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Can Aung San Suu Kyi Survive Myanmar Junta’s Latest Attack?
By NAING KHIT | 24 June 2022

Three days after her 77th birthday, Myanmar’s leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi found herself
in a prison of one of the most ruthless regimes in the world.

It’s hard for anyone to imagine themselves in her shoes—from a pro-democracy fighter to a
prisoner, from a prisoner to the country’s elected leader, from the elected leader to a
prisoner again.

At this age, she must be the unluckiest person or politician in the world to be subject to
solitary confinement in prison. Worse, she is a prisoner of a brutal and wicked regime.

That’s her choice, however. Life is a choice.
If it’s a fault, then it has been her fault since the start. Consciously, she chose this life.

Since 1988, she has taken up the cause to fight for “the country’s second independence
struggle”, in her own words, for her country and its people to be free from dictatorship.

She must have known that one day her life was likely to end this way.

At least, it must have occurred to her on Feb. 1, 2021 when she became a prisoner again
when the military seized power after overthrowing her elected government.

As a sensible and mindful person, she must since then have prepared to spend time alone in
prison.

Perhaps this time the 77-year-old was prepared for worse things, or even the worst—to face
death behind bars—given the regime’s lengthy sentences against her.

No doubt that is the final mission of her captors.

She should have known that the junta and its chief Min Aung Hlaing himself were planning
to end the political life she’s chosen, and her own life too, the one her mother brought into
this world.

She has been the biggest thorn in the side of the ruling generals ever since she first shook
their grip on power.

Thus, the generals tried to keep her away from politics with the punishments below:

Detaining her under house arrest for 15 years over the past three decades. Annulling the
electoral victories of her party. Overthrowing her elected government. Crippling her popular
party. Slaying her supporters. Sentencing her to lengthy imprisonment terms. Keeping her
under house arrest until recently.

All these punishments were not enough.

Sending her to prison on Wednesday was a part of their final mission.
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This time, the generals seriously intend to get rid of her, unlike before. A lucky thing for
them now is her age.

Min Aung Hlaing, his deputy generals and his former senior generals as mentors will feel
lucky that soon they can rest assured she will draw her very last breath in prison.

But for the people of Myanmar, they have lost their leader again after losing her repeatedly
in the past following her multiple arrests.

They can’t help appreciating her selfless efforts for their country. They can feel her true
feeling for them. They respect her and love her. They voted for her whenever they got the
chance to exercise their democratic right at polling stations.

She and her party repeatedly won landslide victories over the past three decades.She is
their sole representative. She is more representative than other elected leaders around the
world.

By sending their leader to prison it seems that the generals were punishing the people for
voting for her.

Whatever the junta did to her was done to the Myanmar people too.

Annulling the 2020 election result was itself the junta’s attack on the people who voted for
her party. The junta is waging a war against the people.

The leader suffers and the people suffer too.
To err is human, and she is no exception.

She was wrong to believe in reconciliation with the military leaders. Totally wrong. But she
was not alone. At that time, many believed that working with the military was the only
option.

That was a general idea or concept at that time—to try, as the best option, to rebuild the
country together with the country’s most powerful institution.

That notion lasted until the coup in 2021 but is now a relic of the past. The coup destroyed
that political idea. People in Myanmar no longer accept it.

Another thing she was wrong about was the generals’ genocidal intent.

She didn’t think the generals had genocidal intent when their troops committed atrocities
against the Rohingya in Rakhine State in 2017.

In fact, Myanmar’s generals have not been professional military officers for a very long time.
They long ago became “a bunch of thugs” killing innocent people, willing to destroy any
ethnic people or any political group or party.

After the coup last year, the genocidal intent with which they killed many people
indiscriminately was shown again.
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The generals also proved that they are no more than a bunch of thugs. That’s what the
people believe too.

So most people have given up on the idea of negotiating with these thugs at all. What they
all seek is to uproot the military and found a new army to serve the people.

That’s what the people want their leader to understand too. No more reconciliation with
that bunch of thugs. She must be with the people. Otherwise, she can’t represent the
people. But history has proved that she is always a leader of the people.

Because she is the one the thuggish generals fear most. That’s why she has been arrested
and attacked much more than any other leading activist or politician in the country. She is
the biggest enemy for them, as most people support her.

That means she is on the right side of the people. She has continued to fight together with
the people for what the people want.

That’s why on her birthday on Sunday, even young protesters in urban areas and young
resistance fighters in their military outfits celebrated her birthday as their leader.

Let’s see if the ruthless generals will accomplish their final mission, which is against the
people’s will. Previously, she has always survived the regime’s arrests, attempts to
assassinate her and all of their wicked plots against her.

She is thin but strong. She is old but determined. She is alone but mindful. She is locked up
but peaceful.

Naing Khit is a commentator on political affairs.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/commentary/can-aung-san-suu-kyi-survive-myanmar-
juntas-latest-attack.html

Suu Kyi's Solitary Confinement Will Backfire on Myanmar Junta: HRW
By THE IRRAWADDY |24 June 2022

Human Rights Watch says the moving of detained 77-year-old State Counselor Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi into solitary confinement in Naypyitaw Prison is an attempt to break her will
which will backfire.

“What we are seeing is the Myanmar junta moving towards a much more punitive phase,
towards Aung San Suu Kyi,” said Phil Robertson, deputy Asia director for the New York-
based NGO. “They are obviously trying to intimidate her and her supporters.”

According to sources, the ousted leader predicted she would be transferred to prison and
arranged to leave behind all her possessions not required for her trial.

Agence France-Presse reported that she remained in strong spirits after being moved from
house arrest on Wednesday, quoting a legal source.
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Robertson told AFP that the junta may think it is showing its strength but it will backfire and
boost the resistance movement.

Ko Bo Kyi of the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners told The Irrawaddy: “They may
think the prison is safer and maybe that it will trouble her more mentally and physically and
disconnect her more from the environment.”

The regime has held Daw Aung San Suu Kyi under house arrest since last year’s coup in
which her government was ousted. It followed her resounding victory in the November
2020 general election.

She has won in every election by a landslide she and her party have contested.

The junta moved her to an unknown location in Naypyitaw in April 2021 where she was
accompanied by a few of her staff and her dog.

In solitary confinement, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi will have three female prison staff.

The Nobel peace laureate faces numerous charges, carrying a combined sentence of over
100 years.

She remains hugely popular with the electorate.

On Sunday resistance fighters, striking civil servants, anti-regime protesters, political
prisoners and expats marked her 77th birthday and called for her release.

Three days later, the state counselor was moved into solitary confinement.

Stephane Dujarric, a spokesman for United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres,
told reporters on Thursday that the global body was “very concerned” for Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi.

“The junta’s move goes against everything we’ve been calling for, which was her release and
the release of all of the other political prisoners,” Dujarric said.

Since the coup, the junta has detained more than 14,000 people, including elected leaders,
lawmakers, activists, students, peaceful protesters and striking civil servants.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/suu-kyis-solitary-confinement-will-backfire-on-
myanmar-junta-hrw.html

Military is Weaker Since Coup and Momentum is With the Armed Resistance
By THE IRRAWADDY | 24 June 2022

Ye Myo Hein, the executive director of the Tagaung Institute of Political Studies and a public
policy fellow with the Woodrow Wilson International Center’s Asia Program, recently
published a research report: “One Year On: The Momentum of Myanmar’s Armed
Rebellion.”
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The report explores the development of conflict in Myanmar, its trends and potential
outlook.

“People staged peaceful protests when the military seized power. After violent crackdowns,
those peaceful protests transformed into armed rebellion. People’s Defense Forces (PDF)
emerged and the National Unity Government (NUG) declared a defensive war. Conflict
theaters emerged and serious armed conflicts broke out,” writes Ye Myo Hein in the report.

He recently talked to The Irrawaddy about his research.

What do you think is the most significant development in Myanmar since the February 2021
coup?

The most significant thing is that, according to our data, there were firefights and clashes in
266 townships out of the 330 townships in Myanmar. The number and magnitude of clashes
may vary from place to place. But, on the whole, the armed rebellion is happening
countrywide.

The magnitude of the ongoing armed rebellion is quite large. And it has gained considerable
momentum over the past year, which is totally unexpected.

Previously, observers said the military will win in the end. But they have changed their tune
lately and now say that there is a possibility that the Myanmar military might lose. The
defensive war has gained momentum in the year since the coup. That might be the most
significant development.

Your report names Anyar [central Myanmar] as the most crucial region where armed
revolution is taking place. Why?

The Anyar theater covers the plains including Sagaing, Magwe and Mandalay regions. It is a
long time since armed conflict tool place in Anyar, where the majority of people are Bamar.
Since the Communist Party of Burma’s base in Bago was destroyed in 1975, armed conflicts
have only taken place in the borderlands that are home to ethnic minorities.

Previously, the Myanmar military was referred to as a Bamar army by the ethnic armed
organizations (EAOs) it was fighting. But now Anyar Thar [ethnic Bamar people living in
central Myanmar] are fighting the military in a region where the Bamar people make up the
majority of residents. This means all the country’s ethnic groups are rebelling against the
military and the coup. Historically, Anyar has always been the main source of recruits for the
military. Now it’s a stronghold of the armed resistance to the junta. That fact makes the
Spring Revolution different from previous conflicts in Myanmar.

Anyar is also strategically important from a military point of view. Some observers say Anyar
is an important place that can link the Kachin and Chin theaters with Rakhine State. A

corridor of resistance will emerge in northwest and west Myanmar if all those regions are
linked.

Some analysts compare such a corridor with the Ho Chi Minh Trail [a military supply route
running from North Vietnam through Laos and Cambodia to South Vietnam] in the Vietnam
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War. These are the reasons | gave priority to Anyar in my study of the different conflict
regions in Myanmar.

Initially, the PDFs were armed with homemade and traditional weapons. Now they have
modern arms and are waging more effective guerilla war. Is that because of the support of
EAOs?

Before answering your question, we need to talk about PDFs and their weaponry first. At
present, there are the PDFs which are under the command of the NUG. Then there are
resistance groups that are known by the Burmese acronym Pa Ka Pha, as well as Local
Defense Forces (LDF), which operate independently.

There are 259 PDF battalions nationwide, as well as 250 Pa Ka Pha groups in 330 townships,
according to the NUG’s defense minister. We are making a list of LDFs, but they are
springing up across the country and it is difficult to count them. The NUG’s defense ministry
says that there are 401 LDFs, 354 of them with links to the NUG. The NUG says that it has
been able to transform 100 of them into PDFs and placed them under its command.

The NUG defense minister said there are between 50,000 and 100,000 PDF fighters
countrywide. According to the data we have gathered, there are around 100,000 resistance
fighters around the country. But only 15,000, or less than 20 per cent of them, have been
armed.

Driven by the need for arms, the resistance has tried to manufacture its own weapons. But
they still can’t manufacture advanced weapons. So domestic arms production is already in
place but, overall, less than 40 per cent of armed groups have been armed.

Some groups are supplied by the NUG. Some purchased arms with donations made by the
people or their own money. And some are armed by EAOs. Resistance groups have
undergone military training provided by EAOs. And they also go on joint operations
together. Thanks to those joint operations, newly-formed armed groups have grown strong
and their military capability has improved.

EAOs can be divided into three groups. The first group belongs to those that support the
ongoing armed revolution and are fighting the military dictatorship, in particular, the Kachin
Independence Army, the Karen National Union, the Chin National Front and the Karenni
National Progressive Party.

The second group belongs to those that are getting close to the regime, in particular, the
Restoration Council of Shan State, the New Mon State Party and other groups that recently
met the junta leader. Most of them are signatories to the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement.

The third group belongs to those that take neither side. They are groups that are pushing for
their own political objectives and interests, especially the United Wa State Army and the
Arakan Army. It is difficult to say if they support the NUG. They meet the regime, but they
don’t take sides with it. These are groups that are pushing their political objectives forward
in the space between the NUG and the regime.
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But under the current situation, those groups are the strongest now. Their position
significantly affects the ongoing armed revolution. It will tremendously affect the armed
revolution if or when they take a side in the conflict.

What stage is the armed resistance movement at now?

Speaking of the stages of armed struggle, there are basically three stages based on the
principles of Che Guevara. The first stage is strategic defense. The second is achieving
equilibrium with the enemy and the third is confronting and crushing the enemy.

Guerilla warfare was launched and based in rural areas and, in my view, it has gained
momentum.

The NUG said the PDFs and EAOs, if combined, now have control over 50 per cent of the
country, especially rural areas. It is difficult to say if they actually have control over 50 per
cent of the country, but we found that the military regime can’t exert authority over half of
the country.

Anti-regime resistance fighters in Kayah State. / KNDF-
BO5

So guerilla warfare is based in rural areas and it has
gained strength. Especially in Chin State, revolutionary
forces now have considerable control over rural areas.
But to answer your question of what stage the
revolution has reached, it is still in the first stage of

strategic defense.

How do you foresee the future? Will the PDFs continue to grow and become a professional
army, a federal army, under a unified chain of command?

In my view, the armed struggle will gather momentum and the fighting will intensify in the
future. Secondly, the resistance who are now building the strategic defense will perhaps be
able to reach an equilibrium with the enemy in the upcoming rainy season.

Perhaps the PDFs backed by the NUG will be able to further strength their defense. To what
extent they will be able to build properly, we will have to wait and see.

According to theories, the first stage is the gathering of revolutionary forces, the second is
fighting guerilla warfare and the third stage is forming an army and annihilating the enemy.
At present, the PDFs and revolutionary forces have passed the first stage.

Mao Zedong said that if revolutionary forces have passed the first stage and also won 15 to
25 per cent of public support, it is quite difficult to quash their revolt. His assumption was
based on historical events.

Now revolutionary forces have passed the first stage and they also enjoy a certain level of
public support. On Resistance Day [Armed Forces Day], the regime vowed to crush the PDFs.
From a theoretical point of view, it has been very difficult for the regime to crush the PDFs.
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Among the other important factors for PDFs are public support and political strength. Their
leadership is also immensely important. The capability of resistance group members, the
type of training they receive and their organizational structures also matter.

It is also important to strengthen the chain of command. Combat effectiveness, availability
of weapons, knowledge of terrain and mobility also matter a lot.

The resistance has gained certain momentum over the past year, but not by forming and
fighting as large battalions. It has gained momentum with resistance groups operating as a
network. In some places, resistance groups were not operating as part of a network. They
were fighting separately, but they have now grown as there are a large number of them
fighting at the same time. To move to the next level, the chain of command is crucially
important. A lot of research indicates that an armed revolution that has a chain of command
has a higher chance of success than an armed revolution carried out by a network of groups.

For the revolution to reach the next stage, there are three major factors that we need to

examine. How much more public support will the resistance be able to win? What sort of
political strength will they be able to build? How strong a chain of command will they be

able to build? I think those three factors are crucially important.

The resistance is still in the process of building a central command and coordination
committee (C3C). When C3Cis stronger, the NUG’s three military regions will be able to
launch offensives.

For the C3C to get stronger and reach the stage of a federal army, political consensus is
important. | think much more remains to be done in that regard.

Some observers assess that both the morale and military capability of the junta forces are
declining, citing heavy casualties and desertions. Can the military be defeated?

My view is that the military currently faces seven huge challenges. The military was said to
be a strong institution. In fact, that was because it has been involved in politics for many
years. The basic institution of the military is rotten inside. And that was clearly exposed
when it was faced with a real challenge.

Also, the military is under an unprecedented level of international pressure. It has not yet
won legitimacy on international stage.

The third challenge is that they also have to fight with the people after the coup [as well as
the EAOs]. Subsequently, they are overstretched. This is the fourth challenge. It has become
a burden for them as they have to fight on multiple fronts. They can’t use large numbers of
troops in a single place, but have to spread their forces across various regions. This has
become a big challenge for the military.

The fifth challenge is that some soldiers are already questioning the leadership of the junta
chief [Senior General Min Aung Hlaing].
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A sixth challenge is that, since the coup, the military has continuously committed mistakes
including brutal crackdowns on anti-coup protesters and violence against civilians. The way
they have treated the people negatively affects their military objectives.

The seventh challenge is something we didn’t expect. PDFs have sprung up strongly and, at
the same time, EAOs have grown stronger. As those things constitute strong challenges, it is
now difficult for the regime to put the entire country under its control.

As the regime becomes weaker, it has become crueler. Throughout history, the Myanmar
military had committed cruel acts whenever its military objectives can’t be fulfilled. From its
ongoing brutal violence, we can conclude that the military has become weaker.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/interview/military-is-weaker-since-coup-and-
momentum-is-with-the-armed-resistance.html

Son of Slain Villager Recalls Myanmar Junta Massacre in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 24 June 2022

When nearly 200 regime soldiers left Mon Taing Pin Village in Sagaing Region on May 12, Ko
Thurein found his father, brother-in-law and eight other relatives who had been missing for
two days.

But all ten of his family members were dead, slaughtered by junta forces along with 19
other villagers during a May 10-11 raid on the village in Ye-U Township.

Residents found 29 charred bodies in burned-out houses, as well as discovering the corpses
of two resistance fighters outside the village, after the troops left. Some residents said the
resistance fighters were killed while preparing explosives.

“l will be holding a grudge [against the regime] until the world ends,” said the
twentysomething Ko Thurein, as he recalled losing his father U Aung Htoo, 50, and nine
other relatives.

Military regime troops arrived in Mon Taing Pin on May 10, opening fire as they marched
into the village.

“When we saw soldiers advancing into our village, we were all forced to flee,” said Ko
Thurein.

However, around 100 villagers including women were trapped in the village monastery and
were captured by the regime soldiers.

Junta troops selected male villagers under the age of 60 to be killed, tying their hands
behind their backs, while releasing the women detainees and eight men aged over 60, said
Ko Thurein.
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“All the men under 60 were slain as the soldiers thought they could be helping local People’s
Defense Forces or be members of armed resistance groups,” added Ko Thurein, citing the
accounts of freed detainees.

Ko Thurein said the 29 villagers were split into small groups, killed and their bodies were
burned by the soldiers before they left the village on May 11. Junta troops also torched over
two dozen houses in the village.

Evidence of the regime’s massacre in Mon Taing Pin came to light on June 18 when Radio
Free Asia and other media outlets published images and a video retrieved from the cell
phone of a junta soldier who took part in the atrocity.

The photos show around thirty male villagers detained in the grounds of a monastery with
their hands tied behind their backs.

Another photo shows five of the detainees, all blindfolded with their hands tied, lying on
blood-stained ground in front of a group of regime troops. All five of the victims appear to
have been shot or to have had their throats cut, according to the image. However, it is not
clear if they are from the group detained at the Mon Taing Pin monastery.

The soldier who owned the phone is seen in the video bragging with two other soldiers
about how many people they have killed and how they slaughtered them.

Another soldier in the video claims to have killed 26 people, slitting the throats of many of
his victims.

“l killed a man who | caught,” said the soldier in the video. “I buried him after chopping him
into three pieces as the battalion commander ordered me to do.”

The name of the source in this story has been changed for his safety.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/son-of-slain-villager-recalls-myanmar-junta-
massacre-in-sagaing.html

Myanmar Resistance Claims 25 Junta Soldiers Killed
By THE IRRAWADDY | 24 June 2022

A total of 25 Myanmar junta troops and allied militia members were killed by the people’s
defense forces (PDFs) at a village in Tamu Township, Sagaing Region, on Wednesday.

Tamu PDF and the Special Task Force a resistance group attacked regime forces and pro-
regime Pyu Saw Htee militia stationed at Pann Thar village in the south of the township.

Tamu PDF said the raid was in response to a junta attack that left 12 resistance fighters dead
and three others in custody in Pwintbyu Township, Magwe Region, on early Wednesday.

The group called the raid “Operation Swun Ye” to honor resistance fighter Swun Ye who was
killed at the village during a clash with regime forces last year.
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A Tamu PDF representative told The Irrawaddy on Friday that 11 regime soldiers and 14 pro-
regime militia members were confirmed killed in the five-hour clash. Five resistance fighters
were injured.

The resistance retreated as junta reinforcement arrived and troops at a nearby village began
shelling them.

On Thursday evening, resistance groups in Tamu ambushed a junta convoy of more than 12
vehicles near Yan Linn Phine village on the Kale-Tamu highway.

Tamu PDF said they only targeted junta vehicles and avoided civilians.

Two vehicles were damaged but the regime casualties are unknown. The convoy was
heading to Tamu after burning houses and detaining three villagers.

On Friday, residents found their bodies after being shot by soldiers, according to the Tamu
PDF.

The junta faces daily attacks from PDFs and ethnic armed organizations across the country.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-resistance-claims-25-junta-soldiers-
killed.html

Sagaing Civilians Killed in Random Myanmar Junta Shelling
By THE IRRAWADDY | 24 June 2022

Two civilians from Chaung-U in Sagaing Region were killed and four others injured by
Myanmar junta artillery on Thursday.

Junta artillery hit three houses in Kyaung Yor and Aanout Maote wards in the south of the
town.

The township is a resistance stronghold.

A woman in her 50s and her daughter, 25, in Kyaung Yor were killed. The woman’s husband
in his 50s was injured in his leg.

“The man was discharged from hospital this morning because he had to bury his wife and
daughter,” said a rescuer.

Two women aged 53 and 35 and a 32-year-old man from Aanout Maote were injured,
according to the rescue team. Two of the injuries were serious. The injured civilians were
treated at the military’s Northwestern Command Hospital in Monywa.

A witness told The Irrawaddy that one of the women had died in hospital but that has not
been confirmed.

“Soldiers shell the town at random despite the lack of any fighting. It is inhumane,” said a
Chaung-U resident.
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The regime has been shelling villages around the town at night this week but this was the
first attack on an urban area, said the resident.

The regime told residents not to go outside.

Chaung-U Township is a resistance stronghold where junta troops have conducted massive
offensives since May.

Soldiers have been raiding and torching numerous villages.

Data for Myanmar, an independent group monitoring junta atrocities, reported on June 3
that an estimated 13,840 houses in Sagaing Region had been burned down since the coup.

Large numbers of civilian deaths have been reported and thousands have been displaced.

The junta on Monday shelled Yinmabin Township and injured two civilians. Three Khin-U
Township civilians, including a one-year-old, were seriously injured by junta shells on
Thursday.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/sagaing-civilians-killed-in-random-myanmar-
junta-shelling.html

Hundreds forced to flee after troops torch homes in Magway

Troops and local pro-junta militias burned down around 100 houses in Kan Nat village.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.06.24

Man Gyee Lay Pin village, Mying township,
Magway region was burned down by junta forces
and affiliated Pyu Saw Htee groups on June 22,
2022. CREDIT: Mying Villages Revolution Front
(MVRF)

More than 500 residents of Kan Nat village were
forced to flee when military forces and junta-
affiliated Pyu Saw Htee members torched nearly all of its 115 homes.

More than 80 soldiers and members of the affiliated militias raided the village in Magway
region’s Mying township on June 15, and set fire to three houses, according to local
residents.

The following day they burned down more than 90 houses, leaving few homes standing,
according to a resident who did not want to be named for safety reasons.

“There are about 115 houses in the village, but nearly 100 were set on fire by the military
and Pyu Saw Htee groups. They had weapons and we were afraid to do anything,” the
resident said.
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One resident told RFA that a few days earlier military troops were deployed to Kan Ni
village, which is next to Kan Nat. They were ambushed by the local People’s Defense
Forces (PDFs).

Junta forces fired heavy artillery before they entered the village on June 15 and forced
the residents to flee empty handed. When locals returned to their village to try to put out
their burning homes they were forced to run for a second time when troops shelled the
village again.

Soldiers also burned houses in other villages near Kan Nat.

In the past a military council spokesman has told RFA that the burning of villages in
Magway region is the work of PDFs, not junta troops.

Data for Myanmar, which systematically monitors the damage to buildings and houses
across the country, reported on June 7 that a total of 18,886 houses had been burned
down from the day of the coup on February 1 last year to May 31, 2022. Of that total,
3,055 houses were in Magway region.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/hundreds-forced-to-flee-after-troops-torch-
homes-in-magway-region-06242022061502.html

Resistance forces attack military-occupied village near Myanmar-india border

The ambush was reportedly launched to avenge the death of a PDF fighter killed by the
same Myanmar army troops and Pyu Saw Htee members in Sagaing’s Tamu Township

Nyein Swe | Published on Jun 24, 2022

Resistance fighters head towards Pan Thar village in Tamu
Township on June 22 (Tamu PDF Battalion 3)

An alliance of local defence forces launched a morning
assault on a village in Sagaing Region’s Tamu Township on
Wednesday where junta troops and members of the
Myanmar army-backed Pyu Saw Htee militia had stationed
themselves.

The resistance coalition ambushed Pan Thar village, under two miles from Myanmar’s
border with India, to avenge a member of the Tamu People’s Defence Force (PDF) killed last
year by the same troops and militia members, an officer in the PDF’s Battalion 3 explained.

In tribute, the attack was called “Operation Sun Ye,” a reference to the fallen guerrilla
fighter.

“We are a joint force and they’re also a joint force of the military and Pyu Saw Htee. They
were in a defensive position and we were on the offensive,” the officer said.
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Using heavy artillery and guns, the junta forces returned fire against the guerrilla fighters
from within bunkers and civilian houses that they had occupied in Pan Thar.

The Tamu PDF reported that around 30 enemy troops were killed in the nearly seven-hour
battle and five resistance fighters were injured.

Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify the number of casualties.

“The military suffered a great deal of losses, and we withdrew to tend to the injuries of our
men,” the Tamu PDF officer said, adding that the junta forces had retreated to Man Maw
village, west of Pan Thar.

That evening, soldiers came back in three ambulances to retrieve dead and injured troops
from the village, according to locals.

Tension remained high in Tamu at the time of reporting, with 10 trucks of Myanmar army
reinforcements from Kalay arriving in the area, the PDF officer said. The soldiers reportedly
stopped in the village of Khan Pat, on the border between the two townships, and
confiscated civilian vehicles in order to continue their journey into Tamu.

Junta forces have become frequent targets of resistance groups in Tamu attempting to drive
out the coup regime’s troops.

In January, three police and two military officers were killed in a guerrilla attack just outside
the township’s border with Kalay.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/resistance-forces-attack-military-occupied-
village-near-myanmar-india-border

Regime Targets Youths In Lashio

By SHAN - June 24, 2022

Lashio prison in Shan State Burma

The Burma Army (BA) detained twenty youths from Lashio
over two days in northern Shan State. According to an
anonymous source, one of those arrested posted a prayer on
Facebook for Aung San Suu Kyi, recently moved to solitary
confinement after being placed under house arrest during the

coup.

“If they find evidence that the youths have been collecting money for NUG (National Unity
Government) and the PDF (People’s Defence Forces), they’ll send them to an interrogation
centre,” he told SHAN. The source said they’ve released some youths in the past after taking
money.

The soldiers threatened the youth’s family members that something bad could happen to
their offspring if they talked about their dentention.

Page 15 of 53


https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/resistance-forces-attack-military-occupied-village-near-myanmar-india-border
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/resistance-forces-attack-military-occupied-village-near-myanmar-india-border
https://english.shannews.org/archives/author/shannews

An anonymous youth collecting for a PDF said it’s become riskier after many youths were
arrested. During interrogation, those arrested revealed names and information about other
youths involved in the armed struggle.

”"We have to consider our family because they’ll confiscate our house if they find out that
someone is working with a PDF or NUG.”

There’s also a problem with fraudsters pretending to raise money for the resistance, he said,
and that’s the reason why donations are going down.

According to a man close to the prison authorities, the BA has locked up many innocent
people in Lashio prison while releasing many thieves who commit crimes after their release.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25149

NUG will carry out migrant census and issue Overseas Employment Registration Cards
By Mizzima |

By the end of June the National Unity Government (NUG) should have started compiling a
list of Myanmar migrant workers abroad and will begin issuing identification cards.

According to the NUG’s Ministry of Labor Deputy Minister, U Kyaw Ni, the census is aimed at
compiling a list of migrant workers that can be used in the planning of national projects and
to issue Overseas Employment Registration Cards (OERC).

He said to Mizzima: “An exact list of Myanmar people working abroad will be compiled. The
census is being taken [to help] for long-term and short-term projects. The census is
expected to begin at the end of this month [June 2022].”

Currently, according to the 1999 Foreign Employment Law the Ministry of Labour (Mol -
now under the junta) has been issuing migrant workers an Overseas Workers ldentification
Card (OWIC) that is valid for five years.

According to the junta Mol, workers will only be allowed to work abroad or travel through
international airports and land borders if they hold an OWIC.

The NUG government said that its OERC will eventually replace the OWIC when the NUG
comes to power.

But, since the NUG announced the OERC the junta MoL made an announcement saying that
anyone found applying for an OERC or in possession of an OERC will be blacklisted from
entering or leaving the country. Also, action will be taken against the under the Counter-
Terrorism Law and existing laws and regulations.

Because of these restrictions the NUG said that people who register with them as migrant
workers do not yet need to take an OERC card.

U Kyaw Ni said: “People can choose whether or not to receive the cards. Those who are
registered will get the cards; but they can decide not to take them.”
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About 10 per cent of the Myanmar population is working abroad. Many migrant workers
from Myanmar work in Thailand, both legally and illegally.

Since the coup Myanmar migrant workers have faced increased problems, including
difficulties with passport extensions and labour card applications.

Oo Aung Kyaw, the Chairman of Migrant Workers' Rights Network, said: “Following the
coup, some people found themselves in legal difficulties after their passports had expired.
There are issues with passport documentation, and people must pay extra to extend their
applications.”

https://www.mizzima.com/article/nug-will-carry-out-migrant-census-and-issue-overseas-
employment-registration-cards

PNLO reaches agreements in peace talks
By Mizzima |

The Pa-0 National Liberation Organization (PNLO) says it has reached agreements with the
Special Administration Council (SAC) chairman Min Aung Hlaing including agreements on the
establishment of a federal union and multi-party democracy.

During three days of talks between the PNLO and Min Aung Hlaing, held between 16 and 18
June, eight accords were reached, including one covering how a multi-party democracy will
function in Myanmar, according to Colonel Khun Okka, a PNLO official.

“There are eight accords with our organisation. Including how a multi-party democracy can
function and how a federal union can be established”, he said.

Min Aung Hlaing has been holding peace talks in Naypyidaw since the third week of May
and has so far met with representatives from seven ethnic armed organisations (EAOs).

In the meetings junta officials offered the EAOs incentives to agree to the establishment of a
federal union and federalism was widely discussed.

According to the PNLO, during their talks the SAC ignored the current conflicts and military
challenges and only focussed on nation-building.

It was more than a year after the 1 February 2021 coup that the junta called for peace
negotiations with EAOs. Many commentators believe that the only reason the junta has
called for peace talks with EAOs is so that its troops can stop fighting EAO groups and
concentrate on fighting revolutionaries in Bamar regions.

Unfortunately for the junta two of the EAO groups most active in fighting against the junta
and the training and arming of revolutionaries, the Karen National Union (KNU) and the
Kachin Independence Organisation (KIO), refused to take part in the peace talks.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/pnlo-reaches-agreements-peace-talks
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Arakan Army Detains Myanmar Naval Officer
By THE IRRAWADDY | 24 June 2022

The Arakan Army (AA) seized a captain from the Myanmar military’s Danyawaddy naval base
in Rakhine State’s capital, Sittwe, on Thursday, according to town residents.

The captain was detained near the naval base and was reportedly in uniform and armed
when abducted by the AA.

Junta soldiers searched houses following the abduction of their captain. “Soldiers are driving
around the town and checking road users. Some shops have closed,” a Sittwe resident told
The Irrawaddy on Thursday.

A large number of junta soldiers and police reportedly carried out checks in Sittwe central
market, Mingan Ward and Sanpya Ward near the naval base, and also detained several
residents.

The regime has also detained dozens of residents in Mrauk-U after the AA abducted four of
the town’s military security affairs officers on Tuesday. Schools and the central market are
closed as junta troops carry out checks at intersections.

In Kyauktaw the AA abducted three policemen on Monday evening. The following day, junta
troops searched houses and detained political activist Ko Zaw Win. Several others were also
detained.

On June 11, the AA abducted two junta soldiers from a military checkpoint near Kisspanadi
bridge in Kyauktaw. It also detained a Light Infantry Battalion 550 soldier in Ponnagyun on
June 16. The regime has since detained seven civilians in Ponnagyun.

The AA detained a police sergeant from Tein Nyo Village in Mrauk-U on June 17. The ethnic
armed group has detained 12 junta personnel, including eight soldiers and four police
officers, since June 11.

At a June 14 press conference, AA spokesman Khaing Thukha said the group’s abduction of
junta soldiers was in response to regime detentions of its members. He did not say how
many AA members have been abducted.

Military tensions have been running high in Rakhine State for months as the regime takes
steps to thwart the AA’s efforts to consolidate its control in the region.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/arakan-army-detains-myanmar-naval-
officer.html
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Arrests in Rakhine raise fears of renewed conflict between military, Arakan Army
The two sides have maintained a delicate truce since November 2020
By RFA Burmese | 2022.06.24

This file photo shows a member of Myanmar's military on
duty near Sittwe, Rakhine State, Myanmar. Reuters

Residents in western Myanmar’s Rakhine state are
increasingly on edge, worried that fighting between the
military and the Arakan Army (AA) will soon erupt once
again as arrests of personnel from both sides escalate.

The national military fought an increasingly bitter war with the AA, which says it is
fighting for autonomy for ethnic minority Rakhine people, from December 2018 until a
truce was reached in November 2020, months before the army seized power in a
February 2021 coup.

The coastal state was awash with refugees from that fighting, but stayed relatively quiet
for many months while anti-coup protests and fighting by local militias raged across much
of Myanmar but tensions started rising in recent months.

The military this week detained people who it suspected of having links with the AA in
the state capital Sittwe, and Mrauk-U, Ponnagyun and Kyauktaw townships, in response
to the AA’s recent arrests of junta soldiers.

Since Thursday, the military has been blocking the city gates of Sittwe, after the AA
arrested a naval lieutenant and a sailor there. It also shut down waterways from Sittwe to
various towns in the state, which borders the Bay of Bengal and Bangladesh.

Police and soldiers are checking hotels, guest houses and residences all over Sittwe
looking for suspected AA members.

Residents told RFA that at least seven civilians were arrested on Thursday evening.

Three civilians, including 46-year-old Oo San Maung, were arrested by 30 soldiers in the
Mingan Block 9 area of the city, his son Myo Kyaw Hlaing told RFA’s Burmese Service.

“They came to search our house. My father went out to the front of the house and said
no one was there,” said Myo Kyaw Hlaing. “They just arrested him without saying a word.
Not only my father, two other youths in our ward were arrested. We have no contact
with those arrested yet.”

Residents told RFA that three minors and Soe Thiha, a visitor from Taunggup, were
arrested in Sittwe on Friday Morning.

There have been reports of more civilian arrests but RFA has not been able to confirm
this independently.
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At about 9 p.m. Thursday night, soldiers fired shots at a group of people as they returned
to a guest house in the same part of Sittwe, a person in the group told RFA on condition
of anonymity for security reasons.

"One of my friends and | were going back to our guesthouse on a motorbike. Three other
guys were on another. The soldiers blocked our path and shouted at us to stop. When we
didn’t stop, they fired four or five shots at us,” he said.

“The guys on the other motorbike left it and ran away. | was lucky | didn’t lose mine,”
said the man, who said he was not hurt in the gunfire.

The military arrested more than 20 civilians in Mrauk-U township on Wednesday after the
AA arrested three military personnel on Tuesday.

“Aa far as we know, some of the civilians they arrested were released that day,” a
resident of Mrauk-U told RFA.

“We heard that six people were released, and | think there are still more than 10 people
detained,” the resident said on condition of anonymity for safety reasons.

The AA arrested a soldier and three policemen in Ponnagyun and Kyauktaw townships
between June 16 and 22. In response the army arrested 30 civilians, according to local
reports. Among the civilians, sources told RFA that four women were said to have been
released, but the rest were still in detention.

Other reports said that the AA has arrested more than a dozen members of the police
and military in Mrauk-U and Kyauktaw townships, and the military has detained at least
50 civilians over the past few days in retaliation.

RFA tried to contact the junta’s spokesman, Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun, by telephone for
comment, but he did not respond.

Zaw Min Tun, however, warned the AA at a press conference on May 19 that it would be
responsible for the consequences of detaining soldiers.

“What we are doing at the moment, the reason we are detaining the Rakhine people, is
for their own good. We do not want them to get into trouble,” he told reporters.

“l would like to repeat that we are detaining the Rakhine people so that they will not get
into trouble. We are patiently working for peace within the union. If anything happens
regarding this, don’t blame the military for the consequences,” Zaw Min Tun said.

The AA’s spokesman, Khine Thukha, told a news conference on June 14 that AA members
were only retaliating against the military for its abuses.

"The reason for the arrests is that the Myanmar army raided houses of our ULA/AA
members at night time,” he said. The ULA refers to the United League of Arakan, which is
the political wing of the Arakan Army.
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“Some of our troops were detained by the military during last month and this month.
That’s why we have arrested their troops. If they keep on doing that, we will retaliate,"
he said.

He said if the military releases the AA members, the AA would release the soldiers they
arrested, but he would not disclose how many each side had arrested.

Pe Than, a former member of the state parliament, said the situation in Rakhine was
volatile.

“It depends a lot on how many more people are going to be arrested in future and how
much trouble there will be,” said Pe Than.

“If both sides keep on doing this, the number of detainees, which is just a few at present,
will become a lot. The arrests might be in groups instead of one or two. And then, as the
situation worsens, there could be some clashes that could blow up into renewed
fighting,” he said.

Pe Than said the military and the AA should negotiate a peaceful resolution before the
violence escalates.

But tensions between the junta and the AA have been high since early May, with locals
and Rakhine politicians concerned that fighting will soon intensify.

The resumption of full-scale conflict between the military and the Arakan Army could put
the lives of millions of ethnic minority residents of Rakhine at risk, according to a report
published this month by the International Crisis Group (ICG), an NGO.

It said AA efforts to gain territory in the north could affect as many as 3 million ethnic
Rakhines and Rohingyas. Tom Kean, ICG senior adviser on Myanmar, told RFA this month
that a humanitarian consequences from renewed fighting would probably be worse than
they were during the two-year war.

Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government has invited the AA to join an alliance of
regional armies to fight the military, which IGC said could also lead to an escalation in
violence in Rakhine state.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Eugene Whong.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/rakhine-06242022161713.html

Kachin public calls on KIO to address gold mining crisis
JUNE 24, 2022 | By EMILY FISHBEIN, JAUMAN NAW, JAW TU HKAWNG and NU NU LUSAN

Unwilling to accept military rule, many in Kachin are looking to the Kachin Independence
Organization to fill a void in governance. As the KIO strengthens its influence, it is facing
mounting pressure to regulate environmentally destructive gold mining.

Page 21 of 53


https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/rakhine-06242022161713.html

Gold miners near Nam San Yang use a pressure hose
to dislodge sediment to extract gold. The process also
involves the use of mercury, which locals worry will
contaminate the water (Yawng Htang | Frontier)

Bawk Nu* has spent the last 11 years dreaming of the
day she could safely return to her village of Nam San
Yang. She is one of more than 100,000 people who
fled their homes following a resumption in fighting between the military and the armed
wing of the Kachin Independence Organization in 2011, and she has lived in a camp for
internally displaced people near the KIO headquarters of Laiza ever since.

Not long after villagers evacuated Nam San Yang, businesspeople started buying up their
land for gold mining. After the coup, the scramble for gold turned into a frenzy. Excavator
trucks turned what remained of the village into gaping craters and piles of earth, but Bawk
Nu was one of the few who refused to sell. On December 27, KIO banned gold mining in
areas within its sphere of influence.

Both Bawk Nu and Mun Awng*, a member of the village’s Baptist church, said that although
gold mining temporarily stopped in January, it had resumed when they visited the village in
May. “During the day, everything was quiet, but mining happened at night,” said Bawk Nu.

“The mining continued... The only thing that changed was that it wasn’t happening openly.”

Among properties mined during that time were those adjacent to Bawk Nu’s. Her land
buried in waste heaps, she recently conceded to sell it, feeling she had no alternative. “l had
dreamed of going back home when my village became peaceful,” she said. “After | saw all
the gold mining in my village, | felt like my dream was shattered.”

She is one of many people across Kachin State who have suffered the adverse impacts of a
gold mining rush since the coup, as a contracting formal economy pushes people to look for
new sources of income and the collapse of rule of law emboldens people to extract
resources without fear of consequences.

Interviews with 12 villagers and seven members of Kachin civil society over the past six
months for a series of articles on gold mining in Kachin State highlight an exacerbation of
problems which have been reported by civil society groups since the early 2000s. These
include a loss of land, the deterioration of social fabric, polluted water and eroded
riverbanks.

The interviews also reinforce a well-documented link between resource extraction and
armed conflict.

Kachin’s resources, including gold, jade and timber, have long provided funds for armed
actors including the military and KIO. Since the coup, fighting in the state has intensified as
the KIO continues its fight for self-determination and joins the national uprising against the
junta. The situation has fostered the perfect conditions for the state’s conflict resource
economy to thrive, at the expense of local communities and the environment.
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Local sources told Frontier that regardless of whether the military, KIO or militia groups
claim control over an area, any group which can access the area is likely to collect taxes on
gold mining operations there, but none were systematically regulating the industry.

They said that as the KIO increases its influence in areas outside of its territory as well as its
legitimacy in the eyes of the public, they would like to see it step up its response to gold
mining.

“In this current situation, we see the KIO as our parent and our government,” said Naw Ja*
from Hpung Ing Yang village in Sumprabum Township. “I would like the government to
address gold mining...[and] prioritise protecting our natural environment.”

A map of Kachin State, highlighting some areas where gold
mining is occurring.

A sandy wasteland

Although people in Kachin have traditionally panned for
i3 gold and used rudimentary diving methods, mechanised
State gold mining first picked up after the military and KIO
ot signed a ceasefire in 1994 and the military began issuing
large across the state. Since the
coup, however, the mining has reached unprecedented
levels, local sources said. “After the coup, people mined
gold without concern for the environment,” said Naw Ja in
Hpung Ing Yang. “After gold miners finish, they just
abandon their sites. Many cows fall into mining pits and die.”

*Myitkyina

Sources also said that rivers and streams have become muddy and discoloured with
sediment, that gold miners commonly use and dispose of mercury without taking any
precautions, and that water levels are exceptionally low, affecting drinking, bathing, fishing
and farming.

Gold mining is even increasing in environmentally fragile locations, including in the

. La Ring*, who is from a village** southwest of the lake, said that
gold mining is especially spreading in Ma Mon Kaing and Maing Nawng villages. He added
that it was encroaching on the Nam Yin Hka Forest Reserve, which officials were not only
failing to monitor, but profiting from gold mining there. “Gold mining is turning the forest
into a sandy wasteland,” he said.

The increase in gold mining has also brought harmful social impacts. Several local sources
described to Frontier an influx of narcotic drugs into some gold mining areas. “When gold
miners become addicted to drugs, bosses cut the cost from their wages. Almost all of the
bosses sell drugs to their workers,” said La Ring.

Rifts have also developed between people perceived as enabling or benefitting from gold
mining and those resisting it. Mun Awng of the Nam San Yang Baptist church said that the
mining had placed the village’s two church denominations at odds because many of those
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involved in the business or brokering land sales were Catholic, while the Baptist church had
been leading efforts to stop the mining.

The situation is straining tensions that surfaced in 2019, when a group of mostly Catholic
IDPs returned to Nam San Yang through a controversial initiative facilitated by the military,
but Baptists mostly stayed in displacement camps. “This small number of people who
returned are the ones doing all this mining and working as brokers,” said Mun Awng. “They
call other villagers who are still living in IDP camps or other areas and ask them to sell their
land.”

In a village** on the Mali River just west of the town of Machanbaw, Htun Ja* said that
many ethnic Lisus had sold their land. “Gold miners convinced [Lisus] to sell their
farmland...so villagers from other ethnicities asked them why. We have to convince them
not to sell,” he said. According to Htun Ja, some of those who sold had asked
businesspeople to build public roads and irrigation canals in return. “We have to explain to
them why we should not ask for help from businesspeople...Businesspeople are not a
charity organisation. They are looking for profits,” he said.

The remains of the Nam San Yang village
cemetery after most of it was dug up for gold
mining. (Yawng Htang | Frontier)

A vicious cycle

Although many of those mining gold are
migrants from across the state and country,
people are also mining in their own villages at a
time of diminishing alternatives. “Local gold
miners feel bad about mining [gold], but they still have to do it for their livelihoods,” said
Brang Naw* in Naung Chein village, Waingmaw Township.

La Ring said that southwest of Indawgyi Lake, many farm labourers had also shifted to gold
mining. “Rice farming businesses can’t compete,” he said. “Local farmers aren’t able to pay
10,000 kyats (USS5) per day to workers, but gold mining bosses can pay.”

According to Zaw Man Aung of the Hukawng Land Development Programme, a civil society
group based in Tanai Township, local people are also increasingly turning to gold mining in
the Hukawng valley, which hosts a large wildlife sanctuary and has long experienced
intensive gold mining to the detriment of its forests and local land rights.

“Some people know [mining] isn’t good for the environment, but they have no choice,” said
Joseph, whose group organised a debate for local youth on June 5 about whether gold
mining should be banned. “Especially at this time...they take everything they can. They
aren’t sure about tomorrow, so they will do it now.”

Local sources described a range of factors driving people to sell their land and also said that
land grabs were happening in some areas. Southwest of Indawgyi Lake, La Ring said that
many farmowners had sold their property because they “just saw an instant huge amount of
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money,” but that in other cases, gold miners “leave local landowners with no choice by
disposing of waste on their farmland,” he said.

West of Machanbaw, Htun Ja said some of the mining was happening on land which had not
been sold, including that of villagers living in IDP camps. “When we went to ask [the miners]
about it, they said they did all the process at the higher levels. We don’t know whether they
have permission or not,” he said.

At a time when humanitarian aid is dwindling and armed conflict is ongoing, some IDPs who
held onto their land for years are now selling. “Many think that they will sell their land and
buy land in the city and resettle there,” said Mun Awng in Nam San Yang.

But land grabs and the loss of land through collateral damage are also common in the
village, according to Mun Awng. “Some land has been mined without landowners’ consent
or knowledge. In some cases...[people’s] land has been destroyed and landslides have been
happening due to mining on their neighbours’ land. Some [businesspeople] don’t pay the
full amount for the land and disappear,” he said.

The situation has contributed to a vicious cycle in which, unable to monitor their land
closely and fearing they will lose it anyway, many IDPs are selling, which then drives even
more people to sell, often at low prices. “Landowners are worried that their land will
disappear to landslides when it rains or mined without their knowledge, so one by one they
are selling,” said Bawk Nu.

A gold mining pit in Nam San Yang in May of this
year. (Frontier)

A call for help

Locals who have tried to resist gold mining said
they felt unsupported by any armed actor or
political institution and they feared social
backlash as well as physical attacks as a result of
speaking out. “I don’t feel safe because gold
miners have noticed me,” said Htun Ja, who joined other locals near Machanbaw in
appealing verbally to local KIO officers and petitioning in writing to the village’s General
Administration Department, as well as posting wooden signboards gold miners to keep out,
without any result so far.

Near Indawgyi Lake, La Ring also said he felt unsafe for speaking out against gold mining,
while his efforts appealing to the Forest Reserve Group and KIO officials had so far come to
nothing. “The KIO do not take any action against gold mining because they even collect
taxes from it. The SAC and militia groups also do not take any action,” he said, referring to
the State Administration Council, the official name for the junta.

Mun Awng said that the Nam San Yang Baptist church has been petitioning the KIO in
person and in writing since around 2013 to stop gold mining in the village, and that he was
frustrated not to see more decisive action yet. “We cannot sell farmland or houses in our
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area without KIO involvement. Although they say ‘We are not a government; we are a
revolutionary organisation’, what | understand is that when they need to take something
from us, they say they are our government, but when they need to solve problems for us,
they say they are just a revolutionary organisation.”

He also said he fears the consequences of raising his voice because it involves challenging
the KIO. “It is not easy to speak against them in our area. When we speak against Bamar
people, the whole public supports us, but when we speak against our KIO, people will think
we are crazy.”

Colonel Naw Bu told Frontier during a phone interview in April that the KIO had stopped
nearly all gold mining operations in areas under its control since December of last year, and
that it was not permitting new operations in the Kachin Region, which it defines as Kachin
State and parts of northern Shan State. “We are a revolutionary organisation, but we take
responsibility and accountability to protect our land,” he said.

He said that the KIO was unable to address gold mining in areas outside of its control
because it might lead to armed conflict with military forces, and that some businesses were
“taking advantage.” “The formal dialogue channel is gone and we cannot negotiate
anymore. We are in wartime and as such, we cannot enforce the law effectively,” he said.

He also acknowledged that the KIO was still collecting taxes on gold mining operations in
some areas under military control, but said that he did not have further information on the
amount or locations because this was handled at the ground level. “We have ordered all
offices to collect taxes where it is appropriate to do so,” he said in June, adding that the KIO
central committee had warned its members not to engage in any deceitful acts.

When asked in a follow-up call on June 23 to respond to claims that mining had resumed in
Nam San Yang, he reiterated that the KIO had stopped all gold mining in the village, and said
that the KIO was not collecting any taxes there either.

“If we use our armed forces to check the situation, there might be some challenges or
armed clashes with those responsible [for mining],” he added. “In this situation, some
people might pull the wool over [our] eyes and keep on mining gold, but | would like to
restate that the KIO has clearly banned gold mining in that area.”

Groundwater is suctioned through a bamboo sluice
tray to separate out particles of gold (Yawng Htang
| Frontier)

Frontier also spoke with Dr Hkalen Tu Hkawng, the
National Unity Government’s Minister of Natural
Resources and Environmental Conservation and an
ethnic Kachin. He said that it was important to
consider the KIO’s taxation of gold mining within the
broader context of its fight against the military. “The KIO has supported and cooperated
with many local revolutionary groups,” he said. “If we ask them not to collect taxes, how can
they get money during this revolutionary period?”
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Monitoring and regulating gold mining is further complicated, he said, because of contested
governance across the state, leaving a grey area regarding the legitimacy of permits —
including the 236 small-scale gold mining permits of four acres each by the ousted
National League for Democracy-led government.

According to Dr Tu Hkawng, the first priority in addressing the gold mining crisis should be
defeating the military regime. “We need lasting peace and stable politics in order to protect
natural resources and close down mining...If we just keep on closing down all the mining,
the people who get their incomes from it will be angry.”

But he said that his ministry had no plan to respond to gold mining in Kachin because it fell
under the jurisdiction of the (KPICT), which is
serving as an interim political body for the Kachin Region. Its spokesperson, Nsang Gum San,
did not reply to Frontier's emailed request for comments.

Those interviewed by Frontier said that for people experiencing the harmful effects of gold
mining, waiting for peace and stability to regulate it is unsatisfactory. “[The KIO] have been
fighting for Kachin State, for federal democracy, for more than 60 years but our land and
environment are being destroyed by gold mining,” said a civil society worker from the
Myitsone confluence, where 100 women to protest mechanised gold mining on 5
June.

Seng Hkum, a Kachin student who is pursuing his master’s degree in public administration
and natural resource management policy at Indiana University’s O’Neill School of Public and
Environmental Affairs, told Frontier he was hopeful that as voices from the public grow
stronger, the KIO would respond.

“As they are preparing to take on the role of government in the Kachin Region, they must be
responsible and accountable for public concerns. The Kachin Region should seriously
consider how to make its future economy more inclusive and diverse in order to reduce its
natural resource dependency and chronic resource curse.”

* denotes the use of pseudonym for safety reasons;

**In the case of small villages where sources could be easily identified, village names have
also been withheld.
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