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Special attention given to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s health and living situation: SAC
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Survivors haunted by Myanmar army massacre in Sagaing
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Special attention given to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s health and living situation: SAC
spokesperson

PUBLISHED 3 JULY 2022

Naypyidaw-State Administrative Council (SAC)
Spokesperson Major General Zaw Min Tun says special
attention is being given to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s health
and living situation after she was transferred from house
arrest to Naypyidaw prison on June 22.

At the press conference, one of the media outlets asked
the SAC’s comment about the declaration of the ASEAN
Special Envoy who urged its military rulers not to hold deposed leader Aung San Suu Kyi in
prison.

Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun answered the question raised by one of the media outlets that “no
one is above the law. They are now making arrangements and special attentions to
her[former state counselor] in regards as health, food and living situation.”

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi already received 11-year in jail for six charges and she was
transferred from house arrest to prison facilities in Nay Pyi Taw Prison on June 22.

She has been sentenced to 11 years in prison for six charges. She is still facing 13 more
charges for which she is attending weekly hearings held at the special court in new cell of
detention in Nay Pyi Taw.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/special-attention-given-to-daw-aung-san-suu-kyis-
health-and-living-situation-sac-spokesperson

Dialogue with Suu Kyi 'not impossible', says Myanmar ruling military

PUBLISHED 3 JULY 2022

NAYPYIDAW (AFP) - Dialogue between Myanmar's
ruling military and ousted leader Aung San Suu Kyi to
end the bloody crisis unleashed by the toppling of
her government last year is "not impossible", the
ruling military spokesman told AFP on Friday (July 1).

The South-east Asian nation has been in chaos since
the putsch, with renewed fighting with ethnic rebel
groups, dozens of "People's Defence Forces"
springing up to fight the military government and the economy in tatters.

Ms Aung San Suu Kyi, 77, has been kept virtually incommunicado by the military and was
recently transferred from house arrest to solitary confinement while she faces multiple trials
that could see her sentenced to more than 150 years in jail.
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"There is nothing impossible in politics," ruling military spokesman Zaw Min Tun told AFP
when asked if the military government could enter into dialogue with Ms Suu Kyi to resolve
the turmoil.

"We cannot say that (negotiations with Suu Kyi) are impossible."

"Several countries" had urged opening dialogue with the Nobel laureate, he said, without
giving details.

Diplomatic efforts led by the Association of South-east Asian Nations (Asean) - of which
Myanmar is a member - have so far failed to halt the bloodshed.

Last year, the bloc agreed on a "five-point consensus", which calls for a cessation of violence
and constructive dialogue, but the military government has largely ignored it.

Asean envoy and Cambodian Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn arrived in Myanmar on
Wednesday for his second visit aimed at kickstarting dialogue between the ruling military
and opponents to its rule.

He met Senior General Min Aung Hlaing on Thursday, and on Friday met members of several
political parties in the military-built capital Naypyitaw, SAC spokesman said.

The ruling military has said he will not be allowed to visit Ms Suu Kyi.

"We have performed whatever she asked for related to her health and living situation," Mr
Zaw Min Tun said regarding Ms Suu Kyi's new living conditions in prison.

Fighting continues across swathes of the country, with local media reporting killing and
burning sprees by military troops as they struggle to crush opposition to the military
takeover.

Almost 700,000 people have been forced to flee their homes since the putsch, the United
Nations said in May.

On Thursday, Thailand scrambled F-16 fighter aircraft after a Myanmar jet involved in
clashes with anti-military fighters near its border violated its airspace, officials said.

China's foreign minister was due to land in Myanmar on Friday for a regional meeting, in
what will be Beijing's highest-profile visit to Myanmar since the military takeover.

It was unclear whether a meeting between Mr Wang Yi and Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
would take place, SAC spokesman said.

China is a major arms supplier and ally of the ruling military and has refused to label the
military's power grab a "coup".

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/dialogue-with-suu-kyi-not-impossible-says-myanmar-
ruling-military
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NLD Members Found Dead With Signs of Torture After Detention by Myanmar Troops
By THE IRRAWADDY | 4 July 2022

Two National League for Democracy (NLD) members who were detained by the regime last
week alongside party lawmaker U Kyaw Myo Min were found dead near a village in Mon
State’s Bilin Township on Saturday. U Kyaw Myo Min is an elected state MP representing the
township.

U Pan Myint, 55, and U Ko Ko Maung, 52, were captured along with U Kyaw Myo Min, and
arms and ammunition were reportedly seized from them, after they encountered 100 junta
troops near the village of Lel Ka Te on June 22.

A local resistance fighter said: “They were bound and taken to Dawkangyi Village
monastery, where they were beaten during interrogation. U Pan Myint and U Ko Ko Maung
were shot dead on June 30. We collected their bodies after villagers reported [the incident]
to us.”

Their bodies were badly disfigured when they were found. Ousted lawmaker U Kyaw Myo
Min, who is also the chairman of the Bilin Township NLD, was so badly injured during
interrogation that he could barely walk, his colleagues said. His current condition is not
known, they said.

A spokesman for the Karen National Liberation Army’s Brigade 1 based in Mon State’s
Thaton District said U Pan Myint and U Ko Ko Maung were brutally tortured before being
executed.

U Kyaw Myo Min won a seat representing Bilin Township in the Mon State Parliament in the
2020 general election, whose results the regime scrapped. He has been in hiding since the
regime issued an arrest warrant and opened incitement and terrorism cases against him
over his participation in anti-coup protests.

It is still unclear which military unit’s forces arrested him. Units under the 8th Military
Operations Command based in Tanintharyi Region’s Dawei and units of the military’s
Division 44 are active in the area.

The troops involved in the arrest advanced from Mae Pali strategic hill in Bilin through
eastern Karen State before withdrawing to Bilin. Locals allege that the troops abducted
villagers for forced labor and destroyed and looted houses in the villages they passed
through.

It is widely alleged that the regime was responsible for bomb blasts at NLD offices in Bilin,
Kyaikto and Thaton townships in Mon State in October last year.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/nld-members-found-dead-with-signs-of-torture-
after-detention-by-myanmar-troops.html
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‘We are selling everything’: Resistance groups struggle to arm fighters

JULY 4, 2022 | By FRONTIER

PDF fighters gather in Shauk Khar village in Ayadaw
Township in February. (Mar Naw | Frontier)

With no financial support from the international
community, the National Unity Government is
working to raise funds for the resistance, but many
) » ® groups fighting on the frontlines don’t have enough
'Y ) “; : ,;'\(’ money to arm more than a fraction of their fighters.

"

“Hello, please ask for our account number to make a donation...we will respond as soon as
we have internet connection,” reads an English translation of the automated response sent
from the Facebook page of People’s Defence Force-Kalay Battalion 1.

This is a common form of outreach for many resistance groups in Myanmar, which are
relying on online followings and innovative social media crowdfunding to sustain their
revolution against the military junta.

PDF-Kalay Battalion 1 operates in Kalay Township in Sagaing Region and has over 102,000
followers on Facebook, where it regularly posts videos and pictures of training and various
community outreach initiatives.

Most prospective donors communicate with the group over Facebook messenger before
sending money through online transfer systems like K Pay and Wave Money. However,
internet restrictions and regular power outages make virtual fundraising a challenge.

Despite some financial support from the National Unity Government, the group depends on
these followers for donations to purchase weapons, equipment, food and medicine. Even
together, the money raised is still only enough to arm a fraction of the resistance fighters
who joined the revolution in opposition to last year’s coup and subsequent crackdown on
peaceful protesters.

Under-funded and under-armed

PDF-Kalay, which has nine battalions, is one of many anti-coup armed groups that operate
under the command of the NUG.

Dr Sasa, a spokesperson for the NUG as well as its Minister for International Cooperation,
told Frontier that resistance groups fall into one of three categories: those that operate
directly under the NUG’s Ministry of Defence, those that are under the command of an
ethnic armed organisation allied with the NUG, and all others. The first category includes
groups founded by the NUG and those that formed independently and later submitted to
the parallel government’s authority.

Dr Sasa maintained that all groups, even those that are unaffiliated with the NUG, still look
to the parallel government for guidance. Altogether, he estimated that there are almost 2
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million resistance fighters in the country. Frontier has not been able to independently verify
either of these claims.

Dr Sasa claimed that there are more than 270 PDF battalions under the NUG’s control, and
another 500 “local defence force organisations” that are cooperating with the NUG to
varying degrees. The NUG claims to have formed these 270 PDFs and that they operate
entirely under its chain of command, whereas local defence forces are formed organically
and operate more independently.

While PDF-Kalay falls within the first category, loyalty to the NUG does not guarantee that it
receives the funds needed to send all of its fighters into combat. In May, PDF-Kalay Battalion
1 received a one-time transfer of K7 million (around $3,780), but this wasn’t enough to buy
even a single gun at the current inflated prices, and the group had to solicit the remaining
money from donors.

“I bought an M4-Carbine the other day for K15 million [around $8,200]. It used to be K6
million [around $3,280] but the brokers overcharge and continuously cheat people,”
explained Japangyi, the pseudonym used by a fighter who oversees fundraising efforts.

“But there are so few guns for sale nowadays that we don’t have a choice — when a gun
comes along we have to buy it.”

He said they requested a second transfer from the NUG, which was agreed to on paper, but
they have yet to receive it. Along with money, Japangyi said that they received a shipment
of around 15,000 bullets from the NUG to be divided among the nearly 1,200 fighters in
PDF-Kalay’s nine battalions. Of the more than 200 fighters in Battalion 1, only 20 are armed
and actively fighting at any given time, while another 20 plant landmines, according to
Japangyi. The remaining members spend their time training or guarding the camp.

With so few fighters equipped for the frontlines, the group is often outnumbered by junta
soldiers in the field of battle. Japangyi explained that while the group has occasionally
engaged directly with the military, most of the time they can only afford to plant landmines
then quickly retreat before the situation escalates.

“In most battles we have to leave right after we attack because of disproportionate weapon
power and low ammunition,” he noted. “We usually attack like this three to five times a
month. Sometimes we clash [with the military] for a few days, but we don’t have enough
money or ammunition.”

Sagaing Region, where PDF-Kalay operates, has become the epicentre of violence in the
country, with regular clashes, civilian massacres and arson attacks on villages. The Institute
of Strategy and Policy that 15,530 homes have been destroyed in Sagaing Region
as of May 26, the most out of any state or region.

U Htin Linn Aung, the NUG’s Minister of Communications, Information and Technology,
confirmed to Frontier during a press conference on June 22 that the parallel government’s
Ministry of Defence has raised $44 million. He said that most of this was allocated to
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“practice, ammunition, allies who are injured and also some other emergency and
administrative expenses.”

The NUG’s new cashflow marks an increase from its earlier published by the
NUG Ministry of Defence on its six-month anniversary in March. In the earlier budget, it
claimed to have raised $30 million in public donations, around $25.5 million of which went
to PDFs with just over $2 million going to other resistance groups.

But even with that increase, the NUG is still drastically short of its estimated budget needs.

In an interview with Frontier on June 10, the spokesperson for the NUG President’s Office, U
Kyaw Zaw, said the NUG estimates it needs an $800 million budget — $100 million more
than the first estimate it published in September and more than 16 times the current
operating budget.

Both Dr Sasa and Kyaw Zaw recognise that this deficit means they are not able to fully
support all resistance fighters in the country.

“l can understand that there will be frustration from our freedom fighters on the ground on
why it is taking so long for us to reach them,” said Dr Sasa. “Until today we don’t have
international support to overthrow this military genocidal dictatorship. The reality is that we
have so many difficulties, but we are doing everything we possibly can.”

The NUG and many of the armed resistance groups point to the lack of financial support
from the international community as a key reason for why resistance groups are under
armed.

The European Union, United States, the United Kingdom and Canada, have imposed
sanctions on military-linked individuals and entities while expressing rhetorical support for
the NUG. But while they have made efforts to cut off funding to the military, they have not
taken any action to increase funding to the resistance, including declining to give the NUG
access to $1 billion in foreign reserves that was frozen by the US after the coup.

In a recent for the Center for Strategic and International Studies, Mr Michael Martin,
an adjunct fellow with the centre’s Southeast Asia Program, wrote that based on self-
assessments by PDFs and ethnic armed organisations (EAOs), it would cost less than $30
million to supply each operational group with the weapons they would need to overthrow
the junta. These include a “supply of 50-100 Singer-like missiles and a few thousand
military-grade M4 automatic rifles”. The total cost would be less than the $1 billion sitting
idle in frozen reserves.

Martin told Frontier that even though in military terms “anything below a billion dollars is
not a significant amount”, no foreign government has stepped in to help.

When asked about funding and military support to the NUG, the US embassy and Global
Affairs Canada both dodged the question, pointing instead to their engagement with and
support for the pro-democracy movement in general. The UK took a more decisive stance.
An embassy spokesperson told Frontier that “increasing the flow of weapons into the
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country will only serve to increase casualties, mass displacement and the already dire
humanitarian situation.”

Mr Zachary Abuza, a professor at the National War College in Washington DC and an adjunct
at Georgetown University who focuses on Southeast Asian politics and security, says that
the reason the NUG has not received foreign funding from these countries, especially the
US, is because Myanmar is considered “such a low priority”.

“Other than values like the promotion of democracy, Myanmar just doesn’t matter. It
doesn’t threaten us [the US] directly, there is no compelling security argument,” said Abuza.

He contrasted the situation in Myanmar to the Russian invasion of Ukraine, where Western
governments rushed to supply money and arms.

Abuza said this is largely due to the “Euro-centric” nature of American foreign policy and the
threat that a country like Russia poses to the US — a threat that the Myanmar military does
not pose. He also noted that governments like the US see the war in Ukraine as an invasion
of a sovereign state, while the war in Myanmar is a civil conflict and thus “a matter of
internal affairs.”

But for those in Myanmar sacrificing everything, these arguments fall on deaf ears.

“The people of Myanmar have given as much as they can. In some places like Sagaing, they
even take out their earrings and their belongings to give to PDFs. We are asking the
international community to support every possible means that they can, including lethal and
non-lethal support,” said Dr Sasa.

“We could end this war against terror if we can get international support — if we got 5
percent of what the Ukraine is getting, we could have ended this nightmare a long time

Anti-coup protesters call for international
intervention during a demonstration outside the US
embassy in Yangon in February 2021. (Frontier)

NUG spread thin

But with foreign military aid still looking very unlikely,
resistance groups are forced to scrape by. The NUG is
- tight-lipped about how money is allocated — Kyaw
Zaw said it’s “distributed based on military need” and refused to elaborate.

m: © €
Save us, US & UNS(
; Military coup |

Even some of the most prominent PDFs, like Myanmar Royal Dragon Army (MRDA), say they
are not receiving the funds they need to arm all their soldiers, and are actually turning away
new recruits.

The MRDA, which is headquartered in Pale Township in Sagaing Region, has around 5,000
soldiers in four battalions across four regions. Most of them are armed with nothing but a
Tumi hunting rifle, according to the group’s leader Bo Nagar. The PDF received a relatively
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large sum of K42 million ($22,650) from the NUG last November to manufacture weapons,
then nothing.

In May, after months of waiting, the MRDA published a to the NUG on Facebook,
criticising Minister of Defence U Yee Mon for failing to follow up on assurances he made
during a meeting with the group in March. Bo Nagar told Frontier that it was meant to serve
as a reminder.

“Because they are so busy, we were worried they would forget,” he said. “We know the
NUG is trying to meet all the demands, but we hope that they will get a better system to
provide for the PDFs.”

The reminder worked. The MRDA received a second transfer of K32 million ($17,255) — a
larger payday than many smaller PDFs, but still only enough for a handful of guns.

Beyond the shortfall in weapons, the lack of money also means that resistance fighters are
not receiving any kind of salary. When asked whether fighters were paid, the
representatives from resistance groups laughed.

“Our members are not paid a salary because they are volunteering to fight against the junta
and they want to be free from the military coup. Because resistance fighters are working for
the country, people donate food and money,” explained Bo Nagar.

While some groups like the MRDA get by with donations, fighters from other groups,
particularly smaller battalions with little money to spare, have to work to make ends meet.

Nitrogen, the alias for a fighter from the 300-member Bo Thurein Battalion in PDF-Yinmabin,
told Frontier that many of his comrades can only serve part-time.

“Most of our fighters can no longer support their families. So some members do not stay
with us all the time — they join the fighting then they go back to their villages and resume
their normal work like farming,” he said.

It’s a similar story in neighbouring Magway Region, another resistance stronghold. PDF-
Myaing, the largest resistance group in Myaing Township, can only afford to arm a small
portion of its fighters and paying salaries is out of the question, according to Cross, the
group’s head of operations.

PDF-Myaing, which is also under the command of the NUG, has around 1,500 fighters but
only 100 are currently fighting against junta forces, said Cross. Since August, the group has
received four separate instalments from the NUG, totaling approximately K10 million
(around $5,470). But as the main point of contact between the NUG and other PDFs in the
area, PDF-Myaing has distributed these funds among resistance groups. Much of it also goes
towards training and medical supplies.

When it comes to weapons, PDF-Myaing mostly relies on funds raised independently of the
NUG to purchase guns like AK-47s or M4-Carbines, each of which costs the group between
K10 and K12 million (between $5,470 and $6,560) and are often purchased through brokers.
Cross said that they’ve been able to purchase around 150 guns, mainly in border areas near
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Thailand and India. The NUG did ship the group about 50 M-22 handguns and spare parts in
multiple instalments.

“Most of our support comes from the people who are donating,” said Cross. “We have
regular communication with the NUG and its weapons procurement team, including
Defence Minister U Yee Mon. We have a meeting every 15 days with them where we tell
them what we need, but we have not yet received very much.”

One of these procurement teams is the People Soldiers’ Production Team (PSPT), a vast
network overseen by defectors working to equip PDFs with arms and train fighters to
manufacture their own equipment.

Nyi Thuta, a former military captain who defected in March 2021, works as a focal person
for the PSPT. He says there are around 100 groups in the network — some are directly under
the NUG while others have more informal arrangements with the parallel government. But
even though his team works under the NUG, only 30pc of their budget is paid for — the
remainder is covered by donations.

“We don’t have enough money, but because there are hundreds of teams that the NUG is
supporting we have to make do with what we have. The NUG also has to send money to
PDFs,” said Nyi Thuta.

Children watch houses burn in Sagaing Region, where the
military has torched thousands of homes. (Supplied |
MRDA)

Funding the resistance

Since it formed last April, the NUG has launched creative
fundraising efforts to solicit donations. In August, it
unveiled the Spring Lottery, where donors could buy
tickets to support striking civil servants with the chance to win a cash prize. The lottery
was suspended in May due to security concerns but is expected to start up again soon.

The NUG also sold $100 shares to Min Aung Hlaing’s Yangon home in April, an initiative
which raised $7 million as of early June.

But Dr Sasa said that the most lucrative fundraising strategy has been the “revolution
bonds”, which were introduced in November and raised more than $6 million on the first
day of sales. The bonds are valid for two years and are interest-free. He said that 100,000
bonds have been sold so far, with the price ranging between $100 and $5,000, accounting
for around $38 million in funds raised.

The NUG relies heavily on supporters outside of Myanmar, some who donate individually
and others who serve as proxies for the parallel government in hosting fundraising events.

Pencilo, a Myanmar activist who works with the NUG’s Ministry of Planning, Finance and
Investment, has been one of the most active fundraisers. Her Project Dragonfly initiative,
aimed at funding anti-aircraft weapons, raised over S1 million in its first six days.
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Kyaw Zaw explained that the NUG has to continue introducing new fundraising mechanisms
to maintain public interest.

“Overtime, donations have dwindled, so we have to fill our budget in various ways,” he said.
“Once a government is in place, the country may receive revenue through taxes, but in the
current situation, our funding and budget needs are based on the donations of the people.”

The NUG’s latest fundraising scheme, announced on June 1, is a mobile application, called
NUG Pay, through which people can securely make donations and transfer money, though
details on the security features have been scarce. Dr Sasa explained that the purpose of the
new payment app is to “do something that the Central Bank should be dealing with if it
weren’t being controlled by the junta”.

The app launched officially on June 26, along with a digital kyat, and can be used in
Myanmar and will also be available for download in countries with large diasporas like
Thailand, Singapore, South Korea, Australia and the United Kingdom.

But even though the NUG continues to find new and innovative ways of raising money, it
still falls well short of its estimated budget needs, leaving resistance groups, especially
smaller ones without a big online following, struggling to find their own ways to raise
money.

“If you give one freedom fighter $20 to fight Min Aung Hlaing, it doesn’t work, but this is
what the people of Myanmar have been doing,” Dr Sasa said.

Nitrogen, from the Bo Thurein Battalion in PDF-Yinmabin, said his battalion was sent a one
time payment of K1 million (around $540) from the NUG and receives regular donations of
several hundreds dollars from the public. However, like so many other groups, this hasn’t
been enough for the group to stay afloat — most of the fighters have been forced to sell
their personal belongings as well.

“We don’t get as much as we expected from the NUG, but we try to move forward how we
can. We are selling everything — our motorbikes, our jewellery, even household appliances
like kettles,” said Nitrogen. “We would even sell our houses but there is no one who would
buy them because no one has enough money.”

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/we-are-selling-everything-resistance-groups-
struggle-to-arm-fighters/

Resistance Fighters Killed in Firefight With Myanmar Regime Troops
By THE IRRAWADDY | 4 July 2022

Eight resistance fighters were killed during a firefight with Myanmar junta soldiers in Wetlet
Township, Sagaing Region, on Sunday, according to people’s defense forces (PDFs).

On Sunday morning, several PDFs attacked around 100 troops near Minywa village in the
township.
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The troops had burned houses in four villages in the east of Wetlet on Saturday and Sunday.

PDF videos show resistance fighters, mostly armed with improvised firearms, fighting
regime troops armed with automatic weapons and explosives.

During 90 minutes of fighting, six regime soldiers were killed and four others injured,
claimed Wetlet PDF, which coordinated the attack.

The Irrawaddy was unable to independently confirm the military casualties.
Meanwhile, eight resistance fighters were killed and others wounded, the PDFs said.

The corpses of PDF members killed in fighting with
junta troops near Minywa village, Wetlet Township,
Sagaing Region, on Sunday. / Pro-junta Kyaw Swar
Telegram Channel

A pro-regime Telegram channel posted photos of eight
dead PDF members with homemade firearms.

The troops had used civilian detainees as human
shields and killed them, Wetlet PDF said.

On Monday, the troops continued to raid and burn villages, another PDF said.

On June 29, nine PDF members, including four teenagers from the Generation Z Special Task
Force in Wetlet, were executed by regime forces after they were detained in adjacent
Shwebo Township to attend medical training.

Faced with daily attacks from resistance groups and ethnic armed organizations, the regime
has committed atrocities, including arbitrary arrests, killing civilians, burning alive,
massacres, using civilians as human shields, aerial bombardment and shelling of residential
areas and looting and burning houses.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/resistance-fighters-killed-in-firefight-with-
myanmar-regime-troops.html

Survivors haunted by Myanmar army massacre in Sagaing

Eyewitnesses to the brutal killing of 28 civilians in Ye-U Township recall a junta attack that
was found to have been documented by the soldiers themselves

Ko Cho | Published on Jul 3, 2022

No one will stay in the eastern parts of Mone Taing Pin anymore, where locals claim that
dogs how! without provocation, putrid odours materialise and vanish, and shadowy figures
are spotted only to disappear before they can be identified.

In May, the military massacred nearly 30 people in this village in Sagaing Region’s Ye-U
Township. Though the victims’ remains have since been cremated and buried, survivors
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believe, in accordance with Buddhist custom, that their souls cannot transition into the
afterlife until certain religious rituals have been performed.

Sixteen of the victims of the Mone
Taing Pin massacre (Supplied)

Due to continued Myanmar army
attacks, the living have been unable
to make offerings to monks to share
the karmic energy that would guide
their loved ones to the next realm.

“& 1 hvf‘ v % Once a sceptic of such practices,
ol " ) \ :L Mone Taing Pin villager Ko Linn* said

w Min Aung Maung Maung O

he now believes that the ceremony is
necessary, speculating that bone fragments of the victims found in homes burned by junta
troops may be binding the spirits of the deceased to the location.

“We are planning to make donations in the name of the victims so that their spirits can cross
over,” Ko Linn explained. “We will also invite monks to pray for the village and we will
spread consecrated sand all over.”

More than 100 locals were initially detained during a May 10 military raid on the 400-
household Mone Taing Pin, following an attack by a local defence force on a junta column
outside the village that morning.

Twenty-eight of the captives, all men aged 20 to 60, were later found to have been killed.
Three local resistance fighters were also shot dead, bringing the total number of those slain
at the site to 31.

Myanmar Now conducted interviews with five survivors of the attack.

Fifty-year-old Thin Kyi hid in Mone Taing Pin’s monastic library with her husband, Thein
Aung, when soldiers opened fire on the village with guns and artillery on the morning of
May 10.

She recalled bullets hitting the walls around them, and troops entering the compound soon
after, capturing the 100 people who had sought refuge on the religious grounds. They
separated some 30 men from the women, tying their hands with rope, questioning and
beating them.

The remaining women, of whom there were more than 70, were held for three days without
food, another survivor said.

The soldiers released eight elderly men, including U Myint, who described to Myanmar Now
the interrogations that took place.

“They wanted us to say that we were funding the PDF,” he said, referring to the People’s
Defence Force, the armed wing of the civilian National Unity Government (NUG). “They
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asked us where the PDF stayed, and how many PDF members were in the village. We got
beaten when we didn’t know the answers.”

Ten of the men who were detained were killed on May 10, and 18 more the following
morning, he said.

“They had their hands tied behind their backs and were blindfolded,” U Myint added.

He escaped with seven other men after the military left Mone Taing Pin on May 12. The
soldiers reportedly took three monks from the village with them as hostages.

The charred remains of victims of the
massacre found in the houses in the
eastern part of Mone Taing Pin village
(Supplied)

Thein Aung, Thin Kyi’s husband, was last
seen being taken away by the soldiers
from the monastery.

“Run if you see them, or else you will face
the same fate my husband did. They
burned him alive,” she said.

Now a widow raising three children, she told Myanmar Now that she did not expect she
would ever fully recover from the trauma of losing her husband and neighbours to the
junta’s violence.

“Don’t ask me if | hate the military. | will make sure to teach my children to burn with hate
upon hearing the word ‘military,”” she said.

Visual evidence emerges

RFA published photographic and video evidence on June 17 of the military committing
atrocities in a location later determined to likely be Mone Taing Pin. The cache of more than
100 photos and video clips was reportedly found by a villager on a phone in Ayadaw
Township, south of Ye-U, and subsequently turned over to RFA. It is believed to have
belonged to a Myanmar army soldier involved in raids in the area.

A revolutionary force in Sagaing also sent the same files to Myanmar Now on June 23.

In the now widely seen video footage, three soldiers are seen filming themselves discussing
how many people they have killed, and the manner in which they dismembered their
victims.

“I'm an expert in killing,” one of the men—assumed to be the phone’s owner—is heard
saying.

Among the photos recovered from the phone was an image, dated May 10, of around 30
men sitting with their hands tied behind their backs in front of a wooden building, guarded
by three junta soldiers.

Page 15 of 89


https://www.rfa.org/english/news/special/myanmar-soldier-atrocities/

U Win*, a 45-year-old man from Mone Taing Pin, told Myanmar Now that the photo was
taken in the village’s monastery, as RFA also suggested.

“I can identify all of the people in the photo. Of all of them, | think only one survived. The
rest were all killed,” he said.

Villagers seen being held captive by the military
in what is believed to be the Mon Taing Pin
monastery (Supplied)

Other photos, including one from the following
day, show the soldiers standing over bloody
bodies, some of which belonged to men who
RFA sources identified as being present in the
earlier photo of captives in the monastery.

houses in the village, they said.

The bodies of those killed were later burned in

Myanmar Now previously reported that some 30 homes were torched in Mone Taing Pin
during the raid, and that it appeared that the bodies of those found inside belonged to
victims who had been murdered before they were burned.

“There was blood in the front of the houses, so it looks like they were killed outside and
then dragged inside and set on fire,” a villager told Myanmar Now at the time.

RFA contacted the junta spokesperson Gen Zaw Min Tun regarding the evidence, but he
declined to comment until the military had carried out its own investigation into the
incident.

*Some names have been changed to protect the safety of the individuals

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/survivors-haunted-by-myanmar-army-massacre-
in-sagaing

Two civilians killed by Myanmar military airstrikes in Chin State

Resistance groups say the attacks targeted a school and a church, and also left several
people injured

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Jul 4, 2022
Myanmar military aircraft (Myanmar state media)

Two civilians were killed and several others were injured
when Myanmar’s military carried out a series of
airstrikes on two villages in Chin State’s Mindat
Township on Saturday.

Resistance sources in the area said that a school and a
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church were targeted in the attacks on the villages of Tsun Taung and Chat, both located
some 25km north of the town of Mindat.

“There was no fighting there at all before the airstrikes. They just dropped bombs near a
school and a church,” said Yaw Man, a spokesperson for the anti-regime Mindat People’s
Administration Team.

The attacks, which took place at around 11am, were carried out by two fighter jets, he said.

"They dropped three bombs, flew past, and then turned around and dropped two more.
They left after the second bombing. We could see the jets very up-close,” he told Myanmar
Now.

“Churches and schools are places that should never be bombed, but they’re too self-
absorbed to understand that. So we have no choice but to continue fighting with much
more force,” he said.

He added that the bodies of the victims had yet to be identified because they were so badly
disfigured. He also said that the injured included both civilians and resistance fighters.

According to Yaw Man, Chat was also the target of airstrikes carried out in the middle of last
year.

“The jets came from Magway Region and dropped bombs on Chat. Even people living in the
town of Mindat were startled by the attack,” he said.

Myanmar’s military junta has not made any statement on the latest airstrikes or its targeting
of a school and church. In the past, however, it has claimed that such structures have been
used by resistance forces to carry out attacks on regime soldiers.

The junta has also been accused of heavy shelling in the area. Its Mindat-based Infantry
Battalion 274 killed at least four civilians—a 14-year-old boy, two women, and a 70-year-old
man—there last month alone.

Mindat was among the first places in Myanmar to mount an armed resistance struggle
against the regime that seized power in a coup in February of last year.

Chin resistance groups have inflicted heavy casualties on junta forces, resulting in the
military’s growing reliance on air power and heavy artillery to attack regime opponents.

The military has also deployed fighter jets and other military aircraft in Karen (Kayin) State
as clashes there continue to intensify.

Last week, a Myanmar jet deployed to attack Karen forces fighting for control of a military
outpost in the village of Oo Ka Yit Hta, near the Thai border, reportedly entered Thai
airspace.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/two-civilians-killed-by-myanmar-military-
airstrikes-in-chin-state
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Further clashes break out between resistance and junta forces in southern Shan, Karenni
states

Guerrilla forces continue ambushes intended to interrupt junta supply lines, and Myanmar
army assaults on villages displace more civilians

Esther ) | Published on Jul 4, 2022

KNDF members are seen at the Karenni
National Day event on June 21 in Demoso
(Karenni Nationalities Defense Force-KNDF)

The anti-junta Karenni Nationalities Defence
Force (KNDF) launched a lethal attack on a
military vehicle southeast of Loikaw last week,
causing multiple casualties, a spokesperson for
the resistance group said.

The Myanmar army truck in question was reportedly travelling along the road to the
Lawpita hydropower station, some 12 miles southeast of the state capital, when the KNDF
ambushed it on the morning of June 30. A 20-minute clash followed.

“Three personnel inside the vehicle were killed on the spot and another person that came
by motorcycle to check on the situation was also killed,” the group’s information officer told
Myanmar Now.

Among them was a captain, a sergeant and two privates, he added. Before withdrawing, the
KNDF claimed to have seized a pistol, bullets, and two phones that belonged to the
Myanmar army soldiers. They reported no casualties of their own.

Myanmar Now is unable to independently verify the resistance force’s account of the
incident.

Three days earlier near the town of Loilin Lay in northern Loikaw, a military assault forced
residents of 10 villages in Hti Se Khar village tract to flee their homes, a man from one of the
communities told Myanmar Now.

Battalion 1005 within the Southern Shan People’s Defence Force (PDF) released a statement
reporting that the next day, they had launched a counterattack on the column that had
carried out the raids in the area.

At the time of reporting, the villager from Hti Se Khar tract said that the situation had
“calmed down” and that some of those displaced had returned to their homes.

Junta raids on villages around Loilin Lay and subsequent clashes with resistance forces date
back to December of last year, when civilians in the area were also forced to take refuge in
area forests.

Throughout June in Karenni State alone, there were more than 30 battles between the
military and resistance forces. Junta shellings and arson attacks destroyed at least 12 homes
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and two religious buildings, KNDF said in a July 1 statement. More than 200,000 civilians
have been displaced since the fighting began last year.

Across the regional border in southern Shan State’s Moebye Township, the local PDF
chapter—which months ago declared the area a warzone—warned the public on June 28 to
stay away from the junta-occupied village of Wari Tsu Palai due to planned attacks against
Myanmar army forces aimed at cutting off their supply lines.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/further-clashes-break-out-between-resistance-
and-junta-forces-in-southern-shan-karenni-states

Locals in southern Shan State report forced recruitment into Pa-O militia

Villagers say they are being conscripted into a militia operating under the Pa-O National
Organisation and fighting alongside the Myanmar military to crush anti-coup resistance

Esther J | Published on Jul 2, 2022

Young men receiving military training in the Pa-O
Self-Administered Zone in southern Shan State on
June 22 (PNO)

Locals claim that a militia operating under the Pa-O
National Organisation (PNO) has been forcibly
recruiting members from villages across multiple
southern Shan State townships to fight against anti-
junta resistance groups.

The military started a series of renewed assaults on southern Shan State in April, searching
for guerrilla fighters and their bases. Armed forces operating under the PNO have been
described by the resistance as fighting alongside the Myanmar army during clashes in the
region, an allegation which the PNO has denied.

Anti-coup guerrilla groups have, since early this year, been active in Aung Ban, Kalaw,
Nyaungshwe, Pindaya, Taunggyi and Ywangan townships in collaboration with defence
forces based in neighbouring Karenni (Kayah) State.

§ PNO members seen near Pekhon Lake in August
2021 (PNO)

Conscription into a PNO-aligned militia has allegedly
been taking place in these areas since May, as well as
in the townships of Lawksawk, Loilem, Mawkmai and
Namsang, and the Pa-0 Self-Administered Zone in
Hsihseng, Hopong and Pinlaung.

Members of local resistance forces have gone as far
as to accuse the PNO of forming chapters of the military-backed Pyu Saw Htee in the region:
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militias of plainclothes junta allies typically trained and armed by Myanmar’s military
council, which have been implicated in brutal assaults on villages in central and
northwestern Myanmar.

‘Money and men’

Locals described to Myanmar Now scenarios in which militia members affiliated with the
PNO had arrived in their villages and demanded financial contributions as well as setting a
guota of men to enlist in their forces.

One source said that the militia carried out such an attempt in Hopong Township’s Yankin
village in early May, calling for 13 villagers to join their group and a payment of 30,000 kyat
(USS16) from each household at a time in which many families in the region have little to no
income.

The recruits were reportedly selected at random through a drawing in which every man
under the age of 45 was required to submit his name.

Those who were chosen but did not want to serve were required to sign a contract stating
that they would find a replacement, the local source explained.

“It’s very hard for people who are poor, as they are asking for not only money but also
men,” he said, adding that larger villages were required to put forward as many as 15 men.

The militia also reportedly called a meeting of administrators from at least 20 communities
in Nang Toke village tract in Pinlaung Township on June 15 to discuss plans to form smaller
chapters, according to another local who attended the event.

“They said during the meeting that the purpose [of the recruitment] was not to fight in
other regions but to protect one’s own village,” the individual said.

Five men from Nang Toke were allegedly selected to undergo one month of combat
training, after which they would be required to teach other villagers to fight.

Another local from neighbouring Pin Som said that youth in his village were opposed to their
mandated involvement in the militia.

“They don’t agree with this at all. They don’t even want to stay in this community anymore,”
he explained, adding that some were planning to seek work across the border in Thailand to
avoid conscription.

He confirmed that recruiters had demanded the payment of 30,000 kyat from every family
in his village tract and that it had caused significant financial hardship.

“There are some families that couldn’t pay that amount of money. They had to borrow from
the village’s own funds to pay it off,” he said.

When contacted by Myanmar Now, PNO officer Lt-Col Khun Aung Than admitted to having
asked for financial contributions from locals.

“We need money to protect our own villages,” he said, but did not elaborate.
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Concerning the allegations of forced recruitment, he stated that it was mandatory for men
between the ages of 18 and 35 to undergo combat training and learn martial arts.

PNO patron Aung Kham Hti is seen meeting with
military chief Min Aung Hlaing in early 2020
(Junta-controlled media)

Allegations of collaboration

The Karenni Nationalities Defence Force (KNDF)
and its allies have told Myanmar Now that the
PNO has been seen fighting alongside the junta
forces during battles.

Accompanied by the Pekhon People’s Defence Force and other local guerrilla groups, in
early May the KNDF attacked a military outpost near Hti Ri village in Nyaungshwe, near the
township border with Pekhon. They reported that the location was manned by both junta
and PNO personnel, and that some 15 troops were killed and five taken prisoner.

The PNQO’s Lt-Col Khun Aung Than rejected the allegation that his group was collaborating
with the military, but did not deny the presence of PNO members at the outpost.

“It is true that we were with the military personnel as it is inside our territory. We have
never trespassed into anyone’s territory but we will attack whoever trespasses into ours,”
he said.

The PNO was founded in 1949 but was restructured into a militia after its leadership signed
a ceasefire with an earlier junta in 1991. It is currently headed by Aung Kham Hti, who is
known to have close ties to the military.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/locals-in-southern-shan-state-report-forced-
recruitment-into-pa-o-militia

Myanmar Junta Airstrikes Kill Two, Injure Seven near Thai Border
By THE IRRAWADDY | 4 July 2022

Myanmar junta’s indiscriminate airstrikes have killed two civilians and injured seven others,
including children, in two Karen villages near the Thai border and displacing hundreds of
civilians.

A Thay Baw Boe villager in southern Myawaddy Township, Karen State, said two bombs
from a junta fighter jet hit on Friday evening. One hit the village head’s house and killed two
of his relatives, who were in their 20s, and severely injured three other relatives, including
his father. The other did not explode.

Three other houses were also destroyed.
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The area is near the junta’s strategic Ukayit Hta outpost, which has been attacked by
resistance forces and Karen armed groups.

In response to the attacks, the regime has launched massive airstrikes indiscriminately for a
week and its planes crossed into Thai airspace last Thursday. Both sides have reportedly
suffered casualties.

Since Friday, hundreds of villagers from Thay Baw Boe have crossed the Thai border,
according to a villager said.

“Almost everyone fled to avoid the regime’s bombing,” he said, adding that the displaced
are relying on handouts.

On Saturday the regime conducted another airstrike on nearby Thaw Baw Boe village,
injuring four, including three children, who were fleeing their village, according to the Karen
Human Rights Group.

The NGO said more than 300 villagers are seeking refuge in Thailand.

The displaced include newborn babies, elderly people and pregnant women and the civilians
need emergency support, such as food, materials for shelter and hygiene products, it added.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-airstrikes-kill-two-injure-seven-
near-thai-border.html

State Administration Council Continues to Order Air Strikes, Ground Attacks Causing
Increased Displacement and Civilian Deaths

The International Karen Organisation, concerned at attacks on villagers by soldiers under
orders from the military-appointed State Administration Council called on the
international community to intervene.

Karen News | 3 July 2022

The IKO said recent Burma Army attacks were
responsible for the deaths of Karen civilians.

“At least thirteen people, including two children,
have been killed in increased attacks by the
Burmese military, which are taking place in
several different parts of Karen State, worsening
the human rights and humanitarian crisis in the
country.”

The military-appointed State Administration Council ordered its fighter jets to bombard
villages close to the Thai Burma border last week that resulted in a number of civilian
deaths, including two monks.
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Village eyewitnesses on both sides of the border expressed their deep concern to Karen
News.

Ban Wale schools on the Thai side closed and teachers rushed their students to safety as
Burma jets circled overhead before returning to Burma to attack villages.

On Friday 1 July a Thai villager told Karen News by 1pm, Burmese fighter jets had passed
close to the border seven times.

Since 24th June, the Burmese military have been aggressively increasing their assaults, firing
artillery shells into civilian villages, arresting, killing, and using civilians as human shields.
Long range artillery is used indiscriminately, a violation of international law. Attacks have
taken place in 5 districts of Kawthoolei (Karen land), Doo Tha Htu, Kler Lwee Htu, Mutraw,
Ternawtheri and Dooplaya.

The International Karen Organisation in its statement said it “believes the international
community is doing too little too late to respond to the crisis. The response is too slow both
in terms of responding to the humanitarian crisis and in imposing targeted sanctions to limit
the ability of the Burmese military to carry out attacks.”

The IKO pointed out airstrikes are a constant reality in Dooplaya, Karen State. IKO said “the
Burmese military are using drones on a daily basis to identify targets, including civilian
targets and IDPs.”

The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) estimates
“the number of displaced men, women and children in Myanmar remains above one million.
This includes nearly 760,000 people displaced by the conflict and insecurity since the
military takeover in February last year.”

The IKO explained the “200,000 displaced civilians in Karen State alone and they are in
desperate need of emergency aid. They need shelter, food, medicine and clothes. The
Burmese military continues to block aid reaching displaced civilians in conflict zones in Karen
State.

These are all war crimes and crimes against humanity. The Burmese military is repeatedly
violating international law without facing any significant international response to these
crimes.”

The International Karen Organisation said there’s an urgent need for an international
response to the escalating attacks by the military-appointed State Administration Council’s
ground bombardments and air strikes against civilian targets.

“The slow pace of implementation of sanctions
is enabling the military [SAC] to access more

money and equipment, which it is using to kill
* civilians.”

IKO demanded immediate action be taken to
stop the: "flow of money, arms and aviation
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fuel to the Burmese military. Stopping supplies of aviation fuel must be a priority as ending
airstrikes is probably the single most effective action that can be taken to stop mass
displacement and the humanitarian crisis being created by airstrikes.”

The International Karen Organisation said it welcomed “the latest sanctions imposed by the
UK, targeting Burmese arms brokers and Russian aircraft parts suppliers for supplying
equipment to the Burmese military. Along with other forms of targeted sanctions this is an
effective approach limiting the ability of the Burmese military to carry out violations of
international law.”

IKO said, it is alarmed “the USA, Canada and European Union did not join the UK in this
latest round of sanctions. At the same time Australia has not introduced any sanctions
targeting revenue to the Burmese military and suppliers of arms.

IKO pointed out the time taken to apply the sanctions work is “enabling the military to
access more money and equipment, which it is using to kill civilians.”

The International Karen Organisation reported in its statement that “on 24th June, a 25-
year-old teacher Naw Dah Dah Aye and her 1-year-old daughter, Naw Win Kyu Paw, were
killed by Burmese military artillery shells. This took place in Bilin Township, Doo Tha Htu
District (Thaton Township on Burmese map). On 25 June 2022, Burmese military soldiers
under Light Infantry Division 44 raided Kaw Kyat Ther village (Htone Bo Lay village in
Burmese term) in Doo Tha Htu District. Many houses and shops were destroyed. Civilians
were forced to flee the attacks.10 villagers, including a 12 year old girl, were arrested and
killed. On the same day, Burmese military troops began to burn down houses in the village.
They continued burning the houses the next day until the whole village was completely
burnt down to the ground, including schools and a monastery. A disabled man was burnt
alive as he couldn’t run to escape.”

The OCHA explained in its June, 2022 report of getting desperately needed humanitarian
assistance to displaced communities. OCHA reported “Among the restrictions posed are
checkpoints and roadblocks...increasingly slow and complex bureaucratic processes,
including delays and denials of Travel Authorizations (TAs), the volatile security situation
and increased scrutiny of humanitarian supplies and personnel have further hampered the
timely delivery of critical assistance to rising numbers of people in need...overall access to
conflict areas remains a challenge especially in areas outside the control of the State
Administration Council (SAC).”

The International Karen Organisation said international donors cutting aid budgets to Burma
and imposing restrictive reporting processes on community-based-organisations were
contributing to the humanitarian crisis’ IKO said; “With more than a million people now
displaced and in need of aid, cuts to aid budgets must be reversed and instead increased
significantly beyond pre attempted coup level. Donors must also change their approach on
how aid is delivered, being prepared to fund cross border aid through community
organisations and working with informal civil society groups throughout the country.
Unreasonable sourcing and reporting requirements, which are impossible to meet in conflict
zones and place unnecessary burdens on civil society organisations must be removed.”
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The International Karen Organisation explained “donors must also change their approach on
how aid is delivered, being prepared to fund cross border aid through community
organisations and working with informal civil society groups throughout the country.
Unreasonable sourcing and reporting requirements, which are impossible to meet in conflict
zones and place unnecessary burdens on civil society organisations must be removed.”

https://karennews.org/2022/07/state-administration-council-continues-to-order-air-strikes-
ground-attacks-causing-increased-displacement-and-civilian-deaths/

Myanmar Regime Takes Delivery of Two Su-30 Fighter Jets From Russia
By THE IRRAWADDY | 4 July 2022

Russia delivered the first two of six new Su-30 jet fighters to Myanmar in March, according
to several informed sources who formerly served with the Myanmar Air Force.

Moscow sent several trainers and technicians to assist the Myanmar Air Force during the
warranty period, according to the sources, who are former Myanmar Air Force officers who
joined the anti-coup movement last year. They said the Russian pilots and technicians will
stay in Myanmar until the warranty period is over. One source said several of the Russians
are staying in Naypyitaw while some are based in Mandalay. He confirmed that the two new
Su-30s are now in a hanger in Naypyitaw, a strategic location in central Myanmar from
where they will be able to cover the entire country from the far north to the south.

The Su-30 is a twin-engine, two-seat supermaneuverable fighter jet developed by Russia’s
Sukhoi Aviation Corporation. It is a multirole fighter for all-weather, air-to-air and air
interdiction missions. The multirole fighters were used by Russia in Syria in 2015.

In 2018, Russia agreed to sell six Su-30 fighter jets to the Myanmar military during Russian
Defense Minister Sergey Shoigu’s visit to Myanmar.

“The planes will become the main fighter aircraft of Myanmar’s air force to protect the
country’s territorial integrity and repel any terror threats,” Russia’s Deputy Defense Minister
Lieutenant General Alexander Fomin was quoted as saying at the time by the Russian news
agency TASS.

Russian Deputy Minister of Defense Colonel General
Alexander Vasilyevich Fomin (right) and General Mya
Tun Oo (left), the Myanmar regime’s defense
minister and a member of its governing body, the
State Administration Council, attend the Armed
Forces Day parade in Naypyitaw in March 2021.

Over the years, Myanmar’s military has bought MiG-
29 and Su-30 multi-role aircraft, Yak-130 jet trainer
and light combat aircraft, Mi-17 transport helicopters and Mi-24 helicopter gunships from
Russia.
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Military-to-military relations

Russian Defense Minister Shoigu visited Myanmar just a few days before the Feb. 1, 2021
coup and pledged to sell air defense weaponry to Myanmar. Deputy Defense Minister Fomin
attended Myanmar’s Armed Forces Day parade in Naypyitaw the following month.

Myanmar’s bilateral relations with Russia have reached a new level since the coup, regime
spokesman Major General Zaw Min Tun said in August last year. “Russia plays the central
part in Myanmar’s air defense systems, followed by China. And the cooperation between
the air forces is expanding,” the spokesman told reporters.

The regime has increased its military-to-military cooperation with Russia and has also
expressed support for Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

The Russian Navy warship Gremyashiy made a friendly visit to Myanmar in October, and
coup leader Min Aung Hlaing met the Russian delegation led by Russian deputy Navy chief
Vice Admiral Vladimir Lvovich Kasatonov aboard the ship.

Russian technicians are seen at a military hangar
in 2018.

Prior to the recent delivery of fighter jets, a
number of Russian pilots and technicians visited
Myanmar as the military regime mounted
increasingly frequent air attacks on ethnic armed
organizations fighting for greater autonomy and
on local People’s Defense Force groups that emerged after the military coup last year.

In February, The Irrawaddy reported that amid increasing junta air strikes in Sagaing and
Magwe regions, a Russian military delegation comprising pilots was visiting the country.

The 24-member Russian delegation arrived in Mandalay on Jan. 28. Russian pilots have
often visited Myanmar to provide aviation training as well as maintain and upgrade aircraft
at Meiktila Air Base in Mandalay Region.

Border incursions

Myanmar’s neighbors including Thailand will watch the purchase of advanced and multirole
jet fighters from Russia with alarm.

Last week, the Royal Thai Air Force scrambled two F-16 jet fighters after an aircraft, believed
to be a Russian-made MiG-29 of the Myanmar Air Force, intruded into Thai airspace over
the western province of Tak while conducting an air strike against anti-regime rebels and
anti-coup forces positioned near the border. Karen insurgent officers speculated that the
pilot of the jet fighter was Russian, though it could not be confirmed independently.

During Myanmar’s military offensive against insurgents and the civilian population, several
incursions have occurred across the borders with Thailand and China, prompting a stern
warning from Beijing to the junta.
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In March 2015, during clashes with Kokang rebels in northeast Myanmar, Myanmar
deployed jet fighters to attack the rebels on the China-Myanmar border. A bomb strayed
into Chinese territory, killing five Chinese nationals and angering Beijing.

As a result, the Chinese military sent jet fighters and more troops to the area, and warned
the Myanmar military that such an incident could never be allowed to take place

again. General Fan Changlong, vice chairman of China’s Central Military Commission (CMC),
China’s apex military leadership body, said, “The Chinese military will take resolute
measures to protect the safety of the Chinese people and their assets.”

The Chinese government also demanded that Myanmar investigate the bombings,
apologize, and pay indemnities to the families of those affected.

Subsequently in June, China launched a live-fire joint air-ground training exercise involving
both its Army and Air Force along the China-Myanmar border.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-takes-delivery-of-two-su-30-
fighter-jets-from-russia.html

Myanmar Junta Chief’s Henchman Rewarded for his Loyalty
By THE IRRAWADDY | 4 July 2022

After junta chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing and his deputy Vice Senior General Soe
Win, Lieutenant-General Aung Lin Dwe is one of the key generals of Myanmar’s military
regime.

Aung Lin Dwe is the secretary of the regime’s governing body, the State Administration
Council (SAC), and so, in the absence of the national legislature, all the decrees and
notifications issued by the regime are signed by him.

Military supporters think highly of Aung Lin Dwe because of the position he holds. But it is
wrong to compare him with former General Khin Nyunt, who was Secretary-1 in the former
regime, the State Peace and Development Council led by Senior General Than Shwe. Aung
Lin Dwe has become the SAC secretary not because he is smart, but because he is one of
Min Aung Hlaing’s closest and most trusted confidants.

Aung Lin Dwe and Min Aung Hlaing meet in Pyin Oo Lwin

Aung Lin Dwe, who turned 60 in May, was Min Aung Hlaing’s subordinate when the coup
leader served as the Commandant of the Defense Services Academy (DSA) in Pyin Oo Lwin.
He was one of the first persons to be bullied by Min Aung Hlaing, before the junta boss
turned to tormenting the entire country.

“Min Aung Hlaing would beat [his subordinates] when he was angry. At that time, Aung Lin
Dwe was always beaten,” said a source close to the 25" intake of the DSA, which included
Aung Lin Dwe and current Chief of General Staff (Army, Navy and Air) General Maung
Maung Aye.
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Min Aung Hlaing has since taken good care of his follower, who never complained despite
his mistreatment by the future junta boss. Aung Lin Dwe rose through the ranks thanks to
Min Aung Hlaing’s patronage, despite the fact that there were many smarter cadets than
him in the 25" intake.

Aung Lin Dwe’s military career

After graduating from the National Defense College, where middle-ranking officers undergo
training for more senior positions, Aung Lin Dwe did not become a division commander as
his record was unremarkable.

But Min Aung Hlaing, who was Bureau of Special Operations chief at the time, often urged
the then general in charge of military appointments to promote Aung Lin Dwe.

He was subsequently appointed as head of regional operations command, a position below
that of a division commander and military operations commander.

After Min Aung Hlaing became the Chief of General Staff (Army, Navy and Air), he promoted
Aung Lin Dwe to be commander of Military Operations Command based in Rakhine State’s
Buthidaung. He was later appointed as the Commandant of the Defense Services
Technological Academy in Pyin Oo Lwin.

In 2014, Aung Lin Dwe was appointed as the commander of Western Command which
oversees Rakhine State in western Myanmar.

“The Arakan Army [the Rakhine ethnic armed organization] significantly grew in influence
while he was serving as the commander of Western Command. If someone else was holding
that position, he might have been sacked. But as Aung Lin Dwe is [Min Aung Hlaing’s]
follower, he was actually promoted to become a Lieutenant General,” said a retired military
officer.

Subsequently, he was made Judge Advocate General in 2016.

Min Aung Hlaing studied law for around a year and half before joining the Myanmar
military. He always orders that everything must be done in line with the law. He has
defended his coup as being in line with the law.

Aung Lin Dwe, as SAC secretary, has assumed the responsibility of claiming that every
decision made by the military regime is ‘in line with law’.

“[Aung Lin Dwe holds his senior position] because of [Min Aung Hlaing’s] trust in him. | am
sure he is not that smart. His role is no more than that of a chief clerk. He only has to sign
the orders from the Senior General,” said a source close to the DSA’s 25" intake.

Family interests

Even though Aung Lin Dwe is not outstanding as a professional soldier, he is as smart as the
other generals in advancing the interests of his family.

He has become the key person to deal with when regime contracts are up for tender. “The
SAC chairman has instructed that contracts must be only be granted to those who can be
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trusted. Aung Lin Dwe gets to use his authority to decide on that,” said one Naypyitaw
businessman.

After Aung Lin Dwe became the SAC secretary, three businesses owned by his family have
grown by leaps and bounds. Mingalar Aung Myay Co, Aung Myint Moh Lin Co and Shwe Yi
Phyo Pyae Co are all run by his wife Daw Ohmar Myint and their three children.

Company offices have been opened at their residence in Raja Thingaha Housing in the
Myanmar capital Naypyitaw, where businessmen wishing to make successful bids for junta
projects are now arriving in numbers, said a Naypyitaw business owner.

“Businessmen can’t distance themselves from generals. Ministers and director-general’s
only award contracts to companies that have ties to them. But they are smart. They don’t
touch the projects for which the children of SAC members bid for,” he added.

The civilian National Unity Government has blacklisted Aung Lin Dwe’s three companies,
which have interests in trading, manufacturing and construction.

At the same time his younger sister, Dr. Su Su Dwe, has been promoted from being the
medical superintendent of Mandalay General Hospital to be director-general of the
Traditional Medicine Department. Officials in the junta’s health ministry view that
promotion as the first step to Dr. Su Su Dwe assuming a senior position in the ministry.

“This is the way of dictatorship. You don’t need to be smart. You just need to be loyal to
them. Lt-Gen Aung Lin Dwe is the best example of that,” said a source close to him.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-chiefs-henchman-rewarded-for-
his-loyalty.html

A Toothless International Response to a Merciless Myanmar Regime
By NAING KHIT | 4 July 2022

The world sees Myanmar’s generals and their military as “a bunch of thugs”. The problem,
however, is that it doesn’t treat them as thugs.

In a recent interview with The Irrawaddy, US State Department Counselor Derek Chollet
called the ruling military “a bunch of thugs”.

No doubt the rest of the world—especially Western or democratic countries—would agree
with the term, as they have seen how brutal and violent the regime has been against its
people since its coup on Feb. 1, 2021.

The US and the rest of the world, however, don’t really treat the generals as “thugs”.
Instead, individual countries and the global community as a whole have been treating them
as naughty school boys to be disciplined.

Their biggest stick has been to impose economic sanctions against the military and its
leaders, to condemn the generals and issue statements expressing concern at the generals’
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gross human rights violations. None, however, have worked to make the thuggish generals
stop their atrocities against the people.

Over the past one-and-a-half years since the coup, there has been nothing but tragic news
from Myanmar. Every day the ruthless regime kills, arrests and tortures civilians, and
torches houses and destroys villages and towns. The entire population has been brutalized
day and night.

So far, the regime has killed more than 2,000 civilians, arrested more than 14,000, and
destroyed 20,000 houses, which has forced more than 750,000 people to flee their homes,
according to the United Nations. On the ground, the actual death toll might be higher and
the destruction greater than these numbers.

Every day is a bloody one in Myanmar.

The meager punishments that have been imposed by the US and some Western countries
since the coup haven’t been able to deter the regime from committing such atrocities,
which constitute crimes against humanity and war crimes.

And what happens?
The world keeps watching. The regime keeps slaughtering.

The generals are doing nothing less than waging a war against their own population of 55
million people. Because they want to consolidate their power after illegitimately
overthrowing the elected civilian government. Because they want to erase the
overwhelming result of the election in 2020, in which the National League for Democracy
(NLD) led by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi won a landslide victory.

Mainly, the junta’s coup and the resulting war have been waged to kill democracy and its
principles and norms, and eradicate all the democratic forces that have ceaselessly
struggled to implement the federal democracy the people seek. Because they want to
monopolize the entire economy and all industries for themselves. Because they—like all the
other dictators in the world—want to run their home country as their private fiefdom.

It’s a continuation of the decades-long war against the people and their aspirations that
Myanmar’s generals began in 1962.

But this time the people of Myanmar, whose aspirations have been consistently thwarted by
the generals over the past 50 years—in the coups of 1962, 1988 and 2021—have mounted
an unprecedented resistance against the coup makers.

Given their previous experiences of life under the military, they have learned their lesson;
the people are left with no choice but to fight back. Consequently, many young people have
taken up weapons to form their own army.

When it comes to support from the international community led by the US, the people of
Myanmar also know from experience—especially after their nationwide uprising in 1988 —
that support for their struggle for democracy is unlikely to go beyond moral support.
International backing for the democracy movement and foreign countries’ efforts to punish
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successive oppressive regimes have never been effective in stopping the regimes’ atrocities
or the generals’ cruelty.

This has always been the case.

As for the generals, they simply grow more brutal every day, waging an unjust war against
their own people, using ever more inhumane and vengeful means.

In early June, the regime ordered the executions of anti-coup activists, including two
respected prominent pro-democracy activists—Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, a lawmaker of the
ousted NLD, and veteran democracy activist Ko Kyaw Min Yu, known as Ko Jimmy—for their
anti-coup resistance activities. The regime’s spokesperson has repeatedly confirmed that
the activists will be executed, insisting the sentence is warranted.

It has come as shocking news for the people of Myanmar. Certainly, the sentences must be
a source of constant anguish both for the activists on death row and for their relatives
outside.

The people feel angry and helpless.

In late June, the ruling generals sent detained elected leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, who
had been under house arrest since the coup, to a prison where she is now kept in solitary
confinement.

It’s tormenting news for the people of Myanmar, most of whom voted for her as their
leader in the last election in 2020. Many believe that it is a form of torture to send her to
prison, where the 77-year-old will suffer under harsh conditions.

This too leaves the people feeling angry and even more helpless.
What has the world done?
As ever, it has “strongly” condemned the regime for its horrendous actions.

US Department of State spokesperson Ned Price said: “The United States strongly condemns
the Burmese military regime’s reported plans to execute pro-democracy and opposition
leaders, exemplifying the regime’s disregard for human rights and the rule of law. We urge
the release of all unjustly detained.”

Four days after the detained leader was transferred to prison, Counselor Chollet said on his
Twitter account: “The US strongly denounces the military regime’s use of solitary
confinement for Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.”

Globally, the US has always been the strongest supporter of Myanmar’s pro-democracy
movement. Many people in Myanmar feel the US has always been a friend in need. But its
vocal “condemnations”, not backed up by effective action, have been met by frustration and
even mockery from the Myanmar people.

In dealing with the previous military regime, which ruled the country from 1988 to the
2010s, the US seemed to show more initiative than now.
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This time, the Myanmar people are suffering more than ever. Their society has been
shattered and their country destroyed. The crisis continues to escalate and the people of
Myanmar feel more helpless each day, waking up each morning to another tragic day.

But the US and the rest of the international community have applied nothing more than a
“talk the talk” policy.

Given the experiences and lessons of the past, sanctions are of limited effectiveness to press
the thugs in Myanmar to end their violence and return to the path of democracy, as the
world demands.

The thugs don’t care. The world and the US know it. But they lack initiative and effort.

Since the coup, the US has shown neither initiative nor leadership, but simply backed
ASEAN, which is traditionally toothless, as it tries to coax better behavior from one of its
members. Myanmar used to be a hot potato for the grouping and is now living up to its bad
reputation. ASEAN failed in its attempt to deal with Myanmar’s previous military regime.
This time, its Five-Point Consensus has yielded nothing. We can predict this will not change;
the regime has failed to live up to its commitments, refusing to allow engagement with key
stakeholders, including elected leaders, the shadow National Unity Government (NUG) and
other democratic and ethnic forces.

The US and the world have knowingly chosen this strategy of letting ASEAN take the lead.
Which means they lack the interest to lead or come up with more effective policies other
than talking.

They lack interest, which leads to ineffective policies, initiative and support for the
Myanmar people, though the US always says that it stands with the people.

After having heard it repeatedly, Myanmar people feel these are just words and understand
that neither the world nor the US can help stop their livelihoods from being destroyed or
support their revolution to topple the regime.

Anti-military regime demonstrators stage
a sit-in protest in front of the Indonesian
Embassy in Yangon in February 2021. / The
Irrawaddy

Last week, Tom Andrews, special

i | , N . rapporteur on human rights in Myanmar

Durlegit; 'y | ‘ 'Y | ‘ i ili

.é '.':;'; W, \ a.l's to the Human Rights Council in Geneva,
S slammed the international community for

its inability to tackle alleged human rights abuses and possible war crimes in Myanmar.

“The devastating and deteriorating conditions in Myanmar should lead to only one
conclusion: the international community’s current approach to the crisis in Myanmar is not
working,” he said. “Words of support for human rights in Myanmar, while welcome, should
be matched by decisive action.”
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He added: “The failure to take strong, meaningful action will be a death sentence for untold
numbers of people.”

The people of Myanmar have no choice but to stand on their own two feet.

That’s why many people in Myanmar, though they are not rich, have donated to the NUG to
buy weapons to fight the junta’s troops across the country. The NUG recently said it has
received more than US$40 million from the people and spent 95 percent of it on its military
budget to provide weapons to its army, a loosely organized network of groups collectively
called the People Defense Force, and to those ethnic armed organizations that have joined
the resistance against the regime.

The amount the NUG has received so far is far less than the total cost of well below $1
billion—a small fraction of the military aid the Biden administration is currently supplying to
Ukraine—which some assessments estimate the NUG needs to spend on arms for its
resistance forces in their fight against the regime.

The Myanmar people do not, even for one day, want to be ruled by a bunch of thugs who
are abusive, arbitrary, brutal and corrupt. For that, they deserve the world’s full support.

If—and it’s a big IF—the US and the rest of the world want to be responsible, they mustn’t
let the resistance fighters be killed, and should do something meaningful to enable them to
fight to end the military dictatorship and take Myanmar’s future back.

The world should take responsibility and help the Myanmar people treat the thugs as thugs.
Naing Khit is a commentator on political affairs.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/commentary/a-toothless-international-response-to-a-
merciless-myanmar-regime.html

Myanmar Hosts 1st Regional Meeting Since Army Takeover

Associated Press

In this photo provided by Myanmar's Ministry of
Information, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi,
center, is welcomed by Myanmar Foreign Ministry
representatives and Chinese embassy officials upon
his arrival at Nyaung Oo Airport in Bagan, Myanmar,
July 2, 2022.

BANGKOK — Myanmar's military government on
Monday hosted the first high-level regional meeting since the army took power last year
with China's Foreign Minister Wang Yi and counterparts from Mekong Delta nations.

State broadcaster MRTV reported that Wang met with his colleagues from Myanmar, Laos,
Thailand, Cambodia and Vietnam at the Lancang-Mekong Cooperation group meeting held
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under the theme "Solidarity for Peace and Prosperity" in the central city of Bagan, a
UNESCO World Heritage site.

The TV report showed Wang and the other foreign ministers bumping elbows in a show of
solidarity before the start of the meeting, but did not provide further details.

The grouping is a Chinese-led initiative that includes the countries of the Mekong Delta, a
potential source of regional tensions due to an increasing number of hydroelectric projects
that are altering the flow and raising concerns of ecological damage. China has built 10
dams along the upper stretch of the Mekong, the part it calls the Lancang.

China has been criticized for the dams upstream on the Mekong River which affect water
levels and downstream fisheries that are important to several Southeast Asian nations'
economies.

Military government spokesman Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun said last Friday that the ministers
were expected to sign several agreements. He said that the presence of the foreign
ministers was a recognition of Myanmar's sovereignty and its government.

China is Myanmar's biggest trading partner and an old ally. Beijing has invested billions of
dollars in Myanmar's mines, oil and gas pipelines and other infrastructure and is its major
arms supplier, together like Russia.

Many in Myanmar suspect China of supporting the military takeover, and Beijing has
refused to condemn the army's power grab. China says it follows a policy of non-
interference in other countries' affairs.

Myanmar's shadow National Unity Government, which opposes the ruling military council,
protested the Bagan meeting, saying any such efforts in partnership with Myanmar's
military violate the will of the people and undermine community building.

It said that holding the meeting in Myanmar is in direct opposition to a peace plan by the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations. Myanmar's rulers have stymied ASEAN's efforts to
organize a meeting with ousted civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi, who was recently moved to
solitary detention.

Suu Kyi's ouster in February 2021 triggering widespread peaceful protests that soon erupted
into armed resistance, and the country slipped into what some U.N. experts characterize as
a civil war.

A statement by China's Foreign Affairs Ministry said that Wang met Sunday with Cambodian
Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn — who is also the ASEAN special envoy to Myanmar.

The statement said Wang told Prak Sokhonn that China expects to work with ASEAN to push
Myanmar in pursuit of political reconciliation and encourage it to restart the democratic
transition process and realize the vision of returning power to the people. It said that China
supports Myanmar in exploring the development path that suits its own national conditions.
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The state-run newspaper Myanma Alinn Daily reported that Wang also met Sunday with
Myanmar Foreign Minister Wunna Maung Lwin to discuss the implementation of bilateral
projects and closer collaboration.

Wang told Wunna Maung Lwin that China will assist Myanmar in safeguarding its legitimate
interests and national dignity in the international arena, according to China's official Xinhua
News Agency.

https://www.voanews.com/a/myanmar-hosts-first-regional-meeting-since-army-
takeover/6644303.html

Myanmar and Chinese FMs meet in Bagan, exchange agreements including Lancang-
Mekong Cooperation Special Fund

PUBLISHED 4 JULY 2022

Photo-MOI

U Wunna Maung Lwin, Union Minister for Foreign
Affairs of Myanmar, held a bilateral meeting with
Mr. Wang Yi, State Councilor and Minister of Foreign
Affairs of China at the Bayintnaung Hall of Nanmyint
Tower in Bagan at 11 am on 3 July, state-run
newspapers reported.

At the meeting, they cordially exchanged views on further consolidation of the existing Pauk
Phaw relations, the continued implementation of Myanmar-China bilateral projects,
importation of fertilizer from China to Myanmar, exportation of Myanmar’s agricultural and
marine products to China, the re-entry of Myanmar scholars to China, maintenance of peace
and stability along the Myanmar-China border, smooth flow of border trade between
Myanmar and China. They also cordially exchanged views on closer collaboration between
the two countries in both regional and multilateral contexts particularly the ASEAN and the
United Nations.

The two ministers then touched on the ongoing implementation of ASEAN five-point
consensus on the basis of ASEAN’s non-interference policy and ASEAN Charter and
fundamental principles.

Following the bilateral meeting, the two foreign ministers attended the ceremony of
exchange of Agreement of Cooperation on projects of the 2022 Lancang-Mekong
Cooperation Special Fund between the government of Myanmar and the government of
China, the Agreement on Economic and Technical Cooperation between the Ministry of
Investment and Foreign Economic Relations of Myanmar and China International
Development Cooperation Agency, the Agreement of China-Aided Upgrading of No.2
Industrial Training Center (Mandalay) Project between the Ministry of Industry of Myanmar
and Ministry of Commerce of China, and the Animal Disease Laboratory (Myanmar)
between the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation of Myanmar and China
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International Development Cooperation Agency and the handing-over of certificate of
China-Aided 1,000 Sets of Assembled Board House to Myanmar between the Ministry of
Construction of Myanmar and the Ministry of Commerce of China, certificate of China-Aided
Emergency Anti-Epidemic Assistance to Northern Myanmar (10.5 million Yuan) and Anti-
Epidemic Supplies to Myanmar (32 million Yuan) between the Ministry of Health of
Myanmar and the Ministry of Commerce of China.

Chinese Foreign Minister Mr. Wang Yi is currently in Myanmar to attend the 7th Langcang-
Mekong Cooperation Foreign Ministers Meetings in Bagan.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/myanmar-and-chinese-fms-meet-in-bagan-exchange-

agreements-including-lancang-mekong-cooperation

China, Myanmar agree to further build community with shared future

Source: Xinhua | 2022-07-03

Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang
Yi holds talks with Myanmar's Foreign Minister U
Wunna Maung Lwin on the sidelines of the seventh
Lancang-Mekong Cooperation (LMC) Foreign
Ministers' Meeting in Bagan, Myanmar, on July 3,
2022. (Xinhua/Zhang Donggiang)

BAGAN, Myanmar, July 3 (Xinhua) -- China and
Myanmar agreed here on Sunday to work together
to further build a community with a shared future.

While meeting with visiting Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Vi,
Myanmar's Foreign Minister U Wunna Maung Lwin said his country cherishes the Myanmar-
China "Paukphaw" friendship featured with mutual respect and equal treatment.

Myanmar will continue to support China's legitimate stances on the issues concerning
Taiwan, Hong Kong, Tibet, Xinjiang and human rights, and is ready to work closely with
China to further build a Myanmar-China community with a shared future, he said.

Wang said the China-Myanmar "Paukphaw" friendship, fostered by the older generation of
leaders in both countries, has enjoyed broad public support and profound social foundation,
stood the test of intricate changes in the international landscape, been unaffected by the
changes in respective countries, and remained rock solid.

China values the traditional friendship between the two countries, and will continue to
pursue friendly policies towards Myanmar and its people, Wang said.

China will work together with the Myanmar side to further consolidate the four pillars of
mutual political trust, mutually beneficial cooperation, people to people bonds, and
personnel and cultural exchanges, so as to push for the building of the China-Myanmar
community with a shared future to a new high, Wang said.
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China supports the Myanmar people in exploring the development path that suits
Myanmar's own national conditions, and supports Myanmar in safeguarding its legitimate
interests and national dignity in the international arena, he added.

Both sides agreed to speed up the construction of the China-Myanmar Economic Corridor
(CMEC), implement well the cross-border power grids agreement, guarantee the operation
of China-Myanmar oil and gas pipelines, explore the "CMEC plus" cooperation at a proper
time, and elevate the level of bilateral trade and commercial cooperation.

China is ready to import more quality agricultural products from Myanmar, expand bilateral
financial cooperation, and launch poverty reduction demonstration projects in Myanmar,
Wang said.

For his part, U Wunna Maung Lwin said Myanmar is committed to implementing a five-point
roadmap laid out by the State Administration Council and a five-point consensus reached by
the ASEAN leaders last year, and pushing forward the process of democratic transition.

Wang said that as Myanmar's largest neighboring country, China expects Myanmar to
achieve political and social stability, improvement of people's livelihood and national
development and revitalization.

China also hopes Myanmar could realize political reconciliation and lasting peace and
stability through consultations within the constitutional and legal framework, he added.

Both sides exchanged views on the Lancang-Mekong Cooperation (LMC). Wang said that
Myanmar, where the mechanism was first initiated, has actively participated in and greatly
benefited from the cooperation, and China stands ready to boost coordination with
Myanmar, promote quality improvement and upgrading of the LMC, and build a closer
Lancang-Mekong community with a shared future.

He pointed out that it is necessary to synergize the LMC with the Global Development
Initiative (GDI) and the Global Security Initiative (GSI) proposed by China.

U Wunna Maung Lwin said the GDI and the GSI will play a significant role in safeguarding
world peace, upholding multilateralism and promoting common development. Myanmar
spoke highly of the initiatives and is willing to actively participate in them.

The two sides also discussed the China-ASEAN cooperation. Wang said the Chinese side
appreciated Myanmar's important and active role as the country coordinator for China-
ASEAN relations, and looks forward to working with ASEAN to build a peaceful, safe and
secure, prosperous, beautiful and amicable home together.

China firmly supports the ASEAN centrality in the regional architecture, and is ready to work
with ASEAN to steer East Asia cooperation in the right direction, he said.

The two sides held talks on the sidelines of the seventh Lancang-Mekong Cooperation
Foreign Ministers' Meeting in Myanmar.

Also on Sunday, Wang attended the reopening ceremony of the refurbished Zhou Enlai
Pavilion, which was named after former Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai who made a donation
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to the famous Shwezigon Pagoda in Bagan during his visit to the cultural heritage site in
1961.

The pavilion, built partly with the donation beside the Shwezigon Pagoda, stands as a
symbol of China-Myanmar "Paukphaw" ties. m

Visiting Chinese State Councilor and Foreign
Minister Wang Yi (4th L), Myanmar's Foreign
Minister U Wunna Maung Lwin (5th L) and other
guests attend the reopening ceremony of the
refurbished Zhou Enlai Pavilion in Bagan,
Myanmar, on July 3, 2022. The pavilion was named
after former Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai who
made a donation to the famous Shwezigon Pagoda
in Bagan during his visit to the cultural heritage site

in 1961. (Xinhua/Zhang Donggiang)

https://english.news.cn/20220703/584ffcd372c44ec786e8d9947a4c4ef0/c.html

Top China Official Reaffirms Beijing’s Support for Myanmar Junta
By THE IRRAWADDY | 4 July 2022

China has reaffirmed its continued support for Myanmar’s military regime and has vowed to
protect its neighbour and its legitimate interests.

On Sunday, China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi told his counterpart in the junta’s
administration, Wunna Maung Lwin, that China’s friendly policy toward Myanmar was
intended for all the people of Myanmar.

“Beijing will support Naypyitaw in safeguarding the country’s legitimate interests, as well as
its national dignity on international occasions,” said Wang Yi, according to the state-run
newspaper China Daily.

Wang Yi met Wunna Maung Lwin in the UNESCO World Heritage site of Bagan, on the
sidelines of the seventh Lancang-Mekong Cooperation Foreign Ministers” Meeting in Bagan.
It was the first time a senior official from China has visited Myanmar since last year’s coup.

China has refused to condemn the coup and the regime’s bloody crackdowns on anti-coup
protesters, while western democracies have denounced the junta.

Along with Russia, China has used its veto on the United Nations (UN) Security Council to
prevent resolutions taking action against the regime from being passed.

Over 2,000 people have been killed by the junta since the coup.

Wang Yi’s vow that Beijing will continue “safeguarding its [Myanmar] dignity on
international occasions” means that it is likely that China will continue to use its veto to
protect the regime from UN-sanctioned international punishment.
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In April, Wunna Maung Lwin received a warm welcome from Wang Yi when he visited China.
Beijing said it would help safeguard Myanmar’s sovereignty, independence and territorial
integrity “no matter how the situation changes”.

Wang told his Myanmar counterpart then that Beijing “has always placed Myanmar in an
important position in its neighborly diplomacy” and wants to “deepen exchanges and
cooperation.”

Referring to the social, political and economic turmoil sparked by the coup, Wang Yi said on
Sunday that China hopes that all parties in Myanmar can adhere to rational consultation and
achieve political reconciliation and national long-term stability within the framework of the
constitution and law at an early date.

The two foreign ministers also agreed to speed up the construction of the China-Myanmar
Economic Corridor [CMEC], which involves a number of infrastructure projects such as a rail
line linking China’s Yunnan Province with a deep water port in Kyaukphyu, Rakhine State in
western Myanmar that will give China coveted access to the Indian Ocean. The two sides
said they would discuss “CMEC Plus” cooperation in a timely manner so as to enhance
bilateral economic and trade cooperation.

China is one of the top investors in Myanmar, as well as a major supplier of arms to the
Myanmar military.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/top-china-official-reaffirms-beijings-support-for-
myanmar-junta.html

Chinese FM expounds on stance on Myanmar issue

Source: Xinhua|2022-07-04

Visiting Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister
Wang Yi meets with Myanmar's Foreign Minister U
Wunna Maung Lwin in Bagan, Myanmar, July 3, 2022.
(Xinhua/Zhang Donggiang)

The Chinese side expects joint efforts by China and
ASEAN to push Myanmar in pursuit of political
reconciliation within the framework of the
constitution and laws, said Chinese State Councilor

and Foreign Minister Wang Yi.

BAGAN, Myanmar, July 4 (Xinhua) -- Visiting Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister
Wang Yi on Sunday exchanged views on the Myanmar issue with Cambodian Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn.

Prak Sokhonn, also the special envoy of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
for Myanmar, briefed Wang on his visit to Myanmar. Wang spoke highly of the positive role

Page 39 of 89


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/top-china-official-reaffirms-beijings-support-for-myanmar-junta.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/top-china-official-reaffirms-beijings-support-for-myanmar-junta.html

Cambodia, the chair of ASEAN for 2022, has played in mediating the Myanmar issue and
expounded on China's stance in this regard.

Visiting Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister
Wang Yi meets with Cambodian Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn in Bagan,
Myanmar, July 3, 2022. (Xinhua/Zhang Donggiang)

Firstly, the Chinese side expects joint efforts by China
and ASEAN to push Myanmar in pursuit of political
reconciliation within the framework of the
constitution and laws, encourages all political parties
in the country to prioritize the big picture and the interests of the people to take rational
and pragmatic efforts to stabilize the situation and realize peace at an early date.

Secondly, China hopes to work together with ASEAN to push Myanmar in restart of
democratic transition process and exploration of a path of political development with
Myanmar's own characteristics that also suits its national conditions.

Thirdly, China expects ASEAN to stick to "the ASEAN way", uphold the basic principles and
traditions of non-interference in others' internal affairs and coordination, stay focused and
remove distractions, engage in patient coordination, constructively implement the five-
point consensus reached by ASEAN leaders, and safeguard ASEAN's overall unity and its
leading role.

https://english.news.cn/20220704/701cb18ec43f40c3aff09d9f019¢c561c/c.html

China Urges Myanmar Junta to Hold Talks With Opponents
By AFP | 4 July 2022

China’s foreign minister called for Myanmar’s junta to hold talks with its opponents Sunday
during his first visit to the country since the 2021 coup that plunged it into turmoil.

Beijing is one of the Myanmar military’s few international allies, supplying arms and refusing
to label the power grab that ousted Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s government a coup.

Foreign Minister Wang Yi said China expects all parties in Myanmar to “adhere to rational
consultation” and “strive to achieve political reconciliation”.

Wang also told his regime counterpart Wunna Maung Lwin that “China sincerely hopes that
Myanmar will be politically and socially stable,” according to a statement on the Foreign
Ministry’s website.

In Beijing’s highest-profile visit to Myanmar since the putsch, Wang is attending a foreign
ministers’ meeting with representatives from Cambodia, Thailand, Laos and Vietnam
attending.
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His comments follow a junta spokesman indicating last week that talks between the military
and ousted leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to resolve the chaos were “not impossible”.

Myanmar’s spiraling civil violence has sparked concern from its neighbors, with a regional
envoy visiting to try to kickstart talks between the army and its opponents.

And with Western governments imposing sanctions following the coup and a violent
crackdown on dissent, the isolated junta has turned increasingly to allies including China
and Russia.

In May, a powerful Myanmar ethnic rebel group with close ties to China called for the junta
to engage in dialogue with the opposition to end the escalating violence, which has seen
Chinese business interests attacked.

Beijing said in April it would help safeguard Myanmar’s sovereignty, independence and
territorial integrity “no matter how the situation changes”.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/china-urges-myanmar-junta-to-hold-talks-with-
opponents.html

Chinese FM urges all political parties in Myanmar to make rational and pragmatic efforts,
understand each other, consider reasonable demands of all parties to achieve peace

PUBLISHED 4 JULY 2022

Mr. Wang Yi, State Councilor and Minister of Foreign
Affairs of China, has encouraged all political parties in
Myanmar to prioritize the big picture and the interests of
the people, take rational and pragmatic efforts,
accommodate and understand each other, and take into
account the reasonable demands of all parties so as to
restore stability and achieve peace.

B

The Chinese minister’s remark is one of the three expectations for the settlement of the
Myanmar Issue he outlined in meeting with Cambodian Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Mr. Prak Sokhonn on the situation in Myanmar in Bagan on July 3, the Chinese
Embassy in Myanmar reported.

Mr. Prak Sokhonn introduced his visit to Myanmar as the Special Envoy of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) for Myanmar. Mr. Wang Yi appreciated Cambodia's active
role in mediating the Myanmar issue since taking over the rotating chair of ASEAN, and
mainly expounded on China's three expectations in this regard.

As the first expectation, the Chinese minister expressed China’s wish to make joint efforts
with ASEAN to push Myanmar in pursuit of continuous political reconciliation within the
framework of the constitution and laws.
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For the second expectation, he said, China expects to make joint efforts with ASEAN to
encourage Myanmar to restart the democratic transition process, realize the vision of
returning power to the people, and explore a path of political development with Myanmar's
characteristics and in line with Myanmar's national conditions.

Third, China expects ASEAN to uphold the "ASEAN way", stay committed to the basic
principles and traditions of non-interference in internal affairs and the consensus-based
approach, stay focused, remove distractions, engage in patient coordination, constructively
implement the "five-point consensus" of ASEAN, and safeguard the overall solidarity and
leading role of ASEAN, the Chinese minister said.

Chinese Foreign Minister Mr. Wang Yi is currently in Myanmar to attend the 7th Langcang-
Mekong Cooperation Foreign Ministers Meetings in Bagan.

U Wunna Maung Lwin, Union Minister for Foreign Affairs of Myanmar, held a bilateral
meeting with Mr. Wang Yi at the Bayintnaung Hall of Nanmyint Tower in Bagan on 3 July.
Following the bilateral meeting, the two foreign ministers attended the ceremony to
exchange some agreement including the exchange of Agreement of Cooperation on projects
of the 2022 Lancang-Mekong Cooperation Special Fund between the government of
Myanmar and the government of China.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/chinese-fm-urges-all-political-parties-in-myanmar-to-
make-rational-and-pragmatic-efforts
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