PEACE Info (July 7, 2022)

Myanmar Junta Sends Suu Kyi’s Staff, Dog and Belongings to Yangon

NLD Lawmaker Found Tortured to Death After Detention by Myanmar Regime
Troops

Myanmar activists observe 60th anniversary of military crackdown amid tight
security

Resistance Ambush Reportedly Kills 25 Myanmar Junta Troops in Sagaing
Myanmar junta troops terrorise villages along Myittha River

Burma Army Murders 8 Villagers In Magwe Region

Junta burns down 84 houses in 10 months in Tanintharyi Region

Kyaukgyi fighting forces thousand people to flee to nearby townships

Over 360 clashes took place in KNU-controlled area of Kawthulay in June: KNU
Tortured Rakhine villagers handed three-year prison sentences

Delegation led by LDU arrives in NPT to hold peace talks with SAC chair

China Cuts Power to Myanmar Village Amid Border Dispute

China to implement six-action plan benefits of cooperation with Mekong countries
Bangkok Says Myanmar Junta Has Promised Written Apology for Jet Incursion
Tensions Rise on India Border After Pro-Myanmar Junta Militia Kills Two Indian Men
Myanmar Junta Foreign Minister Barred From Upcoming ASEAN Meeting
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Myanmar Junta Sends Suu Kyi’s Staff, Dog and Belongings to Yangon
By THE IRRAWADDY | 7 July 2022

Last Saturday night, the heavily-guarded gate of 54 University Avenue, the Yangon residence
of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, opened to admit three trucks.

As the news spread overnight among members of Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy
(NLD) party, it emerged that the trucks were transporting the possessions of the detained
State Counselor from her residence in Myanmar’s capital Naypyitaw to her home in
Yangon’s Bahan Township.

Accompanying her belongings were eight individuals who had been under house arrest in
Naypyitaw alongside Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, as well as her pet dog, Taichito, gifted to her by
her youngest son Kim. The eight people are believed to now be under house arrest at 54
University Avenue.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi remains in solitary confinement in Naypyitaw Prison.

“My immediate thought was Mother [Daw Aung San Suu Kyi] was being moved from
Naypyitaw to Yangon. | know it is unlikely, but in my mind | hoped that she would be moved
to Yangon,” said a young NLD member.

When Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was transferred to
Naypyitaw Prison on June 19 after her

77" birthday, the eight people and her dog who
had been detained with her in Naypyitaw could
not accompany her due to correctional rules and
regulations.

As the military regime wants to impose a news blackout on the time Suu Kyi spent under
house arrest in Naypyitaw, they were sent to closely-guarded 54 University Avenue.

The junta and Daw Aung San Suu Kyi made a detailed list of the possessions she had
amassed during her nearly ten-year stay in Naypyitaw, before they were sent to Yangon.

Books make up the majority of her belongings, with the rest mostly being paintings, clothes
and other items.

Suu Kyi enjoys art and has a large collection of works by the most renowned artists in
Myanmar. She is said to have enough paintings to fill a gallery, and had planned to establish
a gallery via her Daw Khin Kyi Foundation to preserve them for the nation, the executive
director of the Daw Khin Kyi Foundation, U Moe Zaw Oo, told The Irrawaddy.

“Daw Aung San Suu Kyi gave specific instructions about which paintings must be hung in
which parts of the house,” said a source close to her.
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On Sunday, a representative of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi went to 54 University Avenue to
check the possessions sent from Naypyitaw against the list she drew up with the regime.

54 University Avenue

The residence by Inya Lake is known around the world as the place where Nobel Peace Prize
winner Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was confined for many years by the former junta for her
struggle for democracy in Myanmar.

The house came back to life after she was released from house arrest in 2010. She received
international leaders, including former United States President Obama and former US
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, at 54 University Avenue.

But since she became an MP in 2012, Suu Kyi has mostly lived in Naypyitaw, only returning
to her Yangon residence occasionally.

In Naypyitaw, she lived in ‘Rose’ residence in Oketarathiri Township while serving as an MP.
After the NLD won the 2015 election and she became State Counselor, Suu Kyi moved to
ministerial housing and lived at No. 33 Mya Nan Bontha Street, where she was initially held
under house arrest following last year’s coup.

She was subsequently moved to another house in Naypyitaw, its location a closely-guarded
secret. Last month, she was transferred to Naypyitaw Prison and placed in solitary
confinement.

Undated photos of Taichito that
circulated online and which many
believed to have been taken after the
dog was moved to 54 University Avenue.

Among the eight individuals who have
been moved back to her Yangon
residence are Ma Wai, who cooked and
did routine chores for Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. It has been months since she was in contact
with her boss, as she was separated from Suu Kyi after she testified in her favor during the
corruption trial that saw the State Counselor accused of receiving gold and cash from the
former Yangon Region Chief Minister U Phyo Min Thein.

Another retainer is Ko Shine, who take cares of Suu Kyi’s pet dog Taichito. Photos of Taichito
at 54 University Avenue went viral on social media before being taken down.

“As her belongings have arrived along with Taichito, we are now waiting for sister [Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi] to come back,” said one of her friends.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-sends-suu-kyis-staff-dog-and-
belongings-to-yangon.html
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NLD Lawmaker Found Tortured to Death After Detention by Myanmar Regime Troops
By THE IRRAWADDY | 7 July 2022

National League for Democracy (NLD) lawmaker U Kyaw Myo Min, who was detained by a
Myanmar military detachment in June along with two other party members, was found
dead near a village in Mon State’s Bilin Township on Wednesday. The two party members
were found dead last week.

U Kyaw Myo Min, 55, the NLD chair for Bilin Township, was elected to the Mon State
parliament in the 2020 general election.

An official of the Thaton People’s Defense Force (TPDF), whose members discovered the
lawmaker’s body, told The Irrawaddy on Thursday that U Kyaw Myo Min was tortured to
death, as wounds were found on his face and legs.

With a rope around his neck and his hands tied behind his back, U Kyaw Myo Min’s body
was covered with bushes in a drain near where the bodies of the two slain NLD members
with whom the lawmaker was detained were discovered. No gunshot or stab wounds were
found on his body, the TPDF official said.

On Saturday, NLD members U Pan Myint, 55, and U Ko Ko Maung, 52, who were detained
alongside the party lawmaker on June 22, were found dead in the same area.

They had also been brutally tortured before being executed, according to the spokesperson
of the Karen National Liberation Army’s Brigade 1 based in Mon State’s Thaton District.

U Kyaw Myo Min was in charge of the Information Department of the Partnership Oversight
Committee of KNU/KNLA Brigade 1, according to the TPDF official.

“He [the lawmaker] should have been treated in accordance with the rights of prisoners of
war. But he was tortured to death inhumanely. So, we want the international community to
know the Myanmar military junta is a terrorist group,” the TPDF official said.

The NLD said in May that a total of 917 party members had been arrested since Myanmar
junta leader Min Aung Hlaing staged a coup on Feb.1 last year and scrapped the result of the
2020 election, in which the NLD won a landslide victory.

Of those detained, 701 NLD members including party leaders and 98 elected lawmakers are
still in custody.

So far 18 NLD members including a lawmaker have died in the regime’s custody due as a
result of torture or being denied sufficient healthcare.

As of Wednesday, 2,068 people had been killed by regime forces while 14,502 people
including elected government leaders have been arrested or detained by the junta since the
coup, the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/nld-lawmaker-found-tortured-to-death-after-
detention-by-myanmar-regime-troops.html
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Myanmar activists observe 60th anniversary of military crackdown amid tight security

The massacre marked the first of several student protests against military rule in Myanmar.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.07.07

Protesters mark the 60th anniversary of a
violent military crackdown on students in
Sagaing region's Yinmarbin township, July
7,2022. PVTV

Activists in Myanmar marked the 60th
anniversary of a military crackdown that
killed at least 100 students in the

: 4 i ) { commercial capital Yangon with protests
in more than a dozen townshlps on Thursday, despite increased security measures by
junta authorities.

The protests commemorating the July 7, 1962, crackdown were held in the Sagaing
region townships of Salingyi, Yinmarbin, Tamu, Kani, Kale and Ayadaw; Tanintharyi region
townships of Dawei and Launglon; Bago region’s Taungoo township; Kachin state’s
Hpakant township; Mon state’s Thanbyuzayat township; as well as the cities of Yangon
and Mandalay.

Speaking from Yangon, where more than 30 students joined protests at around 11 a.m., a
member of the Botataung Strike Group named Jewel told RFA Burmese that anniversary
activities took place unhindered by authorities.

“The July 7 protest is very important for every student movement and we observe it as a
reminder to others so that people will never forget,” she said.

“There were surprise checks in earlier days but fortunately there were none today. [The
soldiers] came to the spot where we held the protest only after we left. There were no
arrests today.”

Thet Oo, a protester in Yinmarbin township, said people observing the anniversary event
had to disperse after only 15 minutes of shouting slogans due to tight security.

“The slogan ‘Do not forget 7.7.62’ refers to the many students and youths who bravely
gave their lives in the fight for the truth,” he said.

“In memory of that day, and to instill courage in people’s minds to fight like the fallen
heroes for the freedom of the country, we members of the All Villages of the North
Western Plains Strike Committee held this protest on the streets [despite the risk of
arrest].”

On March 2, 1962, Gen. Ne Win led the military in a coup to control Myanmar, appointing
himself prime minister and dissolving the country’s legislature. On July 7 of that year,
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troops were sent to restore order as students protested tuition increases at Yangon
University. The troops fired on the protesters, killing at least 100 people, and arrested
thousands of students, according to local media reports. The following day, the military
blew up the Yangon University Students’ Union building, which had stood as a monument
to the anti-colonialism movement in Myanmar since the 1920s.

Call to action

In a statement issued Thursday in commemoration of the 60th anniversary of the
crackdown, the All-Burma Federation of Students' Unions called on people of Myanmar
to take action in whatever way possible to overthrow the current military regime, which
seized power in a Feb. 1, 2021, coup.

Myat Min Khant, chairman of the Yangon District Students' Union, called the
announcement “a signal to end military rule.”

"There are two reasons that the All-Burma Students Union issued the statement. The first
is to remind people that it isn’t just now that the fascist military is killing people in cities
and towns without hesitation. They have done so in the past,” he told RFA.

“The second reason is to remind people we are still in the middle of the ‘Spring
Revolution,’ fighting against the fascist military. We want to remind them that the fascist
military and the 2008 constitution, which is the backbone of the fascist army, must be
removed if they want real freedom.”

A spokesman for the Yangon University Students' Union, who spoke on condition of
anonymity, said students have always been at the forefront of the opposition to military
rule in Myanmar.

“The July 7 protests we are commemorating now were also a fight against the Ne Win
regime, which also seized state power,” he said.

“And then there were student protests in ‘74, ‘75 and ‘76. Students also joined hands
with the people in the 1988 pro-democracy uprising. And now, in the 2021 anti-coup
protests, students have actively participated in the ‘Spring Revolution’ against the
military along with the people,” he added.

“Myanmar’s students are still fighting the military dictatorship in various ways.”

Junta authorities have killed at least 2,069 civilians since seizing power and arrested more
than 14,500 others — mostly during peaceful anti-coup protests, according to the
Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, a Thailand-based NGO. At least 11,443
people remain in detention, the group says.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/anniversary-07072022183018.html
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Resistance Ambush Reportedly Kills 25 Myanmar Junta Troops in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 7 July 2022

At least 25 Myanmar military soldiers, including a battalion commander and a captain, were
reportedly killed on Wednesday during an intense clash with People’s Defense Forces (PDF)
in Myaung Township, Sagaing Region. Junta troops retaliated by launching airstrikes on a
village.

At 8am on Wednesday morning, a combined force of 22 PDFs from Sagaing, Magwe and
Mandalay regions ambushed a detachment of 120 regime troops travelling from Magwe
Region’s Yesagyo Township to Sagaing Region’s Myaung Township, according to the
resistance groups.

Civilian Defense and Security Organization of Myaung (CDSOM) coordinated the attack and
said that the PDFs had to wait for two days to ambush the junta soldiers as they returned to
Myaung after raiding villages.

During the firefight, resistance fighters gunned down 15 soldiers who were evacuating
wounded troops, while their improvised 40 and 50mm mortar shells targeted other regime
troops.

A junta gunship launches airstrikes on
Thahtaygone Village in Myaung Township,
Sagaing Region on Wednesday. Photo-
CDSOM

A video filmed from a PDF drone shows
soldiers fleeing and searching for cover to
escape the ambush.

Ko Nway Oo of CDSOM posted on his Facebook that 21 regime soldiers were killed in the
fighting and that four more died on Thursday in hospital, based on information from
informants and witnesses. Another 16 soldiers were hospitalized.

However, The Irrawaddy was unable to verify regime casualties independently.
Three resistance fighters suffered minor injuries in the clash, added Ko Nway Oo.

After their defeat, regime forces retaliated by using an MI-35 helicopter gunship to bomb
nearby Thahtaygone Village, said PDF groups. Nine houses were destroyed and some
livestock were killed.

Junta troops out for revenge also torched an unknown number of houses in adjacent
Myithar Village.

CDSOM said the mission cost an estimated 40 million kyats.

On July 4, the same detachment that was ambushed on Wednesday raided Suu Hle Kone
Village in Myaung, torching 28 houses and killing two cows.
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Military regime forces are facing daily attacks nationwide from PDFs and ethnic armed
organizations.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/resistance-ambush-reportedly-kills-25-myanmar-
junta-troops-in-sagaing.html

Myanmar junta troops terrorise villages along Myittha River

The latest raids have added to the miseries of the thousands of local residents already
displaced by regime violence

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Jul 7, 2022

Regime forces terrorised residents of several
villages along the Myittha River in both Sagaing
and Magway regions over the past week,
according to local sources.

Around 100 junta troops and members of the pro-
military Pyu Saw Htee militia from the village of
Kyauk Pyoke in Sagaing’s Kale Township started
raiding other villages in the area last Thursday, the

sources said.

The raids extended into neighbouring Gangaw Township in Magway Region and continued
until Tuesday, they added.

At least one person—a 35-year-old man named Mone Phe from Yae Shin Ma, a village on
the western bank of the river in Gangaw Township—was tortured to death after being
captured on Monday, a resident of the village told Myanmar Now.

“It looked like they strangled him with a towel before shooting him,” said the villager, who
spoke on condition of anonymity.

He added that the victim was likely killed because he was unable to tell soldiers where the
bases of anti-regime People’s Defence Force (PDF) groups active in the area were located.

In Myintha, a village north of Yae Shin Ma, the junta troops destroyed houses and
motorcycles, while in Hnankhar, another village in the same area, they killed and ate the
livestock of farmers who had fled.

According to one Hnankhar villager, the regime forces also destroyed rice that had been
stockpiled to feed internally displaced persons (IDPs) sheltering in nearby forests.

“It was a year’s worth of rice for the IDPs, but the military thought it was for the PDFs, so
they destroyed it,” the Hankhar local said.

It was widely believed that the latest raids in the area were prompted by a PDF attack on a
police station in the village of Khin Yan last Wednesday.
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Khin Yan, along with the villages of Kyauk Phyoke, Kokka, Hanthawaddy, and Lel Gyi, are
regarded as Pyu Saw Htee strongholds.

The junta column arrived in Khin Yan on Wednesday after ending its rampage with one last
raid on the village of Chaung Gwa the previous day, residents said.

According to locals involved in efforts assist IDPs, the situation has become increasingly dire,
as thousands of people from at least a dozen villages have been forced to shelter in forested
areas without adequate food or medical supplies.

One who spoke to Myanmar Now on Wednesday said there was also an urgent need for
healthcare workers in the area, as many IDPs are suffering from deteriorating health due to
their harsh living conditions.

“It was especially bad yesterday, as the military even went into the forests, shooting at
everyone in sight,” he said, adding that recent heavy rains have also added to the IDPs’
hardships.

Myanmar’s junta has denied targeting civilians in its clearance operations against PDF
groups and others resisting the return of military rule after a coup in February of last year.

However, well-documented atrocities have been committed on an almost daily basis in
many parts of the country, with Sagaing and Magway—regions that were previously free of
conflict—suffering some of the harshest treatment.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-troops-terrorise-villages-along-
myittha-river

Burma Army Murders 8 Villagers In Magwe Region
By Network Media Group | Thursday, July 7, 2022

O b« e Wy * Soldiers from the regime’s armed forces have allegedly
; K slaughtered 8 civilians, including a woman who was
raped before being killed, during a clearance campaign
in a village in Gangaw Township in Burma’s Magwe

Region.

According to local reports, about 150 Burma Army (BA)
s soldiers came to Yay Shin on Monday morning, 4 July,
at a time when no flghtlng was happenlng

“They also burned some houses in the village. Many people fled to the jungle to escape
them,” said a man requesting anonymity. He said that one of the victims was Khin Maung
Htay. The next day the soldiers travelled to Chaung Gwa but he didn’t know why.

Another anonymous source said the soldiers fired their guns in the air when they came to
Yay Shin. At noontime, they murdered three of the men and the woman.
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“Their bodies are still in the village but because we’re hiding in jungle we can’t collect
them,” she explained.

The female victim’s baby is believed to be still in Yay Shin.
Other villagers who escaped are sheltering in a Buddhist monastery.

The soldiers detained 21 people from the village to use as human shields when they
travelled to Chaung Gwa. At least two children still missing may have also been among those
that the BA abducted.

“They launched a clearance campaign even though there is no clashes in the area,” says the
woman.

The same column travelled to Kyauk Chap, Shwe Bo, Nam Hkar, Kon Ywa, Myin Thar, Ye Hla,
Thasi and Mwe Lae in the township, causing many villagers to flee to the jungle.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/07/07/19916

Junta burns down 84 houses in 10 months in Tanintharyi Region

By Mizzima |

Junta troops have set fire to 84 houses in Tanintharyi
Region from September 2021 to June 2022, according
to the Southern Monitor.

Junta troops set fire to 31 houses in Palaw Township,
25 in Thayet Chaung Township, 18 in Tanintharyi
Township, 4 in Dawei Township, 3 in Yebyu Township,
2 in Launglon Township and one in Myeik Township.

According to an official from the Southern Monitor, Pyu Saw Htee militias and the Military
Security Force (MSF) under the Military Council were also involved in the arson attack.

The Southern Monitor is an independent group that monitors socio-economic, conflict
trends, impacts of violent conflict and human rights issues in Tanintharyi Region.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/junta-burns-down-84-houses-10-months-tanintharyi-
region

Kyaukgyi fighting forces thousand people to flee to nearby townships
PUBLISHED 7 JULY 2022

BAGO----As fighting between military[Tatmadaw] and Brigade-3 of Karen National Union
(KNU) took place at the villages in Kyaukgyi Township, Bago region, around thousand people
already fled to nearby townships and humanitarian aids are in urgent need for the displaced
villagers, according to the resources.
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The displaced villagers

“A bridge being built on Kyaukgyi-Natthankwin
motor road broke in recent day and land mines
planted in front of Nyaunggone monastery
exploded. So, all roads coming from Kyaukgyi
Township already blocked. However, damaged
bridges except one on Kyaukgyi-Natthankwin
motor road were renovated. Currently, the
situation is instable. Some people from
downtown Kyaukgyi Township already left for safer places as well as some from Mone
Township in Bago region fled to Kyaukgyi Township due to the fighting took place near in
Mone Township. Now, the people from Kyaukgyi Township fled to nearby townships. The
responsible person didn’t provide shelters for displaced peoples. Some displaced villagers
sheltered at the monasteries, pagodas’ compound and churches and some rented the
houses. Although the fighting didn’t take place at the downtown, there had been intensive
fighting at the villages,” said a local from Kyaukgyi Township.

One of the displaced villagers said that the locals from Mone Township in Bago Region fled
to nearby Taungoo, Oaktwin, Htantapin and Phyuu Townships in Bago region due to the
intensive fighting between the Tatmadaw and KNU’s Brigade-3 took place near Mone
Township on July 2. The fighting damaged the bridges linked to Kyaukgyi-Natthankwin and
Kyaukgyi-Mone motor roads. Moreover, the landmines planed near the villages exploded
and some villagers were arrested. The displaced villagers also left their cattle at their homes.

Currently, the members of red cross associations, religious and social welfare organizations
and well-wishers already helped the displaced villagers.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/kyaukgyi-fighting-forces-thousand-people-to-flee-to-
nearby-townships

Over 360 clashes took place in KNU-controlled area of Kawthulay in June: KNU
PUBLISHED 7 JULY 2022 | EMG

More than 360 clashes took place in Kawthulay, an area controlled by the Karen National
Union (KNU), in June, announced the Karen National Union (KNU) Central Committee on July
6.

The statement said that daily fighting between the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA),
Karen National Defense Organization (KNDO) and coalition forces and security forces and
the Border Guard Force (BGF) took place.

A total of 365 major and minor clashes took place in the KNU-controlled area of Kawthulay
in June 2022, killing more than 400 and injuring over 330 security forces members and the
BGFs, according to the statement.
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However, the information team for the State Administration Council announced no report
about the casualties of security forces and the BGFs in the clashes in Kawthulay area.

A total of 17 members of the coalition forces of Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) and
Karen National Defense Organization (KNDO) were killed and 28 wounded in the clashes,
according to the statement.

In addition, the fighting was intensifying in Ukayitha area, Dupalaya District, the southern
area of Kawkareik Township, Kayin State, where KNU’s Brigade 6, is based, the statement
said.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/over-360-clashes-took-place-in-knu-controlled-area-of-
kawthulay-in-june-knu

Tortured Rakhine villagers handed three-year prison sentences

The five prisoners have been behind bars since their arrest more than two years ago on
suspicion of supporting the Arakan Army

Nan Oo Nway | Published on Jul 7, 2022

# A screenshot from a video that went viral in May
2020 shows a Rakhine villager being beaten in
military custody

Five villagers who were tortured aboard a navy
boat in Rakhine State more than two years ago
have each been sentenced to three years in
prison for alleged terrorist activities.

The five prisoners, who were charged in May
2020 under Section 52a of the Counter-Terrorism Law after being arrested on suspicion of
having ties to the then-outlawed Arakan Army, were handed the sentences on Wednesday.

Kyaw Nyunt Maung, their lawyer, said that time served would be deducted from their
sentences.

“They’ve been in custody for the past two years, two months, and two weeks, so they are
due to be released in eight months’ time,” he told Myanmar Now.

Three years is the minimum prison sentence under Section 52a of the Counter-Terrorism
Law, which allows for up to seven years behind bars.

The men were also charged under Section 50j of the law for allegedly funding terrorist
activities, but were found not guilty.

Three of the detainees—Nyi Nyi Aung, Myo Lin Oo and Maung Chay—are from the village of
Kyauk Seik in Ponnagyun Township, where 38 villagers were arrested by the military in April
2020.
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The other two were identified as Myo Min Aung, from the town of Ponnagyun, and Kyaw
Win Hein, a resident of the village of Zee Pin Gyi in Mrauk-U Township.

Ni Ni Aye, the mother of Nyi Nyi Aung, said she didn’t have any comment to make, as the
sentences had already been passed.

“I don’t have anything else to say now that we know what his sentence is, but | heard that
they will be released in eight months,” she said.

Videos of the five young men being viciously beaten while in military custody went
viral after they were released on social media.

In the videos, soldiers can be seen kicking and punching the tied and blindfolded men
aboard a navy boat as they are being transported from Ponnagyun to the state capital
Sittwe.

The military later released a statement saying that the incident would be investigated and
that it would “take action” against soldiers who conducted unlawful interrogations.

The charges against the five victims were laid by Tint Tun Naing, an army captain from Light
Infantry Battalion 550, which is based in Ponnagyun.

Less than a week before the Kyauk Seik villagers were arrested, army shelling killed eight
other residents of the village.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/tortured-rakhine-villagers-handed-three-year-
prison-sentences

Delegation led by LDU arrives in NPT to hold peace talks with SAC chair

PUBLISHED 7 JULY 2022

NayPYITAW-----At the invitation of Chairman of
State Administration Council (SAC) Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing for peace talks, a delegation led
by General Secretary Kyar Solomon of the Lahu
Democratic Union (LDU) arrived in Nay Pyi Taw
yesterday.

They were seen off at the Nay Pyi Taw airport by

: members of the National Solidarity and Peace-
Making Negotlatlon Commlttee and other responsible personnel, and members of the
national races from the Fine Arts Department and Ministry of Religious Affairs and Culture
as well as locals holding signboards stating “ Perpetual peace is the real aspiration of the
people”, “ Achieving peace is the true desire of all citizens”, “ Let’s hold talks for peace in
the Union”, “ Only the ethnic nationalities are in unity, stability, peace and tranquility will be
achieved” and waving miniature national flags.
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The LDU delegation will meet with the SAC’s chairman in Nay Pyi Taw today aiming to
negotiate peace process.

On April 22 Senior General Min Aung Hlaing invited the ethnic armed organizations to
achieve peace and bring an end to all conflicts. Accordingly seven EAOs that have signed the
NCA and three others that have not signed the NCA responded to the invitation, as
mentioned the spokesperson of the State Administration Council Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/delegation-led-by-ldu-arrives-in-npt-to-hold-peace-
talks-with-sac-chair

China Cuts Power to Myanmar Village Amid Border Dispute
By THE IRRAWADDY | 7 July 2022

China has cut off electricity to a border village in northern Shan State for nearly nine months
due to boundary disputes, according to residents.

Nawng Kham village in Namkham Township is to the north of the Shweli River and was
supplied by the Chinese border village of Nawng Hsawng. The Shweli 1 hydropower project,
a joint venture between Myanmar’s electricity ministry and China’s Yunnan United Power
Development Co Ltd, is near the village but has never supplied it with power.

The Shan Human Rights Foundation (SHRF) reported this week that China cut the power in
July 2021 over the demarcation dispute.

In October 2020, the Chinese authorities started building a double layer of border fencing,
15 to 20 meters apart, near Nawng Kham, citing the need to prevent the spread of
coronavirus. The fence is 7 meters high on the Chinese side and 5 meters on Myanmar’s side
and cuts through fields straddling the border, according to the report.

China attempted twice in July last year to build more fences on Nawng Kham villagers’ fields
and stopped because of protests.

FA The Chinese fence inside Myanmar’s
Sam I territory in October 2021. /
NamKhamnews

An SHRF spokesman told The Irrawaddy:
“The Chinese haven’t encroached since
the dispute over the border fence. But
they still plan to build a bridge near the
fence. Farmers fear they might lose land again because they encroached when they erected
the fence in 2021. Because of those disputes, electricity has been cut off to Nawng Kham
since October 2021.”

Power was cut after July last year and briefly restored in October only to be cut again on
October 19 after a house in Nawng Kham caught fire.

Page 15 of 59


https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/delegation-led-by-ldu-arrives-in-npt-to-hold-peace-talks-with-sac-chair
https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/delegation-led-by-ldu-arrives-in-npt-to-hold-peace-talks-with-sac-chair

“Some villagers can afford generators and solar panels. But rising diesel prices mean they
can’t run generators anymore. They asked Myanmar’s authorities to supply electricity but
they were told to buy power from China,” said the spokesman.

Nawng Kham has 161 homes and around 2,000 residents. Villagers have been buying
Chinese electricity for 20 years and paid for Chinese meters in 2002. Costs fell by about 40
percent when the Shweli project opened, according to the report.

A villager said: “I think they cut off the power because we opposed the land grab. When we
filed a complaint they said they were too busy to handle it.”

The Shweli project sends Myanmar around 400 to 600 megawatts, although this goes to the
China-backed Tagaung Taung nickel-processing plant in Tigyaing Township, Sagaing Region,
run by the China Nonferrous Metal Mining Group.

A bilateral protocol was signed in 1961 for the 2,227km border agreeing to conduct joint
demarcation inspections every five years, although this only occurred in the 1980s and
1990s. The agreement banned construction near the border.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/china-cuts-power-to-myanmar-village-amid-
border-dispute-2.html

China to implement six-action plan benefits of cooperation with Mekong countries
PUBLISHED 7 JULY 2022

YANGON----Wang Yi, State Councilor and

“Solidarity For Peac:;n;Prosperity" Foreign Minister Of the People's RepUb“C Of
THE 7" MEKONG-LANCANG COOPERATION ) '
FOREIGN MINISTERS' MEETING . China said at the 7th Mekong-Lancang

R ) =] f a |») Cooperation Foreign Ministers’ Meeting held in
cooperation with Mekong countries, according

oy Ay & Bagan in Myanmar on July 4th that China will be
' F implementing six action plans benefits of
] L i n y " ; ‘ 1
- 2 to the announcement of Chinese Embassy in
Yl ittt VoA e Myanmar.

The announcement report that China will be implementing the Hundred, Thousand, Ten
Thousand Action Plan on Lancang-Mekong Agricultural Cooperation, the Plan on Lancang-
Mekong Water Resources Benefitting the People, the Cooperation Plan on Lancang-Mekong
Digital Economy, the Lancang-Mekong Space Cooperation Plan, the Lancang-Mekong Talent
Plan, and the Lancang-Mekong Public Health Cooperation Plan, to share benefits of
cooperation with the Mekong countries and add development momentum.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/china-to-implement-six-action-plan-benefits-of-
cooperation-with-mekong-countries
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Bangkok Says Myanmar Junta Has Promised Written Apology for Jet Incursion
By THE IRRAWADDY | 7 July 2022

Thai Foreign Minister Don Pramudwinai told the country’s media that Myanmar had
promised to send a written apology to Bangkok for the incursion by a Myanmar Air Force
MiG-29 fighter jet into Thai airspace over Tak Province’s Phop Phra district on June 30.

Don met his Myanmar junta counterpart, Wunna Maung Lwin, during the 7th Lancang-
Mekong Cooperation (LMC) Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in Bagan, Myanmar on Monday. The
duo also discussed a number of issues including the intrusion into Thai airspace by the
Myanmar jet, according to the Bangkok Post.

The Thai minister said Wunna Maung Lwin expressed regret over the incident, saying it was
unintentional and that his government would send an official letter of apology.

Last week, the Royal Thai Air Force scrambled two F-16 jet fighters after an aircraft, believed
to be a Russian-made MiG-29 of the Myanmar Air Force, intruded into Thai airspace over
the western province of Tak while conducting an air strike against anti-regime rebels and
anti-coup forces positioned near the border.

For the past two weeks, Myanmar’s military regime has conducted massive airstrikes against
resistance forces attempting to seize the junta’s strategic Ukayit Hta military outpost in
Waw Lay in Karen State’s Myawaddy Township. On Thursday last week, the Myanmar jet
fighter intruded into Thai airspace several times as it conducted a mission over Ukayit Hta to
assist ground troops.

The heavy air strikes have prevented ethnic Karen and joint resistance forces from capturing
the strategic outpost, and according to Karen insurgent leaders, have effectively made it
impossible for their forward forces to retreat.

The Thai government has downplayed the incursion.

Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-o-cha said it was not a big deal as the Myanmar jet did not
intend to intrude into Thai airspace but was merely trying to make a turn.

Some Thai MPs have asked the government to clarify why the Myanmar jet fighter was
allowed to enter Thai airspace while attacking resistance forces and civilians on the
border.

Don said his Myanmar counterpart had given him a guarantee that there would be no
repeat of the incident. It is unclear how the regime intends to honor the guarantee,
however, as its forces are still attacking and bombing ethnic insurgents, resistance forces
and villages along the Thai border.

Thai troops are now patrolling the area on the border where the incursion took place last
week.

Under an agreement reached by the Thai-Myanmar Township Border Committee, if artillery
shells land on the Thai side of the border, Thailand will fire smoke grenades as a warning. If
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the shelling continues in a way that could endanger Thai people, the Thai side is authorized
to return fire with live ammunition, the Bangkok Post quoted Don as quoted saying.

Just a day before the incursion, coup leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing met with a
Royal Thai Army general to discuss stability and anti-terrorism in border areas, among other
issues. A Myanmar junta media mouthpiece said the Thai general “paid respect” to Min
Aung Hlaing, who staged a coup last year and continues to face strong resistance to his rule.

Junta-controlled newspapers said Min Aung Hlaing received the Thai military delegation
headed by Lieutenant General Apichet Suesat in the Myanmar capital Naypyitaw. The
delegation was in the country to attend the 34th meeting of the Thailand-Myanmar
Regional Border Committee hosted by Myanmar. The meeting was held in the Shan State
capital Taunggyi, but the Thai delegation was invited to meet Min Aung Hlaing in Naypyitaw.

Lt-Gen Apichet is the commander of the Third Army Region (TAR), which encompasses
border areas in northern Thailand neighboring Myanmar.

The TAR has been one of the most active commands in terms of dealing with the fallout
from the conflict in frontier areas inside Myanmar following last year’s coup, as well as
dealing with illegal migrants from Myanmar who slip across the border into Thailand in
search of work.

Thailand shares a more than 2,400-km-long frontier with Myanmar.

Since the coup, the Myanmar Air Force has effectively deployed jet fighters and helicopters
to continue to bomb and attack civilian populations and resistance fighters.

Over the past two decades it has purchased advanced fighters mainly from Russia and
China.

Since 2000, Myanmar’s military leaders have sought to replace the Air Force’s aging jet
fighters with modern ones.

Myanmar’s military acquired 12 Russian MiG-29 jet fighters in 2001, following clashes with
Thai forces in northern border regions. The Thais at the time deployed US made F-16s jet
fighters and apparently alarmed the Myanmar military leaders with their air defense
capabilities.

Last week, this publication also reported that Russia delivered the first two of six new Su-30
jet fighters to Myanmar in March.

The Su-30 is a twin-engine, two-seat supermaneuverable fighter jet developed by Russia’s
Sukhoi Aviation Corporation. It is a multirole fighter for all-weather, air-to-air and air
interdiction missions. The multirole fighters were used by Russia in Syria in 2015. Russia
agreed to sell six Su-30 fighter jets to the Myanmar military in 2018.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/bangkok-says-myanmar-junta-has-promised-
written-apology-for-jet-incursion.html
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Tensions Rise on India Border After Pro-Myanmar Junta Militia Kills Two Indian Men
By THE IRRAWADDY | 7 July 2022

Tensions have been reported on the Indian border after Moreh residents tried to bring back
the bodies of two Indian men gunned down by a pro-junta Pyu Saw Htee militia from
Myanmar.

The Indian border authorities prevented Tengnoupal District residents from crossing into
Myanmar without permits on Wednesday.

Residents from Moreh, on the Indian side of the border, torched a police border outpost in
Tamu Township, Sagaing Region, after their demands were reportedly ignored.

On Thursday the Indian police and military tightened border security and banned gatherings
of five or more people and the carrying of sticks, stones and firearms without a license.

A Tamu People’s Defence Force (PDF) representative said: “Border tensions are rising. We
heard the military regime will meet Indian government representatives to discuss the case.”

The two Indian men from Moreh, aged 28 and 38, were shot dead in Tamu on Tuesday
afternoon while traveling to a friend’s birthday party.

They were purportedly killed in Saw Bwar ward, near Number Four High School, by a militia
allied to Myanmar’s junta.

Junta spokesman Major General Zaw Min Tun claimed on Thursday that they were killed by
“terrorists”.

Two men escaped on a motorcycle after shooting the Indians, Zaw Min Tun told junta-
controlled MRTV news.

He said the corpses were sent to Tamu hospital and buried on Wednesday after no one had
claimed their bodies.

The Tamu PDF representative said they were killed near a Pyu Saw Htee base.

Moreh in Manipur State is adjacent to Tamu and the border is the main trading point between India
and Myanmar.

No one is currently crossing between the two border towns, a Tamu resident told The Irrawaddy.
“The situation is tense and difficult for us,” he said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/tensions-rise-on-india-border-after-pro-
myanmar-junta-militia-kills-two-indian-men.html

Myanmar Junta Foreign Minister Barred From Upcoming ASEAN Meeting
By THE IRRAWADDY | 7 July 2022

Myanmar junta foreign minister U Wunna Maung Lwin will again be barred from attending
an upcoming Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in
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Cambodia, as the military regime has made little progress on the implementation of the
peace plan for Myanmar adopted by the ten-nation bloc.

In a press briefing with foreign diplomats and journalists on Wednesday, Prak Sokhonn,
Cambodia’s foreign minister and ASEAN’s special envoy on Myanmar, said that Cambodia,
the current ASEAN chair, had already sent an invitation letter to Myanmar for the meeting,
asking the regime to send a “non-political representative” instead of U Wunna Maung Lwin,
according to the Khmer Times.

U Wunna Maung Lwin was previously barred from attending the ASEAN Foreign Ministers’
Retreat held in Cambodia’s Siem Reap Province in February. Then, the junta declined to
send a non-political representative.

Prak Sokhonn, who visited Myanmar at the end of June, said: “l also told him [U Wunna
Maung Lwin] that such an invitation was made out of regret, but that the circumstances did
not allow me to invite him personally to attend the meetings.”

ASEAN member Myanmar has been in political, social and economic turmoil since last year’s
coup. The regime has killed over 2,000 people for rejecting military rule.

Last year, ASEAN adopted a peace plan known as the Five-Point Consensus, which included
a call for an immediate cessation of violence and for inclusive dialogue among all
stakeholders in the country. However, the regime has failed to implement most of the peace
plan, leading to its ban on attending ASEAN summits since last year.

Despite barring Myanmar from summits, Prak Sokhonn was appointed as ASEAN’s special
envoy on Myanmar in an attempt to coax the junta into following the peace plan.

However his recent trip to Myanmar, his second visit, failed to achieve any major
breakthroughs as the regime did not allow him to meet detained State Counselor Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi.

On Thursday, Prak Sokhonn claimed that the results of his visit were somewhat positive,
saying that he “met with stakeholders and raised more topics and opened up a new way for
political negotiations.”

During his visit, the special envoy also met with representatives of seven political parties in
Myanmar and seven ethnic armed organizations (EAO) who had signed the Nationwide
Ceasefire Agreement. All were handpicked by the junta to meet with him.

The special envoy noted that he did not get to meet with four political parties, including
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy, or with three other EAOs.

During his visit, Prak Sokhonn met with coup leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing in the
Myanmar capital Naypyitaw. The two sides exchanged views on situational updates,
challenges in implementing some key documents and on implementing ASEAN humanitarian
assistance to Myanmar.

The ASEAN envoy also requested the regime to return Daw Aung San Suu Kyi from prison to
house detention.
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One basic principle that all of the stakeholders could agree on was the urgent need for
further assistance to Myanmar to find peace, preferably through a process of inclusive
dialogue, noted Prak Sokhonn.

He said that he told the EAOs that ASEAN was just a coordinator or facilitator and cannot be
a director or further involved as a party to the Myanmar conflict, which can only be solved
by Myanmar through Myanmar-owned and Myanmar-led strategies.

He added that he didn’t have a divine medicine to resolve the Myanmar crisis and that he
was not a magician.

“To be honest, what ASEAN and myself can accomplish is to facilitate the peace process by
promoting inclusive dialogue acceptable by all sides,” said Prak Sokhonn.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-foreign-minister-barred-from-
upcoming-asean-meeting.html
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