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Junta soldiers burn hundreds of homes and murder civilians during rampages in upper
Myanmar

One of those killed was found with severe injuries on his body, suggesting he had been
tortured, a local resident said

Khin Yi Yi Zaw/ Ko Cho | Published on Feb 28, 2022

Soldiers burned around 400 houses in Hha Ma Sar
Yit village last week (Supplied)

Junta soldiers killed civilians, burned hundreds of
homes, and destroyed food stocks during attacks

‘ ‘ Swmiee ot on villages in Sagaing Region last week, locals
= - === said.

m\ ., , . T Troops entered Kan Lay Kone village in Taze

Township on February 21 and abducted 43-year-
old Soe Moe, who they then took to another village five miles away called Thapyay Inn,
according to the locals.

He was found dead on Thursday with his hands tied behind his back near a stream in
Thapyay Inn. “We think he was tortured for three whole days,” said one local man. “There
were a great number of injuries on the body.”

It was unclear why he was targeted, the man added. “He was on his way to check on his
relatives when he ran into the junta column,” he said.

Elsewhere in Taze, Nay Win Htun, 40, was shot dead in his village of southern Chaung Sone
on Friday. Locals said the soldiers threw the man’s body into his house, which they then set
fire to.

Another junta column entered Taze from Kanbalu Township and raided the villages of Kan
Phyu, Wat Toe and Thar Khaung Gyi on February 24, according to Taze locals.

“They’ve been terrorising those villages for three days,” said one resident. “They also
torched houses that were not destroyed by artillery shells. And they killed and ate the cows
in the village. They’re just doing whatever they want.”

The body of Soe Moe who was abducted by
junta soldiers in Kan Lay Kone village was found
at a roadside on February 24 (Supplied)

In Shwebo Township on Friday, 50 soldiers and
Pyu Saw Htee militiamen burned around 400
homes in the village of Hna Ma Sar Yit. Locals
later found the bodies of three residents and
said three others, who were all elderly, had gone
missing.
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“They started firing shots at around 6am,” said one local man, adding that the attackers
used both heavy and light weapons.

Yin San Aye, 33, and U Thein, 55, were later found dead with bullet wounds, while 77-year-
old Khin Than died in a fire in her home, he added.

Tons of rice were also destroyed in the fires. This is the fourth time the village of some 600
houses had been attacked by the junta’s forces.

“I don’t even have the words to describe what we’re feeling right now. | would understand if
we were armed and posed a threat to them. We weren’t armed in any way. The villagers
were fleeing but they just kept on firing. It’s just too cruel,” the local man said.

The Pyu Saw Htee members who joined the soldiers came from Thee Lone, Pan Yan and
Myin See villages, he added.

A local woman told Myanmar Now her house was burned after she fled the village with her
eldery parents.

“Once all of us had fled, they started torching the houses in the southern part of the village
until they reached the middle. And then my house was torched. We could also hear them
yelling that they would kill anyone they saw,” she said.

Residents say many in the village have taken part in anti-coup protests.

Local news reports said thousands have been displaced by military raids on the Shwebo
villages of Ywar Soe, Pauk Chaing and Seikkhun.

Soldiers burned another 40 houses with shelling in Shwebo’s Ngarpi Oe village on Thursday
and killed a 25-year-old man, villagers and a local resistance force leader there said.

The attack came as retaliation after a Pyu Saw Htee leader named Myint Than was killed
along with another man named La Yaung. Junta forces in the nearby village of Gway Pin
Kone opened at Ngarpi Oe using artillery.

“We didn’t have enough time to do anything at all,” said the resistance force leader. “The
battle was totally unexpected. They started to fire artillery shells right after the Pyu Saw
Htee leader got killed.”

“We don’t have enough equipment or weapons to fight back. They continuously used heavy
artillery shells. It was really overkill, considering the civilians were unarmed,” he added.

The 25-year-old man was shot dead while fleeing the attack on his motorcycle at around
9pm, he added. The fires raged until Friday morning.

“They wouldn’t have needed to use this much force even if it had been an actual battle.
There were only 20 seconds between each heavy artillery shell. We couldn’t do anything but
retreat,” the resistance fighter added.

The village sits along the Shwebo-Kyaukmyaung road near the entrance to the UNESCO
world heritage site of Hanlin, which contains archeological ruins from the Pyu era.
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“The place where the shells fell is only 15,000 feet away from the Han Lin city gate. The shell
essentially fell in preserved territory,” said a 60-year-old villager named Lin.

Another man, 40, said a two-storey house, a barn and 410 litres of rice grain were also
destroyed by the shells, while six cows were killed.

Over 5,000 people have fled Ngarpi Oe and the nearby villages of Gyoegyar, Kan Gyi Taw,
Ywar Thit Kone and Thea Kyun because of the attacks, according to locals.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-soldiers-burn-hundreds-of-homes-and-
murder-civilians-during-rampages-in-upper-myanmar

Myanmar Junta Troops Kill Villagers; Hold Schoolkids Hostage
By THE IRRAWADDY |28 February 2022

Regime forces killed at least nine people during raids in upper Myanmar villages and
detained over 80 primary schoolchildren as potential human shields.

The children, who were released on Monday, were detained for around 36 hours at a
Buddhist monastery in Chin Pone Village in Sagaing Region’s Yinmabin Township, after the
village and adjacent area were targeted by junta soldiers airlifted by helicopter and
indiscriminate airstrikes.

During the raid, the children, who were all under the age of 12 with many around five to
seven-years-old, were detained while attending a kindergarten at the monastery.

An adult who was detained with the children told The Irrawaddy on Monday that they tried
to evacuate the children to the basement of the monastery when the helicopters landed,
but were detained by junta forces.

“They pointed guns at us. We had to beg them not to shoot kids,” said the adult.

Villagers and local People’s Defense Force (PDF) fighters said the regime troops took the
children hostage so they could be used as human shields in case of attacks by PDFs.

Some villagers were also arrested during the raid. They were interrogated and beaten by the
junta soldiers, who asked them about local resistance fighters.

At least nine people were killed in the raid and some villagers reportedly remain under
arrest.

One local said that they found six bodies near a primary school, one near the monastery and
two more on the outskirts of the village.

“Almost all were killed by one shot to the head,” he said.
Only one of the victims has been confirmed to be a Chin Pone villager, he added.

Junta forces reportedly threatened to burn down Chin Pone Village during the raid if the
villagers who had fled didn’t return.
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Some parents have yet to be reunited with their children, despite them being released.
Regime troops are suspected of taking four villagers when they left the village on Monday
afternoon.

“We are still looking for the children who are missing,” a PDF member said.
Nearby Thapyayaye Village was attacked with airstrikes on Monday.

In a statement released on Monday, the parallel civilian National Unity Government’s
Ministry of Women, Youths and Children said they condemned in the strongest possible
terms taking children hostage, as well as teachers and their parents.

“Children have a primary claim to protection under international law, and their abduction
and hostage-taking comprises a grave violation,” the ministry said.

Since last year’s coup, military regime forces have killed at least 1,582 innocent civilians and
arrested over 12,000 people.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-troops-kill-villagers-hold-
schoolkids-hostage.html

Myanmar Junta Planes Bomb Village Sheltering Displaced Karenni Civilians
By THE IRRAWADDY |28 February 2022

Myanmar regime forces on Sunday used aircraft to bomb Lo Bar Kho Village in Demoso
Township, Kayah State, where around 3,000 internally displaced civilians (IDPs) are
sheltering.

Junta airplanes dropped two bombs on the village on Sunday morning, with one falling near
a clinic opened for the refugees, destroying a few buildings nearby.

A resistance fighter from Kayah State said the village is far from the frontlines of the recent
fighting in the state.

“They cannot attack Lo Bar Kho Village with artillery because it is out of range, on the border
of Shan and Kayah states. So, they used airplanes to drop bombs and send a warning to the
refugees that there is no safe place for them within the state.”

Most of the displaced people there fled Nan Mal Kone, Pekon and Demoso. They headed for
Lo Bar Kho Village thinking it would be the safest place for them.

A majority of Kayah State’s population of 200,000 people have been displaced by fighting,
with clashes taking place almost daily.

A senior staffer at the Karenni State Refugee Supporting Network said the displaced people
don’t dare use tarpaulin sheets as roofs for their makeshift dwellings, because junta military
airplanes attack when they see blue tarpaulin roofs.
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“The refugees had to run without taking any of their belongings. They didn’t dare to take
tarpaulin shelters. The refugees are scattering. Some have gone into the forest,” he said.
“They are in despair. They don’t know where is a safe place for them now,” he added.

The displaced people are also facing a shortage of food. The network has asked
international organizations to provide emergency food supplies for the Karenni IDPs.

OnJan. 17, the junta’s indiscriminate aerial bombing killed three civilians including a 7-year-
old girl in a displacement camp in Kayah State’s Hpruso Township.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-planes-bomb-village-sheltering-
displaced-karenni-civilians.html

Thousands face food shortage after junta plane bombs camp for displaced people in
eastern Myanmar

‘People are starting to think the military aircraft will drop bombs every time they see
green tents,’ one rescue worker said

Esther ) | Published on Feb 28, 2022

Displaced people in Myale village tract flee as
military offensives are edging closer to there on
Sunday (Karenni State IDP Rescue and Care
Network)

A Myanmar military fighter jet bombed a village
in Karenni State where displaced people where
sheltering in tents in the early hours of Sunday
morning, forcing them to flee along with local
residents, rescue workers said.

About 3,000 people fled the attack on Lobarkho village, which sits along the road linking
Taungoo in Bago Region to the Karenni capital of Loikaw, when a bomb landed near the
village hospital at around 1am, destroying a house.

No one was injured in the attack, according to a displaced woman who was sheltering in a
tent in the village.

Both she and a local rescue worker told Myanmar Now that there had been no fighting in
the area between the junta’s forces and resistance groups. Lobarkho village is 19 miles from
Demoso, where there have been fierce clashes recently.

The internally displaced people (IDPs) who fled Lobarkho are now staying in the forest, and
are scared to camp out in the open again in case their settlements become targets for junta
aircraft, said the worker from the Karenni State IDP Rescue and Care Network.
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“People are starting to think the military aircraft will drop bombs every time they see green
tents,” he told Myanmar Now. “They were staying in temporary tents in the village but they
don’t dare to do that anymore.”

Those who fled left many of their belongings behind and are in urgent need of warm
clothes, blankets, and other basics in the forest.

“They’re in so much trouble right now,” the rescue worker said. “The majority of them
couldn’t even bring extra clothes or food. There is going to be a food shortage very soon.”

As well as targeting civilian IDP camps, the junta was also blocking supply routes to the area,
he added. “They’re cutting off one necessity after another to the region. The people are
going to starve to death very soon. We need both local and international help as soon as
possible,” he said.

Over the weekend his team has also been trying to evacuate nearly 4,000 IDPs from another
village in Demoso called Myale because military offensives are edging closer to there, he
added.

Over the past two months, the military has bombed IDP camps five times in the Karenni
townships of Hpruso and Demoso, according to local news reports verified by Myanmar
Now. At least nine civilians were killed in the bombings.

Karenni, also known as Kayah, has become a stronghold of the armed resistance against the
junta since last year’s military coup. The junta has responded with brutal force,
often targeting civilians, while cutting of internet and phone services.

Between February 16 and 21, the Myanmar military launched 21 airstrikes and fired over
500 artillery shells in its bid to crush the resistance in the state, according to the Karenni
Nationalities Defence Force (KNDF).

The junta’s chief minister for the state, Zaw Myo Tin, said during a meeting in Naypyitaw on
February 13 that the military was still trying to stabilise the situation in Demoso and Hpruso,
according to a leaked report of the meeting.

Resistance forces in Nan Mei Khon, which was a KNDF stronghold, were forced to retreat
from the area when military jets carried out bombings on February 23 and 24.

Two thirds of Karenni’s 300,000 residents have been forced from their homes amid attacks
by the military over the past year, according to the Karenni Civil Society Network.

Junta officials could not be reached for comment. Myanmar Now has been unable to
contact resistance groups in the area because of the communications blackout.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/thousands-face-food-shortage-after-junta-plane-
bombs-camp-for-displaced-people-in-eastern
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Villagers Flee To Hsihseng Township
By SHAN - February 27, 2022

More than 2,000 villagers displaced by escalating fighting between regime forces and
Karenni resistance groups in the Mobye area have fled to Hsihseng Township, about 50
miles northeast in southern Shan State

-1

IDPs at HseHseng

Many fled shelling from Loilin Lay village tract
located in Loikaw Township in Karenni State,
according to a man from Hsihseng Township
requesting anonymity.

e L 7 %= % A male volunteer helping them, who also asked that
his name not be published, said some of the displaced villagers were in Hsihseng town for
the second time. After returning home thinking the violence had stopped, they had to flee

again when fresh fighting started.

”"We provided them with shelter and food,” says the man. But he’s worried about how long
they’ll be able to help them, as the number of those in need is increasing due to the conflict,
but fewer and fewer donors are available.

The villagers are housed in a Buddhist monastery in Htisel Hka and in camps in Yay Phyu,
Nawng Htor, Tawng Lagaru, Awng Kalap, Kawng Hto, Nawng Bo Kantawlay and Hsihseng
Phayaphyu villages.

Fighting in southern Shan State has escalated after the regime sent in large numbers of
troops and armoured vehicles and attacked resistance groups and civilians with airstrikes.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24718

Junta Stokes Division Attempting To Quell Ethnic Resistance In Putao
By Network Media Group | Monday, February 28, 2022

¥l The regime has long pursued a divide-and-conquer
strategy against Burma’s many ethnic groups, said Col
Naw Bu, spokesperson of the Kachin Independence
Organisation (KIO). Recently, ethnic People’s Militia
Forces were called up to assist the military in battles
against Kachin resistance forces fighting the
dictatorship in Putao District.

This month, the military called in the Rawng PMF, led
by Tang Gu Tang, after fighting intensified with the KIO’s armed wing, the Kachin
Independence Army (KIA), which is backed by the People’s Defence Force (PDF).
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“Sometimes the Burma Army (BA) would order a local PMF to fight with us, and other times
to guide them,” says the KIO spokesperson.

He said the military has recently trained hundreds of PMF fighters in the area. The PMF has
also coerced civilians to participate in basic military training that started last May in Putao,
Nogmung and Kawnglanghpu townships.

A man, who didn’t want to be named, said the military launched an airstrike on Sumpyi
where Jinghpaw and Lisu live after the KIA and the PDF attacked a BA camp nearby. After
the regime moved more troops into their area, everyone was worried that more fighting
was imminent.

Col Naw Bu said that fighting has been going on since the beginning of February and last
week they were fighting on Shin Kap Mountain near the village, which started after the KIA
and the PDF ambushed a regime convoy carrying food and military equipment on the road
from Putao to Myitkyina. The KIA has also attacked camps at Lon Shar Yang, Tang Ja, N’se
Yang, Hpert Mar villages.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/02/28/17996

Putao IDP: We’ve Lost Hope For Our Future

KNG | 28th February 2022

KNG spoke to one of the 5,000 civilians forced to flee
recent fighting between the military and the Kachin
Independence Army (KIA), backed by a People’s
Defence Force (PDF), in Putao Township, where many
people now live in jungle camps in northern Kachin
State.

Can you provide an update about the internally
displaced persons (IDP) who fled the clashes near Lon
Shar Yang, village-tract and around N’se Yang and Hpert Mar villages?

The Burma Army (BA) has launched an offensive against the KIA and the PDF in Putao area
using heavy weapons and flying airstrikes in the area. Shelling has landed near civilian
villages. Because of this, some people have sought refuge in Putao town, but many have fled
into the jungle. Some people have also fled to Myitkyina to seek shelter. Some people have
returned to their village to check their homes and then return to their jungle camp.

How many people are sleeping in the jungle? How many days have y’all been there?

Most of the IDPs are senior citizens and children. We live in a bamboo hut with a plastic
roof. A few people go to check the situation in the village and then return to the jungle
camp. They go to get food from our village. When it rains, it’s very difficult living here. It was
very hard running away from our village; we didn’t have any time to prepare to leave. Some
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elderly people couldn’t walk that long. We asked for help, however, nobody could pick us up
because the price of petrol in Putao has soured. We feel desperate and broken. And we’ve
lost hope for our future.

Can you tell us what’s going to happen? What’s the current situation on the ground? Do
you expect that it’ll get worse?

| think the clashes will continue in our area because the the BA column is still present in our
area. | heard they’ve already installed artillery and mortars in Hpert Mar village. We've
padlocked our house and left our animals inside. Both armies are very close to each other
and we worry about fighting happen inside of our village.

What kind of assistance do the IDPs need?

We need tarps and dried food. Although, we can get rice from our village, we still cannot
send it to the mill. We mainly need food rations, tarps and medicine.

How many have fled to the jungle and how many to Putao town?

The Lisu have gone to Putao. And there’s about 100 IDPs in our jungle camp, mainly elderly,
women and children.

How many villages in Putao have fled?

All the people from Hpert Mar village have fled to Putao. There are more than 800 houses in
the Lon Shar Yang village area. People from Mazup Yang, Tang Ja Yang, Wadat, Masuam
Zup, Sumpyi Yang, Madi Yang, N’seng Yang and Dindu Yang villages have all fled the fighting.
| think there’s more than 5,000 people living in the jungle. In Sumpyi Yang and Madi Yang,
there’s no one left.

The fighting has been going on for three weeks now. Do you know how many clashes and
deaths there have been?

Until 22 February, | think there have already been more than ten clashes but can’t say for
sure. I've heard that nearly 100 BA soldiers were killed in the clashes. | don’t know how
many KIA and PDF soldiers have died. | also heard that soldiers were wounded during the
clashes. About 200 BA soldiers are stationed in Sumpyi and Hpert Mar villages.

Is there anything else you’d like to add?

We’re worried about our security and that the BA will target our IDP leaders. If these
leaders run away, the other villagers will be very upset. It’s difficult to send rice to the rice
mill in our area and the road between Putao and Myitkyina is closed so we’re worried about
food shortages soon.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/02/28/putao-idp-weve-lost-hope-for-our-future/
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Junta thrusts knife into the heart of Myanmar democracy

By Mizzima Editorial |

AN Myanmar’s military junta is threatening to dissolve
political parties if they do not submit to an audit by
the junta-controlled Union Election Commission

(UEC).

This is no surprise. Some might argue that democracy
is already dead and buried in the Golden Land as a
result of the February 2021 military coup and the
imprisoning of the civilian-elected leaders including

democracy icon Aung San Suu Kyi.

But the statement by the UEC made on 23 February is a chilling reminder that the military
generals are not just intent on killing and imprisoning those who step out of line, they seek
to strangle the people’s voice in the running of their country.

This week the UEC said the National League for Democracy (NLD) and the Shan Nationalities
League for Democracy (SNLD) political parties will be prosecuted and face dissolution for
refusing to submit to their audit by a deadline of 14 February, now extended until 9 March.
If the parties do not submit to auditing, the registration of a political party can be suspended
for up to three years and if the party fails to comply with the directive before the end of the
suspension period the registration of the political party shall be revoked and the party shall
be dissolved.

The statement by the UEC gained little media coverage or comment, in part because
Myanmar’s democratic forces are on a war footing and are discarding the legislative actions
of a regime that they claim has no legitimacy.

Yet the move to block political parties - including the popular party of Aung San Suu Kyi - has
chilling implications for any attempt by the junta to present the country with a chance to
vote in an election they have penciled in for 2023.

If the junta-controlled UEC “officially” removes the NLD and other parties from being able to
take part in a faux democratic election under the military-written 2008 Constitution, the
vast majority of the people of Myanmar will have little choice but to buck the regime’s
move.

The statement appears to confirm fears that 1 February 2021 was the starting date of a
process by the Myanmar military to remove the red flag and peacock from their “disciplined
democracy” experiment and to make sure any sham democratic party system they bring in
only reflects the will of the men in green.

The charging and sentencing of Aung San Suu Kyi, as well as other NLD members, and the
use of laws and due process by the UEC, only seek to thrust a knife into the heart of
democracy.
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The 23 February UEC statement is yet one more reminder for the people that the only
option worth considering is the total removal of the military junta from power.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/junta-thrusts-knife-heart-myanmar-democracy

Myanmar Junta Chief Hands Golden Triangle Resorts to Associates
By THE IRRAWADDY | 28 February 2022

Myanmar’s regime leader Min Aung Hlaing has handed his associates a hotel and casino in
the Shan State border town of Tachileik in the Golden Triangle drug and gambling hotspot.

Min Aung Hlaing’s son and one of his wife’s former school pupils are rumored to have been
handed the Golden Triangle Mountain Resort and Regina Resort, which has a casino and golf
course, during the dictator’s trip to Kengtung, Shan State, in mid-February, a businessman
told The Irrawaddy. Both properties are on military-controlled land and Regina has the only
golf course in Tachileik.

Min Aung Hlaing’s son Aung Pyae Sone and U Aung Myo Min Din, a hotelier who reportedly
has close ties to the regime leader, will operate the firms, the source said.

U Aung Myo Min Din was taught by Min Aung Hlaing’s wife, Daw Kyu Kyu Hla, at high school
and has been granted a chain of premier hotels and resorts since Min Aung Hlaing became
commander-in-chief in 2011.

The Amazing Keng Tong Resort where the Kengtung
Palace once stood.

The regime confiscated the businesses from a Thai
company after its coup last year and ordered that
they be handed over by the end of last month. The
Thai company had a 30-year lease for the firms which
was not due to expire for eight years.

“No hotel can be run in Tachileik without the approval of the military. Most of the owners
are only nominally in charge [as the real owners are generals],” the source told The
Irrawaddy.

Min Aung Hlaing used to be chief of Triangle Region Command in eastern Shan State, which
is based in Kengtung.

The source suggested U Bo Lay, the owner of the company, UBL, and a key crony in
Tachileik, is expected to act as a frontman for the generals to operate the two businesses. U
Bo Lay is a long-term member of the Tachileik Township Border Committee.

“U Bo Lay is known to have deep military ties over decades. Their interests are inextricably
interwoven with almost every business,” said the source.
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A different source from Tachileik told The Irrawaddy that numerous cronies would like to
take over the operations but U Bo Lay will probably be given the opportunity because of his
close ties to the Triangle Region Command.

“The Thai company also holds the permit to operate the Shan Yoma department store. But it
only focused on the Regina casino and golf course and does not operate the department
store. The Tachileik business community is unhappy about it and this might have played a
part in revoking the Thai license,” said the source.

Regina Resort Golf Course on military-owned land in
Tachileik.

Tachileik business leaders want to run the
department store as the Thai company only runs the
resort and they might have urged the regime to
seize the businesses, including the resort and
department store, from the Thai company, the
source said.

Shan Yoma is a major shopping emporium in central Tachileik.

During his Kengtung trip, Min Aung Hlaing attended a ceremony to build a replica of
Kengtung Palace.

The Kengtung Palace was built by Sao Kawn Kiao Intaleng, the 40th saopha (hereditary chief)
of Kengtung, and completed in 1906. It was seized by the military during its 1962 coup and
used as an office until its demolition in 1991 to make way for a hotel.

Over the years the hotel occasionally changed hands between those with ties to top
generals. In 2015 it was taken over by U Aung Myo Min Din and rebranded as the Amazing
Keng Tong Resort.

The replica palace will be built by the resort.

Min Aung Hlaing and Aung Pyae Sone attended a
ceremony to mark the 100-year anniversary of
Maha Myat Muni Buddha in Kengtung. The
ceremony was attended by Hotel Tachileik owner
U Tun Nay Oo, San Phyo Lin owner U Ar T, 1 G1
Hotel owner U Aung Naing, UBL owner U Bo Lay,
- =1 Min Aung Hlaing’s former personal staff officer U
L|n Zaw Tun Mya Thaha Hospital owner U Tin Hlaing and Golden Triangle Regional News
owner Ko Tun Mongpyat and many other business chiefs.

Gambling has been rampant in Tachileik since the coup last year, mostly operated by
Chinese citizens who hire hotels. It also hosts online gambling operations.
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Ethnic Wa businessmen, backed by the powerful United Wa State Army, operate numerous
hotels and casinos in Tachileik along with hotels run by junta-linked militias and military-
operating hotels.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-chief-hands-golden-triangle-
resorts-to-associates.html

Myanmar Democracy Activists Hold Rallies in Support of Ukraine
By THE IRRAWADDY | 28 February 2022

Braving the junta’s brutal crackdowns, democracy activists in Myanmar staged protests over
the weekend to show solidarity with the people of Ukraine as they attempt to repel the
ongoing invasion of their country by Russia.

Dozens of young protesters holding pro-democracy banners and Ukrainian flags held flash-
mob protests in Myanmar’s commercial hub Yangon, as well as in Dawei in Tanintharyi
Region in the country’s deep south and Kachin State in the north on Sunday, as their civilian
counterparts in Ukraine grabbed automatic rifles to push back the invading Russians.

Myanmar has been under a military dictatorship since February last year. Since then the
whole country has been resisting the regime by all means at their disposal, from peaceful
protest to armed struggle. So far, more than 1,500 civilians have been killed by the regime.

Until May last year, Ukraine had links with the Myanmar military, with arms exports and
technology transfers. Despite this, the Russian invasion of the second-largest country in
Europe last week has enraged Myanmar democracy activists, who feel a connection with
Ukraine’s civilians as they take up arms to defend their land.

Young democracy activists in Yangon show solidarity with
the people of Ukraine on Sunday. / Lu Nge Khit

been fighting for freedom and democracy to another.
Beyond the moral support, however, Myanmar and
Ukraine have a common enemy. To the Ukrainians, Russian President Vladimir Putin is their
invader. To the Myanmar people, Russia is a close ally of the Myanmar regime, supplying it
with military hardware, among other kinds of support.

Raising a three-finger salute, Raymond, a member of the Democracy Movement Strike
Committee (Dawei), said Myanmar’s anti-regime movement, known as the Spring
Revolution, felt solidarity with the oppressed people of Ukraine.

“We are inspired by Ukraine’s war in defense of democracy. Like them, the Myanmar Spring
Revolution will continue to fight for our freedom until we win,” he said in a video. Behind
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him a group of young activists held placards reading “Glory to Ukraine” and “Putin Must
Fail.”

He said if Putin won in Ukraine, it would give a boost to the military regime in Myanmar and
to the enemies of democracy everywhere.

“The world is a scary place right now. But we’re all in this together, and when people unite
we can accomplish anything. Slava Ukraini! Democracy must prevail!” he said.

Young democracy activists in Kachin State show
solidarity with the people of Ukraine on Sunday.

In Yangon, a more challenging environment for
protesters, given the regime’s brutal crackdowns in
the city, a group of young activists staged a flash
mob protest, shouting anti-regime slogans and
waving placards bearing slogans like “In Solidarity with Ukraine.” Fortunately, the protest
was uninterrupted and protesters successfully dispersed.

In Kachin State in Myanmar’s north, more than a dozen ethnic Kachin young people held a
rally to show their support for Ukraine. Some rally participants painted their faces in the
Ukrainian flag while others held placards reading “Save Ukraine” and “Stop War.”

Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government said on Friday that it condemned the
Russian war against Ukraine and its people, adding “Myanmar stands in solidarity with the
people of Ukraine.”

While Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has been globally condemned, the Myanmar regime has
taken a different approach.

In an apparent attempt to show its gratitude to Russia for its support, the regime said Russia
was acting to maintain its sovereignty and praised Moscow for what it called its role in
balancing global power.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-democracy-activists-hold-rallies-in-
support-of-ukraine.html
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