman connected to the HTCA who did not want to be identified by name. “Soldiers
have destroyed and stolen many things.”

According to the woman, the now-deserted academy is littered with broken air
conditioners, refrigerators and other appliances vandalised by regime troops. The La Yaung
Taw agriculture and vocational training school in Naypyitaw, also run by the Daw Khin Kyi
Foundation, has met a similar fate, sources there say.

But Suu Kyi’s charity was not the only one to face persecution. Kawhmu has 11 registered
social welfare organisations, providing everything from healthcare to free funerals, and
most have been subjected to some level of scrutiny or outright repression.

In some cases, the leaders of these charities have been treated like criminals. Nay Win, the
chair of Shwe Kyaik Htaw, an organisation based in the village of Kyaik Htaw Myauk, has
been arrested twice since the coup, according to locals.

The Arr Man Charity Association, based in the village of Sapagan, was raided after its
founder, Thant Zin Oo, was charged with incitement under Section 505a of the Penal Code.
In March, he briefly came out of hiding to visit his family, only to be shot dead by junta
troops, sources told Myanmar Now.

Even groups that have kept a low profile since the coup have had trouble, with some having
to deal with soldiers commandeering vehicles and other equipment, members said.

The cormorant and the coup
As in most of the rest of the country, many in Kawhmu have risen up to resist the junta’s

brutal oppression.
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“l have a wife and a child, but | had to leave them to join the fight against injustice. We have
tolerated as much as we can. When they started killing people, we could no longer put up
with it,” said one member of a local defence force.

Kawhmu’s entry into the armed struggle against military rule began in November of last
year, when a local People’s Defence Force (PDF) group under the command of the shadow
National Unity Government opened fire on two military vehicles, leaving two soldiers
seriously injured.

That attack was followed by another in May, when PDF fighters used explosives against a
junta convoy passing through the village of Nghat Aw San. Several regime troops, including
officers, were killed, and hundreds of locals were subsequently arrested.

Weeks later, men on a motorcycle shot and killed Nghat Aw San’s village administrator and
his wife. A group calling itself 5 Brothers Younger claimed responsibility for that attack,
which resulted in a ban on motorcycles in around half of Kawhmu’s 130 villages.

A roadblock is set up outside the entrance to
Kawhmu (Myanmar Now)

There is now a heavy military presence in many
parts of the township. During a recent visit,
Myanmar Now encountered numerous security
checkpoints and soldiers on patrol.

“klz' 1" : V All of this has had a dire effect on Kawhmu’s

oy ot T

economy. Even harvesting bamboo—a mainstay
for many—is no longer available as a way to earn a living, said some locals.

“The bamboo wholesale market has been closed and the roads are blocked, so we can’t do
business like before. Even the people who used to hire us to cut down bamboo are broke
now,” said one villager.

One resident, citing a well-known Burmese saying, says that Kawhmu is now like a
cormorant that must expend enormous effort to feed itself, unlike an egret that can do so
with ease.

“We are the cormorants. We have to dive deep to catch a single fish, whereas all egrets
have to do is wait downstream to eat their fill,” he said.

Noting that Kawhmu was well-positioned to prosper when Suu Kyi was still in power, he
added: “If it weren’t for the coup, we could have been egrets.”

But even as their hardships deepen, many in Kawhmu remain committed to political change
at all costs.

“We have to keep fighting until we win. Only after the revolution succeeds can we begin to
think about ourselves again,” said one member of a local resistance group.
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Myanmar military shelling kills one civilian, injures two

Regime forces fired indiscriminately with heavy artillery after coming under attack in
Sagaing’s Wetlet Township on Sunday

Thura Maung | Published on Jul 12, 2022

Mekone, a village in Sagaing’s Wetlet Township,
after a raid by regime forces in mid-June (Supplied)

One person was killed and two others were
seriously injured after regime forces shelled a
village in Sagaing Region’s Wetlet Township on
Sunday, according to local sources.

Ni Lone, a 35-year-old farmer, died instantly when
an artillery shell fired at the village of Saing Naing
Lay, located about 10km south of Shwebo, landed near him.

One of the two other victims, 35-year-old Kyauk Doe, was said to be in critical condition.

A resident of Saing Naing Lay told Myanmar Now that around 30 junta troops had fired
multiple rounds of artillery towards the southern end of the village from a position to its
north.

“They fired five or six times with artillery, and many more times with their guns. None of the
shells landed in the village, but some hit houses along the road,” he said, speaking on
condition of anonymity.

A number of houses were destroyed and several cows were killed, he added.

The shelling began after a military truck came under attack by resistance forces armed with
explosives.

“We launched an assault on a truck that was carrying an officer. Then reinforcements from
Infantry Battalion 42 arrived and they started firing indiscriminately in all directions,” said a
member of the group that carried out the attack.

Regime and resistance forces have clashed repeatedly in Wetlet over the past month,
resulting in casualties on both sides.

A week before the attack near Saing Naing Lay, junta troops killed nine resistance fighters
and two civilians during an exchange in the eastern part of the township.

That clash was provoked by the burning of a local village by regime troops, resistance
sources said.
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Last month, junta forces murdered three civilians, including a paraplegic man, during a raid
on the village of Kyauk Taing. Nearly 100 houses were also destroyed, local sources said.

Myanmar’s junta routinely denies targeting civilians in its efforts to crush groups opposed to
its rule, despite abundant evidence to the contrary.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-shelling-kills-one-civilian-
injures-two

KIA and local guerrilla force launch lethal attack on Sagaing police station

The site in Indaw Township was reportedly occupied by up to 100 police officers, soldiers
and Pyu Saw Htee militia members

Nyein Swe | Published on Jul 12, 2022

A member of the PDF in Hopin, Kachin State, is
seen in November 2021 (KPDF Hopin)

The Kachin Independence Army (KIA) jointly
attacked a junta police station in northern
Sagaing Region’s Indaw Township with the local
People’s Defence Force (PDF) chapter on Sunday,
causing major casualties, a spokesperson said.

The information officer for the Indaw PDF told
Myanmar Now that they learned the site in Me Zar village was occupied by police, soldiers
and members of the military-backed Pyu Saw Htee militia when they struck it at 3am.

“We were planning to take over the base, assuming they had only around 20 to 30 people
inside, but we later found out that they’d built proper bunkers and trenches and that there
were around 100 of them, so we didn’t manage to seize control of the base,” the PDF
spokesperson said.

While the resistance forces managed to enter the compound and destroy several bunkers,
they ultimately withdrew at 8am.

The junta reportedly responded with artillery fire during the five-hour battle.

Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify the number of casualties in the clash, but
according to accounts provided by guerrilla fighters, up to 30 junta personnel were killed,
along with one member of the KIA-PDF coalition. Three more members of the resistance
were injured.

There was reportedly one civilian casualty, a 19-year-old man from the ward near the police
station, who was shot in the chest during the exchange of gunfire.
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The Indaw PDF information officer said that he later learned from military sources that the
Myanmar army had sent a helicopter to retrieve the bodies of 11 junta soldiers, including a
lieutenant, at 2pm on Sunday.

A Myanmar army truck transporting some 30 reinforcement troops from Indaw town to Me
Zar was also intercepted by the PDF en route at around 8am on Sunday, while the clash was
ongoing in the village.

The attack resulted in the death of five of the soldiers, with several more injured. Another
passing truck carrying fuel also reportedly caught fire and was destroyed, according to the
PDF spokesperson.

Citing local eyewitnesses, he said that the military left the wrecked truck at a nearby petrol
station and asked civilians in the area for spades with which to bury the slain troops.

“They buried the dead soldiers on the side of the road. They only attempt to retrieve the
bodies when the ones killed are higher-ranking officers,” the information officer in the
resistance force said.

While battles appeared to have stopped around Indaw town, a junta column of more than
70 soldiers was recently seen heading towards Me Zar from Htigyaing Township, according
to the Indaw PDF.

At the time of reporting, Myanmar Now was still trying to obtain comment from KIA
spokesperson Col Naw Bu regarding the weekend fighting around Me Zar.

Serious clashes have recently been breaking out in Sagaing’s northern townships and along
the region’s border with Kachin State, including in Indaw, Katha and Pinlebu.

The military council rarely releases information on such battles.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/kia-and-local-guerrilla-force-launch-lethal-attack-
on-sagaing-police-station

Six killed, 11 injured by landmines amid renewed tensions in Myanmar’s Rakhine state

Sources say that the military has planted mines in areas specifically meant to target civilians.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.07.12

s g"’ Maung Hla Tun (L) lies in a hospital after losing his
| legin alandmine explosion in Rakhine state's
Minbya township, July 6, 2022. Arakan Responders

for Emergency

Six people were killed and at least 11 others
injured in nearly 30 landmine explosions over the
past two months in Myanmar’s Rakhine and Chin
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states, an ethnic Rakhine group said Tuesday, amid reports of clashes between the
military and Rakhine rebels.

The Rakhine Ethnic Congress (REC), which documents the casualties from landmines used
in the war in Rakhine, said in a statement that landmine blasts have been reported in
areas of intense fighting between junta troops and the ethnic Arakan Army (AA),
including the townships of Myebon, Ann, Kyauktaw, Mrauk-U, Minbya and Rathedaung.

An uneasy truce between the military and the AA had lasted for more than a year, but
tensions have increased between the two sides since May. In roughly two months,
landmines have killed three people and injured one in Kyauktaw; killed two in Ann; killed
one and wounded another in Myebon; injured four in Mrauk-U; injured two in
Rathedaung; injured one in Minbya; and injured two in Chin state’s Paletwa township,
the group said.

On July 9, a 14-year-old boy named Sithu Kyaw Lin, who was known as Lin Lin, was killed
in an explosion near Ann township’s Zu Kaing village. His family told RFA Burmese that he
triggered a landmine planted by the military on his way to a hill located about a mile east
of the village.

Lin Lin’s father, Moe Lwin, said he tried to retrieve his son’s body with the help of some
village elders and two AA soldiers that same day, but was prevented from doing so when
two additional mines were discovered along the way. He said the two soldiers removed
the mines, which they said had been planted by the military’s 66th division, before taking
them away to be disposed of.

“The 66th division was stationed there following a plane crash in the area,” he said.

“IThe AA soldiers] said there were many more mines around and that we mustn’t go near
the hill [where Lin Lin’s body lay]. They said that if | went, | would likely die. | wish the
authorities would search for and destroy these mines.”

Moe Lwin, who is also the father of three young daughters, told RFA that he was
compelled to retrieve his son’s body the following day.

“The next morning, | decided to go. They still tried to stop me but | went there alone and
found my son’s body and | brought it back,” he said. “As a father, | was devastated. My
son was not even 15 years old — an 8th grade student. | cry every day.”

Another landmine explosion on July 8, near an area of Mrauk-U township where the
military’s light infantry battalions (LIB) 377 and 378 had established a camp, injured three
Muslim Rohingya minors from Paung Toke village and a young man from Kyauktaw
township’s Ba Laung Chaung village, according to Ann Thar Gyi, who is assisting the
wounded.

“The Muslim boys triggered landmines in a spot they normally gather, and it is close to
the [military] camp,” he said, adding that the group had been tending cattle when the
incident occurred.

Page 8 of 59



Residents assist a person injured by a
landmine in Rathedaung township's Thar Si
Htaunt village, June 17, 2022. Credit: Citizen
journalist

“The mines were planted in the shade of
trees, and so we can say they were meant
to hit civilians. All the mine blasts in
Rakhine state have occurred in the vicinity
of Myanmar military bases, so we are demanding that mines not be planted in a way to
harm civilians.”

Ann Thar Gyi told RFA that two of the injured boys were taken to Mrauk-U’s Myaung Bwe
Hospital with serious injuries.

Other incidents

In Kyauktaw township, a resident of Myar Li Kan village and another of Wet Hmaing
village were killed by landmines on July 1 and 4 respectively, while they tended cattle
near the LIB 377 military camp, according to the REC.

On June 14, two refugees from the Sahin Refugee Camp in Myebon township were killed
and another injured when a landmine exploded while they were digging bamboo shoots
in the forest for food, the group said.

And on June 17, a couple from Rathedaung township’s Thar Si Htaunt village were injured
when a landmine exploded while they worked in the fields.

REC Secretary Zaw Zaw Tun said that both the military and the AA should use the relative
calm of the ongoing ceasefire to clear mines in Rakhine.

“In this situation, both sides should do something for the benefit of the people. Reducing
the risk of landmines must be a priority. Therefore, both sides need to help in finding
ways to effectively reduce landmine accidents,” he said.

“Each side could work on their own to clear mines. If both sides do this, the harm to the
people will be reduced. Isn’t that possible because there isn’t fighting anymore? | want
them to think about that. If they can do that, the risk of landmines will be reduced.”

AA spokesman Khaing Thukha responded to inquiries from RFA by saying that the victims
were killed and injured from landmines left by the military.

“It's all because of the Myanmar army. They planted mines around all of their camps, as
well as the bases and battalion headquarters, using the excuse that they were for security
reasons,” he said.

“The mines planted in those areas where they were stationed were not taken away when
they left. These are abandoned mines ... that are now causing harm to local civilians.”
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Khaing Thukha did not respond to questions from RFA about whether the AA has used
landmines in its fight against the military.

Repeated attempts by RFA to contact junta Deputy Minister of Information Maj. Gen.
Zaw Min Tun went unanswered Tuesday.

A bloody campaign

The AA fought a fierce campaign against Myanmar’s military from December 2018 to
November 2020, demanding autonomy for ethnic Rakhines.

More than 300 civilians were killed and more than 700 injured during the fighting,
according to figures compiled by RFA.

The two sides agreed to an informal ceasefire shortly before the military seized power in
a Feb. 1, 2021, coup, and the truce has held for more than a year. However, residents say
tensions have risen in Rakhine due to arrests and the arrival of military reinforcements.

Tensions are simmering even outside Rakhine since the AA also has a presence in Chin,
Kayin and Shan states.

The REC says 63 civilians have been killed and 77 injured in landmines and explosive
remnants of war since fighting broke out in Rakhine State.

According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs nearly 78,000
people have been forced to flee their homes in Rakhine and Chin states as of March 6 this
year due to fighting between junta forces and the AA.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/landmines-07122022145928.html

Refugees International: Thailand should allow delivery of humanitarian aid to Myanmar
The group urged US and allies to pressure Bangkok to step up diplomatic efforts.
By Subel Rai Bhandari and Nontarat Phaicharoen for BenarNews | 2022.07.12b| Bangkok

Refugees who fled fighting between the
Myanmar army and insurgent groups and
temporarily settled on the banks of the Moei
River along the Thai border receive aid in Mae
Sot, Thailand, Jan. 7, 2022. Athit
Perawongmetha/Reuters

Thailand should allow delivery of cross-border
humanitarian aid into Myanmar and not push
back people seeking refuge from threats to their life and freedom in that country, a U.S.-
based NGO is urging in a new report.
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Thousands of Burmese have crossed into Thailand along the porous 2,400-km (1,500-
mile) frontier to flee the conflict in the wake of a military coup that toppled an elected
civilian-led government and installed a junta in Naypyidaw early last year.

“The military junta has committed widespread atrocities and blocked international
humanitarian groups from delivering aid to areas that desperately need it,” Refugees
International, a Washington-based group, said in its report released Tuesday.

“In the meantime, delivery of international aid through Myanmar’s neighbors,
particularly through local groups active along the Thai-Myanmar border, presents an
underutilized path for getting assistance to those in need.”

The report comes two days after U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, during a visit to
Bangkok, urged Thailand, other members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) and China to press the Burmese junta into ending violence against Myanmar’s
people and moving that country back toward democracy.

Led by Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, Myanmar’s military toppled the democratically
elected government in February 2021 and has thrown its civilian leaders in jail. Fighting
between junta forces and opposition groups across the country has forced mass
displacement amid growing humanitarian needs.

“Thai authorities must also live up to their commitments to non-refoulement and refrain
from pressuring people fleeing violence in Myanmar from returning before it is safe to do
so,” Refugees International said.

Myanmar refugees walk across the river to
enter Thailand’s Mae Sot district, Jan. 15, 2022.
Credit: AFP

Thailand, long considered a linchpin in
relations between ASEAN and member-state
Myanmar, has been criticized as being
relatively soft on the post-coup crisis that has
divided the 10-member regional bloc.

“Thailand is reluctant to do anything to incentivize more refugees coming into the
country, but failure to allow cross-border aid — and thus allowing conditions for people
across the border to deteriorate — could do just that,” Refugees International said.

Myanmar crisis

During the fighting inside Myanmar, the junta’s forces have detained more than 14,000
people, while more than 2,000 civilians have been killed, according to Thailand’s
Assistance Association for Political Prisoners.

About 1.1 million people have been displaced in Myanmar, including 758,500 forced to
flee their homes as of June 20, according to the United Nations High Commissioner for
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Refugees (UNHCR). An estimated 14.4 million people, or a quarter of the country’s
population, need humanitarian assistance due to the conflict.

In recent months, the most intense fighting has occurred in Chin, Sagaing and Magway
states in northwestern Myanmar and in Karen and Karenni states in the southeast that
borders Thailand.

Junta forces have burned thousands of homes while fighting and airstrikes have caused
more than 500,000 to flee their homes, said the U.N. Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).

For its part, Thailand has restricted cross-border aid, Refugees International said in the
report, adding that the Burmese junta controls main roads and has allegedly seized or
destroyed aid while attacking humanitarian workers.

Similarly, Refugees International said, Myanmar’s rugged terrain limits informal aid for
thousands who need humanitarian assistance in the interim and those living in areas not
under junta control.

Myanmar refugees ride on a boat after receiving aid in
Mae Sot, Thailand, Jan. 4, 2022. Credit: Reuters

Thailand-linked cross-border organizations have been
providing some aid to residents in Karen and Karenni
states. These groups have been operating since the
1990s when ethnic armed groups were fighting the
Myanmar military.

Aid barrier

One of the Thai government’s main challenges in delivering aid across the border is
Bangkok’s concern with its relationship with the junta, Refugees International said,
alleging that officials are “seeking to balance economic and security interests” by refusing
cross-border aid officially.

The NGO called on the Thai and other governments to get involved.

The “largest and most consistent barrier” to humanitarian assistance is the lack of
funding, it said.

“While a few governments are supporting local groups involved in aid efforts, donor
countries should step up support for these underutilized and low-profile mechanisms,” it
said.

A Thai foreign ministry spokesman explained his government’s assistance efforts.

“Our policy is to give humanitarian assistance to displaced people who fled to Thailand. ...
From government to government, we never change our policy on the displaced people
from Myanmar,” spokesman Tanee Sangrat told BenarNews.
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“The media and a few countries have concerns lately perhaps due to the changes of the
situation in Myanmar and along the border,” he said.

Refugees International also said Thailand should provide protection and rights to
thousands of people who have crossed the border from Myanmar to seek temporary or
long-term refuge since the coup.

Salai Bawi, a research fellow at Chiang Mai University, said the Thai government had not
taken the call for aid seriously because Thai people do not see the need to help the
refugees as urgent.

“For decades, the Thai government left the burden and responsibility of Myanmar
refugees to international organizations, while it remained just a facilitator,” he told
BenarNews.

In the past, Thai authorities stressed that they had not forced refugees to return, adding
that many had chosen to go back to Myanmar. Local media, NGOs and human rights
activists, on the other hand, have alleged that Thai authorities pressure displaced
Myanmar people into returning to their country, Refugees International said.

As of February 2022, the Thai government estimated that 17,000 Myanmar refugees had
crossed into Thailand since the coup, but according to a report published by UNHCR in
June, only 246 refugees remain in two Thai military-controlled sites where conditions are
reported to be deplorable.

BenarNews is an RFA-dffiliated online news service. Kunnawut Boonreak in Chiang Mai,
Thailand, contributed to this report.

This article has been updated to include comments from the Thai foreign ministry
spokesman.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/aid-07112022224636.html

Film director Ramai's mum seeks son's release
PUBLISHED : 12 JUL 2022

The mother of famous action film director and fight choreographer Ramai "Danny"
Moriphan filed a request at Royal Thai Police Headquarters on Monday, pleading with
officers to investigate his alleged abduction in Myanmar.

Along with the letter, Kham Moriphan, also presented videos, pictures and a note by Ramai,
in which he revealed that he has been physically and mentally abused by the United Wa
State Army (UWSA) since the beginning of 2022.

Ms Kham said the ethnic army had demanded a ransom worth 24 million baht for the
release of her son. The documents were also filed with Foreign Affairs Minister Don
Pramudwinai.
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Pol Lt Gen Surachate Hakparn, assistant national police chief, said that national police chief
Suwat Jangyodsuk has ordered officers in the Royal Thai Police (RTP) and its regional offices
to investigate the alleged crime and work on repatriating Ramai.

A photograph showing famed fight choreographer
Ramai 'Danny' Moriphan being held at gunpoint by an
officer of the United Wa State Army (UWSA). Facebook:
JB Family Channel

However, Pol Lt Gen Surachate said that officers have to
first look into the motives behind Ramai's trip to Wa
State and the business he was involved in that led to his
abduction.

Ramai, 40, a well-known Thai fight choreographer, was
said to have been taken to Mong Tong Township, Shan
State in Myanmar, about 150 kilometres from the Thai
border.

Ms Kham revealed that her son had received death threats warning against attempts to
contact Thai officials for help.

In a note posted online, Ramai said that he had been abducted on Jan 4 and been physically
and mentally abused ever since. He claimed that UWSA soldiers chained him up and
subjected him to forced labour from early morning until evening. There was also another
Thai man in custody at the prison, he claimed, but the UWSA threatened to shoot them if
they escaped.

In a letter to his mother, Ramai detailed his plight, as well
as his captors' demand for a 24-million-baht ransom
payment. Facebook: JB Family Channel

It was reported that Ramai was invited to the border town
of Tachileik in Myanmar for a directing opportunity that
failed to materialise. Other crew members had decided to
return to Thailand but Ramai was approached by Chai, an
influential businessman in Wa State, and offered a
different job.

However, he was instead thrown in a UWSA jail and
forced to work until his 24-million-baht ransom was paid.

It is speculated that Ramai's friends are involved in drug
dealing with businessmen in Myanmar and believed
Ramai could be coerced into paying off their 24-million-baht debt.

However, Ms Kham insisted her son travelled to Myanmar purely to seek a production
budget from local businessmen.
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Junta army hides Pyu Saw Htee members who murdered Indian nationals

By Mizzima |

The two members of the Pyu Saw Htee junta
aligned militia who shot and killed two Indian

RESTINPEACE o | Lld nationals in Sagaing Region's Tamu Town are
BROTHERS oty

being protected from retaliation by the army,
according to locals.

Pyu Saw Htee members shot and killed two
Indian nationals, Mr. P. Mohan (28), and Mr
Aiyanar (35), near No. (4) Basic Education School
in Saw Bwar Ward, Tamu Township, on 5 July at
about 2:00 p.m. The Indians came from the Indian border town of Moreh, just across the
border from Tamu.

They had come to Myanmar for the day to attend a friend's birthday party.

According to an NUG statement released on 8 July, the Indian men were killed by two Pyu
Saw Htee members, Phoe Sein and Zaw Ye, who were commanded by Maung Lay Win, a Pyu
Saw Htee deputy commander in Tamu.

'Maung Lay Win, Phoe Sein and Zaw Ye were taken away by the junta troops and they are
now hiding on the military base. The Pyu Saw Htee members have been taken and
protected by the junta troops, while other Pyu Saw Htee members have fled to the
countryside”, A Tamu resident said to Mizzima.

The Pyu Saw Htee commander in Tamu is Chan Myae. Maung Lay Win is one of his deputy
commanders.

A local resident said: ' Chan Myae was punished under the NLD government for defaming
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. Maung Lay Win was the person who ordered the two Indians to be
shot. Now they [the junta]are hateful and resentful and just brutally shoot innocent people.’

Though the residents of both Tamu and Moreh, in India, know that the murders were
committed by the Pyu Saw Htee the Military Council publicly denied being responsible for
the murders and blamed the killings on Peoples Defence forces (PDFs) at a press conference
on 7 July 2022.

Though community leaders in Moreh submitted a memorandum to their Chief Minister
demanding that the bodies be returned immediately and compensation be paid to the
bereaved families the Military Council administration had the two Indians' bodies cremated
in Tamu on 5 July.
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The NUG government, local resistance forces and pro-democracy groups have issued
statements condemning the Pyu Saw Htee militia's terrorist acts and have extended their
deepest condolences to the bereaved families of the two victims.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/junta-army-hides-pyu-saw-htee-members-who-
murdered-indian-nationals

Myanmar Military's Culture of Atrocities
By YE MYO HEIN | 12 July 2022

Myanmar’s military, known locally as the Sit-Tat or military, has embarked upon a massive
campaign of violence since last year’s coup and, over the past 17 months, has intensified
and expanded its use of terror. The Sit-Tat has a notorious history of committing atrocities,
so much so that its opponents often label it as “fascist.” Since its founding under the
patronage of Imperial Japan in late 1941, the casual and systematic employment of
atrocities in warfare has become deeply internalized within the institutional culture of the
Sit-Tat.

The military’s most recent atrocities are thus not an aberration but rather a historical
pattern emanating from its institutional culture. This culture of atrocities is the product of a
complex interplay of its guardianship ideology, internal brutalization, longstanding legal
impunity, and ‘situational logic’. The military’s atrocities do not appear all at once, but
emerge over time as a result of an escalatory process. Thus, it is highly likely that the current
war will see further escalation in the Sit-Tat’s employment of mass violence as it continues.

Despite the recurrent nature of this violence across many decades, the international
community largely chooses not to act. The global community has seemingly not realized the
true nature of the Sit-Tat’s deep-seated culture of atrocities, as well as its inability to change
or reform. Some international actors are thus unrealistically hopeful regarding the Sit-Tat’s
vague promises of reinstalling civilian rule, while others believe the Sit-Tat’s narrative about
its supposed role as a stabilizing force in Myanmar.

Yet history exposes the flaw in these two views, a history that Myanmar’s people know all
too well. With the ongoing revolution, the majority of Myanmar’s people are endeavoring to
end the Sit-Tat’s culture of atrocities and bring the country back to a democratic and stable
future. The responsible international community should therefore find all possible ways to
aid and abet the Myanmar people in their struggle against the monstrous Sit-Tat and bring
an end to its use of mass violence.

An Endless Cycle of Atrocities

Radio Free Asia (RFA) recently published images and video depicting junta soldiers bragging
about how they murdered civilians in cold blood. The photos and video, retrieved from a
cache of files in a soldier’s cell phone obtained by a villager in Sagaing Region’s Ayadaw
Township, are evidence of a series of atrocities committed by the Sit-Tat since it launched its
massive offensive against the People’s Defense Forces. The report revealed images
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recording the mass arrest and execution of civilians, as well as the cruel torture of a
detained villager, and a selfie video that shows soldiers chatting in crude terms about how
many people they have killed and by what means, what they did with the bodies, what their
commander ordered them to do, and admitting that they looted villagers’ properties.

Regime troops detaining residents of Mon Taing Pin
Village in Sagaing Region’s Ayadaw Township. /
Supplied

In the video a soldier asked another, “You said you
killed 26 people. How did you kill them? Just
shooting them with a gun?” He then boasted that
he killed five by slitting their throats. The third
claimed that he had killed eight people. One soldier
said his superior ordered him to cut a body in three
pieces before burial, while another added exuberantly, “I had to cut off the head. | had to
chop it five and six times...Pieces of flesh came out, like pork. But human flesh is yellowish.”
The soldiers show no sign of remorse and appear to speak proudly about committing
unspeakable crimes and atrocities. The images and video in the report are the clearest
evidence that the Sit-Tat regularly commits abhorrent war crimes and crimes against
humanity.

The RFA report exposes just one incident from one of the many operations launched by the
Sit-Tat nationwide. Data for Myanmar, an independent group monitoring the junta’s
atrocities, has estimated that 18,886 houses in 435 locations, of which the village in the
report is just one of them, have been burned down in the Sit-Tat’s operations from February
1%, 2021 to the end of May this year. In fact, the actual extent of damage is wider, as data
from some conflict areas is unavailable. As the Sit-Tat has done for decades, wherever it
operates, it has committed arson attacks, mass arrests, torture, looting, wanton destruction
and summary executions — including burning villagers alive and killing children.

The Sit-Tat’s Institutional Culture of Atrocities

The Sit-Tat’s brutality is a core element of its institutional culture as practiced throughout
the modern history of Myanmar. In the country’s long-running and bloody civil war, the Sit-
Tat has persistently and extensively executed its signature indiscriminate violence against
not only its opponents but also non-combatant civilians, particularly in ethnic minority
areas.

This is best reflected in its “Four Cuts” strategy, meaning the cutting off of food, money,
intelligence, and potential recruits. This doctrine was developed by the Sit-Tat in the 1960s
and used extensively and repeatedly over decades in its many counter-insurgency
campaigns. The original aim of the “Four Cuts” was to cut off insurgent groups from
essential support within the local population, and it predominantly targeted civilians instead
of armed combatants.
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Over seven decades of internal conflict, campaign after campaign has transformed
Myanmar’s military into a battle-hardened institution shaped by its institutional culture of
systematic atrocity infliction. The brutal clearance operations against the Rohingya, which
the United States ruled a “genocide,” are the most internationally notorious example of
how deeply entrenched the atrocity culture is within the institution.

As some analysts argue, ideology plays a crucial role in shaping the patterns of violence
perpetrated by armed groups in civil war. In this case, the Sit-Tat’s atrocity culture is
intertwined with its long-established ‘guardianship ideology’ that justifies its violence,
including the “Four Cuts” strategy. Successive military leaders have long claimed that the
military is the “guardian of the State and defender of the religious faith”. This ‘guardianship
ideology’ is entrenched within the institution via constant indoctrination and propaganda
campaigns amongst both the officers and enlisted men. Military personnel are indoctrinated
to believe that they are indispensable to Myanmar because the country will

disintegrate and Buddhism will be destroyed without their active protection. Any action by
the guardians — even extreme atrocities — is justified as being for the sake of the country.

Soldiers are taught that they stand above all civilians, who are incapable of preserving the
country and religion by themselves. As an institution guided by this ideology, the Sit-Tat
rejects the notion of ‘civilian control’, which it regards as incompetent civilians unnecessarily
attempting to restrict Its actions, and it is thus feels justified in undermining any constraints
on its prerogatives.

Another key driver of this culture is the Sit-Tat’s legal impunity. The Sit-Tat has historically
enjoyed decades-long legal impunity, as reflected in the 2008 constitution that reserved
substantial powers, including 25 per cent of parliamentary seats and key ministerial
positions, for the military even under civilian rule. Such a privilege of impunity impeled the
coup-leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing to boldly claim that “there is nothing | dare not
do” before the coup and military personnel to believe that they can get away with any sort
of fiendish crimes. As the United Nations Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights said,
the current crisis “was born of impunity”.

Regime troops on parade in Naypyitaw on Armed
Forces Day on March 27, 2021.

Furthermore, the Sit-Tat’s atrocity culture is
sustained by a system of harsh discipline. Historian
Bret Devereaux observes in his Foreign

Policy article that brutal discipline, such as harsh
treatment between superiors and subordinates and
brutal training, are enabling factors for the
military’s atrocities. In the military’s repressive hierarchy subordinates, who have “found
themselves on the receiving end” of harsh treatment by their own superiors, “replicate the
pattern to atrocious effect” while in a position of power over unarmed civilians. Likewise,
soldiers mistreated by brutalizing military training stand ready to “apply what they have
learned in basic training” to others, particularly defenseless civilians.
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The interplay of harsh discipline and war crimes is not unique to Myanmar. Studies on the
brutality of the Imperial Japanese Army (1JA) concur with this statement. Japanese historian
Saburo lenaga wrote that the IJA practiced “a cruelty towards subordinates...snowballed as
it rolled down the ranks, till all the tensions and abuse landed on the recruits...the lowest of
the low.” Professor Yang Daqing related this practice inside the army with atrocities towards
outsiders in his study of the Nanjing massacre in 1937. Moreover, lenaga also observed that
the brutal military training in the IJA installed “a penchant for brutality among its soldiers
against enemy prisoners and civilian noncombatants”.

Within the Sit-Tat’s climate of fear, individuals at the lower end of the military hierarchy are
as ill-treated as slaves. Major Hein Thaw Oo, a military officer who broke ranks after the
coup, told Myanmar Now that “in the military, for whatever reason, you’re always scared of
anyone who has a higher rank than you.” Moreover, as one analyst observed, “training for
military infantry troops is invariably rigorous and often brutal” and “a level of brutalization is
par for the course in the training process”. It therefore comes as no surprise that soldiers
brutalized by internal military hierarchies are predisposed to unleashing their frustrations
and grievances on civilians.

Finally, the institutional culture of atrocity, long-established, inculcated, and embedded
within the Sit-Tat, often erupts as a direct result of the ‘situational logic’ of the

battlefield. Commanders, frustrated due to severe backlash, massive losses and abject
failures in achieving their operational objectives, often push their troops to increase their
level of violence, which therefore readily spirals into wartime atrocities. The Sit-Tat, which
has suffered its heaviest losses in recent memory during the current fighting, has scaled up
its brutality with the aim of creating a reign of terror by indiscriminately shelling and
bombing civilian areas, extensively launching arson attacks and scorched earth campaigns,
and committing mass murder in the name of reprisals. In the foreseeable future, it is safe to
say that the increasingly overstretched and overburdened Sit-Tat will only escalate and
intensify its atrocities, particularly under the pressures of a metastasizing rebellion.

In the Sit-Tat, a culture of atrocities has become so deeply entrenched that there is little
hope of resurrecting the institution. During the democratic transition period, international
actors attempted to engage the military in an attempt to reform it and ensure civilian

rule. Yet, as demonstrated in its continued violence against ethnic minorities, the genocide
of the Rohingya, and the February 2021 coup, the Sit-Tat’s institutional culture is
fundamentally rotten to the core due to its potent mix of ideology, impunity, internal
brutalization, and eagerness to resort to mass violence. The military’s atrocities did

not “appear all at once,” but are only the latest incidences in a long string of tragedies.

The World Should Not Stand By

While the crisis in Myanmar, and the Sit-Tat’s future, will likely be decided on the
battlefield, inaction by the international community to stop it will only contribute to the
unfolding humanitarian cataclysm. Yet many in the international community look the other
way as Myanmar’s military commits atrocious crimes against its fellow countrymen. This
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wilful ignorance stands in stark contrast to the international community’s response to the
Russian military’s atrocities in Ukraine.

The global community has yet to fully realize that the Sit-Tat as an institution is
unsalvageable and must be replaced, a fact that Myanmar’s people know all too well. Many
in the international community still argue that the Sit-Tat will reinstall civilian rule through
negotiated settlement and restore stability. But this is not realistic, as “successive generals
of the military have always presumed that negotiation comes from a position of weakness,
and that compromise is about losing”. Even if they enter into negotiations, it is not for
genuine reasons but rather to buy time.

As history shows, the military with its profoundly internalized culture of atrocities is, as one
analyst observed, an army of darkness. It will not concern itself with democracy, stability
and the country’s future, but only with maintaining its grip on power by whatever means it
deems necessary. And, considering its guardianship ideology and culture of atrocities, this
includes escalating the mass violence.

Expecting the military with a deep-seated institutional culture of atrocities to bring the
country back to a democratic and stable future is pure fantasy. Without radically reforming
the institution, the Sit-Tat will always be a poison pill for the future of the country. The
Myanmar people are experientially well aware of this fact, so they sacrificially set
themselves towards the Herculean task of taking on the Sit-Tat to bring the country back to
a stable democratic state. As Myanmar’s people embark on this struggle, the international
community must do more to support and stand together with the people against the
monstrous Sit-Tat.

Ye Myo Hein is the executive director of the Tagaung Institute of Political Studies and a
fellow with the Asia Program at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars.
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China says SE Asia nations should avoid becoming 'chess pieces'

By AFP | 12 July 2022

China's Foreign Minister Wang Yi arrives at the G20
Foreign Ministers Meeting in Nusa Dua, Bali,
Indonesia, 08 July 2022. Bali hosts the two-day G20
Foreign Ministers Meeting from 07 to 08 July 2022.
Photo: EPA

Southeast Asian nations should avoid becoming
‘chess pieces', China's foreign minister said Monday,
as he revealed proposing a set of 'rules' to promote
positive interactions between Beijing and Washington at a recent meeting.
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Wang Yi held five hours of talks on Saturday with US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken --
their first since October -- on the Indonesian island of Bali, after the pair attended a Group
of 20 gathering the day before.

Both sides later portrayed the talks as an attempt to improve ties prevent bilateral tensions
from spiralling out of control.

Years of rising tensions between the two has alarmed regional neighbours, something Wang
recognised in speech at the ASEAN Secretariat in Jakarta, which represents 10 Southeast
Asian nations.

'At the moment many countries in the region, including in the ASEAN region are under
pressure to take sides,' Wang said.

'We should insulate this region from geopolitical calculations and the trap of the law of the
jungle, from being used as chess pieces in major power rivalries,' he added.

Wang also gave further details of his talks with Blinken, including measures to tame
tensions.

'l told the US side very solemnly, that our two sides should consider discuss the
establishment of rules for positive interactions in the Asia Pacific and to uphold jointly open
regionalism,' Wang said, without elaborating on what these rules would be.

He also called on ASEAN countries to oppose 'fake regional cooperation that keeps certain
countries out' -- a reference to US-led security and trade blocks that China is not a part of.

The Chinese and US top diplomats are expected to prepare for virtual talks in the coming
weeks between Chinese President Xi Jinping and President Joe Biden as both countries
stepped up engagement and moderate their rhetoric.

After a long chill during the pandemic between the two countries, the two countries'
defence, finance, and national security chiefs have all spoken since last month.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/china-says-se-asia-nations-should-avoid-becoming-chess-
pieces

Myanmar junta leader Min Aung Hlaing visits Russia

The general who ousted Myanmar’s democratically elected government arrived in Moscow
on an unannounced visit.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.07.12

Myanmar’s junta chief Min Aung Hlaing arrived in Moscow on Tuesday for what Russia’s
Embassy in Myanmar called a “private” visit, only two days after U.S. Secretary of State
Anthony Blinken vowed to ramp up international pressure on the military regime.
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Myanmar junta leader Senior Gen. Min Aung
Hlaing attends the IX Moscow conference on
International Security in Moscow , June 23, 2021.
AFP

Since Min Aung Hlaing led the military to seize
power in Feb. 1, 2021, Myanmar has plunged
into a deep economic and political crisis only
worsened by the COVID-19 pandemic. While the
West quickly moved to impose sanctions on the military, both Russia and China have
supported the junta.

Russia has continued to supply the Tatmadaw, as Myanmar’s military is known, with
weapons and helicopters despite its continued and documented crackdown on civilians,
killing at least 2,077 since the coup. The military has also launched a wide-ranging
military operation in Sagaing region, where anti-junta militias have formed in rural areas.
RFA has documented extensive targeting of civilians and the burning of wholesale villages
as part of the military’s clearance operations in Sagaing.

Min Aung Hlaing notably hosted Russia’s Deputy Defense Minister Lt-Gen Alexander V.
Fomin in Myanmar’s capital Naypyidaw in March of last year, less than two months after
ousting the democratically elected government.

“IMin Aung Hlaing] plans to take part in the opening of a Myanmar cultural center," the
statement from Russia’s Embassy in Myanmar said. But Russian state media reported that
he would meet with officials from Moscow’s space and nuclear agencies. The visit was
not heavily publicized by Myanmar’s junta-controlled media. It is unclear if Min Aung
Hlaing will meet with Russian President Vladimir Putin or any other high-ranking Russian
officials while in Moscow.

Lin Thant, a representative of the shadow National Unity Government (NUG), told RFA
Burmese that Min Aung Hlaing “doesn’t have much success in the international arena and
so, he would be losing more face by making this trip because the junta leader is one of
the few who had supported the Russian invasion of Ukraine while the rest of the world
was condemning Russia. | see it as two evils forming an alliance.”

An announcement issued by the military on Monday night said the junta leader would
attend religious ceremonies at the Shwezigon Pagoda in Ethnomir, a cultural museum in
Moscow. It added that Min Aung Hlaing had met with the Chairman of Russia Myanmar
Friendship Association and discussed further cooperation in economic and education
sectors, tourism, and training for military and civilian officials.

The two sides also discussed electric power generation, nuclear energy production and
the latest agricultural methods for oil crops and import-exports matters, the statement
added. Russia, for its part, has warmed up to Myanmar’s junta since launching the
invasion of Ukraine, and Myanmar has launched a recent bid to secure an energy deal
from Russia to offset fuel shortages caused by the sanctions.
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According to a June 20 report by the pro-military Myanmar Alin Daily, a junta delegation
met with Russian Minister of Energy Shulginov Nikolay on the sidelines of the June 15-18
International Economic Forum in St. Petersburg to discuss energy cooperation.

The two sides reportedly held talks on Russian oil drilling in Myanmar and the export of
oil and petroleum products, as well as the construction of a nuclear power plant, it said.
They also discussed the possibility of direct exchanges of currencies between the two
countries’ central banks and the purchase of fuel from Russia.

But analysts have repeatedly raised doubts about the extent of Russia’s willingness to
provide Myanmar with a major energy deal, and the junta’s ability to manage it.

Myanmar-based analyst Than Soe Naing said the junta is only in the beginning phase of
negotiations with Russia to deal with its ongoing energy crisis and will need to overcome
several obstacles before moving towards an agreement that will solve its problems.

“Cooperation with Russia over a nuclear program is unlikely without China’s support. In
addition, the junta, which is facing a foreign exchange crisis, cannot afford to spend
money on nuclear energy,” he said.

Translated by RFA Burmese. Written by Nawar Nemeh.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/junta-russia-07122022165512.html

ICJ to rule on Myanmar’s objections to Rohingya genocide case this month

The Gambia has accused the military of murder, rape and torture of the Muslim ethnic
minority.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.07.12

The ICJ’s hearing at The Hague in the Netherlands
on Feb. 22, 2022. Myanmar Ministry of Foreign
Affairs

The International Court of Justice (ICJ) plans to
deliver its judgement on Myanmar’s objections
to the genocide case brought against it by The

Gambia, on July 22.

In a statement issued Monday the ICJ said a public sitting of the court will take place at 3
p.m. at the Peace Palace in the Dutch city of The Hague. The President of the Court, Judge
Joan E. Donoghue, will read out the IC)’s decision.

A Rohingya Muslim in Buthidaung Township in northern Rakhine State, who was
subjected to human rights abuses by the military, told RFA that the perpetrators should
be brought to justice.
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“There is evidence of genocide against Rohingya Muslims by Myanmar’s army in 2017,”
he said. “On-site inspection is available. The villages of Buthidaung and Maungdaw were
destroyed. The residents fled to Bangladesh in fear of being killed by Myanmar’s army.
No matter how much they deny it, we know our people suffered. Therefore, we want
effective action against their genocide in accordance with the law.”

The Gambia’s parliament approved the plan to bring genocide charges in July 2019, after
the Organization of Islamic Countries (OIC) proposed to the West African Nation that it
should prosecute Myanmar. It instituted proceedings in November of the same year
alleging genocide through “acts adopted, taken and condoned by the Government of
Myanmar against members of the Rohingya group.” The Gambia has not denied that it
received funding for the legal action from the OIC.

In the initial hearing The Gambia said that “from around October 2016 the Myanmar
military and other Myanmar security forces began widespread and systematic ‘clearance
operations’ ... against the Rohingya group. The genocidal acts committed during these
operations were intended to destroy the Rohingya as a group, in whole or in part, by the
use of mass murder, rape and other forms of sexual violence, as well as the systematic
destruction by fire of their villages, often with inhabitants locked inside burning houses.
From August 2017 onwards, such genocidal acts continued with Myanmar’s resumption
of ‘clearance operations’ on a more massive and wider geographical scale.”

The military council’s delegation protested at a hearing on Feb. 25 this year, saying the
ICJ has no right to hear the case.

Christopher Staker, a lawyer hired by the military council, argued the international
community should not be allowed to prosecute Myanmar and the court has no
jurisdiction to hear the case.

Calls to the military council spokesman by RFA went unanswered Tuesday. Some local
media outlets quoted an unnamed senior foreign ministry official as saying Myanmar’s
delegation to the ICJ, led by the Military Council’s International Relations Minister Ko Ko
Hlaing, plans to travel to The Hague to hear the ICJ’s judgment.

The ICJ said the hearing at the Peace Palace will be closed to the public to observe
Coronavirus restrictions. Only members of the Court and representatives of the States
party to the case will be allowed to enter the Great hall of Justice. Members of diplomatic
corps and the public will be able to follow the procedures on a live webcast on the
Court’s website as well as UN Web TV.

The Gambia has called on Myanmar to stop persecuting the Rohingya, punish those
responsible for the genocide, offer reparations to the victims and provide guarantees
that there would be no repeat of the crimes against the Rohingya.

The ICJ is the principal judicial organ of the United Nations and was established in 1945 to
settle disputes in accordance with international law through binding judgments with no
right of appeal.
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The U.S. has also accused Myanmar of genocide against the Rohingya. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken ruled in March this year that “Burma’s military committed genocide and
crimes against humanity with the intent to destroy predominantly Muslim Rohingya in
2017

That was the year the military cleared Rohingya communities in western Myanmar,
killing, torturing and raping locals. The violent campaign forced more than 740,000
people to flee to squalid refugee camps in neighboring Bangladesh.

The State Department said the military junta that seized power in the Feb. 2021 coup
continues to oppress the Rohingya, putting 144,000 in internal displacement camps in
Rakhine state by the end of last year. A State Department report last month noted that
Rohingya also face travel restrictions within the country and the junta has made no effort
to bring refugees back from Bangladesh.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/icj-to-rule-on-myanmars-objections-to-
rohingya-genocide-case-this-month-07122022071011.html
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