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Myanmar Junta Jails NLD Vice Chair for 21 Years on Corruption Charges

Resistance Fighters Return Motorcycles Looted by Myanmar Junta Troops to Owners

Huge Myanmar Junta Convoy Suffers Heavy Casualties in Sagaing: Resistance

Three Chin State civilians killed by military artillery fire

Evidence of atrocities found on soldier's phone in Sagaing’s Ayadaw Township

Hell Hounds Are Loose in Myanmar; Who Can Stop Them?

Two Advisers to Myanmar Junta Chief Applaud Planned Executions

Myanmar junta death sentences are ‘war crimes’ and junta bears responsibility

How Will Myanmar Junta Chief Play Military Proxy Party for His Presidency?

Cambodia Rejects Calls to Bar Myanmar Junta Minister From ASEAN Meeting

UK Imposes More Sanctions on Myanmar and Russia

Justice For Myanmar welcomes added UK sanctions on arms dealers

Thousands of Rohingya Refugees in Bangladesh Rally to Return to Myanmar

KNU will not participate in peace talks whilst military is involved in politics

Myanmar junta arrests 10 civilians following AA arrest of soldier in Rakhine

At least 10 arrested after soldier abducted in northern Rakhine

Junta artillery fire kills two people in northern Shan State IDP camp

Using Regional Security to Recruit New Members for the Military Junta Interests
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Myanmar Junta Jails NLD Vice Chair for 21 Years on Corruption Charges
By THE IRRAWADDY | 20 June 2022

Dr. Zaw Myint Maung, the Mandalay Region Chief Minister under the ousted National
League for Democracy (NLD) government, was sentenced to 21 years in prison on Friday on
five counts of corruption by a junta court at Mandalay’s Obo Prison, according to his legal
team.

The charges filed by the regime’s Anti-Corruption Commission at Mandalay Region High
Court accused Dr. Zaw Myint Maung of taking bribes in exchange for business contracts and
abusing his position of power to grant land permits for NLD offices.

The NLD vice chair was given five years each for three corruption charges over the alleged
taking of kickbacks to cover costs when he received medical treatment in Bangkok in 2019
for leukemia, and three years each on two other corruption charges, said his legal team.

“We will appeal against the ruling because the court handed down the jail sentence without
strong evidence,” said a member of Dr. Zaw Myint Maung’s legal team.

The 70-year-old politician is still on medication for leukemia and has now been sentenced to
a total of 26 years in prison.

In December, he was sentenced to four years including two years for incitement under
Article 505(b) of the Penal Code and two years on two charges under the Natural Disaster
Management Law for breaches of COVID-19 regulations. Earlier this month, he was
sentenced to one year in prison for alleged electoral fraud in the 2020 general election.

He faces an additional charge for alleged electoral fraud, with the junta court scheduled to
deliver its verdict on Wednesday.

Despite his age and medical condition, Dr. Zaw Myint Maung has been held in Obo Prison
since the February 2021 coup. He was previously imprisoned for 18 years by the former
military regime.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-jails-nld-vice-chair-for-21-years-
on-corruption-charges.html

Resistance Fighters Return Motorcycles Looted by Myanmar Junta Troops to Owners
By THE IRRAWADDY | 20 June 2022

Sagaing Region resistance forces have returned motorcycles to Chaung-U Township villagers
after they were looted by Myanmar’s regime troops.

More than 100 soldiers raided Ba Lway village in the southeast of the township, which is a
resistance stronghold, and looted valuables and 10 motorcycles, including five Honda
motorcycles, on June 10. The 10 vehicles were worth around USS5,400.

The soldiers forced villagers to transport the motorcycles to nearby Nat Yay Kan village.
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Troops normally carry away loot in military vehicles but they reportedly feared mine attacks
by the resistance. Troops kept the looted vehicles at Nat Yay Kan.

“All the stolen vehicles were stored in one place. Resistance fighters entered the village on
Friday while the soldiers were raiding elsewhere. Our members rode the motorcycles back
to Ba Lway,” Ko Nway Oo, who leads the Civilian Defense and Security Organization in
Myaung, told The Irrawaddy on Monday.

They returned the motorcycles to their owners on Saturday.

Troops detained Ba Lway villagers on June 9. Villagers fleeing on motorcycles were
intercepted by troops, who took their bikes. The villagers were held for over 30 hours
without food, according to a villager.

More than 100 villagers, including older citizens and children, were released when soldiers
left the village on June 10. Around 70 mobile phones were seized by soldiers.

A Ba Lway villager said: “l am very glad to get my motorcycle back. We could not buy a new
one. We did not dare take them back, although we knew they were in Nat Yan Kan.
Fortunately, the resistance rescued them. We are very thankful.”

Ba Lway had about 600 houses before the junta raids. More than 1,000 villagers have been
displaced and are living in the forests, according to a villager.

Many Chaung-U villages have been raided this month with numerous houses torched.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/resistance-fighters-return-motorcycles-looted-
by-myanmar-junta-troops-to-owners.html

Huge Myanmar Junta Convoy Suffers Heavy Casualties in Sagaing: Resistance
By NORA AUNG | 20 June 2022

A Myanmar junta convoy has suffered heavy causalities in Yinmabin Township, Sagaing
Region, according to resistance fighters.

More than 100 military vehicles, including two tanks and approximately 200 soldiers, left
Chin State and arrived in Pale Township on June 12.

It is reportedly the first deployment of tanks in Yinmabin.

Min Kong, commander of the Golden Triangle Force (GTF), told The Irrawaddy that Yinmabin
and Pale resistance fighters repeatedly attacked the convoy with mines, meaning it
sometimes moved less than a mile a day.

It arrived at the Chinese-owned Wanbao mine in Salingyi Township on Monday.
“There were approximately 40 to 50 regime casualties because many resistance fighters

repeatedly attacked the convoy with bombs,” said Min Kong.
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He said his group and allied people’s defense forces attacked the convoy on Sunday, killing
at least 10 soldiers and injuring many others.

The GTF uploaded a video on Facebook showing many bloody bandages on the ground and
purportedly burned soldiers.

The GTF said it was the group’s third attack on the convoy.
From Pale to Wanbao’s mine is about 40km which took the convoy nine days.

The resistance believes the convoy must be carrying something valuable because of its large
number of vehicles.

More than 5,000 people from about 15 villages, including Kayay Sar Kya, Kaung Sint, Sel

Pin Kan and Kan Kone, on the Pale-Yinmabin-Monywa road fled their roadside homes to
avoid fighting.

On Monday the convoy set fire to Kaung Sint and killed a man in his 50s.
Three civilians were detained and carried with the convoy as hostages.

By the end of May, an estimated 18,886 houses and other buildings had been burned down
by the regime across Myanmar and Sagaing has suffered the most, losing an estimated
13,480 houses, according to Data for Myanmar, an independent group monitoring junta
atrocities.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/huge-myanmar-junta-convoy-suffers-heavy-
casualties-in-sagaing-resistance.html

Three Chin State civilians killed by military artillery fire

A shell fired by the Myanmar army’s IB 274 in Mindat kills one man and two women,
according to local sources

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Jun 18, 2022

A junta convoy is seen parked in Mindat, Chin State, on
May 15 (HKL Mindat)

An artillery shell fired by troops from Infantry Battalion
(IB) 274 on Thursday morning in southern Chin State’s
Mindat Township exploded near the village of Muitui,
killing three residents, according to the local anti-junta
administrative team.

One 70-year-old man and two women, aged 60 and 30, died in the blast, which occurred 10
miles north of the township’s administrative centre.

The identities of the victims were not immediately available at the time of reporting.
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According to a statement released by the Mindat People’s Administration Team, another
man was injured and four houses were destroyed.

A resident of the town told Myanmar Now that he heard a total of six explosions on
Thursday.

“Even though they happened miles away, they were so loud that the ground was shaking,”
he said of the blasts.

The Chinland Defence Force (CDF) chapter in Mindat announced that five junta soldiers had
been killed and several more injured during an attack on military bases in the township on
Monday.

In the resistance group’s statement, they said that a junta artillery unit in Kyaukhtu, located
across the state border in Magway Region’s Saw Township, as well as the Mindat-based IB
274, fired nine shells back at the CDF during the attacks.

Two of the shells reportedly hit the village of Baung Hte, some two miles north of Mindat
town. No one was injured.

Locals said that increased military presence particularly at the entrances and exits to Mindat
town has limited their movement in the area.

“Nobody really dares to go out of their homes anymore,” the Mindat resident said.

In May, another junta artillery shell hit the village of Madat, 100 miles south of
Mindat, severely injuring an 11-year-old child and a 40-year-old woman, according to local
sources.

Beyond the town, rural Mindat remains a resistance stronghold. Members of the township’s
anti-coup movement were among the first in the country to take up arms against regime
forces cracking down on protesters at the time, with the CDF forming in April last year.

The following month, the junta imposed martial law on Mindat, with an estimated 90
percent of the town’s 11,000 residents fleeing and seeking shelter in the forest or in
neighbouring villages, according to the local People’s Administration Team.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/three-chin-state-civilians-killed-by-military-
artillery-fire

Evidence of atrocities found on soldier's phone in Sagaing’s Ayadaw Township
By Mizzima |

Radio Free Asia (RFA) has published a story based on the shocking footage found on a phone
belonging to a soldier from the Myanmar Army’s Light Infantry Battalion (LIB) 708, 4th
Company.
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Footage and photos retrieved from the soldier’s phone, which was found by a villager in
Sagaing Region’s Ayadaw Township, shows the soldiers with captives and slaughtered
civilian corpses in Ayadaw Township and also captures them talking about killing civilians.

30 captured men at a monastery with their hands tied behind
their backs. Photo: RFA

There are photos of about 30 captured men at a monastery
with their hands tied behind their backs.

Two of them are among five executed men photographed
the next day.

There is also footage of soldiers, including the phone's owner, dressed in civilian clothes, an
increasingly common military tactic, talking about killing civilians. One claims to have killed
26 people, eight by slitting their throats. The phone’s owner talks about being ordered to
hack bodies into three pieces before burying them and says he is an expert in killing.

The lack of emotion in the soldier’s voices as they talk about what they have done suggests

that killing has become normal behaviour for them. Commentators say the footage showing
the soldiers in Sagaing is similar to footage released of soldiers terrorising Rohingyas during
the army’s campaign of terror in 2017 in Rakhine State.

The photos and footage of prisoners and atrocities were taken between 28 April and 11 May
2022.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/evidence-atrocities-found-soldiers-phone-sagaings-
ayadaw-township

Hell Hounds Are Loose in Myanmar; Who Can Stop Them?
By AUNG ZAW | 20 June 2022

The debate over what to call the Myanmar military—while it might seem of secondary
importance—is in fact timely and appropriate, as every day brings reports of fresh brutality
and atrocities committed by the regime against its own noncombatant civilians.

Further evidence of such atrocities came to light last week when Radio Free Asia
published images and video demonstrating that the military continues to commit crimes in
Myanmar’s Sagaing Region, in the country’s northwest.

“For us, we even killed a lot by slitting their throats,” a young soldier says as he describes a
killing operation in a video obtained by RFA.

One needs a strong stomach to listen to the gruesome details so casually described in the
video, and to view the photos, which should also serve as a reminder that the military has
long been committing these abuses in the ethnic states.
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The remains of Min Tan Village in Sagaing’s Myaung
Township after a raid by junta troops in May.

Ironically, a few days before RFA exposed the atrocities,
the deputy junta chief Soe Win said military personnel
had been given instruction in human rights and
protecting civilians.

; ‘ ® The video not only provides solid proof of the regime’s
lies, but also serves as the latest visual testament to the junta’s brutality against its own
civilians.

It shows, yet again, what murderous commander-in-chief Min Aung Hlaing and his barbarian
thugs are capable of when let loose upon the people.

The Myanmar military fosters a culture of extreme brutality and the fact is, officers and
soldiers know they have license to commit such atrocities and war crimes and walk away
scot-free.

But who can stop them?

The military is completely undeterred by the condemnation such atrocities bring upon it.
Not even the regime’s apologists—Chinese, Japanese or Thai—come out to defend Min
Aung Hlaing and his thuggish army. The military today is a disgraced institution that lacks
any moral authority to rule the country, and the coup has failed. If these allies of the military
dared to defend its actions they would be tainted by association with it, seen as birds of a
feather.

| say to them: If you have a conscience there is only one way for you to refer to the
Myanmar military—as the bunch of thugs that they are. The Myanmar people will applaud
you if you do.

But if you choose to continue with your lies, urging that the best course of action is to
negotiate with the murderous regime, then you are no better than the psychopaths you
support; | suggest you seek psychiatric help: You have a problem.

So, which side you are on? China and Japan—or whoever: Do you back the mindless
Myanmar generals?

It goes without saying that Russia—the supplier of arms and provider of annual training to
Myanmar officers—has no qualms, as it has been committing the same war crimes in
Ukraine, but on an even larger scale.

The public will still be digesting the latest images from Sagaing Region even as the regime’s
Defense Minister General Mya Tun Oo represents Myanmar at the 16th ASEAN Defense
Ministers’ Meeting (ADMM) in Phnom Penh on Wednesday.

Perversely, a number of resolutions are expected to be adopted at the meeting promoting
cooperation and enhancing the role of the region’s militaries in responding to deadly
diseases and peacekeeping.
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So the regime’s defense minister, who has direct knowledge of the Myanmar army’s
operations in the country, will sign a document on the military’s role in peacekeeping?

It's worth repeating: the video and images brought to light last week offer concrete
evidence that the regime’s military is inflicting brutal atrocities on its own people.

Regime chief Min Aung Hlaing during the Armed Forces
Day parade in Naypyitaw in March 2022.

These young soldiers behaved like a group of
murderous gangsters and thugs, but one thing is
clear—they did so with license, and in response to
commands and orders, from their superior officers.
Recall the Myanmar military’s famous official motto:
“One Blood, One Voice, One Command.”

In Sagaing Region, senior military officers and commanders have given orders to burn down
villages and execute their residents. In the past, when the regime faced allegations of war
crimes it usually found a scapegoat for the offense, prosecuted them and quietly released
them later.

What all of this shows is that the regime has no authority—Ilegal, moral or otherwise—to
govern the country, whose citizens feel a universal revulsion toward the military and the
coup leader.

Myanmar will need a professional military in the future, but it has no use for the current
one.

Which raises an important question: What do we call the present military? By its traditional
name, the Tatmadaw (which translates as Royal Armed Forces)? Or should we refer to it as
the “Sit-tat” army? (Since the coup, Myanmar citizens and activists have taken to referring
to it as “Sit-kwe” —or by its acronym, “Sa-Ka” —meaning “dog soldiers”. But while | share the
feelings and emotions of the Myanmar people on this, to call the soldiers dogs...? | feel it’s
not right. Personally, | see this as a real insult to dogs. (I owned a handsome and intelligent
Labrador named Choco who would have been very upset to learn of this.)

The Myanmar military today is no longer a unifying force in the country—instead, it is a
source of division, destruction and conflict.

Thus, calling it the Tatmadaw is to bring the term into disgrace.

Amid the ongoing revolution against Min Aung Hlaing and his army, regional and
international governments and institutions and, more importantly, the Myanmar people will
have to work hard to establish a professional military that respects human rights and human
dignity, while protecting the country. However, that institution must be a servant of an
elected government and all Myanmar citizens—and never again wage war against its own
people. Let that be our goal.
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Two Advisers to Myanmar Junta Chief Applaud Planned Executions
By THE IRRAWADDY | 20 June 2022

Two female members of junta leader Min Aung Hlaing’s advisory board, Daw Yin Yin Nwe
and Daw Yin Yin Oo, have been unable to hide their pleasure at the regime’s execution
order for anti-regime activists Ko Jimmy and Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw.

In response to the United Nations’ statement that it was deeply troubled by the execution
order, Daw Yin Yin Nwe, the 70-year-old ex-daughter-in-law of late military dictator General
Ne Win, wrote on her Facebook that the regime doesn’t give a damn about the UN.

Addressing UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, Daw Yin Yin Nwe said she has never
ever seen a government that was forced to step down just because the UN doesn’t
recognize it.

Echoing junta chief Min Aung Hlaing, she defended the execution order as a judicial ruling.
“Do not mistake patience and politeness for weakness. This is a mistake made by arrogant
people,” wrote the geologist, who worked with UNICEF from 1991 to 2011.

The order is in line with domestic law whether the UN likes it or not, she responded to
Guterres.

(_: ’ =xw4ma Screenshot of a Facebook post shared by Daw Yin Yin Oo, reading,
‘v’i,,'w,,o., - “[Relatives of the duo] should consider [themselves] fortunate if
o . . they are informed to collect the bodies [after execution].”Though
® Thet Paing is with @ @ 9z and
el she did not write a post herself on Facebook, she shared a post,
sﬁé}@%ﬁs‘é?éfg&wo . along with a photo of Ko Jimmy and Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, reading,
326 C:| ZS]C memC:(T)(D(\B’?CD
ol 0&:03 Toheh 6203903 2[gog “[Relatives of the duo] should consider [themselves] fortunate if
@E:?SU&I slojme:so?i VJ:(‘DGT): ) . . ”
eqpmo@né)o?msmsogzs@ they are informed to collect the bodies [after execution].
SOg(YJ o6 fY)GQ)ZCYR:II
#5:8 She accused media outlets of concealing crimes committed by Ko

Jimmy and Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw in their reports about the duo.
However, she herself has been tight-lipped about the extrajudicial
killings and arson attacks on villages that the regime has been
committing for months.

i .‘ The ethnic Shan-Mon woman, who served as the chief education

! . adviser to the Thein Sein administration, is known to be a
conservative. In August 2012 she was appointed to an inquiry commission investigating the
Rakhine State communal violence of that year.

<

Today, she offers blind allegiance to junta leader Min Aung Hlaing and has strongly
responded to anti-regime forces though diplomatic briefings, newspaper articles and social
media.
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Another junta chief adviser, Daw Yin Yin Oo, apparently can’t wait to see Ko Jimmy and Ko
Phyo Zeya Thaw standing on the gallows.

Daw Yin Yin Oo, 66, is the daughter of late president Dr. Maung Maung, the henchman of
late military dictator Ne Win. Dr. Maung Maung ruled for a month following the 1988
nationwide uprising.

Her sharing of the post shows how much the daughter of the former justice minister and
chief justice of the country wants to see the deaths of the duo.

Daw Yin Yin Oo served in Myanmar’s Foreign Ministry for more than three decades, and was
deputy director general of the Foreign Ministry under Thein Sein’s administration. She
retired in 2016 before the National League for Democracy government took office.

As advisers to Min Aung Hlaing, Daw Yin Yin Nwe and Daw Yin Yin Oo enjoy remuneration
packages that include a monthly salary of 1 million kyats (about US$540), free
accommodation and other allowances.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/two-advisers-to-myanmar-junta-chief-applaud-
planned-executions.html

Myanmar junta death sentences are ‘war crimes’ and junta bears responsibility
By Mizzima | 20 June 2022

\ If pro-democracy activists Jimmy (aka) Ko Kyaw Min Yu
\ , ~and MP Phyo Zaya Thaw, Hla Myo Aung and Aung
g — S | Thura Zaw are sentenced to death, the Myanmar junta
will be responsible for any consequences, the General
Strike Coordination Body (GSCB) said in a statement
last week.

On 3 June, the death sentences of Jimmy (aka) Kyaw
Min Yu, Phyo Zaya Thaw, Hla Myo Aung and Aung Thura Zaw were upheld according to the
military’s media outlets.

“If the junta continues to commit such war crimes across the nation, including sentencing
the anti-military activists, it should be noted with this statement that any impact on the
regime's collaborators is the sole responsibility of the military,” the GSCB activist group said
in their statement on 15 June.

The GSCB says the such an unjust act would be a violation of both the law of Myanmar and
the international code of conduct.

After the Military Council established a Martial Law tribunal, the four people were
sentenced to death, including Ko Jimmy and Phyo Zaya Thaw.

After the GSCB released the information, local news media reported Ko Jimmy and Phyo
Zaya Thaw would be hung in Insein prison on 16 June.
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This turned out to be misinformation.
If this process goes ahead, this will be the first judicial executions since 1990 in Myanmar.
The Military Council has not released a date for the executions.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/myanmar-junta-death-sentences-are-war-crimes-and-
junta-bears-responsibility

How Will Myanmar Junta Chief Play Military Proxy Party for His Presidency?
THE IRRAWADDY | 20 June 2022

The military’s proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP) held its central
executive committee (CEC) meeting last week, which ended with a rift over the party’s
future leadership. The party is expected to announce new leadership at the party’s
conference to be held soon.

Last week’s CEC meeting saw the USDP divided into two camps — one which wants to bring
down party chairman U Than Htay and the other loyal to him. The group seeking to oust U
Than Htay is stronger and is believed to be backed by junta chief Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing, according to CEC members.

The five year term of the party’s current CEC ended last August, but U Than Htay cited the
COVID-19 outbreak and political situation as reasons to cancel the 2021 party conference.
However, many USDP members saw that as just an excuse for U Than Htay to retain his
position as party chair in the wake of the USDP’s resounding defeat in the 2020 general
election.

Those seeking to remove U Than Htay believe that, at the very least, he hopes to be
appointed vice chair of the USDP after the regime’s proposed election next year.

U Than Htay’s leadership threatened

The USDP’s most important meeting is the party conference which elects the CEC, whose
term runs for five years. The CEC elects the chair, vice chairs and secretaries of the party.

¢ g U Than Htay (center) at the recent USDP CEC meeting
in Naypyitaw. / USDP Facebook

' After the party conference, the CEC meeting is the
highest-level meeting of the USDP, although it only has
~ . the power to fill vacant positions on the CEC.

N At the USDP’s CEC meeting on June 8-9, U Than Htay
attempted to extend his term as chair of the party for
another five years without confirmation from the party conference. However, the USDP
group opposed to that, reportedly supported by Min Aung Hlaing, objected and U Than Htay
was forced to promise that a party conference will be held soon.
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If he insists on extending his term without convening a party conference, U Than Htay will
follow in the footsteps of Thura Shwe Mann who was purged in a power struggle with
former President U Thein Sein, said one CEC member who wished to remain anonymous.

The same member said that U Than Htay appeared unhappy as he delivered the opening
address at the CEC meeting, and that his address was like a farewell speech.

Junta chief operating behind the scenes

Min Aung Hlaing’s dream of becoming president of Myanmar is an open secret. With the
Myanmar military guaranteed 25 per cent of all seats in the national legislature under the
army-drafted 2008 constitution, it is not unrealistic for him to dream of becoming president.
However, in the 2020 general election the USDP failed to win the 26 per cent of votes which
would have enabled it to form a government, forcing Min Aung Hlaing to stage his coup in
February last year.

Now, after annulling the results of the 2020 poll, Min Aung Hlaing is planning for an election
next year. He may already have someone in mind to succeed him as military chief after the
election. At the same time, he wants to pick someone he trusts as the next USDP chair, as
the party will play a crucial role if he is to achieve his presidency dream.

U Than Htay was handpicked as USDP chair by former dictator Senior General Than Shwe,
which makes it hard for Min Aung Hlaing to purge him personally. He was rewarded with the
party chair after exposing the plan by the late dictator Ne Win’s grandsons to stage a coup.

Myanmar junta chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing.

Than Shwe still provides advice to the USDP, although CEC
members do not believe that he interferes in the party’s
administration.

Former agriculture and irrigation minister U Myint Hlaing, who is
infamous in Myanmar as ‘One Meal’ Myint Hlaing for asking farmers to skip a meal each day
in order to repay their agricultural loans to the government, has recently reached out to
Than Shwe, said a CEC member.

“Ko Myint Hlaing was involved in purging [former military spy chief] General Khin Nyunt. So
the [former] Senior General trusts him,” said the CEC member.

Meanwhile, Min Aung Hlaing is trying to control the party through his henchmen, said
another CEC member.

Min Aung Hlaing has not spoken a word about the USDP since the coup. USDP leaders have
also told local media that they are yet to meet the coup leader in person. “It appears that
[Min Aung Hlaing] controls the party through U Khin Yi and U Thaung Aye,” said a CEC
member.

U Khin Yi is a USDP vice chair, as well as the immigration minister in Min Aung Hlaing’s
regime. U Thaung Aye is a CEC member and former lieutenant general and MP. He is
expected to be promoted in the party hierarchy at the upcoming USDP conference.
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Critics of U Than Htay

“There can’t be a shining party under poor leadership,” wrote U Maung Myint before the
CEC meeting. U Maung Myint, a native of Sagaing Region’s Mingin Township, acted as
industry minister in U Thein Sein’s quasi-civilian administration.

Also opposed to U Than Htay is U Hla Swe, better known as Bullet Hla Swe, a former
lieutenant colonel and Upper House lawmaker. At the recent CEC meeting, he made an
official call for the USDP conference to be convened. But neither U Hla Swe nor U Maung
Myint are expected to be candidates for USDP chair.

U Myint Hlaing is another senior critic of U Than Htay and since succeeding former defence
minister General Wai Lwin as the chief of the Naypyitaw USDP, he has effectively
consolidated his control in the party. He was known as a hardliner during his time in U Thein
Sein’s administration.

U Thaung Aye, a USDP CEC member, former lieutenant
general and MP.

Another prominent opponent of U Htan Thay is U Thaung
Aye, who is regarded as a shrewd man who goes by the

book and is close to Min Aung Hlaing. He is thought to be
the most likely candidate to replace U Than Htay as USDP

chair.

Min Aung Hlaing doubts that U Than Htay has capacity to win the 26 per cent of
parliamentary seats the USDP needs to win so he can become president, said a former USDP
lawmaker. Min Aung Hlaing is also angry with U Than Htay over remarks he has made, said a
party member.

“The party is dominated by former military personnel who contest elections on the USDP
ticket. But U Than Htay said that the USDP and military are not related at all. Of course, Min
Aung Hlaing was not happy with that,” said the party member.

The USDP and the 2023 election

The USDP leadership can exepct to assume senior positions, including the vice president,
parliament speakers and union ministers, if the military regime can win the election next
year by excluding the National League for Democracy Party from contesting it. The current
senior leadership are eyeing cabinet positions in 2023.

Many of Than Shwe’s proteges remain in the USDP, according to photos released by the
party. Vice-chair U Khin Yin, former finance and revenues minister U Hla Tun and former air
force chief U Myat Hein are all confidants of Than Shwe.

Other CEC members also served as ministers in Than Shwe’s regime including U Thein Zaw,
U Thein Aung, U Soe Thane, U Myint Hlaing, U Nyan Win, U Nyan Tun, and U Nyan Tun
Aung, all of whom are senior to Min Aung Hlaing.
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However, CEC members believe that the junta chief will look to people junior to him to
become the next USDP chair, with the former lieutenant general U Thaung Aye thought to
be Min Aung Hlaing’s pick to smooth his road to the presidency.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/how-will-myanmar-junta-chief-play-military-
proxy-party-for-his-presidency.html

Cambodia Rejects Calls to Bar Myanmar Junta Minister From ASEAN Meeting
By THE IRRAWADDY | 20 June 2022

Cambodia has ignored an appeal by Myanmar-based as well as regional and international
civil society organizations not to invite the Myanmar regime’s defense minister, who is
responsible for the junta’s atrocities against civilians, to the upcoming ASEAN Defense
Ministers’ Meeting (ADMM).

The meeting, which is scheduled to be held in this week, will be joined by defense ministers
from the 10 countries of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). Cambodia
currently holds the rotating chair of the bloc, of which Myanmar is a member.

Since last week the letter has been signed by 677 Myanmar, regional and international civil
organizations. It requests that the defense ministers of the other ASEAN countries not invite
the regime’s defense minsiter, General Mya Tun Oo, to the meeting as it could embolden
the junta, which has been committing extrajudicial killings, arbitrary arrests, lootings and
torchings of civilian properties in Myanmar since the coup last year.

The letter said the general has played a leading role in the management of the military,
which is responsible for committing ongoing crimes with total impunity.

However, Cambodia said on Friday that as the chair of the meeting it has invited all ASEAN
defense ministers, including the regime’s, to attend.

“As we are the chair for this year, we have mentioned that ASEAN is 10, which makes it
necessary to invite all ASEAN members. We also have the consensus from eight ASEAN
countries,” General Nem Sowath, director-general of the General Department of Policy and
Foreign Affairs at the Defense Ministry of Cambodia, said at a press conference, according
to the Khmer Times.

Since the Myanmar military’s coup against the elected civilian government, almost 700,000
people have been forcibly displaced as the junta wages a terror campaign against the
Myanmar people. In the face of mass public resistance, the junta has murdered more than
1,900 people, arbitrarily arrested over 14,000 more, committed widespread torture,
indiscriminate airstrikes and shelling, burnt villages and looted public property, said the
letter.

Mya Tun Oo has been sanctioned by the US, UK, EU, Canada and New Zealand for his
responsibility for violations of international law. The UK said he has “command
responsibility for these violations and can therefore be held responsible for these actions.”
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At the same time, further evidence of such horrendous atrocities has emerged.

On Saturday, Radio Free Asia exposed the brutality of the junta’s troops in Saging Region by
publishing a video in which a soldier says, “For us, we even killed a lot by slitting their
throats,” describing a killing operation in the region.

The international community, including the US and EU, have left it to ASEAN to deal with the
Myanmar crisis as the regional body. However, its peace plan for Myanmar has been
criticized for failing to halt the regime’s violence.

Previously, ASEAN punished the junta by not inviting its leadership to regional summits.

At the same time, there are divisions within the grouping, with some countries like Malaysia
urging the bloc to reach out more to Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government (NUG),
rather than engaging with the junta.

But current chair Cambodia is trying to engage more with the junta, insisting on promoting
ASEAN solidarity. However, the Myanmar people see Cambodia as trying to legitimize the
junta.

Last week, NUG Defense Minister U Yee Mon wrote in The Diplomat that inviting junta
defense officials to this month’s ASEAN Defense Ministers’ Meeting would stain ASEAN’s
reputation and deny the Myanmar people the recognition they deserve.

“When ASEAN’s defense ministers meet, they would be wise to remember this: Do not
underestimate us,” he said, referring to Myanmar’s ongoing popular armed resistance
against the regime.

More than one year on, the regime is still unable to control the country due to the
widespread and unwavering armed resistance against it, especially in the country’s
northwest, heartland and south, where local fighters have inflicted heavy casualties on junta
troops.

The NUG’s defense minister said the determination of the people’s fight for freedom is not a
flame that can be extinguished through time, fear or violence.

“Each day we grow stronger,” he added.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/cambodia-rejects-calls-to-bar-myanmar-junta-
minister-from-asean-meeting.html

UK Imposes More Sanctions on Myanmar and Russia
By NORA AUNG | 20 June 2022

The United Kingdom has imposed sanctions on three Myanmar and three Russian
companies that have supplied aircraft parts to junta forces.
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The sanctions came after Amnesty International’s report “Bullets Rained from the Sky” and
other reports of indiscriminate airstrikes against civilians. A first set of sanctions were
imposed on March 25.

“New sanctions will limit Myanmar’s military junta — who are heavily reliant on Russian air
assets — and cut Putin off from profiting from sales that fund his war machine,” UK Foreign
Secretary Liz Truss said when the sanctions were announced.

The UK also imposed sanctions on Thursday on Russia’s children’s rights commissioner
Maria Lvova-Belova for the forced transfer and adoption of Ukrainian children, the head of
the Russian Orthodox Church, Patriarch Kirill, for supporting Russia’s military and other allies
of Vladimir Putin, military commanders and arms dealers in Russia and Myanmar.

Myanmar New Era Trading Co Ltd, Synpex Shwe Co Ltd and Sky Aviator Co Ltd and JSC
Gorizont, Sins Avia Trading House LLC (CNS Aviation) and Ural Avia LLC in Russia face
sanctions for supplying aircraft and parts to the junta’s airforce.

New Era procured Mi-17 parts from Russia through the US-sanctioned International
Gateways Group, led by Dr. Naing Htut Aung who has close ties to junta leader Min Aung
Hlaing.

Sky Aviator is a junta arms broker which procured YAK-30 equipment, engines and engine
parts from Russia and Ukraine, according to Justice for Myanmar (JFM), a group of covert
activists campaigning for justice and accountability.

JFEM reported that Sky Aviator had procured military helicopters for Myanmar since 2019
from Russia and Min Aung Hlaing visited Kazan Helicopters in Russia after the 2021 coup.

Synpex Shwe procured helicopter parts from Sins Avia and supplied the Directorate of
Defense Industries.

JSC Gorizont shipped drone parts to UK-sanctioned Miya Win, an arms broker in Myanmar.

Ural Avia supplied aviation parts and made repairs and Mi-17 parts. The company and its
director, Dr. Aung Moe Myint, were sanctioned by the UK on March 25.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken tweeted: “I applaud the United Kingdom’s
announcement to impose sanctions on entities supporting Russia’s aggression against
Ukraine as well as on companies perpetuating the Burmese military regime’s brutal violence
against the people of Burma.”

The regime has used helicopters, jet fighters and surveillance drones to indiscriminately
attack civilians and nearly 200,000 civilians have experienced airstrikes.

The number of people forced to flee their homes since the coup is almost 700,000 and the
total number of displaced people is more than 1 million, the highest recorded figure in
Myanmar, the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reported
on May 31.
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Justice For Myanmar welcomes added UK sanctions on arms dealers

By Mizzima |

| A view of the Parliament building in London, Britain.
Photo: EPA

The NGO Justice For Myanmar has welcomed the UK
government’s second round of sanctions targeting
arms dealers trading with the military junta.

The UK has designated three Russian arms suppliers
and three Myanmar arms brokers who supply the
Myanmar Air Force and are complicit in the junta’s atrocity crimes, the NGO said in a
statement on 16 June.

The Myanmar companies are:

Myanmar New Era Trading Company Limited has procured Mi-17 parts from Russia since the
military’s attempted coup. It is linked to International Gateways Group.

Sky Aviator Company Limited is a Myanmar miliary arms broker that has procured
equipment from Russia and Ukraine since the attempted coup, including YAK-130 support
equipment from Concern Radio-Electronic Technologies (KRET), refitted turbojet engines
from United Engine Corporation and engine parts from Rosoboronexport and Motor Sich.
According to a proposal leaked to Justice For Myanmar, Sky Aviator represents JSC Russian
Helicopters in Myanmar.

Synpex Shwe Company Limited procured helicopter parts for the Myanmar military from
Sins Avia Trading House (CNS Aviation) since the attempted coup. The company is also a
supplier of the Directorate of Defence Industries.

The Russian companies are:

JSC Gorizont manufactures the Camcopter S-100 UAV under licence from Austria’s Schiebel
Corporation. The Myanmar Navy and Air Force have both procured Camcopter S-100 UAVs.
Following the Myanmar military’s attempted coup, Gorizont shipped UAV parts to Miya Win
International Limited, a Myanmar military arms broker. These included items procured from
Schiebel in Austria, suggesting an attempt to circumvent EU sanctions. Miya Win
International was sanctioned by the UK on March 25.

Sins Avia Trading House LLC (CNS Aviation) exported helicopter parts to the Myanmar
military arms broker Synpex Shwe Company Limited in March 2021.

Ural Avia LLC specialises in the supply of aviation parts and repair, and has sold Mi-17 parts
to the Myanmar military arms broker Dynasty International Company Limited since the
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attempted coup, according to records from ImportGenius. Dynasty International and its
director, Dr Aung Moe Myint, were sanctioned by the UK on March 25.

Justice For Myanmar spokesperson Yadanar Maung says: “We welcome the UK'’s targeting
of arms suppliers, which enable the junta’s campaign of terror against the people of
Myanmar.

"The military’s continued war crimes and crimes against humanity are enabled by their
access to arms, equipment, jet fuel and revenue.

"The military’s supply chains must be systematically targeted with sanctions to stop their
international crimes.

"We call for urgent and coordinated international action against the Myanmar military’s
economic interests and business relationships, including from regional democracies
Australia, India, Japan and South Korea which have so far failed to act."

https://www.mizzima.com/article/justice-myanmar-welcomes-added-uk-sanctions-arms-
dealers

Thousands of Rohingya Refugees in Bangladesh Rally to Return to Myanmar
By AFP | 20 June 2022

Tens of thousands of Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh staged demonstrations on Sunday
demanding repatriation back to Myanmar, where they fled a brutal military crackdown five
years ago.

Almost a million Rohingya are confined to bamboo and tarpaulin shacks in 34 squalid camps
in southeast Bangladesh, with no work, poor sanitation and little access to education.

Their increasingly restrictive host country has banned them from holding rallies since they
staged a massive 100,000-strong protest in August 2019.

But authorities allowed several groups of Rohingya to hold simultaneous “Go Home”
marches and rallies ahead of World Refugee Day on Monday.

“We don’t want to stay in the camps. Being refugees is not easy. It’s hell. Enough is enough.
Let’s go home,” top Rohingya community leader Sayed Ullah said in a speech at one rally.

In 2018, investigators from a United Nations fact-finding mission into the killings and forced
mass exodus of Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar concluded that a criminal investigation and
prosecution was warranted of top Myanmar generals for crimes against humanity and
genocide.

Sunday’s demonstrations come after the foreign secretaries of Bangladesh and Myanmar
last week held a meeting—their first in nearly three years—by video conference.

A Bangladesh foreign ministry official told AFP that during the meeting Dhaka pressed
Naypyitaw for the repatriation of Rohingya refugees to start this year.
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“We are hopeful the repatriation will start after the monsoon this year at least in a limited
scale,” he said on condition of anonymity.

Police said thousands of refugees, including young children, joined the marches and rallies,
standing on roads and alleys with placards that read “Enough is Enough! Let’s Go Home”.

“Over 10,000 Rohingya took part in the rally in the camps under my jurisdiction,” police
official Naimul Haque told AFP, referring to Kutupalong, the largest refugee settlement in
the world.

Police and organizers said more than 1,000 Rohingya took part in each of the rallies in at
least 29 camps.

Authorities deployed extra security in the camps to prevent any violence, Haque said,
adding that the demonstrations “passed off peacefully”.

No guarantees

Previous repatriation attempts have failed, with Rohingya refusing to go home until
Myanmar gives the largely Muslim minority guarantees of rights and security.

With a dialect similar to that spoken in Chittagong in southeast Bangladesh, the Rohingya
are seen by many in Myanmar as “illegal immigrants”, a characterization the community
does not agree with.

Rohingya leaders say they want to go back to their original villages in Rakhine State, not to
camps that Myanmar’s government has built for internally displaced people.

Refugee Rahmat Ullah, 69, said he wants to go back home.

“We are Rohingya, not Bengalis. We want repatriation with full rights restored,” he told AFP.
Young refugee Mohammad Haris said he does not want to “die a refugee”.

“I want my rights. | want to go home where | can study and think of a future,” he said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/thousands-of-rohingya-refugees-in-bangladesh-
rally-to-return-to-myanmar.html

KNU will not participate in peace talks whilst military is involved in politics

By Mizzima |19 June 2022

’ »R The Karen national union (KNU) will not participate in
peace talks as long as the military remain involved in

politics, according to Padoh Saw Taw Nee, the (KNU)

Foreign Affairs Officer.

' The military has been holding peace talks in Naypyidaw
since the third week of May and has so far met with six

Page 20 of 65


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/thousands-of-rohingya-refugees-in-bangladesh-rally-to-return-to-myanmar.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/thousands-of-rohingya-refugees-in-bangladesh-rally-to-return-to-myanmar.html
https://www.mizzima.com/author/mizzima

EAO groups.

On 14 June it made a statement saying that it would be willing to hold talks with ethnic
armed organisations (EAOs) that it has not yet spoken to, as long as they contact them by 30
June.

Regarding the KNU's position on the junta’s statement, Padoh Saw Taw Nee said: "It is not
appropriate to discuss with them. The issue of legality is very important. The main thing is
that if we talk to them, we will have to accept that they will remain in politics for as long as
the 2008 constitution will continue [to be in force]."

The KNU wants the military to withdraw from politics completely. It will only consider
joining peace talks if the junta agrees to the implementation of a federal democracy and
transitional justice, and the involvement of international observers in the peace process.

Padoh Saw Taw Nee said: “If they [the military] have discussions with the National Unity
Government (NUG) or People’s Defence Force (PDFs) they will remain in the political arena
and we can’t accept them continuing in politics. The military should return to their military
bases.”

The military council has been holding peace talks in Naypyidaw since the third week of May
and has so far met with six EAO groups.

More than a year after the coup these are the first peace talks the junta has held and critics
say it is only holding the talks because it is finding it too hard to fight anti-junta forces in
both ethnic and Bamar areas at the same time.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/knu-will-not-participate-peace-talks-whilst-military-
involved-politics

Myanmar junta arrests 10 civilians following AA arrest of soldier in Rakhine

By Mizzima |

In what appears to be a tit-for-tat action, the Myanmar
junta military arrested 10 civilians in Ponnagyun Township
in Rakhine State on 16 June.

The action happened after the Arakan Army (AA) arrested
a Military Council soldier at a construction materials store
near Sanpya Ward in Ponnagyun Township at around 3
p.m.

In response, the military’s 550 Battalion raided the homes of local residents and arrested
about 10 civilians.

After the soldier was captured by the AA, the soldiers from 550 Battalion arrived and took
the owner of the construction shop for questioning, according to a local resident, noting
that after this about 10 civilians were reportedly taken from their homes.
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Soldiers from 550 Battalion opened fire and searched some of the residents in Ponnagyun at
around 3 p.m. on 16 June, according to another local resident.

“There was also shooting in the evening. They also inspected the motorcycles in the town,”
the local resident added.

“Currently, no shop is open and the market is closed. People in town are afraid to go
outside,” said a local resident who lives in Ponnagyun.

The AA action follows the arrest of two junta soldiers in Kyauktaw Township on 11 June.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/myanmar-junta-arrests-10-civilians-following-aa-arrest-
soldier-rakhine

At least 10 arrested after soldier abducted in northern Rakhine

The incident came just days after the Arakan Army confirmed that it had arrested two junta
soldiers as “revenge” for the detention of its members

Nan Oo Nway | Published on Jun 20, 2022

The deserted Myoma market in Ponnagyun on June 17
(Supplied)

Junta forces rounded up at least 10 people in the
northern Rakhine State town of Ponnagyun on
Saturday, days after the abduction of a soldier by
members of the Arakan Army (AA).

According to local sources, many of the arrests were
made near the town’s Myoma market, where a soldier from Light Infantry Division 55 was
nabbed while shopping last Thursday. Another soldier targeted at the same time managed
to escape.

Residents said that around 50 or 60 regime troops were involved in a sweep of the market
and other parts of the town on Sunday morning.

“We saw some taxi drivers and a betel seller get arrested near the Aye Sayti pagoda at
around 9:30am. We also noticed that a couple of them had their hands tied behind their
backs,” said one withess who did not want to be identified.

“They grabbed 10 people or more. Some were local, but some had come in from the
countryside. They seemed to be just arresting people at random,” he added.

Another witness said he saw several people get arrested at a local tea shop.

“They let people go if they could show their national ID cards, but those who didn’t have
theirs on them were taken into custody. Even if someone went and got their cards for them,
they weren’t freed,” the witness said.
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Residents said the soldiers also closed all roads in and out of the town and fired a number of
shots after making the arrests.

“Everyone is staying indoors. No one dares to go out right now,” said one Ponnagyun
resident.

Residents said that the market erupted into a state of chaos on Thursday when six AA
members attempted to grab the two soldiers.

Tensions have been high in northern Rakhine State in recent months, amid occasional
clashes between the AA and the Myanmar military, which has reportedly sent
reinforcements into the area.

Local residents say that junta troops have also been targeting civilians, as they did when the
two sides were engaged in a two-year conflict that ended in late 2020.

At a recent press conference, the AA confirmed that it had arrested two regime soldiers in
Rakhine’s Kyauktaw Township on June 11 as “revenge” for the detention of several of its
members since last month.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/at-least-10-arrested-after-soldier-abducted-in-
northern-rakhine

Junta artillery fire kills two people in northern Shan State IDP camp

A mother and her adult daughter die after shells explode in their house in the Kutkai
Township camp

Nyein Swe | Published on Jun 20, 2022

The house in Zup Awng IDP camp in Kutkai
Township that was shelled on June 17 (Kachin
News Group)

Artillery shells reportedly fired by the Myanmar
military hit an internally displaced persons (IDP)
A camp in northern Shan State’s Kutkai Township
last week, killing two women and injuring an
elderly man, according to locals.

On June 17, two bombs fell on a house in the Zup Awng IDP camp, located five miles west of
Kutkai town. The camp, set up in 2011, has around 1,000 residents, according to the Kachin
News Group.

A man who witnessed the blast said that Nan Lai, 56, and her 28-year-old daughter Dawng
Naw, were killed immediately, and La Awng, an 85-year-old man visiting the home at the
time of the shelling, suffered injuries to his leg and back. He was sent to Kutkai hospital for
treatment that afternoon.
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“The explosion was really big. It even left a crater near the house. The roof was riddled with
holes as well,” a woman volunteering with IDPs in the region told Myanmar Now.

Locals described Dawng Naw as active in the community, and in supporting other IDPs.

Clashes had previously broken out between the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and the
military’s Light Infantry Division (LID) 77, on June 15 and 16 in Kutkai. According to local
media reports, the fighting occurred near Karlai and Kone Chan villages, which are located in
the same area as the Zup Awng camp.

Heavy artillery shells were reportedly fired by the Myanmar army at Kone Chan one day
before the IDP camp was hit, injuring a 50-year-old man. Three people from the village were
captured by junta troops during the attack, according to the Lashio-based Shwe Phee Myay
News Agency.

KIA information officer Col Naw Bu told Myanmar Now that he had not yet been briefed on
battles between Kachin and junta forces occurring in the Karlai area west of Kutkai, where
the KIA’s Brigade 4 is active.

Brigades 6 and 10 also operate in northern Shan State, where KIA allies the Myanmar
National Democratic Alliance Army and the Ta’ang National Liberation Army have also been
engaged in clashes with the military.

The KIA was among the ethnic armed organisations that refused junta chief Min Aung
Hlaing’s invitation to attend “peace talks” in May, noting that the root causes of civil war in
Myanmar were yet to be acknowledged.

“We don’t believe we can achieve peace without tackling political issues,” Col Naw Bu
explained at the time.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-artillery-fire-kills-two-people-in-northern-

shan-state-idp-camp

Using Regional Security to Recruit New Members for the Military Junta Interests
By SHAN - June 20, 2022

“Due to the news that Pa-O National Organization (PNO) is enlisting young people, | have
fled to Taunggyi city. None of my friends are staying at the village now,” the 22 years old Pa-
O young man narrated his current situation to SHAN.

The military-backed Pa-O National Organization (PNO), also known as the Pa-O militia group
is aggressively recruiting young Pa-O and Shan from the Pa-O Self Administrative Region,
Taunggyi District.

Those young people who are living in the PNO controlled areas are fleeing to the city of
Taunggyi, and some are migrating to Thailand.
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PNO controlled areas are Hsi Hseng township, Panglaung township, and Ho Pone township,
Southern Shan State.

During the General Than Shwe administration, the military favored 2008 constitution was
drafted and approved, and self-administrative zones were granted to some ethnic regions.

PNO PNA collecting information

In Shan State, five ethnicities were granted self-
administrative authority — they are Palaung, Wa,
Kokang, Pa-0, and Danu self-administrative
zones respectively.

Starting from 25 May 2022, after the
announcement that PNO will be enlisting new
members from its self-administrative zone,
there has been advocacy activities that both men and women aged between 18 to 50 years
old must serve in the armed group in order to strengthen the security activities.

Moreover, the Shan ethnic living in the PNO controlled areas must provide 2 kilos of rice and
30,000 Kyat per household.

Due to the Recruitment, Young People Flee to Thailand

Because of the PNO’s new member recruitment, the civilians are running away from their
home, and most of them are illegally entering into Thailand.

According to the residents in PNO controlled zones, the forced enlisting from the areas are
affecting the farmers who are relying on agriculture.

“The young residents are afraid to become a soldier of the Pa-O militia group, and most of
them are migrating into Thailand — over hundreds of them are going there. The planting
season of paddy is done, but | am afraid that we will not have enough young labor to
harvest the crop,” Sai Hla, who is a Hsi Hseng resident, told SHAN.

In 2019, farmers were severely affected by the consequences of Covid-19, and now the
additional political instability is making their lives even harder.

“Now all young people are running away to Thailand, and | am worried that we will not have
enough young labor to harvest our crop. Last year, even though we had young people, no
one dared to go to the farm because of the fear of infecting Covid-19,” Sai Hla opened up
about his farming experience.

Currently, only the elders and children are left in the village, and it will be very difficult to
work on the farms.

“Very few people who are capable of working in the farms now. Due to the forced
enlistment, many of my friends from the village are moving to Thailand. Only the elders are
staying behind,” a 20 years old man who fled to Thailand told SHAN.
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PNO instructed to send the list of the new recruits from its controlled areas by 16 June 2022
latest.

“I' have a young son, so | have to worry about him. It is a waste of time and money for me
now. | have sent my son to a safe place already. But | do not know what they would say
about that,” a 50 years old Ho Pone resident, Nang Moe, told SHAN.

New Recruits for Security Reason

Since the PNO new recruits will be used to tighten the security in the areas and to back-up
the military junta, the locals said that armed conflict could occur with the military resistance
armed group, People Defense Force (PDF).

“A local militia group was established in the Pa-O self-administrative zone — it is controlled
by the military junta. They are afraid that the PDF forces will intervene in the area. Clashes
may escalate in the future,” a ward administrator told SHAN anonymously due to his
security concerns.

A young Pa-O anonymously expressed his opinion regarding the new recruits enlisted by the
Pa-O militia group that it is not the right thing to back-up the military junta.

“If the new enlists will be used for the sake of military junta, | do not think that this is the
right thing to do. What they (PNO) are doing is indicating that they are supporting and
defending the military junta,” a Pa-0 youth told SHAN.

The young man also added that using the regional security as an excuse to support the
military junta would only lead to the conflict between the ethnicities living in the areas.

“Even though they (PNO) may claim this activity is for tightening the regional security, if
their main objective is to support the military coup, if it is to divide the unity of the
ethnicities, and if it is killing innocent people, in my view, | think we cannot accept such
claim and activity,” the above Pa-O youth added.

According to the announcement on 22 May 2022 released by a battalion No. 1008 under
NUG’s ministry of defense, if the PNO will continue supporting and collaborating with the
military junta, armed conflict is not avoidable.

The NUG’s battalion No.1008 is established with many ethnicities such as Shan, Inn Thar, Pa-
0, and Kayan, and the group will fight PNO if it continues collaborating with the military
junta.

“If we provide men and money to PNO, it is the same as supporting our enemy. If we do not,
we are living in the PNO controlled areas, and we are afraid that they will come and do
something to us. Meanwhile, if we support PNO, we have to be afraid of the PDF forces,”
Nang Moe explained the situation they are in.

She added that those who are living in the PNO controlled areas are in a very difficult
situation — if they provide things to PNO, they will have to worry about PDF, and vice versa.
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“We civilians have to fear those who have weapons. Whatever we decide to do, we cannot
avoid any of them — we still have to live in fear. It can never be peaceful,” Nang Moe
disappointedly told SHAN and ended the conversation.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25137
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