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Source: Trial of Myanmar's Suu Kyi Moved to Prison Compound

Agence France-Presse

FILE - This handout photo taken May 24,
2021, and released by Myanmar's Ministry
of Information May 26, shows detained
civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi (L) and
detained president Win Myint (R) during
their first court appearance in Naypyidaw.

YANGON — Hearings for the trial of ousted
Myanmar leader Aung San Suu Kyi will be
moved to a prison compound in the military-built capital Naypyidaw, a source with
knowledge of the case said Tuesday.

The Nobel laureate, 77, was detained by the military when it ousted her government last
year and faces a raft of charges that could see her jailed for more than 150 years.

She has since been confined to an undisclosed location in Naypyidaw, leaving only to attend
hearings in a municipal compound in the east of the sprawling, low-rise capital inaugurated
by the army in 2006.

Future hearings "will be conducted at the new Special Court in Naypyidaw Prison" following
the completion of a new court building in the compound, said a source with knowledge of
the case.

The source did not give further details.

Suu Kyi's lawyers have been banned from speaking to the media and journalists barred from
her trial.

Under a previous junta regime, she spent long spells under house arrest in her family
mansion in Yangon, Myanmar's largest city.

Her current detention has seen her links to the outside world limited to brief pre-trial
meetings with her lawyers.

She has already been convicted of corruption, incitement against the military, breaching
Covid-19 rules and breaking a telecommunications law, with a court sentencing her so far to
11 years.

Suu Kyi turned 77 on Sunday and brought a birthday cake to court to eat with her lawyers
ahead of a hearing on Monday, according to a source with knowledge of the matter.

https://www.voanews.com/a/source-trial-of-myanmar-s-suu-kyi-moved-to-prison-
compound/6626375.html
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Myanmar Political Prisoners Crushed into Warehouse for Celebrating Suu Kyi Birthday

By THE IRRAWADDY | 21 June 2022

Obo Prison in Mandalay.

More than 100 political prisoners were
P il locked in a putrid fish-paste warehouse in
Mandalay’s Obo Prison for celebrating
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s 77th birthday on
Sunday, causing vomiting and dizziness.

$ i MmO

Female prisoners made offerings by
wearing new clothes, thanatkha (face paint) and flowers. Male prisoners held a football
match and played chinlone (cane ball) to mark her birthday.

On Monday, the prison authorities locked large numbers in the prison’s fish-paste
warehouse while they waited for trials inside the prison. Many vomited and suffered from
dizziness, according to a relative.

“Around 30 people vomited and were dizzy because of the smell. Families feed them but
some still cannot eat. Some were held in the warehouse the whole day because their trials
were held late,” said the relative.

Obo is notorious for oppression. Political prisoners were tortured and beaten in early June
for arguing with prison guards and that is why some were held in the fish-paste warehouse,
according to a Mandalay lawyer.

“Some were there because news of the beatings leaked out of the prison and others for
celebrating Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s birthday. The prison authorities think the news spread
from the prisoners and lawyers,” said the lawyer, who asked not to be named.

Political prisoners in Monywa celebrated the deposed state counselor’s birthday with
offerings and prayers for an end to military dictatorship.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s 77" birthday was celebrated in the United States, Japan, South
Korea, Malaysia, Thailand, Norway and Sweden. Resistance forces also celebrated across
Myanmar.

Obo prisoners were beaten on her 76" birthday last year for shouting and praying for her.
Deaths have been reported in Obo, Insein, Monywa and Hpa-An prisons.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-political-prisoners-crushed-into-
warehouse-for-celebrating-suu-kyi-birthday.html
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Political Prisoners held in Hpa-an Jail are Tortured, Denied Access to Medical Treatment,
Family Visits and Clean Drinking Water

Disturbing reports are emerging from Hpa-an Jail of political prisoners been beaten,
tortured denied medical treatment and family visits.

Karen News |21 June 2022

= . In Hpa-an Prison, Karen state, many people have
been injured as the prison staff closed the doors
and tortured political prisoners. Karen News
investigated that during those days, the conjugal
visits were closed, and prisoners were not allowed
to get medical treatment.
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A source at the jail told Karen News, “I know, all
prisoners were locked in and shot by slingshots.
Many were severely injured. | heard they were also not given food.”

On June 4, two prisoners escaped from the prison compound with ropes. The source said
political prisoners were later beaten and tortured as they did not accept being relocated to
another area within the jail.

A family member of a political prisoner told Karen News as a result family visits were
denied.

“Families couldn’t send items to the prisoners for two days. We could not send supplies and
food to prisoners. If we send money, it often doesn’t arrive and if it does arrive, it will not be
the full amount.”

Political detainees only had unclean water to use and drink and as a result had skin rashes.
They were denied treatment by the prison and had to wait for medicines to be sent from
outside.

An unnamed source close to the political prisoners told Karen News that the prisoners
wanted the International Committee of Red Cross (ICRC) to help them as there had been
several human rights violations in Hpa-an Prison, also known as Taungkalay Prison.

To protest against the human rights abuses, political prisoners have been singing political
anthems every day. Prison officials and prison staff responded by playing loud religious
music to cover up the protest songs and to prevent the public hearing.

On May 8, 66 political prisoners were transferred from Hpa-an to Mon State. The protesters
inside the prison were beaten by prison officials, and 17 were put in darkened cells with
chains on their legs. According to sources related to prison, the tight metal shackles caused
bruises on the political prisoner’s legs.

A source said, “the 17 prisoners were held in six feet, ten feet rooms in groups of 6 or 7. The
water was not clean, and the rooms were unlit. The roof was made with galvanized iron
sheets that had holes in it. Prisoners had to sleep in the wet from the rain. The holes in the
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iron sheet gave some light, but allowed mosquitoes insects in. The chains were not removed
even while sleeping.”

Prison sources said it was only political activists who were transferred from Karen State to
Mon State, and that new wardens and prison doctors were appointed after the transfer. The
Hpa-an University Students’ Union posted on its social media page that human rights abuses
in Hpa-an Prison escalated after a new Warden, U Hla Swe was appointed to Hpa-an Prison.

The Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP) Secretary Ko Tate Naing explained
to Karen News that “after the military coup in February 2022, the prisons in Myanmar were
transformed into military concentration camps. Every prisoner is being subjected to violent
persecution in ways that go beyond human rights abuses. They do not receive medical
treatment for infections and illnesses caused by their poor living conditions and lack of food
and clean water. What is worse is that they are abused for no reason. These abuses are
happening in almost every prison.

Ko Tate Naing emphasized it is important the United Nations and human rights
organizations monitor the situation in prisons as international organizations such as the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), are being tightly controlled and what they
can do is restricted. Ko Tate Naing urged immediate actions to address human rights abuses
be taken as the lives of political prisoners in Burma’s prisons are under threat.

Political prisoners who are sentenced are required to wear prison uniforms; longyi and blue
shirt for men and yogi longyi and white shirt for women. A source close to the family of a
prisoner said (prisoners) have to buy the uniforms themselves from the prison staff.

The source told Karen News; “The prison does not provide uniforms. Prisoners need to buy
it themselves. Drinking water is not clean. The water for use is also not clean. There is also a
problem of insufficient water. Drinking water is also sold in the prison.”

According to Karen News sources, in 2022there are as many as 400 political prisoners
detained at Hpa-an Prison, including people arrested and sentenced under section 505 (a),
people not sentenced yet, and people arrested and charged with section 52 (a), 50 (j), 51(c)
of Ani-Terrorism Act.

Sources claim, prison officials and staff that they had been given orders that they could
shoot political prisoners in Hpa-an prison if they refuse to obey instructions.

A family source said, “No political detainees arrested in 2022 have been released. All the
people arrested are imprisoned whether there is evidence or not.”

https://karennews.org/2022/06/political-prisoners-held-in-hpa-an-jail-are-tortured-denied-
access-to-medical-treatment-family-visits-and-clean-drinking-water/
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Who is Behind Myanmar Junta’s Ye-U Massacre?
By THE IRRAWADDY | 21 June 2022

The person most responsible for the deaths of 26 residents in Ye-U Township, Sagaing
Region, recently reported by Radio Free Asia (RFA), is alleged to be the head of 4th Military
Operations Command Brigadier General Kyi Thaik and Light Infantry Battalion 708 under his
control.

The operations command, which is based in Phuu Gyi between Hmawbi and Taikkyi in
northern Yangon Region, controls infantry units.

Light infantry divisions and military operations commands are formed for rapid response to
enemy movements.

According to conversations between three Battalion 708 troops in the video obtained by
RFA, the battalion commander ordered a sergeant to kill civilians.

The troops were acting on direct orders from a divisional commander, said a former captain
who has abandoned the regime.

“A battalion commander will seek permission from the division chief on how to treat
captives. The battalion commander will follow the orders,” he said.

Kyi Thaik was appointed in February last year following the coup. He has been in Sagaing
since last year and returned to Phuu Gyi earlier this month.

After Brigadier General Phyo Thant was promoted to northwest commander in Monywa
after the 2021 coup, Kyi Thaik succeeded him as operations commander.

Junta spokesman Major General Zaw Min Tun told RFA that the regime is investigating the
case.

A similar incident happened in northern Shan State in July 2016 when a divisional
commander, who ordered the death of detained villagers, was sentenced to five years in
prison.

Light Infantry Battalion 362 under the 10" Military Operations Command raided Wan Tat
village in Lashio Township on June 26, 2016, and detained five male villagers.

Battalion commander Major Tin Myo Zaw phoned his operations chief, Colonel Myo Aung,
about the five detainees. Myo Aung ordered their death and Tin Myo Zaw kept a recording,
according to the former captain.

After villagers and a lawmaker filed a complaint, seven soldiers, including Myo Aung and Tin
Myo Zaw, were tried at a court martial at the northeastern command and given five years in
prison.

Myo Aung spent less than one year in prison after the military chief Min Aung Hlaing
granted an amnesty.
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Myo Aung is a nephew of Aung Thaung, who was an industry minister under the State Law
and Order Restoration Council junta. His cousin is the current naval chief, Admiral Moe Aung
and one of Aung Thaung’s sons.

Myo Aung has been a manager at Amata Distribution Co, an IGE Co subsidiary owned by one
of Aung Thaung’s other sons, since late 2017.

A striking major said the court martial should prosecute the division and battalion
commanders and soldiers involved in the killings in Ye-U if someone files a complaint.

However, those with wealth and contacts will avoid any serious punishment, he said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/who-is-behind-myanmar-juntas-ye-u-
massacre.html

Five Villagers Tortured and Killed by Junta Forces in Upper Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY |21 June 2022

Myanmar junta forces tortured and killed five villagers on Monday during a raid on a village
in Chaung-U Township, Sagaing Region.

After being ambushed by local resistance groups, 80 military regime soldiers raided Nyaung
Pin Tal Village around three kilometers to the west of Chaung-U Town.

The junta troops arrested eight villagers, including three women aged in their 40s and 50s,
during the raid, the spokesperson for the Chaung-U People’s Defense Force (PDF) told The
Irrawaddy.

Five of the detainees: U Paw Kyi, 52, Ko Nay Wyne, 37, U Aung Min, 48, U Pyay Aye, 49 and
an unidentified man were tortured and killed by the regime soldiers, according to Chaung-U
PDF and Chaung-U Public News, a local media outlet.

Citing witnesses and evidence, the Chaung-U PDF spokesperson said that the five male
detainees were tortured before being killed, as ropes, pliers and a hammer were found in
the house where they were detained and blood was discovered on the floor.

Two of the bodies were then set alight after being dragged out of the house. Photos show
two burned bodies, with one of the victim’s legs still tied up.

Another villager was tortured to death outside the house, but his body is still missing, said
Chaung-U PDF.

The bodies of two of the other detained villagers were found in a house that was torched by
regime forces before they left Nyaung Pin Tal Village on Monday.

A Chaung-U PDF fighter, Ko Toe Naing Win, was killed during a clash with the regime
detachment and two other fighters were injured, said the Chaung-U PDF spokesperson.

Regime forces also looted homes during their two day deployment in the village.
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The three women villagers detained by the junta soldiers were later released on Monday
after being used as human shields while the troops returned to Chaung-U Town.

On June 14, a Myanmar military detachment that torched a village and killed four civilians
was ambushed repeatedly by PDFs at three locations as it returned to Chaung-U Town.

“They [junta forces] regard everyone opposing the military as their enemy. As the whole
country is opposing military rule, all the people are their enemies. So they are treating
civilians as the enemy and murdering them,” said the Chaung-U PDF representative.

He urged people in Chaung-U to flee whenever they see junta forces as so many arbitrary
killings of civilians are occurring.

Faced with daily attacks by PDFs and ethnic armed organizations, regime forces are
responding with indiscriminate killings, torture, air and artillery strikes on residential areas,
torching villages and using civilians as human shields, especially in Sagaing, Magwe and
Mandalay regions and Chin, Karen, Kayah, Kachin and Shan states.

As of June 20, almost 2,000 civilians have been killed by the regime and over 14,000
detained since last year’s coup, according to the rights group the Assistance Association for
Political Prisoners.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/five-villagers-tortured-and-killed-by-junta-forces-
in-upper-myanmar.htmil

Five killed by junta troops, allied fighters in Myanmar’s Sagaing

The charred bodies of the five were found by returning villagers on June 20.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.06.21

k2! A house burned by Myanmar junta troops is shown in
Nyaungbin Tae village, Chaung-U township, Sagaing
region, June 20, 2022. Chaung-U Township People's
News

Four civilians and a local militia member were found
killed Monday after a three-day raid by junta troops
and allied fighters on a village in northwestern

Myanmar’s Sagaing region that saw 10,000 civilians flee the area, Myanmar sources say.

The five victims, whose charred bodies were discovered after being left behind by
departing junta soldiers, were buried by residents of Chaung-U township’s Nyaungbin Tae
village when they returned following the attack, one local villager told RFA on Tuesday.

A military column combining Myanmar military and fighters from the Pyu Saw Htee, a
pro-junta armed group, had entered the village on Saturday, RFA’s source said, speaking
on condition of anonymity for security reasons.
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“When they arrived, all the villagers ran to safety, leaving only four or five people behind
in the village,” the source said. “During the raid, one of the village guards was killed by
artillery fire, but we weren’t able to recover his body until the soldiers left the village on
June 20.

“We later found all the bodies and buried them yesterday,” the source said.

Killed in Nyaungbin Tae by junta troops and allied fighters were 20-year-old Toe Naing
Win, a member of a local People’s Defense Force unit set up to oppose junta rule; Paw
Kyi, 52, whose body was found burned in a house; and 37-year-old Ne Win and 49-year-
old Pyay Aye, whose bodies were found in a cornfield nearby, sources said.

The body of Aung Min, 48, was later found outside the village, they said.

The June 18 raid on the village was carried out by a force of around 80 junta soldiers, all
in plain clothes, a local anti-junta militia member told RFA, also declining to be named.

“There was no fighting, no clash,” the source said. “They entered the village after shelling
it with heavy weapons, and one of our comrades was killed by an artillery shell. Two
others were injured, one in the hand and the other on his body.

“Four men were killed in the village altogether, three of them when their house was set
on fire. One other man was shot dead in the road when he would not carry the soldiers’
stuff,” he said.

The soldiers may have been attached to Light Infantry Battalions 357, 368 and 369, and
were accompanied by pro-junta fighters from the Pyu Saw Htee pro-junta militia, he
added.

Before leaving Nyaungbin Tae, soldiers looted the village’s nearly 275 homes of cash,
jewelry and other valuables, villagers said.

'We all had to run'

Also speaking to RFA, a 70-year-old villager confirmed that junta soldiers had attacked
Nyaungbin Tae with heavy weapons. “We all had to run, and older women who could not
run had to be taken away on motorcycles,” the villager said, also speaking on condition of
anonymity.

“One woman who was paralyzed had to be left behind in the village,” he said.

“The men who were killed were too attached to their livestock and refused to leave. They
were seized and killed. Now | don’t even want to hear anything about the army, and |
don’t want to see them,” he added.

Requests for comment by junta spokesman Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Htun received no reply.

Sagaing has been the scene of some of the fiercest fighting to take place between junta
troops and opposition forces since Myanmar’s military overthrew civilian rule in a
February 2021 coup.

Page 9 of 46



Villagers say junta forces have indiscriminately attacked communities, killing civilians,
torching homes and forcing thousands to flee in search of safety.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane for RFA Burmese. Written in English by Richard
Finney.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/killed-06212022144143.html|

Myanmar Executions Could Be War Crimes: UN
By AFP | 21 June 2022

The Myanmar junta’s plans to execute political opponents may amount to war crimes or
crimes against humanity, a UN official said Monday.

The junta said on June 3 it would execute a former lawmaker from Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s
party and a prominent democracy activist, both convicted of terrorism, in what would be
the country’s first judicial executions since 1990.

Four people, including former MP Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw and democracy activist Ko Jimmy,
“who were sentenced to death will be hanged according to prison procedures”, junta
spokesman Zaw Min Tun told AFP then.

Nicholas Koumjian, head of the UN’s Independent Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar,
said he was following this case closely.

“The available information strongly suggests that under international law, fundamental
rights of the convicted persons were blatantly violated in these proceedings,” Koumjian said
of the trials, which were closed to the public.

“Imposing a death sentence, or even a period of detention, on the basis of proceedings that
do not satisfy the basic requirements of a fair trial may constitute one or more crimes
against humanity or war crimes,” he added.

The junta has sentenced dozens of anti-coup activists to death as part of its crackdown on
dissent after seizing power last year, but Myanmar has not carried out an execution for
decades.

For a trial to be considered fair it must be held in public to the greatest extent possible, said
Koumjian.

“Exceptions based on national security or other considerations must be limited to the extent
that they are strictly justified,” he said.

But in these cases, “it appears that there were no public proceedings nor are the judgments
publicly available”.

This raised doubts as to whether the tribunal was impartial and independent, he added.

The UN mechanism for Myanmar was created by the UN human rights council in 2018.
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Its task is to gather evidence of international crimes and human rights violations in the
former Burma and document them with a view to facilitating criminal proceedings.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-executions-could-be-war-crimes-
un.html

Myanmar’s Neighbors Must Refuse to Engage With the Military Regime
By AYE CHAN | 21 June 2022

Since last year’s coup the conflict in Myanmar has escalated dramatically, exacerbated by
the collapsing economy and humanitarian crisis. This is not the first time the Myanmar
military has staged a coup and then failed monumentally in its efforts to govern the country.
However, the efforts of the international community to seek a peaceful resolution have not
brought any tangible progress, with the military regime failing to adhere to the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) peace plan, known as the Five-Point Consensus. Any
well-meaning engagement with the junta only prolongs the current crisis by further
emboldening the regime to act with impunity and to employ limitless brutality in its
determination to hold on to power at all costs. Without concerted pressure on the
Myanmar military from neighboring countries, the current conflict will only intensify.

Six decades of failed military rule

The Myanmar military had all the power and opportunities to rule the country effectively for
six decades from 1962, but only managed to fail the country. Objectively, they did make an
initial effort to serve the country. In the military’s golden era, after independence, the first
promise it made was to end the civil war that erupted in 1948. Then, having vowed to be the
guardian of the country, in 1958 the military took its first steps on the political stage by
replacing the elected government for two years. After providing stability, the military
honorably returned power to the civilian government in 1960. That was the first and last
time the military kept its promise to return to barracks after political interventions. Since
General Ne Win’s coup in March 1962, it has never stepped down from the political stage.

In an effort to win the hearts and minds of the people, Ne Win cunningly adopted popular
socialist principles and named his political party the Burma Socialist Programme Party
(BSPP). However, the BSSP’s weak commitment to socialist ideals was exacerbated by
entrenched corruption within the military, and led to the implosion of the Ne Win regime in
1988 as the Myanmar people grasped their opportunity and rallied for democratic reforms.
But, sadly, the military took over again in 1989.

During the 1990s, the new junta swiftly departed from closed-door socialism and embraced
the market economy. This was another attempt by the generals to adopt a popular
development path, but also reflected its deep self-interest in retaining power. However, like
its predecessor, the junta could not contain corruption and did not perform well. While
Myanmar’s neighbors China and Thailand were opening their markets and lifting millions of
their people out of poverty, the generals took the majority of Myanmar’s population into
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poverty. The generals blamed international sanctions for their economic failures, but still
managed to accumulate immense wealth for themselves.

Politically, the generals were convinced that a Bamar Buddhist-centric ideology of ultra-
nationalism would be the glue to bind the nation together and consolidate their grip on
power. The once-revered nationalism that the original military had employed after
independence was tarnished again by the military regime.

After all their failures, the military eventually tried to break from its notorious past and
found a political exit with the political and economic reforms of the 2010s. The generals
managed to convince Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and her supporters to bless their democratic
reforms. Initial success led almost everyone to believe that Myanmar had finally found its
own path to rejuvenate the country and rejoin the international community. But, while
trying to reform, the military did not stop committing war crimes against ethnic minorities in
the borderlands and failed to address entrenched institutionalized corruption.

But later on even Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s image was tainted because of the military’s
ongoing atrocities. The 2017 Rohingya crisis badly affected Myanmar’s image overseas. And
by 2021, the military had presumably grown impatient and decided to consolidate its power
further with another coup that led to them once again openly killing innocent people.

Over the last six decades, the military has never been able to govern the nation, no matter
what widely-accepted ideologies it has employed.

Deepening public resentment of military rule

The military’s attempts at nation-building by experimenting with a spectrum of ideologies
and policies only divided society and impoverished the country, while the military
maintained its power and the generals enriched themselves. The misguided and exploitative
use of those ideologies only made people feel closely associated with the military’s
oppression. For the people, whether it was socialism, a market economy or even
democracy, it was merely an apparatus used by the military to tighten their grip on power.
And when the policies failed, the generals simply blamed the people for not cooperating.

Following the 2021 coup, the emergence of armed resistance to the regime did not happen
overnight. Decades of living in poverty, entrenched corruption in the bureaucracy and
deteriorating public services have deepened public resentment of the military. Only for a
short period in the 2010s did people start to have hope that their lives were getting better
and that their futures would be brighter. Since the coup, the junta’s indiscriminate brutality
and atrocities have reversed all those hopes. It became crystal clear for the Myanmar
people that they must end the military dictatorship once and for all. The increasing brutality
of the regime only makes people more determined to fight hard for their lives and their
futures.

What can the international community do?
Like other countries in the region, Myanmar may also need a strong leader or a strong

institution with a compelling ideology or narrative to hold its diverse peoples together. The
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Myanmar military tried to prove itself as such an institution and consistently failed. In the
1990s, when western governments isolated the then junta, China and ASEAN tried a
different approach of letting the military regime integrate into the regional community in
the hope that it would gradually change. But both China and ASEAN faced public outrage as
friends of the oppressive military. This negative public sentiment eased only when the
National League for Democracy government won the 2015 general election.

Currently, history seems to be circling back to this same point. It is important to note that
the crimes the regime has committed since the coup already exceed its predecessors’
atrocities in the past decades. Consequently, any well-meaning engagement with the regime
by regional governments or organizations will face much more intense public outrage and
distrust than was expressed back in the 1990s.

For the international community, especially for China and ASEAN, military rule may be
considered the natural or default setting in Myanmar. Neighboring governments may expect
that the junta can still achieve economic development and stability, even if it does not
receive popular support. This is what the current generals have been trying to convince their
neighbors will happen, by employing its traditional delay and defuse strategy. However,
decades of military failures on all fronts and its current brutality against its own citizens
demonstrate the opposite. Without drastic institutional reforms, the generals and the
military will never became worthy rulers of Myanmar.

The coup has already reversed all the progress made by the military’s much-celebrated
democratic reforms of the 2010s, which could be considered the military’s only success in its
history. Following the 2015 general election, with the leadership of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi,
the people still accepted the power-sharing arrangement between the military and civilian
government. That was a negotiated settlement which is what some international actors are
suggesting now. But the military has already departed from that path and the political
climate has changed drastically during the current crisis.

Without concerted pressure to convince the military to return to barracks, stay under full
civilian control and dramatically reform itself, the military will only continue to create
further chaos for the country. History has shown that it is the military that has been the
source of instability and poverty for Myanmar for decades. Any international hopes of the
military restoring peace will certainly fail to sway the Myanmar people suffering from fresh
physical and emotional wounds inflicted by the military.

The Myanmar people have come this far in their struggle against military dictatorship
without any international support. They are challenging an established army by any means
they can to save their lives and to imagine a new prosperous and peaceful country. People
are strongly determined to fight for a future where military dictatorship ends for good and
justice is achieved for the Myanmar people. Therefore, respecting people’s aspirations, it is
time for the international community to help restore stability and peace by placing
concerted pressure on the Myanmar military. If the military is faced with sustained and
intense pressure, both at home and abroad, it will be have no choice but make concessions.
Only then will the desired peace and stability for Myanmar be restored more quickly.
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Aye Chan is the pseudonym of a public policy analyst and expert on peace, development, and
politics in Myanmar.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/guest-column-myanmars-neighbors-
must-refuse-to-engage-with-the-military-regime.html

Myanmar crisis hampers Asean trade talks with partners, says Malaysia

PUBLISHED 21 JUNE 2022 | THE STAR FOR ANN

NEW DELHI, June 20 (Bernama): The crisis
following last year’s military takeover in
Myanmar is hampering the 10-member Asean’s
trade talks with its economic partners, Malaysian
Foreign Minister Datuk Seri Saifuddin Abdullah
said.

50 YEARS hf'-\ 4

\CRC 50TH ANNeRgygy
CELEBRATION IN MALS

Myanmar has troubled Asean's consensus-based
decision-making process as potential agreements
with the group's negotiating partners can be
obstructed in the absence of approval from any member state.

Saifuddin suggested that Asean will have to take into account whether only nine members
should enter into negotiations and agreements.

"If there are trade agreements that Asean needs to sign with our partners, you cannot have
Myanmar (holding) Asean to ransom. So we may have to think solidly whether this is
something that we may have to do and what are the legal implications," Saifuddin said.

"Just because one doesn't want to sign, nine cannot sign, and we cannot enhance our trade
with the EU and other dialogue partners. It is not fair to Asean," told Bernama in an
interview during his June 15-17 India visit to attend the Asean-India Foreign Ministers
Meeting.

Saifuddin said Malaysia was dismayed at the lack of progress in achieving peace in
Myanmar.

"People are still being killed, internally displaced persons do not get humanitarian
assistance, and more people (refugees fleeing violence) keep coming to Malaysia," he said.

There was no representative from Myanmar during the the Special Asean-India Foreign
Ministers' Meeting. The foreign ministers of Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Singapore and Vietnam held an informal meeting on the sidelines on June 16.

"There was only one topic on the table and that was Myanmar. | highlighted the fact that we
don’t see clear progress (towards resolving the Myanmar crisis)," Saifuddin told Bernama.

The Cambodian foreign minister, who is the bloc's special envoy on Myanmar, will be
travelling there for his second visit by the end of this month.
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"We advised him that he should be meeting all stakeholders," Saifuddin said, adding they
must include the National Unity Government (NUG) and the National Unity Consultative
Council (NUCC).

Opinion is divided within Asean about the level of representation to be allowed from the
Myanmar administration at the group's meetings.

"The current situation is that we are not inviting Myanmar to send political representation
to the Asean leaders' summit. But (about) other sectors, there are two schools of thought
among Asean countries," the minister said.

Some say Myanmar should be barred from attending all ministerial meetings, while others
are in favour of letting it have a presence, he added.

Malaysia and some other members have conveyed to the chair that Myanmar should not be
represented at the Asean Defence Ministers' Meeting (ADMM) in Cambodia on June 22.

The Asean leadership summit, usually held in November, will have to consider tough
decisions if the stalemate over Myanmar continues.

Saifuddin suggested if Asean's efforts do not yield a desired outcome on Myanmar, more
international pressure may be needed.

"The EU and other dialogue partners can play a role. We have shared the same thing with
India and China that everyone has a role to play," he said.- Bernama

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/myanmar-crisis-hampers-asean-trade-talks-with-
partners-says-malaysia

France Pressured to Block Total's Payment to Myanmar Junta
By NORA AUNG | 21 June 2022

About 459 civil society organizations have urged France to prevent the French oil and gas
major Total from funding Myanmar’s junta through the Myanma Qil and Gas Enterprise
(MOGE) on Monday.

Total and Chevron announced on January 21 that they will withdraw from the Yadana
natural gas project in the Andaman Sea. Yadana is Myanmar’s single-largest source of
foreign currency, generating more than USS$1 billion per year, according to Human Rights
Watch.

The European Union sanctioned MOGE in February but an exemption means Total needs
French government approval to transfer money related to decommissioning oil and gas
wells, environmental restoration and shares and other interests to MOGE.

By July 20 Total is due to hand over millions of dollars to MOGE, including US$250 million for
Yadana and to bring in Thai-firm PTT Exploration and Production as the new operator,
according to the Blood Money Campaign.

Page 15 of 46


https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/myanmar-crisis-hampers-asean-trade-talks-with-partners-says-malaysia
https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/myanmar-crisis-hampers-asean-trade-talks-with-partners-says-malaysia

Ko Ye of the group told The Irrawaddy that France must decide if it wants to participate in
crimes against humanity with the junta.

“The French government will pay for the regime’s weapons to kill civilians if it approves the
exemptions for Total,” he said.

The campaign is a civil society organization monitoring the regime’s foreign income to
prevent foreign businesses from working with the junta.

On June 4 the French foreign ministry and its embassy in Myanmar declared the regime
illegal. The French Senate has recognized the National Unity Government as Myanmar’s
legitimate representative.

MOGE has been a lifeline for military regimes for decades. An estimated 50 percent or $1.5
billion of foreign income came from oil and gas in 2020-21, according to pre-coup forecasts.

Since the coup in February last year, the regime has killed nearly 2,000 people and it uses
airstrikes, artillery, arson, extrajudicial killings and arbitrary arrests against civilians.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/france-pressured-to-block-totals-payment-
to.html

Myanmar junta peace talks seek to keep ethnic armed groups at bay

By Mizzima | 21 June 2022

Min Aung Hlaing. Photo: EPA

The Myanmar junta calls them “peace talks” but the
aim appears to be to keep potential enemies at bay.

When the State Administration Council (SAC)
recently announced peace talks, offering an olive
branch to the Ethnic Armed Organizations (EAO),
junta leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing said
the talks are for the benefit of Myanmar’s people “to enjoy the essence of peace and
development”.

But there was method behind this offer of peace, according to analysts tracking the
Myanmar crisis.

Myanmar has a total of 21 ethnic armed organizations, 10 of which accepted the invitation
to the peace talks, the SAC’s spokesperson Major-General Zaw Min Tun told the media.

What became clear as individual EAO delegations went to meet Min Aung Hlaing in
Naypyitaw was an underlying strategy to seek to “divide-and-rule” to maintain power. And,
besides, none of the groups that went to visit are in direct armed confrontation with the
junta.
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Judging by the reporting on the visits to Naypyitaw by the individual EAO leaders over the
last few weeks, there is a strategy being pursued by the junta that allows them to maintain
the upper hand.

First of all, the junta was meeting with the leaders of the EAOs willing to talk on an
individual basis, rather than having a group meeting, such as the grand gatherings under the
earlier Panglong peace conferences. Any semblance of the collective power of EAOs is lost
under this scenario.

Secondly, the junta meeting leaders individually allows the junta to pander to the needs or
desires of the individual EAO, a crucially important factor given a number of the EAOs are
struggling to maintain power on their own turf. Some have limited or no real firepower.

These “private talks” allowed both sides, the junta and the EAO, to focus on their own
needs. And the fact that the talks were private allowed both sides to have control over the
messages they released to the public.

Two key meetings stand out. Min Aung Hlaing held discussions in the third week of May
with Yawd Serk, chairman of the Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS) and Shan State
Army, the political body and its military wing representing the Shan minority from eastern
Myanmar.

Then in the last week of May, the China-backed United Wa State Party/Army (UWSP/UWSA)
delegation headed by the Vice-Chairman Lau Yaku arrived for talks with the senior general.

Despite the public statements of the RCSS and the UWSP on the Naypyitaw meetings, both
EAOs sought to further cement their position in Shan State. The RCSS is facing military
opposition from other EAOs in Shan State, whereas the UWSP is well-entrenched in its
northern abode, backed by China across the border.

These junta-EAO talks were of concern to those pursuing the Spring Revolution, including
the National Unity Government (NUG) and the many People’s Defence Forces (PDF). The
NUG said in a statement on 1 June that they would not recognize the junta-EAO talks as the
junta was an “illegal” and “terrorist” organization.

The NUG and PDFs want the EAOs to play ball with them - not ally themselves with the
Myanmar junta or remain neutral.

But only a relatively small percentage of the EAOs — such as the Karen National Union (KNU)
—appear willing to engage with the anti-junta NUG and PDF players. Others, such as the
UWSP, may say publicly that they have called on the junta to pursue peace, but essentially
they seek to maintain the status quo.

The Spring Revolution forces face a dilemma. In essence, this is the result of decades of
stand-off between the Bamar military and semi-civilian government and the armed ethnic
fighters in the hills.
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The NUG may be seeking to woo the EAOs to their side but there appears to be a high level
of distrust in the minds of the ethnic leaders. Dozens of “peace conferences” over the years
have done little to dispel the division between the Bamar and the ethnic groups.

Junta leader Min Aung Hlaing called for peace and meeting after meeting sought to put this
message over. But analysts recognize this overture is largely a smokescreen to hide his
intent to continue to militarily crack down on any signs of resistance in the country —from
the PDF fighters, to the street protesters, to the angry Facebook users censured for posting
an anti-junta post.

What is clear as these talks wind up is that it is in the junta’s best interests to keep the
Spring Revolution forces and the EAOs apart.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/myanmar-junta-peace-talks-seek-keep-ethnic-armed-
groups-bay

KIA Kills 30 Regime Troops During Raids In Kachin State

21st June 2022

Frontline KIA Group

The Kachin Independence Army (KIA) have
launched multiple raids on a convoy of 80 trucks
travelling to and from Myitkyina to Putao, killing
over 30 soldiers and wounding over 60, according
| to a officer from the armed group&#39;s Brigade
| 1. He said five regime trucks were destroyed
during the ambushes from 11 May to 16 June.

As the 80 vehicle convoy of 500 soldiers carried rations north from Myitkyina to Putao, the

KIA attacked it at least five times, killing 10 BA and wounding 20. When it returned south to
the Kachin State capital, it was attacked seven times during which 20 BA were killed and 40
wounded.

The officer explained most of them were killed by landmines they laid at Hkin Du Yang on 1
June, Za Nan Hka Bridge and Wa Baw (both on 10 June) and Hka Garan on 12 June, where
the BA suffered the highest causalities. All of the injured soldiers have been sent to the
hospital in Hka Garan.

According to locals, Infantry Battalion&#39;s 37, 138, 142, 298, 321 and People&#39;s Milita
Forces under the command of Zakhong Ting Ying, Shwe Min and Ah Tan were part of the
convoy.

In Sumprabum and Putao townships, KIA&#39;s 7, 10 and 22 battalions, under Brigade 1,
joined in the attacks against the convoy.
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Since the coup happened over 15 months ago, fighting between the KIA and BA has
intensified.

The Kachin group have recovered a lot of territory that was lost after the Burmese broke a
seventeen year ceasefire in 2011.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/06/21/jun21-yl/

Junta Attacks Displaced Camp Near Kutkai

21st June 2022

Zup Aung IDP Camp

Three women were killed and a man wounded by
a regime artillery strike on a internally

displaced persons (IDPs) camp near Kutkai in
northern Shan State on Friday. The Burma Army
(BA) indiscriminately fired shells from a strategic
hill camp, striking Zup Awng IDP camp at

10am.

“The shelling happened when there was no clash
in the area. When a shell landed in our camp, we were terrified,”a female resident
requesting anonymity told KNG.

Lukseint Yaw Lum, 52, Hpawgun Nawhlaing, 56, Zumzam Dawngnor, 28, were killed and
Dumhpawng La Awng, 80, suffered injuries.

After the shell attack on the camp, fighting erupted between the Kachin Independence
Army (KIA) and BA in the area. Many children, pregnant women, elderly and others sought
refuge in a church in Dawnglon not far from their camp.

According to a KIA officer, they and the People Defence Force clashed with BA troops
between Karlai and Hu Nawng villages in the township, which is about 10 miles from Kutkai
town and a mile from the IDP camp.

Since 15 June, about 100 BA have been attacking the Kachin soldiers in Kutkau township.

IDPs and residents of Karlai are concerned about their safety have taken shelterin a
bunker...The fighting won’t be ending soon,”says an anonymous man from the village. He
said that the BA launched the offensive because the KIA battalion’s 8, 29, 39, Ta’ang
National Liberation Army and Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army are patrolling
the area.

Since February, the latter two armed groups have been staying in the IDP camp.
After many BA soldiers have allegedly died during recent battles, they shelled the IDP camp

and the village.
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Myanmar authorities seize nearly 21.78 kg of heroin
Source: Xinhua 2022-06-20

YANGON, June 20 (Xinhua) -- Myanmar authorities seized 21.78 kilograms of heroin in
Sagaing Region, according to a police release on Sunday.

Acting on a tip-off, the combined team of an anti-narcotics task force made a seizure during
their operation in Monywa township of Sagaing region on June 14, confiscating heroin
worth over 1 billion kyats (540,540 U.S. dollars) from a vehicle, it said.

The police also arrested two suspects in the operation.

The suspects were charged under the country's law, and further investigations were
underway, it added.
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