PEACE Info (March 1, 2022)

NUG expands commission of enquiry looking into military crimes

Attacks by resistance groups on Myanmar junta targets increase

Myanmar army storms villages, murders civilians in northwestern resistance
stronghold, locals say

Villagers Die in Myanmar Junta's Airstrike and Arson Attack

Nine dead, dozens of children held captive in junta raid in northwestern Myanmar’s
Sagaing

Junta aircraft strafe upper Myanmar village before dropping off soldiers to set it on
fire

After burning down their homes, junta’s soldiers and militiamen return to rob
villagers living in tents

Legacies of the coup: No jobs, rising prices and all-out war

Wa an Early Winner of Myanmar’s Post-Coup War

Myanmar extends ceasefire with ethnic armed groups until year-end

Sanctions, corporate departures cut Myanmar’s junta off from key energy revenue
Myanmar junta reiterates support for Putin’s war on Ukraine

Russia-Ukraine Crisis Prompts Myanmar Junta Emergency Meeting

Myanmar’s Min Aung Hlaing, Russia’s Putin and Their Ilk Must Not Prevail
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NUG expands commission of enquiry looking into military crimes
01 March 2022
Logo of NUG Ministry of Defense.

The National Unity Government (NUG) Ministry of Defense
announced the expansion of the Central Commission of
* ok Kk Inquiry into Military Crimes that will investigate and
@éi:i::;ii’w prosecute military crimes committed since the coup, in an
attempt to bring justice to victims and establish the rule of

law, on 28 February.

The commission was formed under the leadership of the NUG’s Deputy Defence Minister at
the 36th meeting of the NUG Ministry of Defense on 3 December 2021 and it has now been
expanded to include the participation of legal professionals, Civil Disobedience Movement
(CDM) staff, judicial staff and Ministry of Justice officials to investigate cases of military
crimes and submit their findings to the NUG.

The statement added that the perpetrators will be prosecuted under both civilian and
military judicial systems. If necessary, district-level commissions of inquiry will be set up in
the affected areas.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/nug-expands-commission-enquiry-looking-military-
crimes

Attacks by resistance groups on Myanmar junta targets increase

By Mizzima |

People’s Defence Forces

Since the Military Council took power in the February 2021
coup People’s Defence Forces (PDFs) made up of civilians
opposed to junta rule have been bombing Military Council
targets.

b S, In the last week bombing attacks against the junta have
increased and they have suffered more casualties than normal. As a result, the junta has
been retaliating causing a rise in civilian deaths too.

In Yangon, PDFs started what they called the Pyan Hlwar Aung operation, attacks that
targeted military-linked entities. Pyan Hlwar Aung translates as swallow and like the bird the
attacks are supposed to be fast followed by a fast withdrawl.

The Pyan Hlwar Aung operation has caused alarm amongst Military Council personnel. They
have built and are manning sandbag bunkers with peepholes for guns in front of police
stations, administration offices and schools.
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As part of the Pyan Hlwar Aung operation A local defence force, the Wolf Warriors STF
(WWSTF) attacked a Military Council vehicle with a hand grenade on the Myin Taw Thar
main road in Yangon’s Thaketa Township on 19 February. At the same time, they threw a
grenade onto Thaketa Football field where Military Council troops were stationed, said a
member of the group. Two Military Council soldiers were killed and four were injured,
according to WWSTF claims.

Following these grenade attacks the Thaketa Seven market on Myin Taw Thar Road was set
on fire by soldiers because they claimed that the perpetrators of the hand grenade attack
were hiding in the market.

According to the WWSTF the soldiers set fire to the market because they had suffered
losses, just like they do in ethnic areas. They said that the soldiers want people to blame the
anti-junta forces for the market fire because they had hidden there. The group added that
when justice and injustice face off there will be suffering. But, people have seen this before
and have been aware of the military’s barbarity for over 70 years.

There are many Military Council security checkpoints in Mandalay and these are frequently
targeted for ambushes.

On 21 February soldiers stationed at Mandalay’s Yadanarbon University were bombed
twice. The second bomb attack, carried out by a Mandalay-based urban guerrilla group,
killed a soldier.

A ward administration office between 115 street and 116 street in PyigyiTakon Township,
Mandalay was burned down on 22 February. The fire brigade recorded the value of the 20
by 30 feet building as being 450,000 kyats.

Also on 22 February the Ward Administration offices in Mandalay’s Maha Aung Myay, Aung
Myay Thar Zan and Pyi Kyi Ta Kon townships were burned down.

Ward Administration offices are occupied by junta troops who coerce people into reporting
any overnight guests and control who gets letters of recommendation from the ward, which
people need for their work and when they travel. People believe that ward administrators
are the Military Council’s biggest informants.

There has been intense fighting in Sagaing Region, where there are many members of the
Pyu Saw Htee, a military aligned armed militia. There are also more informants than in
Yangon and Mandalay, but local defence forces are strong and the military are still suffering
losses.

Sin Inn and Sate Kon police stations in Sagaing’s Shwebo Township had bombs dropped on
them by local PDF drones on 21 February.

The groups that carried out the attacks were the People Defense Force-Shwebo, C&T
(Shwebo), SNAKE-EYES (PDF), Fighter One and other local defense forces. They said that
there were 50 Pyu Saw Htee troops stationed in both Sin Inn and Sat Kone villages. The
groups claimed that three junta soldiers were killed and another six were injured in the two
attacks.
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In the hills on the border between Karenni and Shan states a Military Council encampment
of troops from the Kalaw based 7th infantry battalion of the 55th light infantry battalion was
attacked by PDF forces on 22 February. Five soldiers were killed and two guns, an MA2 and
an MA3 along with ammunition and a BA100 mortar were also seized by the groups
according to the PDF.

Military Council forces and their allies are shooting at people and oppressing them. They are
opposed by the National Unity Government (NUG) in exile, and the PDFs. Unfortunately, the
NUG is finding it hard to communicate with the PDFs inside the country, who despite being
poorly equipped are doing their best to fight against the military with some sacrificing their
lives to the fight.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/attacks-resistance-groups-myanmar-junta-targets-
increase-0

Myanmar army storms villages, murders civilians in northwestern resistance stronghold,
locals say

Junta forces are accused of burning elderly residents alive in their homes during a raid on
three communities in Magway Region’s Gangaw Township

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Mar 1, 2022

M Soldiers are seen during a crackdown in Yangon in early 2021
(Myanmar Now)

More than 10 people were killed in a military raid on three
= villages in Gangaw Township in northwestern Myanmar’s
Magway Region on Monday morning, according to locals.

A force of around 100 soldiers and members of the pro-army Pyu Saw Htee group launched
attacks first in Kan Toe village at 8am, then in Shwebo and Thin Taw one mile away. All three
communities are located opposite Kalay Township, which lies across the regional border in
Sagaing.

Some eight people in Shwebo were reportedly shot and killed and one more injured, and 25
homes destroyed.

“I think the military chased them down while opening fire,” said a villager from Kan Toe,
where one home was torched.

Another local woman said three of the people killed in Shwebo were civilians who were shot
while running from the junta troops.

“They gunned down two villagers near the monastery and another one on the road,” she
told Myanmar Now. “They were trying to flee when they got shot.”

Five of those killed were members of a local defence force, the woman said, adding that
they were found near a haystack.
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A member of the local Hnankhar Youth Group confirmed that the five individuals were part
of a local resistance group and were captured by the military and “burned alive.”

A clash broke out as the defence force was retreating, he explained.

Next, the troops set fire to nearly the entire 250-household village of Thin Taw, according to
the Kan Toe villager, who said that flames could still be seen in the community at 3pm on
Monday. He estimated that only around 10 houses withstood the attack.

Three elderly residents of the village were also reportedly murdered.

“An eldery couple and another elderly woman were killed in the fire in Thin Taw,” the local
said. “I heard that the military is still stationed between Shwebo and Thin Taw but we are
not too sure. We have fled the village as the soldiers could still come back.”

A spokesperson from the anti-junta Yaw Defence Force confirmed the raid on the three
villages.

“So many people were killed in Shwebo village. We are collecting data now. We are sure
there were at least six victims but we are still counting,” he said.

The soldiers and Pyu Saw Htee members involved in the assaults were stationed in northern
Khin Yan, Kokka and Hanthawaddy villages, according to statements from locals.

The military council has not released a statement on the attacks.

Magway and Sagaing regions were among the first areas in Myanmar where locals launched
the current armed uprising against the military following the coup in February last year.

The Myanmar army has responded with brutal crackdowns against civilians, including the
use of bombings and airstrikes to destroy villages perceived as supporting the resistance
movement.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-army-storms-villages-murders-civilians-
in-northwestern-resistance-stronghold-locals-say

Villagers Die in Myanmar Junta's Airstrike and Arson Attack
By THE IRRAWADDY | 1 March 2022

Two Sagaing Region villagers were killed by a junta airstrike and an arson attack on Monday
in one of Myanmar’s resistance strongholds.

Villagers said the air raid on Thabye Aye village was launched by four military helicopters in
the morning before soldiers were dropped to torch the village which has nearly 200 houses.

“A villager riding away on a motorcycle was hit in the head. An elderly person was trapped
in the fire,” a resident told The Irrawaddy.

He said nearly 150 houses were burned by the troops.
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Earlier regime forces killed at least nine people during a raid on nearby Chin Pone village
and detained over 80 primary schoolchildren as potential human shields for 36 hours. The
troops then moved to Thabye Aye by helicopter.

Thabye Aye village burns. / Supplied

Yoma People’s Defense Force said about 60 soldiers were
deployed in the village from two helicopters and are
stationed at the village monastery.

J “Before the soldiers were deployed, the helicopters
dropped bombs and there was also a fighter jet in the sky,” said a resistance fighter.

He said attempts to shoot the helicopters with homemade weapons were unsuccessful.

Thabye Aye villagers took up arms to fight the regime last year when troops came to arrest
the village’s abbot for alleged anti-junta activism. Villagers fought them with hunting rifles,
killing three troops and leading to seven arrests.

Junta forces have burned at least 4,571 civilian homes across Myanmar since last year’s
coup, including 2,567 in Sagaing Region alone, according to the independent research group
Data for Myanmar.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/villagers-die-in-myanmar-juntas-airstrike-and-
arson-attack.html

Nine dead, dozens of children held captive in junta raid in northwestern Myanmar’s
Sagaing

Among those held hostage for days in Yinmabin Township by occupying Myanmar army
soldiers were children under the age of five, taken from a village pre-school

Ko Cho | Published on Mar 1, 2022

Burned vehicles are seen in Chinpone village, which was occupied
for three days by Myanmar army troops from February 26-28
(CRV via People’s Spring)

Nine civilians were found dead by locals and members of an anti-
junta defence force on Monday, following a three-day military
raid on Chinpone village in Sagaing Region’s Yinmabin Township.

Six bodies were found near the village monastery which had been occupied by junta troops,
two near a brick wall behind the building, and one inside a nearby home, a local man told
Myanmar Now.

“The injuries suggest that they were tortured slowly until they died. Some of them had their
arms broken and some had their jaws dislocated and some were badly bruised around their
eyes,” he said.
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Only two of the victims were identified, a 50-year-old man named Aung Mao, and a 19-year-
old woman whose name was withheld, but whose father had also reportedly been tortured
by the Myanmar army soldiers.

The other seven bodies have not been identified because they belonged to individuals who
were not from Chinpone, the local man added.

The raid began on Saturday morning, when troops launched an airstrike from five Russian-
made Mi-35 combat helicopters on a graduation ceremony being held by the anti-junta
Yinmabin People’s Defence Force (YMB-PDF), the resistance group’s leader Bo Oo told
Myanmar Now.

As around 50 troops entered Chinpone, locals said that they took around 200 people
hostage, and proceeded to set fire to homes in the eastern and western parts of the village.

Among the captives were some 80 children under the age of 12, according to a statement
released on Monday by the National Unity Government’s (NUG) ministries for human rights
and women, youth and children’s affairs.

Bodies are seen in Chinpone village, which was occupied for
three days by Myanmar army troops from February 26-28
(CRV via People’s Spring)

At least 30 were between the ages of 10 and 16, and were
participating in an English and computer course offered in
Chinpone, accompanied by their parents, locals said.

Many of those held were also under the age of five, and
had been attending a pre-school located next to the monastery at the time of the attack,
accompanied by their mothers. They were from Chinpone, Nyaung Kine, Saing Hlyar and Tha
Min That villages, according to the local man who spoke to Myanmar Now.

“Some of the children got separated from their mothers and some of the mothers were
looking for their children in panic,” he said of the scene following the troops’ arrival.

A military helicopter is seen over Nyaung Kaing village on
February 26 (CRV via People’s Spring)

The NUG statement explained that those at the pre-school
were apprehended and held by the occupying soldiers.

“Teachers evacuated the children to the basement of a
nearby monastery where they were later located and have
since been held hostage by junta troops,” the statement
said. “The NUG condemns in the strongest possible terms the junta’s hostage-taking of the
children as well as their teachers and parents.”

The local man said that the captives were released on Monday afternoon, as the junta’s
forces left. He recalled that the soldiers opened fire on the village from four helicopters as
they exited, after setting fire to cars and motorcycles in the village.

Page 7 of 58



The helicopters reportedly then proceeded to take the troops to raid the neighbouring
village of Thapyay Aye.

A 16-year-old boy from another Yinmabin village, Pan Ma Htone—7km from Chinpone—was
among those captured by the military from the resistance force’s graduation ceremony, but
later managed to escape.

He told Myanmar Now that an officer showed him photos of dead bodies on his phone and
brutally beat him and other detainees.

“They tied our hands behind our backs and held us in their captain’s room. | tried to untie
the ropes and fled at around 5am,” said the teen.

He added that the soldiers were using the monastery as an interrogation centre and that he
could hear other detainees being beaten and tortured.

“I couldn’t do anything as | didn’t have any weapons. | had to save myself,” he said.

A 32-year-old YMB-PDF member witnessed the attack from inside a house in Chinpone, and
managed to flee while the military was setting up their base in the monastery.

He also said that he heard screams coming from the monastery where the civilians were
being held.

YMB-PDF leader Bo Oo told Myanmar Now that the resistance force chose not to attack the
junta while they used the civilian captives as human shields, but said that if the occupation
and destruction of property had continued, they would have fired on the troops.

On Sunday, a junta-controlled propaganda newspaper reported that the army apprehended
“terrorists” in Chinpone as part of military “inspections” to increase “security and the rule of
law” in Yinmabin.

“The terrorists fled to the northeast and west with many injuries,” the report said.
It did not mention the abduction of locals, including children.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/nine-dead-dozens-of-children-held-captive-in-
junta-raid-in-northwestern-myanmars-sagaing

Junta aircraft strafe upper Myanmar village before dropping off soldiers to set it on fire

A man was reportedly killed as he tried to flee the air attack on Thapyay Aye in Sagaing
Region

Khin YiYiZaw | Published on Mar 1, 2022

Military aircraft fired guns at a village in Sagaing Region’s Yinmarbin Township on Monday
morning before dropping off dozens of soldiers who began setting fire to houses, fleeing
locals have said.
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Smoke rises from Thapyay Aye on February 28 (Supplied)

One man was reportedly killed during the 30-minute air
attack on Thapyay Aye as he tried to flee the village on his
motorcycle, one of the locals said.

The helicopters appear to have come from Chinpone, where
~junta troops killed nine and held scores of young children

hostage over the weekend.

Two fighter jets and two logistics helicopters came from the east and south of the village to
carry out the air attack, said two other local residents. The helicopters dropped off about 60
soldiers at around 12:30pm, they added.

The villagers say they do not know the full extent of the damage from the air and arson
attacks.

“We saw that they also torched several houses and buildings in the village. There were big
clouds of smoke,” said one of the villagers. “We could see the smoke until 3pm. We don’t
know which buildings were torched though.”

They added that some 5,000 people fled the nearby villages of Moe Kaung and Kyauk Pyoke
in the wake of the attack.

The villager who said a man was killed added that gunshots could be heard from the village
until 3pm. He did not know why Thapyay Aye was targeted, he added.

Junta officials could not be reached for comment.

Thapyay Aye was one of the first places in the country where armed resistance against the
junta flared in the wake of last year’s coup.

In early April locals armed with hunting rifles attacked soldiers who had come to arrest a
prominent monk and anti-coup activist known as the Thapyay Aye Sayadaw.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-aircraft-strafe-upper-myanmar-village-
before-dropping-off-soldiers-to-set-it-on-fire

After burning down their homes, junta’s soldiers and militiamen return to rob villagers
living in tents

The troops and Pyu Saw Htee members stole food, clothing, jewellery and other scarce
supplies from the locals in Sagaing Region’s Pale Township

Wathone Nyein Aye | Published on Mar 1, 2022

A mob of Pyu Saw Htee militiamen and soldiers last month robbed supplies from a group of
hundreds of displaced villagers who were sheltering in tents in the forest after junta forces
burned down houses in their village in Sagaing Region’s Pale Township.
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The remains of burned houses in Hlaw Kar village
seen on the morning of February 5 (Supplied)

Members of the junta-backed militia helped soldiers
burn down 97 homes in Kaing Twin on February 4,
forcing many of the village’s 1,000 residents to flee
into the forest to the north of the village.

v i . But on February 20 the junta’s forces returned and
stole supplies donated by people in neighbouring villages, as well as belongings such as
kitchen appliances, clothing and jewellery that the displaced people had managed to salvage
from the fires.

They also robbed shops in the village of rice, oil, and other food supplies that had been set
aside for those staying in the forest, and set fire to tents that had been set up in the south of
Kaing Twin to store the displaced people’s possessions, said a local man whose house was
burned down.

“They took very scarce supplies from us,” he told Myanmar Now. “We lost everything in the
tents.” The soldiers and militiamen later went into the forest to rob the locals who were
camping there as well, he added.

“The Pyu Saw Htee and the military only stopped after they had taken two carts full of
supplies from us. They took all the valuable jewellery and clothes and carried them away on
bull-drawn carts that were left in the village. They also took four cows from the village to
eat,” he added.

The Pyu Saw Htee members are based one and half miles away from Kaing Twin in a village
called In Ma Htee.

A local volunteer aid worker from Kaing Twin, who himself lost his home in the fires, said it
had not been possible to collect donations from afar. “Sending supplies is hard because
some of it always gets confiscated mid-way, especially in Pale,” he said.

On Thursday the displaced locals fled their camp in the forest after learning that junta forces
in In Ma Htee had been told once again to “collect supplies” via a loudspeaker
announcement, he added.

Pyu Saw Htee members and soldiers have reportedly banned people from entering or
leaving In Ma Htee village and have robbed the nearby villages of Min Taing Pin and Hlaw
Kar, a spokesperson for a local armed resistance group told Myanmar Now.

Tens of thousands of people were displaced from those and other villages in early February
as the junta’s forces rampaged through the area looting and burning homes.

The junta’s chief minister for Sagaing, Myat Kyaw, said in a meeting in Naypyitaw on
February 13 that the military has armed 77 militias in the region as part of its efforts to
crush resistance to its rule, according to a leaked document.
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On February 21 the Pale PDF attacked a group of Pyu Saw Htee members and soldiers who
were occupying the village of Zee Phyu Kone and rescued some 40 trapped villagers.

Since then, the junta’s arson attacks on villages in the area have stopped, the group’s
spokesperson said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/after-burning-down-their-homes-juntas-soldiers-
and-militiamen-return-to-rob-villagers-living-in

Legacies of the coup: No jobs, rising prices and all-out war

MARCH 1, 2022 | By FRONTIER

Members of a People's Defence Force attend military
training in territory controlled by an ethnic armed
group in October 2021. (Frontier)

More than a year since the military pushed peaceful
protests toward armed resistance, there is no visible
end to Myanmar’s expanded civil war.

\ =% First, they marched in the streets. Then, they walked
off their jobs. Now, they’ve picked up arms.

On February 1, 2021, Myanmar’s military — despite already being in control of several key
ministries and holding de facto veto power over any amendments to the constitution it
wrote and implemented — decided it had tired of quasi-democracy and staged a coup
d’etat.

The people of Myanmar, no strangers to military dictatorship, decided virtually unanimously
that they could not accept this. In the weeks following the coup, the entire country erupted
in street protests attended by millions. Hundreds of thousands of public servants walked off
their jobs, refusing to work for a military-controlled government and bringing nearly all
administrative functions to a halt.

Within weeks, the junta began meeting peaceful protests and acts of civil resistance with
increasing levels of violence. Hundreds of protesters were soon dead in the streets, leaving
many feeling they had no option but to begin waging what they call a defensive war.

More than a year on, foreign investment has vanished and jobs are scarce. The kyat’s value
has plummeted, pushing prices of imported commodities — including essentials like fuel,
fertiliser and cooking oil — to new heights. And there seems to be no end in sight to what
has become an all-out civil war, one that has more than doubled the number of displaced
people in Myanmar.

A ‘people’s defensive war’

By April and May 2021, many young people across the country had begun joining small, local
armed resistance groups. These groups, which were formed in both urban and rural areas,
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began with homemade hunting rifles and bombs, and scored a number of early combat
successes with guerrilla tactics. Some have since evolved to using landmine and drone
attacks, according to local media reports, and have been able to access modern weapons,
including handguns, assault rifles and even rocket-propelled grenades.

On May 5, 2021, the National Unity Government, the civilian-led parallel

administration, announced the establishment of an armed wing, the People’s Defence
Forces. Some, but not all, of the local armed groups that had sprung up since the coup,
aligned themselves with the NUG, even renaming themselves PDFs. Four months later, NUG
Acting President Duwa Lashi La announced a “people’s defensive war”, on the people
to revolt against the military junta and for the PDFs specifically to attack military assets and
to protect civilians.

Some PDFs and other resistance forces have members with a background in the Tatmadaw;
as of January, more than 2,000 police and soldiers had defected from the military, according
to People’s Embrace, an organisation established by defected military members that now
helps others defect, and some have taken up arms for the resistance.

Junta spokesperson Major-General Zaw Min Tun has publicly disputed this number, though
admits a “small number” of defections have occurred among the armed forces.

Most PDFs operate outside urban areas, and many have close ties to long-established ethnic
armed groups, which have provided some weapons and training. Their urban counterparts —
known as Pa Ka Pha, a Burmese acronym similar to PDF but connoting their urban, guerrilla
tactics — operate more clandestinely in Myanmar’s major cities.

Ko Aung Linn, the leader of an urban guerrilla unit in southern Yangon Region, said his group
has launched at least 30 attacks against military-linked targets within their operational
zone.

Despite their successes, resistance groups remain largely outnumbered and overpowered by
the Tatmadaw, and many have found it

An increased military presence along most trade routes has made transporting weapons
difficult, particularly since December when the military invaded the Karen National Union-
controlled town of Lay Kay Kyaw in Kayin State’s Myawaddy Township. Lay Kay Kaw had
served as an important transit point for weapons heading to resistance groups in Yangon,
Aung Linn said, a claim that the junta has also made.

Ko Zayar Lwin serves in a resistance group known as No 2 Kyar Phyu Company (kyar

phyu means “white tiger” in Burmese). Although the group is under the NUG’s Southern
Regional Military Command, he said the parallel administration has provided just a
“handful” of weapons and called on it to work more closely with the PDFs, urban guerrilla
groups and ethnic armed groups.

“We have to rely on individual donors and homemade devices for weapons,” he
told Frontier.

Still, despite a lack of resources, many fighters that Frontier spoke to remain optimistic.
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“Initially, we sometimes missed our target, but now our attacks have become more precise,
and each causes more severe damage to the Tatmadaw than the previous one,” said a
member of a resistance group in Yangon’s Hmawbi Township, who asked not to be named
due to security concerns.

Resistance groups train in Kayah State’s Demoso Township,
where fighting has been particularly fierce, in October
2021. (AFP)

No end in sight

Resistance has been particularly fierce in Kayin, Chin and
Kayah states and Sagaing and Magway regions, with
fighting — and junta atrocities — being reported on a near-daily basis. Most of these areas
had not seen significant fighting in recent years, and majority-Bamar Sagaing and Magway
have been almost entirely insurgency-free for decades.

It is in these states and regions that the anti-coup movement has claimed some of its
greatest victories, although many of these reports have been difficult to confirm.

In Chin State, 70 percent of police and around 200 soldiers have defected to local armed
resistance groups, Chin National Front spokesperson Salai Htet Ni said. And the Chinland
Joint Defence Committee Forces, which brings together 16 local armed groups, claimed that
184 clashes in Chin State and Sagaing Region from April to December 2021 had resulted in
1,029 Tatmadaw deaths and only 58 CIDCF deaths

Htet Ni told Frontier he believes these numbers will only increase as the resistance ramps up
its operations.

In Kayah, the Karenni Nationalities Defence Force — a coalition of newly formed armed
groups that fights together with the Karenni Army, the armed wing of the Karenni National
Progressive Party — claimed in a recent report that it now controls 90pc of the state.

The KNDF, which says it has 6,277 soldiers in 18 battalions, lost 20 soldiers in 110 clashes
with the Tatmadaw in the past year, in contrast to the 1,140 Tatmadaw deaths it inflicted,
the report said.

In Kayin, meanwhile, more than 3,000 clashes have broken out between the Karen National
Liberation Army, armed wing of the Karen National Union, and the Tatmadaw since the
coup, with 2,190 Tatmadaw and 43 KNLA deaths, according to a report the group issued on
January 7.

With limited independent monitoring, many suspect these groups may be inflating the
number of Tatmadaw deaths and downplaying their own losses. Nevertheless, they do
reflect the seriousness of the conflict.

“There is fighting every day, and very little chance it will end soon,” KNU spokesperson
Padoh Saw Taw Nee told Frontier. “The regime is increasing its troop presence. They’'ve
ignored our demand to withdraw their troops.”
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Duwa Lashi La said in a video message posted to the NUG’s Facebook page to mark the
coup’s February 1 anniversary that 7,016 Tatmadaw soldiers had been killed between
September 7 and January 6.

He called this figure “an important victory for the revolutionary forces”, describing the
collaboration among PDFs and allied armed groups as “a precursor to the emergence of a
federal union army”, affirming that the fighting is only going to escalate in the months to
come.

The fighting has displaced about 440,000 people since the coup, the UN refugee
agency said in early February — that is in addition to the roughly 370,000 people who had
fled their homes before the coup.

People living in conflict areas report regular Tatmadaw air strikes, as well as indiscriminate
killings, arbitrary arrests and detentions, torture, property confiscation and the wanton
destruction of religious sites.

“The worst has been the shelling of villages with heavy artillery and the destruction of
religious buildings,” said one woman, a mother of two boys who fled from Chin State’s
Mindat Township. Her house was later destroyed by Tatmadaw artillery, she said. “We
abandoned our homes as soon as military troops approached the village.”

She is taking refuge in a camp along the border between Chin State and Magway Region.
Most other Mindat residents have also fled, many to makeshift camps along the Myanmar
and Indian borders, or into India itself.

Local charity groups trying to help those who remain inside the country say they are running
out of food — a warning that humanitarian groups working elsewhere in Myanmar have
echoed. “We are beyond capacity for both food and shelter,” said the leader of a local
charity group in Kayah, where more than 170,000 people have been displaced alone,
according to the Karenni Human Rights Group.

A former factory worker who lost her job pictured
in her hostel dormitory in Hlaing Tharyar Township
in 2021.

A ‘desperate situation’

City dwellers say junta forces are making life harder
for them as well, increasingly checking homes and
searching pedestrians at random. Arbitrary arrests
of young people, who are then accused of participating in or having connections to anti-
regime activities, are also reportedly common. This has created a climate of fear in many
cities.

“It is very rare to see people walking outside after 8pm,” said Daw Nwe Nwe Win, a mother
of two teenage sons in Mandalay’s Chan Mya Tharzi Township. “But even staying inside, we
don’t feel completely safe. Anyone can be arrested without reason during guest registration
inspections.”
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Fighting and political instability have also devastated the economy. With the kyat losing
much of its value, prices are reaching unattainable levels at the same time that jobs are
drying up. The World Bank and others say the economy likely shrank by 18 percent in the
year to September 30, 2021, and will see little if any growth this year. More than half of the
population is expected to fall into poverty.

Ma Zin Mar Win, a 23-year-old former garment worker, has been out of work since the
Hengmao (Myanmar) Garment factory in Yangon’s Hlaing Tharyar Township closed last June,
shortly after she became pregnant.

“When | lost my job, | relied on my husband’s income. But [in November] he lost his job,
too,” she told Frontier.

While pregnant, Zin Mar Win contracted COVID-19. One month after giving birth, her baby
girl died due to complications from the virus.

“l have no idea how to overcome this desperate situation,” Zin Mar Win said.

The International Labour Organization recently that 1.6 million jobs were lost in
Myanmar over the past year, while working hours are thought to have declined by 18
percent — equivalent to the working time of another 3.1 million full-time jobs.

Ma Hnin Htwe, a former deputy officer in the Ministry of Commerce’s Trade Department,
took to the streets with the first wave of protesters in February 2021. She and several
colleagues then walked off their jobs, joining the Civil Disobedience Movement. She thought
business owners would have admired her courage and offered her work, but that hasn’t
been the case, she said.

“They are afraid the Tatmadaw will run them out of business if they hire us,” she
told Frontier. “Even as a computer technician, finding work has been a struggle. I've been
rejected four times by company owners who know | joined the CDM.”

These struggles are compounded by rising prices on virtually all goods.

Before the coup, one litre of fuel cost around K700 kyat; it now costs more than K1,600. This
has been particularly hard on taxi drivers.

It’s the worst economic climate that 60-year-old U Aung Khin, a driver in Yangon’s North
Okkalapa Township, can recall in decades.

Aung Khin said that in September he spent K6,000 a day on fuel and took in about K30,000
in fares. “Now | spend K30,000 on fuel a day, but get only K40,000 [in fares].”

But fuel isn’t a taxi driver’s only cost. Most rent their cars by the day.

Luckily, the owner of the car that Aung Khin rents has been sympathetic. When fuel prices
rose in November, the owner, knowing the standard rental fee would eat up the rest of
Aung Khin’s revenue, stopped charging him for the car.

“If I were paying K10,000 to rent the car, I’d be earning nothing right now,” Aung Khin said.
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Even with such compassion, Aung Khin worries about how he is going to feed his family.
Food distributors say the price of imported foods has risen by between 20pc and 50pc due
to the devaluation of the kyat. Cooking oil alone has risen from K2,000 per viss (the
equivalent of about 1.6 litres) to K5,000.

“This is the highest price we’ve ever seen for cooking oil,” said Daw Myint Myint Win, a
retailer and wholesaler in Mandalay’s Meiktila Township.

‘More people will suffer’
Political analysts predict a worsening crisis on all of these fronts in the coming year.

Civilian deaths due to conflict are at their highest level in Myanmar since 1989, according to
the Institute for Strategy and Policy-Myanmar, a Yangon-based think tank. Based on
reporting from the local monitoring group, the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners,
and the junta itself, it said nearly 3,600 non-combatants were killed in 2021. This includes
not only those killed in fighting between armed groups, but also deaths as a result of regime
crackdowns and torture while in custody, and targeted assassinations of informants and civil
servants.

Still, many see no alternative.

On February 1, the commander-in-chief extended the junta’s mandate for another six
months. Meanwhile, the NUG has pledged to step up its armed resistance.

“The military council may respond with more violence as the people’s defensive war
strengthens,” NUG Defense Minster U Ye Mon warned on February 1, urging PDFs to
respond with “appropriate military tactics”.

“The international community is still talking about the path of dialogue to restore
democracy in Myanmar, but the people of Myanmar no longer trust dialogue,” said U Khin
Zaw Win, executive director of the Tampadipa Institute, which works on policy development
and capacity building. “That has already been tried in Myanmar for years; it didn’t work.”

He predicts more fighting in the year to come. “As the time goes on,” Khin Zaw Win said,
“more people will suffer.”

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/legacies-of-the-coup-no-jobs-rising-prices-and-all-

out-war/

Wa an Early Winner of Myanmar’s Post-Coup War
By ANTHONY DAVIS | 1 March 2022

The anniversary of the Myanmar military’s February 2021 coup has briefly refocused the
fickle attentions of the international media with a flurry of “one year on” reporting on
popular resistance and its prospects for success or failure.
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Overshadowed by this central drama, meanwhile, another major power shift has been
unfolding in the remote hills of northeastern Shan State with repercussions that may prove
to be no less profound.

With the Myanmar military, or Tatmadaw, distracted and overstretched by spreading revolt
in the national heartland, Myanmar’s largest and best organized ethnic armed force, the
China-leaning United Wa State Army (UWSA), has been moving decisively to outmaneuver
and marginalize the ethnic Shan Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS), a would-be
contender for supremacy in the state’s tangled skein of insurgent politics.

Following a series of defeats inflicted on the RCSS, the UWSA now appears set to project
growing military and political influence towards central Myanmar and consolidate an
already dominant role in the region’s booming narcotics industry, and is potentially well-
placed to establish control over a new, geographically contiguous “Wa state.”

The geopolitical implications of a finally united Wa-ruled region would be tectonic. Most
immediately it would bring Chinese influence and transport connectivity directly to the
border of Thailand.

No less consequentially, it would also act to stake out a looser confederal rather than
federal future for Myanmar as newly empowered ethnic power blocs seek to retain or
assert comprehensive autonomy over their internal affairs.

Rise and rise of the UWSA

Since the 1960s, Shan State has sunk slowly into anarchy as a shifting kaleidoscope of ethnic
insurgent forces has jostled both with each other and the national military for control of
territory, trade routes and a traffic in illicit narcotics that fuels military power and political
influence.

The past decade, however, has seen the emergence of two contending trajectories in the
region’s power dynamics injecting a measure of coherence into a chaotic mix.

The more important trend has turned on the UWSA. Sheltered by a ceasefire with the
Tatmadaw dating from 1989 when the group emerged from the collapse of an ideologically
bankrupt communist party, the Wa—hill-people who number no more than 700,000 of a
state-wide population of over 6 million—have built up secure base areas in two self-ruling
zones.

An officially recognized Self-Administered Zone (SAZ) covering a rugged swath of territory
along the Chinese border east of the Salween River is the larger. Some 200 kilometers
further south on the border with Thailand is a smaller zone colonized two decades ago by
Wa soldiers and civilian settlers from the north.

Financial flows from a sprawling commercial empire founded on heroin and
methamphetamine production have underpinned both economic development and military
might.
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With munitions from the People’s Republic of China, by around 2014 the Wa had
established effective military deterrence against rising Tatmadaw ambitions to roll back
once-convenient ceasefire arrangements and subordinate all armed ethnic groups to its
central command.

A modernized and re-equipped UWSA, fielding some 30,000 well-trained regulars equipped
with a panoply of modern Chinese hardware, also sought to keep the Tatmadaw at bay with
a policy of “forward defense” —providing munitions and training on a not-so-deniable basis
to friendly ethnic forces in active hostilities that tied down the Tatmadaw west of the SAZ’s
Salween River borders.

In 2021, following the Tatmadaw’s disastrously ill-judged coup, “forward defense” has
shifted increasingly to “forward offense.”

Three key allies

In recent months, three key Wa allies, fueled by logistics lines from the SAZ, have stepped
up military operations against the Tatmadaw.

Near the Kokang region in the far northeastern corner of the state, the Myanmar
Nationalities Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA) has been locked in fierce and persistent
clashes with Tatmadaw forces struggling to prevent the ethnic Chinese group—like the Wa,
another splinter from the 1989 implosion of the Communist Party of Burma (CPB)—from re-
establishing control over its Kokang homeland.

Even more important in the Wa-led alliance system are two groups which were not formerly
part of the CPB but whose ambitions today range far wider than those of the Kokang-
Chinese MNDAA: the Shan State Progress Party (SSPP) and the Ta’ang National Liberation
Front (TNLF), both with scores to settle with the RCSS.

Operating in the center and northwest of Shan state, the SSPP is an ethnic Shan force and
old CPB ally with links to the Wa that go back to the 1970s when Wa tribal troops formed

the sharp end of communist power. Today, a much-reduced SSPP has looked to the Wa to
help it retain its bases on the west bank of the Salween and stave off the advances first of
the Tatmadaw and then of the rival Shan RCSS.

The Ta’ang—hill people with much in common with the Wa linguistically and culturally—
rank as more recent confederates in the alliance.

Founded in 2009, the TNLA first emerged in the tea-growing hills of northwestern Shan state
with backing from the Kachin Independence Army (KIA), then under heavy Tatmadaw attack
in northern Myanmar. But as logistics assistance and training from the Wa has grown, so too
has Ta’ang strength—to at least 8,000 troops—operating today across much of the north.

An ambitious warlord

The state’s second major power dynamic has turned on Shan nationalism and RCSS leader
Yawd Serk’s ambition to harness it.
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Part warlord, part businessman, Yawd Serk rose to power amid the chaos that swept the
south of the state in the late 1990s as the Wa descended from their northern redoubt and
the army of narco-baron Khun Sa disintegrated under the pressure.

From a mountaintop headquarters on the border of Thailand’s Mae Hong Son province,
Yawd Serk has since sought to establish his RCSS as the standard-bearer of a reinvigorated
nationalism among the state’s largest ethnic community.

With the older SSPP weakened by defections and surrenders, he turned his gaze to the
north, a region offering a potentially receptive Shan population, a pocket of armed support
and not least the economic and commercial attractions of gestating Chinese plans for the
China-Myanmar Economic Corridor, a strategic spoke in Beijing’s Belt and Road Initiative.

Yawd Serk’s powerplay, a bid to project military power from the Thai border into townships
close to the Chinese border some 350 kilometers away, was always a long shot.

Nor were his forces moving into a vacuum: the north of the state was already a pit of
anarchy crowded with entrenched ethnic forces—Ta’ang, Kachin, Shan and Kokang-
Chinese—not to mention a national military struggling to hold sway over its own local
militias.

Nevertheless, having signed up to a Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) with Naypyitaw
in October 2015, the Shan warlord evidently wagered that his northern campaign would

enjoy at least the acquiescence of Tatmadaw commanders for whom RCSS fighters were an
attractively cheaper option for countering rising TNLA power than risking their own troops.

That calculation was sound. But the expectation that any local disputes could be resolved by
a mix of firepower and a supportive Shan population proved to be a massive miscalculation
on the part of a self-made “general” whose commercial instincts and political ambitions far
outweighed his strategic acumen.

The first RCSS troops trucked north in November 2015 triggering immediate clashes with the
TNLA. Between 2016 and 2018, as hundreds and then thousands of RCSS fighters spread out
across the northwest, skirmishes escalated into a war that further destabilized the entire
region while demanding a growing commitment of RCSS manpower and munitions.

Conventional assessments have often credited the RCSS with a strength of some 10,000
combatants. And the image of military prowess was certainly one Yawd Serk sought to
foster, inviting Western diplomats and luminaries from across the state to grandiose Shan
national day parades of crisply turned-out troops at his Loi Tai Laeng headquarters

The ceremonial parades masked a problem though. Yawd Serk was aggressively pushing
young recruits through basic training courses but sourcing weapons to arm them in an era of
chummy ties between generals in Bangkok and Naypyitaw had become a critical issue.

According to one insider’s estimate, the number of trained and armed RCSS combatants
may never have exceeded 5,000 — a small number for a general with big ambitions across
Myanmar’s largest state.
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As dangerously, the RCSS’s sudden lunge north rang alarm bells in China. Chinese security
analysts have long been inclined to see the Shan group as a proxy of the Thai military and as
enjoying murky links to the United States, whose Cold War support for Chinese nationalist
KMT forces in Shan State remains fresh in Beijing’s collective memory.

There is no evidence to suggest the RCSS has ever served as a stalking horse for US interests,
let alone as a potential Shan reincarnation of the KMT. Links with the Thai military had
though been close in the early 2000s when newly arrived Wa soldier-settlers began setting
up meth labs virtually within sight of the kingdom’s northern border, causing consternation
and anger in Bangkok.

But by 2015, those ties had atrophied to the point of irrelevance: in the struggle for Shan
State, Yawd Serk—unlike the Wa—was going to war with no Big Brother behind him.

A bitter guerrilla conflict in the north first pitted the RCSS expeditionary contingent and its
local recruits against the TNLA, before widening to involve the SSPP, which still claimed to
represent local Shan interests in Kyaukme, Nawngkhio and Hsipaw townships, where it
retained residual pockets of support.

Finally, it cemented an improbable TNLA-SSPP alliance that straddled the ancient ethnic
animosities between Ta’ang hill-people and valley-dwelling Shan. The new entente was
almost certainly brokered by the UWSA and sweetened by growing shipments of Wa
munitions, including heavy weapons such as 120mm mortars, to both its local allies.

Fall of a rebel army

A disastrous exercise in military overreach, the RCSS campaign slowly bogged down in the
hills of northwest Shan State. Outgunned, outnumbered and at the end of long supply lines,
Yawd Serk’s forces suffered a string of local setbacks that Tatmadaw distractions in 2021
only served to accelerate.

The decline was underscored by a demoralizing massacre in Kyaukme Township on Feb. 15
where 18 soldiers from a logistics unit surrendered to a larger TNLA force and were
summarily executed.

In October, the Shan lost their northern headquarters at Hu Hsun Village in Kyaukme
Township to TNLA forces after weeks of fighting. Even before that, however, direct
intervention by UWSA units in the center of the state suggested that the Wa-led alliance
had reached a strategic decision to neutralize the RCSS while the Tatmadaw was otherwise
engaged.

In June and July, according to local reports, hundreds of UWSA troops supported SSPP
efforts in Keythi Township to eject the RCSS from strategic heights at Loi Hung dominating
the SSPP’s Wanhai headquarters—something the SSPP alone had been unable to achieve
since the RCSS moved onto the area in 2017.

The RCSS house of cards finally collapsed in January as Yawd Serk’s forces agreed to
completely withdraw from the north to a line south of the Namtu River, which flows roughly
parallel to the main highway between Mandalay, Lashio and the Chinese border.
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Any residual hopes the RCSS might have had that they could retain positions in the center of
the state were promptly dashed. In late January, a tripartite UWSA-SSPP-TNLA task force
supported by 120mm mortars had seized control of strategic heights of Loi Sang in Mong
Kung Township dominating north-south communications in the west of the state—and then
pushed on south.

And on Feb. 8, an RCSS convoy retreating from the north with a large number of arms was
cut off by SSPP forces at Kyauk Gu in Lawk Sawk Township on the road south. Despite
Tatmadaw airstrikes apparently to support them, Yawd Serk’s forces surrendered after
sustained clashes.

On the Thai border, meanwhile, the UWSA had moved towards checkmate. Between Jan. 19
and 22, troops from the Wa’s southern enclave—so-called Military Region 171, which fields
five of the UWSA’s nine brigades—began the largest mobilization they had ever undertaken,
an exercise given extensive publicity on Wa-run television and over social media.

Ostensibly in response to RCSS threats to attack MR 171, several thousand troops from two
Wa brigades backed by ubiquitous 120mm mortars moved into combat-ready positions
immediately opposite the RCSS Loi Tai Laeng redoubt further west on the border.

Whether an eyeball-to-eyeball confrontation on the Thai border erupts in all-out war in the
coming weeks remains unclear. In the last major conflict at the same spot in 2005, Wa
forces using human-wave tactics suffered several hundred casualties in failed attempts to
storm the Shan-held heights.

Sixteen years on in an era when the UWSA is far better equipped and tactically savvier, the
outcome may not be the same. Standoff bombardments using heavy mortars the Wa did
not deploy in 2005 could provide devastating preparatory fire for a successful assault on the
Shan headquarters.

An alternative Wa strategy might be to cut off a cornered enemy from interior supply lines
and taxation streams and wait out the departure of Yawd Serk, now 65, to a comfortable
retirement in the northern Thai city of Chiang Mai. Short of intervention by the Thai military
to resupply his forces—a vanishingly slight prospect—the Shan warlord appears to have run
out of options.

Towards a Wa state

Either way, as thin-spread Tatmadaw forces contend with country-wide resistance, the dry
season of 2022 has apparently confirmed the UWSA as the dominant actor across
Myanmar’s northeast. Given the support of smaller allies reliant on Wa-supplied munitions,
this suzerainty will have consequences.

First, it will enable the Wa to consolidate influence over a billion-dollar narcotics industry
based on their production of high-purity crystal meth and sophisticated synthetic precursor
chemicals at the top end of the market.

Production of cheap ya-ba tablets, since May 2021 flooding into Thailand and Laos in what
the United Nations Office for Drugs and Crime (UNODC) describes as unprecedented
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volumes, will remain the province of small-time insurgent and militia groups reliant on
major players, not least the Wa, for raw materials.

Second, hegemony in Shan State will enable the UWSA to extend political and military
influence beyond the state towards central Myanmar, a process that has already begun.
Replicating the Shan State model, since mid-2021 the UWSA has shipped consignments of
weaponry to anti-Tatmadaw resistance forces in neighboring Kayah state.

Intelligence sources note that the primary beneficiary has been the Karenni National
People’s Liberation Front (KNPLF), former communists with historical links to the CPB (and
thus the Wa), known across the border in Thailand as “Dao Daeng” (Red Star). In 2009 the
KNPLF opted to become a Tatmadaw-sanctioned Border Guard Force, but since the coup has
again turned its guns on the Myanmar military.

UWSA munitions reaching “Dao Daeng” and allied Karenni factions have included at least
light automatic weapons, rocket-propelled grenades (RPG) and, unmistakably, 1980s vintage
Chinese steel helmets used by the UWSA.

This modern hardware appears to have underpinned the striking effectiveness of resistance
in Kayah State and the sharp losses inflicted on the Tatmadaw that in January required
airstrikes on parts of the state capital, Loikaw.

Third and not least, strategic ascendency across Shan State brings the Wa closer to realizing
a longstanding but hitherto unattainable objective: the amalgamation of the northern SAZ
with southern MR 171 in a single, contiguous “Wa state.”

Advanced by the vulnerability of isolated Tatmadaw garrisons in eastern Shan state, the
formation of such a bloc would imply Wa rule over Myanmar east of the Salween. Smaller
satraps, notably the Kokang-based MNDAA in the north, and the National Democratic
Alliance Army or “Mongla Group” on the border with Laos, could be expected to fall into
line.

Any such development would undoubtedly underpin the security of Chinese infrastructure
projects in Shan State and facilitate overland connectivity between China and Thailand
across the new Wa entity.

But it also raises a more ominous question: is Thailand adequately prepared to deal with the
corrosive repercussions on its commerce, politics and law enforcement of a newly
confident, cash-flush narco-state on its northern border?

Finally, and no less consequentially, Wa consolidation would also act to propel Myanmar
towards a looser confederal rather than federal structure as newly empowered ethnic blocs
look to the Wa model as a template for sweeping autonomy over their internal affairs.

Developments in Rakhine State on Myanmar’s western seaboard, where the leader of the
powerful Arakan Army has already expressed his preference for full Wa-style self-rule, point
in this direction.
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And were that process to descend into acrimony, the balkanization of an already fragile
state might not be far behind.

This article first appeared in the Asia Times.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/wa-an-early-winner-of-myanmars-post-
coup-war.html

Myanmar extends ceasefire with ethnic armed groups until year-end
Source: Xinhua | 2022-03-01

YANGON, March 1 (Xinhua) -- Myanmar's military extended its ceasefire agreements with
ethnic armed groups until the end of this year, according to a statement released by Office
of the Commander-in-Chief of Defense Services on Monday.

The nationwide ceasefire agreement was initiated in October 2015.

The military extended the ceasefire to boost the peace process in the country and to enable
effective efforts to combat COVID-19 nationwide, the statement said.

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, chairman of the State Administration Council and
commander-in-chief of Defense Services, had earlier announced the decision during a
meeting with Cambodian Prime Minister Samdech Techo Hun Sen in Nay Pyi Taw in January,
the statement said.

The military had announced extending suspension of military operations for 20 times from
Dec. 21, 2018 till Feb. 28 this year, it said.

Myanmar declared a state of emergency after President U Win Myint and State Counsellor
Aung San Suu Kyi, along with other officials from the National League for Democracy, were
detained by the military on Feb. 1, 2021.

The state power was transferred to Commander-in-Chief of Defense Services Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing after the declaration of the state of emergency.

https://english.news.cn/20220301/b97b9088bc2f4ccd8591b2c04c42c487/c.html

Sanctions, corporate departures cut Myanmar’s junta off from key energy revenue
Analysts say the moves will deprive the regime of money it uses to repress its people.

2022.03.01

An exodus by international energy companies in response to concerns over repressive
military rule in Myanmar, coupled with EU sanctions on a key junta-controlled oil and gas
firm, is expected to reduce the regime’s tax revenue to a trickle and threaten its grasp on

power.
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Thirteen months to the day that the military seized power from Myanmar’s
democratically elected National League for Democracy (NLD) in a Feb. 1, 2021, coup, the
country is facing an existential crisis, observers said Tuesday. Authorities have arrested
more than 9,430 people and killed nearly 1,590 — mostly while cracking down on peaceful
anti-coup protests. The junta, meanwhile, has ignored calls to end violence in the

country, prompting condemnation and sanctions from the global community.

In addition to the general turmoil, junta mismanagement has left Myanmar’s economy in
shambles and foreign investment is flowing out of the country. Since December, five
major players in the country’s key energy sector have announced their departure,
including France’s Total, U.S.-based Chevron, Australia’s Woodside, Japan’s Mitsubishi
and Malaysia’s Petronas. And on Feb. 21, the EU announced it is adding the junta-
controlled Myanmar Qil and Gas Enterprise (MOGE) to its sanctions list, citing the

situation in the country.

Speaking to RFA’s Myanmar Service on Tuesday, Soe Thura Tun, the minister of power
and energy for the shadow National Unity Government (NUG), said the developments of
the last two months in Myanmar’s energy sector are sure to have a devastating impact on

the junta’s tax revenue, which accounts for its main source of foreign income.

“Since March last year, NUG has put pressure on these companies not to pay the junta. |
have met with diplomats several times since then and talked about this matter and now

it’s coming into fruition,” he said.

“The legitimacy of a government and a parliament supported by our people has risen
while the legitimacy of the military junta is falling. It certainly strengthens the movement

that is trying to establish a federal democracy.”

Shortly after the coup last year, the group Justice for Myanmar said that the junta
received about U.S. $1.5 billion in foreign revenue from the oil and gas industry between
2020 and 2021. The military is said to be using this money to buy weapons to crack down

on pro-democracy civilians.

In a statement following the EU sanctions announcement last week, Justice for Myanmar
applauded the decision as a historic victory for the people of Myanmar and those around
the world who are campaigning to cut the junta off from millions of dollars in tax

revenue.
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Ko Ye, spokesman for the Blood Money Campaign, which seeks to shut down junta access
to foreign income and international business, told RFA that the EU sanctions on MOGE

will have “serious economic and political consequences.”

“It’s a fact that MOGE is the biggest foreign exchange earner. With that money, the
military bought weapons, and we have now made it impossible for anyone to feed
MOGE,” he said.

“The junta can do little without foreign income. Cutting off the main cash flow into the

junta’s coffers will surely hurt it politically and financially.”

A signboard for TotalEnergies EP Myanmar is seen past a

shuttered gate in Yangon, Jan. 22, 2022. AFP
Filling the gap

Junta Deputy Information Minister Maj. Gen. Zaw Min

Tun told RFA on Tuesday that the regime is in talks with

other large companies to replace those that have announced they will depart.

“We have other companies that want to work here. There are Thai companies who want
to step in where Chevron and Total operated and we are also talking to other

companies,” he said.

“The oil and gas industry is crucial for every country. So, what we can say is that we will
continue to work with those who want to work with us, choosing the best possible way

for Myanmar. We, MOGE, have specific plans to continue.”

But an economist in Myanmar, who spoke on condition of anonymity, citing fear of
reprisal, told RFA that the hits to the sector are likely to have a damaging effect on the

junta’s revenue.

“The junta will of course try to replace it, but the attempts to do so will not work

immediately because there’s a lot of work to be done [to fill the gap],” he said.

According to foreign media reports, Thai government subsidiary PTT Exploration and
Production Public Co., Ltd., (PTTEP) has plans to immediately take over operations at the

Yadana gas project in Tanintharyi region when Total and Chevron depart.

Vicky Bowman, the director of the Myanmar Center for Responsible Business, told RFA it
is unclear how large of an effect the EU sanctions on MOGE will have, but noted that they

will not apply to companies such as PTTEP.
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However, she said that there are no plans to replace exploration in the A-6 gas field off
the coast of western Myanmar’s Rakhine state, where Total and Woodside had operated

until recently.

“I think the most significant effect is that the Myanmar regime’s gas revenues may be
lower than before, as there are no investors yet to fill in the withdrawal from the A-6

offshore gas field,” she said.

“Natural gas will not generate any more revenue in the future [until new investors are

found].”

While the five energy companies have left or are planning to leave Myanmar, PTTEP,
South Korea’s POSCO, India’s ONGC, Japan’s Nippon Qil and China’s state-owned CNPC

are still operating in the country.

Reported by RFA’s Myanmar Service. Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in
English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/energy-03012022201613.html

Myanmar junta reiterates support for Putin’s war on Ukraine

In a commentary published in a regime mouthpiece, the junta blamed Ukraine’s leader
and its people for Russia’s aggression

Tin Htet Paing | Published on Mar 1, 2022

Coup leader Min Aung Hlaing shows items
allegedly used by resistance forces to Russia’s
Deputy Defence Minister Col Gen Alexander
Vasilyevich Fomin in March last year (Myanmar
state media)

Myanmar’s military junta expressed support for
Russian President Vladimir Putin again on Sunday,
blaming his invasion of Ukraine on that country’s

leader and its people.

In a commentary published in its Burmese-language mouthpiece Myanma Alin, the regime
also accused the US and its NATO allies of plotting to pit Russia and Ukraine against each
other.

Titled “Lessons from Ukraine for those who haven't learned from history,” the two-page
commentary was written by a writer using the pseudonym “Myint Myat”.
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Calling Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy a puppet of the West, the writer heaps
praise on Putin as a leader of vision who had the foresight to quietly build up his country’s
military and economic strength.

By contrast, Zelenskyy is “incapable and lacks rationalism” —failings that have resulted in the
destruction and casualties that his country must now suffer, the writer argues.

“It is not wrong to say that Ukrainian people are also responsible for what is happening now
because they themselves chose the wrong leader,” he adds.

The writer also links the situation in the Ukraine to that in Myanmar, where ousted State
Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi is routinely portrayed in state media as a pawn of foreign
powers.

“Politicians and individuals who think they are big just just because they can bluff people on
human rights and democracy should understand by now that the security of our own
people, the power of our country, and our own national interests are more important than
human rights and democracy,” he writes.

The commentary comes just two days after junta spokesperson Zaw Min Tun defended
Putin’s actions in an interview with the Burmese-language service of Voice of America
(VOA).

“No. 1 is that Russia has worked to consolidate its sovereignty. | think this is the right thing
to do. No. 2 is to show the world that Russia is a world power,” he was quoted saying.

It comes as no real surprise that the junta has sided with Putin in his aggression against
Ukraine, which has been widely condemned by much of the rest of the world.

More than 7,000 Myanmar military officers have received army training and university
scholarships in Russia, which has also become a major provider of military hardware for a
regime facing an arms embargo from the West.

There is also a natural affinity between the two authoritarian regimes, as the UN Special
Rapporteur on Myanmar Tom Andrews noted in a recent tweet.

“Birds of a feather really do fly together. The world must stand with the people of Ukraine
and the people of Myanmar with words and action,” he wrote on Twitter.

This connection has been especially pronounced since last year, when the military
overthrew Suu Kyi’s popular National League for Democracy (NLD) government.

A week before the February 1 coup, Russian Defence Minister Gen Sergey Shoigu was in
Naypyitaw to sign a contract for the purchase of Russian Pantsir-S1 surface-to-air missile
systems, Orlan-10E reconnaissance drones, and radar facilities. Less than a month later, the
military imported $14.7 million worth of radar equipment, the Moscow Times reported in
April.

This was followed in late March by a visit to Naypyitaw by Col Gen Alexander Vasilyevich
Fomin, Russia’s deputy defence minister, to attend a ceremony marking Armed Forces Day.
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OnJune 20, just days after the United Nations General Assembly adopted a resolution
demanding an end to the military’s violence against civilians and calling for a halt of
weapons exports to Myanmar, coup leader Min Aung Hlaing left for a week-long visit to
Russia. It was his second trip abroad since seizing power, and only the seventh of his military
career.

It also came a week after a 20-member Russian delegation made a secret visit to Myanmar.
The purpose of the visit was unclear, but it appeared to be related to naval affairs, as it was
led by the deputy commander-in-chief of the Russian Navy, Vice-Admiral Vladimir Lvovich
Kasatonov. The visit was not reported by state media in either country.

Since the coup, top military generals, including Gen Soe Win, the deputy commander-in-
chief of the armed forces, and then-air force chief General Maung Maung Kyaw, who has
since been removed from the post, have also visited Russia.

Journalist Bertil Lintner, a long-time observer of Myanmar affairs, remarked in July of last
year that Russia has embraced the Myanmar military not only because it is a big buyer of
Russian military hardware, but also because it wants to set an example in Myanmar as
Russia strives to disrupt Western efforts to promote democracy in Asia and elsewhere.

Myanmar news outlet The Irrawaddy reported on Monday that the military council held an
emergency meeting two days ago to discuss the implications of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

Citing an anonymous source, the report said that members of the council speculated about
the possibility of China carrying out a similar invasion of Myanmar if its investments and
infrastructure in the country continue to come under attack from resistance forces. They
concluded that the military should deploy more troops along Chinese gas pipelines and at
other sites that have already experienced attacks, the report said.

Meanwhile, Myanmar’s underground National Unity Government, formed in the wake of
last year’s coup, denounced the Russian attacks as “unprovoked acts of war” and said it is
“not a good example in the 21st century” in a statement on Friday.

It called on Russia to respect the territorial integrity, independence, and sovereignty of
Ukraine and said that the attacks are “a flagrant violation of the UN Charter and
international law.”

Myanmar’s anti-coup protesters also expressed solidarity with Ukraine’s people, despite the
fact that the country has also supplied the Myanmar junta with arms in the past.

“We are inspired by Ukraine’s war in defence of democracy,” said Raymond, a member of
the Democracy Movement Strike Committee in Dawei, the capital of Tanintharyi Region, in a
recorded speech on Sunday.

Like the people of Ukraine, Myanmar’s people will continue to fight for the country’s
freedom from the military junta, he said, adding that Ukraine’s fight against “fascism” needs
support from people around the world.
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“If Putin wins in Ukraine, he will give more help to the military coup here in Myanmar and to
the enemies of democracy everywhere,” he said.

According to activist group Justice For Myanmar, Russia, which continues to arm the
Myanmar military, is now using its arms against the people of Ukraine in an illegal invasion.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-reiterates-support-for-putins-
war-on-ukraine

Russia-Ukraine Crisis Prompts Myanmar Junta Emergency Meeting
By THE IRRAWADDY | 1 March 2022

Myanmar’s military regime held an emergency meeting on the Russia-Ukraine crisis in the
capital Naypyitaw on February 26, to discuss how the conflict in Eastern Europe might affect
Myanmar, sources told The Irrawaddy.

At the meeting, the regime assumed that Myanmar faces the risk of invasion by its neighbor
China, just as Ukraine has been invaded by its neighbor Russia.

While the junta is convinced that Beijing would not invade Myanmar in normal times, it is
concerned that the superpower would take matters into its own hand if and when
Myanmar’s military is incapable of protecting Chinese interests in the country. The regime
believes that Chinese investments are increasingly being targeted by resistance groups.

Beijing has numerous existing and planned projects in Myanmar including an oil and gas
pipelines project, which is thus far the biggest Chinese project in the country.

The project spans nearly 800 kilometers, comprising twin pipelines running in parallel from
the port of Kyaukphyu in western Myanmar’s Rakhine State through Magwe and Mandalay
regions and northern Shan State before entering China’s Yunnan Province.

China is also working to establish the China-Myanmar Economic Corridor, which is part of
Beijing’s Belt and Road Initiative. The estimated 1,700 kilometre-long corridor will connect
Kunming, the capital of Yunnan Province, to Mandalay, Yangon and the Kyaukphyu Special
Economic Zone in Rakhine.

Beijing also has influence over ethnic armed groups based in Shan State.

Last month, an off-take station of the China-backed oil and gas pipelines in Mandalay
Region’s Natogyi Township was damaged when a resistance group attacked regime forces
guarding the facility.

China has urged Myanmar’s parallel National Unity Government to ensure its resistance
movement does not harm Chinese investments in Myanmar, following a January attack on
electricity pylons supplying the China-backed Tagaung Taung nickel-processing plant in
Sagaing Region’s Tigyaing Township.
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At the February 26 meeting, the regime decided to tighten security at the sites of China’s
special interests in Myanmar, including along the oil and gas pipelines, a source who asked
for anonymity told The Irrawaddy.

Russia launched a large-scale invasion of Ukraine on February 24. Regime spokesman Major
General Zaw Min Tun has told the Voice of America radio network that the junta supports
the invasion.

“Number one is that Russia has worked to consolidate its sovereignty. | think this is the right
thing to do. Number two is to show the world that Russia is a world power,” the regime
spokesman was quoted by VOA as saying.

On February 25, China, along with India and the United Arab Emirates, abstained in a vote
on a United Nations draft resolution condemning Russia’s attack on Ukraine.

Russia, which is one of the largest arms suppliers to the Myanmar military, is now facing
sanctions from Western countries because of its invasion.

The European Union has closed its airspace to Russian aircraft since Sunday. The United
States, European allies and Canada agreed on Saturday to remove key Russian banks from
the interbank messaging system, SWIFT, meaning targeted Russian banks will not be able to
communicate securely with banks beyond its borders.

As a result, the Russian ruble has fallen significantly against the US dollar.

Myanmar generals who have bank accounts in Russia and Myanmar cronies who act as
intermediaries between Russian arms manufacturers and the military regime are extremely
concerned about the latest developments in Russia, sources told The Irrawaddy.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/russia-ukraine-crisis-prompts-myanmar-junta-
emergency-meeting.html

Myanmar’s Min Aung Hlaing, Russia’s Putin and Their llk Must Not Prevail
By AUNG ZAW | 1 March 2022

The generals who have engaged in brutal atrocities and applied a scorched earth strategy in
Myanmar will surely be following the news from Ukraine closely. The immediate question
that arises is, do they want Russian President Vladimir Putin and his invading army to
succeed? Perhaps.

As the invasion of Ukraine was beginning, Myanmar, a member of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), sounded decidedly out of step with the rest of the world
when a spokesperson for Myanmar’s military council voiced support for Putin’s aggression,
offering two reasons.

“No. 1 is that Russia has worked to consolidate its sovereignty,” he said. “I think this is the
right thing to do. No. 2 is to show the world that Russia is a world power.”
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Of course, this is garbage. The junta’s quick show of support for Russia’s aggression is hardly
surprising; Russia is a major supplier of military hardware to the regime, and enhanced
military-to-military ties have been cemented since the coup.

Moscow sent a high-level military delegation led by Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu to
Myanmar two weeks before last year’s coup. Moscow knew of the coup in advance and
promised to supply arms, training, hardware and surveillance technology to the regime.

Since the coup, the two sides have exchanged numerous visits. Indeed, the relationship has
grown worryingly warm. However, this Russia-Myanmar friendship doesn’t include the
Myanmar people.

For their part, the oppressed people of Myanmar loathe both Russia and China, and
whoever else supports the regime.

On March 27 last year, the regime celebrated Armed Forces Day, which historically has
marked the day the people took up arms against the occupying Japanese in the 1940s. On
the same day, the regime’s forces slaughtered more than 100 people across the country,
making it the bloodiest single day since the generals seized power less than two months
earlier. By that point, the international community including most Western nations had long
since condemned the military regime, but Russian Deputy Defense Minister Colonel General
Alexander Vasilyevich Fomin chose to travel to Naypyitaw to attend the 76th annual Armed
Forces Day commemorations.

Soon citizens, farmers, schoolteachers and children were bearing the brunt as Russian-made
jet fighters and helicopters were deployed to drop bombs and fire missiles and machine
guns at them. Many have died since the regime launched a brutal war against its own
people.

Not only Russian but also Chinese-made weapons have killed many innocent people in
Myanmar. They, too, are implicated in the post-coup human tragedy in Myanmar.

Like Putin and his army, Min Aung Hlaing and his soldiers behave like foreign invaders, but
they do so in their own country. The regime faces strong resistance, encountering many
form of protest as well as armed rebellion across the country.

A year after attempting to stage a coup, the Myanmar regime still does not control the
country or the people.

Did Min Aung Hlaing underestimate the Myanmar people?

Since Russia launched its invasion, Ukraine’s people have displayed great bravery. This has
been well noted in the international community; the reaction from the West has been tough
and Russia is being cut out of the global financial system.

Both Senior General Min Aung Hlaing and Putin have underestimated the people they seek
to subdue, and the resistance to their aggression. Should Putin fail to assert control over
Ukraine, Min Aung Hlaing’s “grand strategy” of bringing Russia into Myanmar’s political
landscape after the takeover will seem as delusional as his coup plan itself.
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He must be worried. Days after the invasion of Ukraine, after the spokesman expressed the
regime’s stance in support of Moscow, top brass in Myanmar held a meeting to discuss the
crisis in Ukraine and its impact on and consequences for Myanmar. The generals are worried
about the West’s financial sanctions—Myanmar’s arms dealers have bank accounts in
Russia—and the supply of hardware will slow. Since the coup, the West, including the US
and the EU, has imposed stiff sanctions on the Myanmar military, state-owned companies
and business cronies of the regime, but more needs to be done.

Russian Deputy Defense Minister Alexander Vasilyevich
Fomin (second from left) and General Mya Tun Oo
(left), a member of the Myanmar military regime’s
governing State Administration Council, attend the
Armed Forces Day parade in Naypyitaw in March 2021.

- At the meeting, it is understood that the generals were
| also curious about China’s position on Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine. Details are sketchy but it seems they were mostly interested in China’s strategic
goals, and how they—and future China-Myanmar relations—might be impacted if Russia
botches its invasion of Ukraine.

In its public pronouncements, the Chinese government has urged all sides to de-escalate
tensions in Ukraine.

Since the military takeover in Myanmar on Feb. 1, China has repeatedly insisted that the
armed forces’ seizure of power from the democratically elected government is Myanmar’s
internal affair, including at the UN Security Council (UNSC) and at Human Rights Council
meetings. The Myanmar people dislike China and its stance toward the coup, just as they
dislike Russia for the same reason. Since the coup, China has faced massive anti-China
protests in Myanmar and boycotts of Chinese products.

China-backed factories in Myanmar have been torched and threats against China-backed gas
pipelines issued. Beijing has voiced serious concern over the security of its pipelines; anti-
junta groups in Myanmar have countered by saying that whether or not they are blown up is
an “internal affair”, mocking China’s own rationale for blocking other nations’ attempts at
the UN to condemn the military takeover.

In the meantime, the generals are likely to beef up security for Chinese interests and
projects in Myanmar, and Min Aung Hlaing will do whatever is necessary to accommodate
both Russia and China. At the end of the day, his aim is to rule the country with his blood-
soaked hands, and he will make friends with either Russia or China in order to achieve this.

There is some pride at stake for Min Aung Hlaing in Putin’s invasion of Ukraine: The general
wants to show the people of Myanmar, and especially his opponents, that his allies are
winners. If things go badly for Putin, the Myanmar people will feel vindicated and Min Aung
Hlaing and his hardline thugs will feel they have attached themselves to the losing side.
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Since the coup, Myanmar has quickly descended into chaos. As the human and economic
costs of the long and bloody coup attempt mount it will only become more difficult for the
regime to exert control and consolidate its grip on the country.

Min Aung Hlaing’s regime sees Myanmar’s citizens as enemies; therefore, its coup has
failed. Lacking legitimacy, the regime in Myanmar today is a pariah. If murderer-in-chief Min
Aung Hlaing and his military are allowed to win, the Myanmar people will forever remain
slaves, subject to tyranny.

Dark days lie ahead for both Ukraine and Myanmar. The resistance in Ukraine has already
earned the admiration of the entire world, just as the efforts of Myanmar’s various
resistance forces, including groups engaged in armed rebellion, have surprised many at
home and abroad.

Knowing they would be fired upon, a group of Ukrainian soldiers guarding a military facility
on Snake Island in the Black Sea told a Russian warship to “go fuck yourself”. In Myanmar
last year, protesters, faced with rows of soldiers and tanks, exclaimed: “Fuck the coup!”

We cannot allow Min Aung Hlaing or Putin to succeed, or let one feel vindication in the
success of the other.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/commentary/myanmars-min-aung-hlaing-russias-
putin-and-their-ilk-must-not-prevail.html
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