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Regime Arson Attacks Ruin Lives but not Resistance Spirit in Upper Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 June 2022

This is the most stressful and difficult time for Daw Mya Mya Win, who have been hiding in
the forest for three weeks since Myanmar regime soldiers torched her home during a raid
on her village in late May.

The 49-year-old is a resident of Lat Chaik Village in Sagaing Region’s Mingin Township, a
stronghold of the anti-coup armed resistance movement. Daw Mya Mya Win is one of many
Sagaing villagers to lose everything after a junta raid.

“No place to live right now and we are short of food. And | am not in good health,” said Daw
Mya Mya Win, who suffers from kidney disease.

On May 21, regime forces raided her village on the banks of the Chindwin River, firing heavy
weapons as they advanced. Daw Mya Mya Win was forced to flee her home along with her
family.

Lat Yet Ma Village in Magwe after being torched by
regime troops in May.

Soldiers traveling by motorboats from Hkamti Township
destroyed the villages along the river. In the space of a
month, they torched over 600 houses in 10 villages in
Mingin Township. In Daw Mya Mya Win’s village of Lat
Chaik, 61 out of 285 houses were burned down,
including hers.

Daw Mya Mya Win recalled how she, her husband and three sons had financed the building
of their home by performing general labor in the village, as their family doesn’t own
farmland like some others. They started to build their two-storey house three years ago in
typical upper Myanmar style: using brick for the ground floor and wood for upstairs.

There was just a little more work to be completed on the ground floor, before the Myanmar
military soldiers reduced everything to ashes on May 21.

“There is nothing now. We have nothing left except two boxes of clothes. We have to rely
on donors for our daily meal,” Daw Mya Mya Win said.

Junta razes the villages

Today in upper Myanmar there are tens of thousands of internally displaced persons (IDP)
like Daw Mya Mya Win and her family who have lost everything: homes, vehicles, crops,
animals and livelihoods.

Over a year on from the February 2021 coup, an armed resistance movement has sprung up
across the country. But it is in Sagaing and Magwe regions and Chin, Kayah and Karen states
that anti-junta resistance is most fierce.
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In an attempt to wipe out local support for the resistance groups, regime forces are
operating a scorched earth policy of torching villages.

On June 3, Data for Myanmar, an independent group monitoring junta atrocities, reported
that an estimated 18,886 houses and buildings have been burned down in regime arson
attacks since the coup and up to the end of May. Sagaing has suffered the most, losing an
estimated 13,840 houses.

Since late April, junta forces have been targeting Sagaing and Magwe regions in a massive
offensive.

In May alone, over 6,000 houses in Sagaing were torched, including Ko Zin Moe’s house in
Min Tan Village in Myaung Township.

Lat Yet Ma Village in Magwe after being torched by
regime troops in May.

His ancestors had lived in the hardwood house, which
was destroyed on the night of May 21. Ko Zin Moe, his
parents, relatives and other villagers watched with eyes
full of tears as the flames swallowed up their home.

“My mum and my aunts cried as they can’t replace the
photos of their grandparents or the furniture which was passed down to them,” said Ko Zin
Moe.

Some 158 houses out of 500 in Min Tan Village were burned down, causing nearly 2 billion
kyats (USS1 million) in losses, according to the Civilians Defense and Security Organization
(Myaung). The village pagoda and other religious buildings were among those torched.

“l was very angry and could not express my feelings at that time,” recalled Ko Zin Moe. His
mother said it will be impossible to rebuild another similar house for the family.

Currently, thousands of locals are still hiding in the forest but some have returned to their
villages and are living in temporary shelters roofed with palm leaves.

Lun Eain Thit, a poet from Lat Yet Ma Village in Magwe Region’s Myaing Township, built a
shelter out of palms for his family after his two-storey house was torched by the regime on
May 14.

After Sagaing, Magwe is the region most affected by the junta’s arson attacks. Data for
Myanmar reported that 3,055 houses and buildings in Magwe have been burned down by
the regime since the coup.

Lat Yet Ma is a large village with nearly 2,500 houses and is a commercial center in Myaing
Township, with 15 other nearby villages relying on it. Located in the northern part of
Myaing, it borders Kani and Pale townships in Sagaing, both strongholds of the resistance
movement. Lat Yet Ma, too, has become famous for its strong anti-coup movement.
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It was for that reason that regime troops raided the village on May 14 and spent two days
torching it. 615 homes were burned down, causing losses of nearly 10 billion kyats (USS$5.4
million), according to residents.

“The only thing left unburned was a refrigerator but it was useless as it was shot full of
bullet holes,” said Lun Eain Thit of his home.

Junta troops chose to torch only well-built houses, as well as grocery stores and rice
warehouses. The village hospital and religious buildings were also destroyed.

Moreover, five Lat Yet Ma villagers were killed during the raid.

NUG tries to protect the people

U Yee Mon, the National Unity Government’s (NUG) defense minister, said the military
regime burns down villages in order to dismantle the revolution and divide the public from
the revolutionary forces. He admitted that the villages have not been adequately protected
by the NUG’s defense ministry.

The remains of a Buddhist temple in Sagaing’s Min Tan
Village after the regime’s raid in May.

“Now we are reviewing it. Especially, we are discussing
with those in the No 1 Command [which includes
Sagaing and Magwe regions]. We are trying our best to
find the best way to protect our people,” said U Yee
Mon.

Ethnic people in Chin, Kachin, Karen and Kayah states have been experiencing the junta’s
atrocities for decades. And from 2017-2018, over 700,000 Rohingya fled to Bangladesh
because of the Myanmar military’s clearance operations in Rakhine State. Those Rohingya
refugees recalled extrajudicial killings, arbitrary arrests and arson attacks on their
properties.

Currently, there are over one million IDPs in Myanmar, while 14.4 million people, around a
quarter of the country’s population, urgently require humanitarian assistance, said Noeleen
Heyzer, the United Nations (UN) Special Envoy for Myanmar, during her briefing on the
Myanmar crisis at the UN general assembly on Monday.

“Civilian buildings and villages have been destroyed by fire and internally displaced
populations have been attacked,” she said.

The junta is using violence against the people to maintain their power, said a spokesperson
for the Taung Dwin People’s Defense Force (PDF) in Sagaing’s Mingin Township.

“We PDFs are designated as terrorist groups by the military. In fact, they are the terrorists.
They are using violence against the people” he said.

Torching houses can’t stop the revolution
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Right now, the villagers who have lost their homes are angry at the regime and are
preparing to intensify the revolution.

“We hate military dogs. We had to struggle very much to build our houses,’ said a villager
from Magwe’s Gangaw Township.

:é a o Sagaing’s Min Tan Village after the junta’s arson
' , attack in May.

Poet Lun Eain Thit, who is also a member of a PDF,
said the regime is under pressure as they are taking
many casualties.

“Therefore, they burned down civilian houses. But
| the more they pressure the people, the stronger the
. revolution will be,” he added.

Local support for PDFs will never stop, despite the regime torching villagers’ houses, said Ko
Zin Moe.

He is currently volunteering as a teacher at a community school in Myaung Township under
NUG administration. His mother and his relatives also provide as much food as they can for
resistance groups.

Ko Zin Moe said they can endure the current situation and will continue to support the
revolution until the end.

“1 always remember the words my mother says when she encourages other people. She said
that regime troops can destroy our property and burn down our houses. However, they can
never burn down our spirit [to end military dictatorship].”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/regime-arson-attacks-ruin-lives-but-not-
resistance-spirit-in-upper-myanmar.html

Around 90 Myanmar Junta Troops Killed in Five Days: Resistance
By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 June 2022

An estimated 90 Myanmar regime soldiers and four resistance fighters were reportedly
killed in fighting with people’s defense forces (PDFs) in Sagaing and Magwe regions over five
days.

On Thursday morning, four PDFs used six mines to ambush two military vehicles armed with
machine guns near a village in Myinmu Township, Sagaing Region, according to the People’s
Guerillas Commando (PGC) in Myinmu that coordinated the ambushes.

The vehicles were traveling to Monywa from Division 33 in Sagaing town on the Sagaing-
Monywa highway.
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The PDFs said many regime troops were flung from the vehicles by the blasts. The military
casualties are unknown. The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the reports.

Another force of four resistance groups, including the PGC, used mines against another
military convoy of seven vehicles, including two trucks, on the same highway on Thursday
morning.

The PGC said the convoy was attacked three times using mines.

An estimated 20 soldiers were killed and two vehicles were damaged, the group claimed. It
said a vehicle was abandoned.

No resistance injuries were reported, the groups claimed.

Seven regime troops were killed in a PDF ambush on the Monywa-Ayardaw highway in
Monywa Township on Wednesday morning, resistance groups claimed.

Thapyaynyo Guerilla Force claimed to have killed three foot soldiers on the highway who
were trying to clear PDF mines in Monywa Township on Wednesday morning.

Four soldiers were killed and six wounded when seven PDFs used mines against around 20
regime troops clearing mines on the highway in Ayadaw Township on Wednesday morning,
according to the Danger Force, which took part in the attack.

On Tuesday night, eight groups raided junta forces and pro-regime Pyu Saw Htwe militias
stationed at Inkokkar village in Taze Township, Sagaing Region, said Guerrilla Warfare, which
took part in the raid.

The resistance said a vehicle of reinforcements triggered a mine at the entrance of Taze
town on Tuesday night.

A total of 17 regime soldiers and militia members were killed, said the PDFs.

An estimated 35 regime soldiers, including an army captain, and two resistance fighters
were killed in attacks by 11 groups on around 100 soldiers burning villages in Shwebo
Township, Sagaing Region, from Sunday to Tuesday.

A resistance video purportedly shows heavy fighting for a village in the township.

Regime troops retreated to Shwebo town after torching nearly 300 houses in five villages
since Saturday. A Yaykyiwa villager was reportedly burned alive.

Ko Daung Hman, a representative of the Daung Hman resistance group that joined the
attacks, told The Irrawaddy on Friday that regime troops burned the bodies of soldiers killed
in PDF attacks.

He said two comrades were killed in fighting on Tuesday after troops were resupplied with
ammunition by a junta helicopter.

“We will fight and give our lives to end junta rule and to protect our people. Please supply
us as we cannot afford weapons and ammunition,” said Ko Daung Hman.
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On Monday, a PDF mine attack sparked a shootout after regime forces burned down seven
houses in Maung Htaung village in Budalin Township, Sagaing Region.

Two resistance fighters were reportedly killed amid many military casualties, according to
the Special Regional Attacks Force of Monywa that said it took part in the attack.

Magwe shelling

Thirteen regime soldiers were reportedly killed and many others injured when 17 resistance
groups bombarded soldiers and Pyu Saw Htee militia members stationed at Kan Ni village in
Myaing Township, Magwe Region, on Wednesday morning.

The Kyar Thit Nat resistance group said more than 500 improvised mortar shells were used
in the two-hour attack.

Resistance videos show mortars being deployed and used. The groups claimed 13 regime
soldiers were confirmed killed.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/around-90-myanmar-junta-troops-killed-in-five-
days-resistance.html

I had to cut off the head, bro: Myanmar troops swap slaughter stories
Evidence of atrocities revealed on a soldier’s lost cell phone

Editor's note: This story contains images and descriptions that some readers may find
disturbing. Reader discretion is advised.

By Khin Maung Soe and Nayrein Kyaw for RFA Burmese

Two armed men stand behind a tangle of bodies
leaking blood which congeals in the dust. Each of
the five victims is blindfolded, hands tied behind
their back, and appear to have been killed by
i ‘ . gunfire or a blade to the throat. The armed men —
i = N of one with his rifle slung over his shoulder and the
1had to cut offthe TR TT YR other smoking a cigarette — strike a nonchalant
pose that is recorded for posterity in a series of
grisly photos captured on a soldier’s phone.

These graphic images are among a cache of files recently obtained by RFA Burmese that
document atrocities apparently committed by soldiers during military operations in
Myanmar’s war-torn Sagaing region. The files include a video in which those two same
armed men brag about how many people they have killed, and how they have killed them.

The content was retrieved from a cell phone that was found by a villager in Sagaing’s
Ayadaw township where the military had been conducting raids amid an offensive against
the anti-junta People’s Defense Force (PDF) paramilitary group. An intermediary who
obtained the video and photos forwarded them to RFA in Washington.
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Among the many images is one of about 30 men
with their hands tied behind their backs on the
grounds of a monastery.

Among the many images is one of about 30 men
with their hands tied behind their backs on the
grounds of a monastery. Two of them appear to be
the same men who are seen dead in the photos
taken a day later of the five victims of execution.

Another series of photos shows a young man with his arms bound behind him, his face puffy
and bloodied. An outstretched hand holds his chin up, forcing him to look into the camera,
while a second hand holds a knife to his chest over his heart.

The 10 1/2-minute video shows him and two other men mugging for the camera and
chatting in crude terms about the number of people they have killed and what they did with
the bodies. The phone’s owner, who wears a wide smile and sometimes slurs his words, has
a hand grenade pinned to his chest. More armed men can be seen in the background.

“You said you killed 26 people. How did you kill them? Just shooting them with a gun?” asks
the phone’s owner of one of his fellow soldiers.

“Of course, we killed them with our guns. But not with our hands,” the soldier responds.

“For us, we even killed a lot by slitting their throats. I, myself, killed five,” the phone’s owner
says.

“l have never [slit throats],” the third soldier chimes in.

The second soldier then reconsiders his personal tally of death. “I think eight,” he says. “I
killed eight [by slitting throats].”

Clues in the images

A closer look at the photos provides proof that these men serve in Myanmar’s military.
Soldiers in the photos sport the arm badge of the Myanmar Army and, in at least one photo,
the Northwest Military Command based in Sagaing. Soldiers are seen with bamboo baskets
normally used as backpacks by junta soldiers. Numbers on rifle butts in the photos even
help identify one military unit.

RFA asked Capt. Lin Htet Aung, a defector from the military who has joined the anti-junta
Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM), about the evidence. He said the numbers “708” and
“4” seen on the guns indicate they are from the 4th Company of the Light Infantry Battalion
708 (708 LIB). The battalion belongs to the Yangon-based Military Operations Command No.
4 (MOC-4) which has been deployed to Sagaing and Magway regions and may be involved in
joint operations there, he said.
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When contacted about the material recovered from the cell phone, junta Deputy
Information Minister Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun told RFA that authorities had opened a probe
into the matter.

“Regarding these incidents, we can respond only after investigation in the field,” he said.
“We are now investigating it.”

The statements made by the men in the video appear in line with reports of attacks on
civilians by junta troops in Sagaing and elsewhere in Myanmar, amid military offensives
against the PDF, ethnic armies, and other anti-junta forces.

There have been widespread reports of soldiers arbitrarily detaining residents during village
raids, looting their homes, setting buildings ablaze, and torturing, raping, and murdering
inhabitants they accuse of assisting the armed resistance. The junta has previously denied
such allegations or attributed the incidents to the PDF.

Sagaing region, home to around 5.3 million people, has seen some of the worst fighting
between the military and the opposition since the junta seized power in February 2021. Thai
NGO Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (Burma) says junta authorities have killed
nearly 2,000 people in Myanmar since the coup, including at least 683 in Sagaing.

In photos from the phone, soldiers have the arm
badge of the Northwest Military Command, which
is based in Sagaing region.

The images obtained by RFA provide a rare
glimpse into the lives of perpetrators of the
ongoing atrocities in Myanmar under junta rule.
While the victims of raids have documented the
aftermath of such incidents, it is rare to hear directly from those responsible, speaking in
detail about how they committed the acts and attempting to justify them.

A careful review of the data from the images found they had been taken on a Chinese-made
OPPO phone. The photo of the young man being interrogated at knifepoint was taken on
April 28, 2022, while the photo of the bound captives was taken on May 10, and the photos
of the five execution victims were taken on May 11.

Local media reports suggest killings by the military took place in Ayadaw township around
the time the photos were taken. According to a May 11 Facebook post by the Ayadaw Post,
junta troops entered Ayadaw’s Chin Pin village, shot six guards, and abducted 30 people on
May 7.
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But reporting by RFA indicates the photos may actually have been taken in neighboring Ye-U
township. One of the slain men in the May 11 photo was wearing a t-shirt advertising a
grocery store in the township.

This photo (blurred to cover the graphic scene) shows the
phone owner and a man who also appeared in the video
standing next to five slain men lying in pools of blood. Two of
the slain men also can be seen in the photo from the
previous day showing about 30 men with their hands tied
behind their backs on the grounds of a monastery.

A resident of Ye-U told RFA that the May 10 image of the 30
men with their hands tied appears to have been taken at
Mon Taing Pin monastery in the township. A separate source
also confirmed that another photo, taken April 26 and
showing a roofed walkway, resembles a pagoda at Wet Phyu
village, which lies 17.5 miles (28 kilometers) to the west of
Mon Taing Pin. RFA is not naming these and other sources for safety reasons.

RFA previously reported that 27 people were killed in Ye-U township’s Mon Taing Pin and In
Pin villages some time between May 10 and May 12. Villagers said the incident began late
on May 9, when Mon Taing Pin village came under fire from small arms, artillery and
mortars. Initially, two PDF members guarding the village were killed in the gunfire before
the military raided it.

One villager in Mon Taing Pin said the soldiers rounded up several dozen men from the
village, aged between about 20 and 60, and they were detained in the monastery. He said
the men were beaten up and killed and then put inside houses in the village which were set
on fire.

Photos provided to RFA by residents of the aftermath of the incident included images of
razed buildings, human remains nearly completely incinerated by fire, bloated corpses, and
the lower part of a severed torso — the legs of which had also been removed and left at the
scene

Boasting of killing

Details about the disposal of victims’ bodies provided by the three soldiers in the video
found on the cell phone sound strikingly similar to the state of the remains discovered in Ye-
U township last month. And the lack of emotion in the soldiers’ voices as they discuss the
incident suggests that killing has become normal behavior for them.

“Seriously. | have killed people before. And | don’t like blood. It’s nauseating, though I killed
them. Cut them in three parts,” the phone’s owner says.

“1 killed those whom | caught. And the sergeant told us to cut them in three pieces and bury
them,” the soldier who claims to have killed more than two dozen people responds.
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The phone’s owner goes on to describe covering up his handiwork, using slurred speech that
suggests he isn’t sober.

“One guy had his head blown off at the back. He had burns all over his body and his skin was
peeling off. Yuck, it was horrible,” he says.

“l had to cut off the head, bro. | had to chop it off [and it took] five or six tries ... Pieces of
flesh came out, like pork. But human flesh is yellowish.”

He goes on to brag that he is “an expert in killing.”

But the boasting is intermingled with more plaintive comments, in which the soldiers
compare themselves to “driftwood,” obliged to follow orders, and lament that they could be
killed at any time.

“Do you know why | didn’t complain then [when we had to cut up the bodies]? [Our
superiors] were leading the fight and | didn’t want to say anything. Otherwise, there’s no
need to cut off their heads,” the phone’s owner says at one point.

“What is life? It’s a fight. You win or you die. But our lives don’t seem to matter whether we
live or not ... [This video is] just for the record. We're brothers. If | get killed, you won’t see
me anymore, but you can remember me with this.”

Reports of the military’s targeting of civilians since the coup led to U.S. sanctions last year
against the 33rd Light Infantry Division (33 LID) and the 77th Light Infantry Division (77 LID)
of Myanmar’s Army over “excessive force, including killings” following their deployment to
Mandalay and Yangon, respectively.

The 33 LID was also the target of U.S. sanctions in 2018 “for engaging in serious human
rights abuse” against the ethnic Rohingya during alleged “terrorist” clearance operations a
year earlier in Rakhine state. Atrocities committed by soldiers from the 33 LID and the 99
LID during that campaign, which forced more than 740,000 Rohingya to flee across the
border to Bangladesh and was subsequently designated an act of genocide by Washington,
were documented in a groundbreaking investigative report by Reuters news agency in June
2018.

In all, 144 photos were found on the phone. Some of the images have been blurred due to
the graphic nature of the content or to protect the privacy of the individuals.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/special/myanmar-soldier-atrocities/index.html

PDF Ambush Regime Column In Indaw
17th June 2022

The Katha District People’s Defence Force (PDF) shot dead nine Burma Army soldiers (BA)
during a firefight in Indaw Township in Sagaing Region. Many more were wounded and
some of them later died, according to a PDF officer.
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On Tuesday, PDF’s Battalion 2 attacked one of three BA columns travelling on foot from
Katha to Indaw. The 50-strong column was attacked near Alae Seik and fighting continued
for four hours, according to an anonymous officer of the resistance group fighting to
overthrow the dictatorship. The column was sent to protect a military convoy of 30 vehicles
travelling from Mohnyin in Kachin State to Katha in Sagaing Region.

The officer said the BA collected the bodies of their fallen soldiers and took them to an
unknown location.

After the raid, the regime sent reinforcements and attacked the PDF fighters with artillery.

“We were able to successfully retreat from the fighting area without anyone from our side
being injured,” another anonymous PDF officer who was on the frontline told KNG. But a
wooden house was damaged by a BA shell.

The PDF frequently fight army convoys on the Union highway along the border between
Indaw Township in Sagaing Region and Kachin State.

After the military junta violently attacked unarmed protesters last year some formed PDFs
to fight against the BA.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/06/17/pdf-ambush-regime-column-in-indaw/

Myanmar army troops set fire to Catholic church in Karenni State

A column from LID 66 torched and mined the religious site after suffering casualties in
clashes with area resistance forces, a KNDF spokesperson says

Esther J | Published on Jun 17, 2022

The Catholic church in Daw Ngay Khu, pictured on
June 16 after being torched by the military (KNDF)

The military torched a Catholic church in Demoso
Township, Karenni (Kayah) State, on Wednesday and
laid landmines in the surrounding area before leaving,
the spokesperson for a local resistance force said.

Junta forces occupied the church compound in Daw
Ngay Khu in the morning, and within hours had set fire to the main worship building, the
community hall and the priest’s home, according to the information officer for the Karenni
Nationalities Defence Force (KNDF).

“There was a clash. They came into the village and began to set up a base in the church
compound. They torched the church when they left,” he told Myanmar Now.

Since June 10, intense battles have been taking place between the military and allied
Karenni resistance forces around Daw Ngay Khu, which is located along the highway
connecting Demoso to the state capital of Loikaw, some 10 miles north.

Page 12 of 58


https://kachinnews.com/2022/06/17/pdf-ambush-regime-column-in-indaw/
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-army-troops-set-fire-to-catholic-church-in-karenni-state
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/author/9099
https://www.myanmar-now.org/sites/myanmar-now.org/files/news-images/dawngaykhu_church.jpeg

The KNDF estimated that at least 10 junta soldiers were killed in the recent episodes of
fighting near the village.

The junta column that suffered the casualties was the same unit that destroyed the church
on Wednesday, the KNDF information officer said, noting that the troops belonged to Light
Infantry Division (LID) 66 and departed for the town of Hpruso after mining the area.

“They set up landmines in the grass fields outside the church compound. We can’t tell how
many there are but there are definitely more than 10 and we can’t defuse them,” he
explained,

One day before the assault on the church, the troops in question also torched four homes in
Daw Ngay Khu.

The military council has repeatedly denied responsibility for arson attacks on homes and
religious buildings nationwide.

A member of the KNDF is seen walking past a burning
building within the church compound in Daw Nyay Khu
after a junta attack (KNDF)

The KNDF spokesperson described the destruction in
Daw Ngay Khu as part of a larger pattern of attacks
that escalated in the region in early June. Military
columns from Loikaw and Hpruso have targeted at

x 3 . - least five villages in Demoso in what he speculated
was an attempt to drive out resistance forces along the north-south highway that runs
through Karenni State.

“The main reason is that they want to seize control of the Demoso-Hpruso-Bawlakhe-
Hpasawng road so that they can send supplies and soldiers [through the area] more easily,”
the information officer said.

Since June 9, at least 22 junta soldiers have been killed in battles with guerrilla forces in
Loikaw, Demoso and Hpruso townships, according to the KNDF.

Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify the number of casualties.

In May of last year, four people were killed and eight seriously injured when the
military fired heavy artillery at a Catholic church near Loikaw where displaced locals were
taking shelter.

Karenni religious leaders reported soon after that eight churches had been damaged or
destroyed by junta bombs in Karenni and southern Shan states, challenging the military’s
claims that their troops had not intentionally targeted the sites.

“There’s no way they shot these churches by mistake. For one thing, they’re on big
compounds that are very easy to identify by their buildings. And we’ve set up white flags at
every church,” a priest told Myanmar Now at the time.
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Across the country in Thantlang, Chin State, the Baptist church—the town’s oldest
building—was reportedly burned down by junta forces on June 9, one of more than 60
religious sites destroyed in the state since the February 2021 coup, according to the Chin
Human Rights Organisation.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-army-troops-set-fire-to-catholic-
church-in-karenni-state

Once Again, Military Rule Sparks a Brain Drain in Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 June 2022

Since the coup, Myanmar has witnessed a mass exodus. Myanmar citizens are once again
fleeing the country, and this time entrepreneurs, businessmen, professionals, IT technicians
and media personnel are among those who have left or are planning to do so.

A generation ago, after the military crushed the pro-democracy uprising and staged a coup
in September 1988, thousands of student activists and some politicians left the country.
Many went to Myanmar’s borders with Thailand and India, from where they waged
unsuccessful military campaigns against the regime.

Others resettled in Western countries and are now integrated into their new environments,
becoming successful professionals such as IT technicians, physicians and professors, or
working in hospitality and other service industries. But they haven’t forgotten their
experiences in the early days and years prior to resettlement in third countries: While they
often have mixed feelings, they still remember the welcome they received in India and
Thailand, and in other Southeast Asian countries. They share these stories with their families
and the new generation born abroad. It is through such stories that a true understanding
between neighboring countries begins—through people-to-people relations, and not the
actions of a bunch of men in khaki.

These experiences can also provide a basis for a better mutual understanding and a better
shared future for Thailand, India and Myanmar.

A precedent was set in 1962, when General Ne Win staged a coup and nationalized private
companies and businesses, prompting many intellectuals, businessmen (mostly Chinese and
Indian) and politicians to flee. Neighboring countries welcomed them and integrated them
into their societies, and they went on to become successful entrepreneurs and professionals
in their respective fields.

Sadly, successive coups in Myanmar have continued to drive many of the country’s brightest
talents into exile, with neighboring and Western countries being the prime beneficiaries of
this disastrous brain drain.

Once again, many Myanmar citizens have left or are fleeing a brutal regime and its
repression. Many have decided to leave the country for good. Businessmen, including even
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some regime cronies, are preparing to move their finances, wealth and families to other
countries in Asia or the West.

Exactly 10 years ago Myanmar’s diaspora—many of whom belonged to groups that had
been purposely marginalized by the previous regime—began trickling back, seeing that the
doors were slowly opening in Myanmar. They wanted to return and assist their homeland,
despite having settled abroad and having steady jobs and incomes.

Soon, the quasi-civilian government under President U Thein Sein began actively trying to
lure Myanmar exiles back as the country’s economy opened up, and many of them
responded.

Precise figures on the size of Myanmar’s diaspora are hard to come by, but it is estimated to
exceed 200,000 in the US, UK, EU and Australia, with millions more living in Thailand,
Singapore, Malaysia and India.

Once the richest country in Southeast Asia, Myanmar has suffered from decades of isolation
and stagnation, but as the political and economic reforms of the 2010s took hold, hopes
were high. Nevertheless, many also held back as they were suspicious of the government’s
political opening, preferring to wait until they saw concrete change. But there was a
common feeling that the reforms, however halting, would take root.

With a quasi-civilian government in power over the past decade, many assumed the country
would start to enjoy the fruits of a gradual shift from brain drain to brain gain. The pace of
the diaspora’s return picked up and began to include more affluent people after Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi’s government came to power in 2016. People returned to Myanmar to work or
invest, by this time convinced there would be no U-turn, no return to a fully dictatorial
military regime.

But on Feb. 1, 2021, all of those hopes and expectations evaporated as Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing and his thugs staged a coup. Once again, many people were forced to make the
difficult decision to leave the country.

Today, businesspeople and members of middle class families—many of them young and
educated—have left or are leaving for Thailand, Singapore and Dubai, or are migrating to
Western countries.

Myanmar students have enrolled at universities and international schools in Bangkok,
Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai—in many cases, their parents moving with them. In Thailand and
elsewhere emigres have set up social media groups to share information on how to get set
up in their new country. Many now plan to open businesses, as their children settle into
schools to further their education. This time it is not just owners but also mid-level
businessmen who are leaving Myanmar, applying for long-term visas in neighboring
countries including Thailand and Singapore.

For some the reason for leaving is economic, for others political.
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For the most part, those who can afford to leave the country have left; many clearly have no
hope for the future with the country in the hands of military leaders accused of war crimes;
they are saying goodbye to the regime and to the Golden Land.

Neighbors look on in alarm as dismay as Myanmar continues its descent into a failed state.
But Thailand, India and neighboring countries in Southeast Asia should also prepare to
welcome the flow of Myanmar families, students, businessmen and political activists looking
to integrate and to continue to realize their future business, career and educational
aspirations. They will remember how they are being welcomed and treated in their hour of
need and they will surely make contributions to their second homes.

We must prepare to help them realize their potential.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/editorial/once-again-military-rule-sparks-a-brain-
drain-in-myanmar.html

Thousands displaced by recent clashes in western Myanmar’s Chin State

Nearly half of the estimated 2,500 civilians forced to flee the latest fighting in Kanpetlet
Township lack even basic necessities

Nyein Swe | Published on Jun 17, 2022
CDF Kanpetlet troops in training (CDF Kanpetlet)

As many as 2,500 people have been forced from
their homes by recent clashes between regime
and resistance forces in Chin State’s Kanpetlet
Township, according to a local priest.

Of this number, nearly half are struggling to
survive in forested areas without even basic
supplies, he said.

“They had no time to prepare, so they’ve had no choice but to stay in caves in the woods.
They don’t even have plastic to make tents, which means their health is really at risk,” he
told Myanmar Now earlier this week.

Many of the displaced civilians are women, children and elderly residents of some 15
villages in the township, according to the priest, who spoke on condition of anonymity.

They are in need of food and medication, as many have become ill due to the poor living
conditions, he added.

Fighting in the area began last Thursday, when a column of around 180 junta troops based
in Kyaukhtu, in neighbouring Magway Region, raided a base operated by Battalion 2 of the
Kanpetlet branch of the Chinland Defence Force (CDF).
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Since then, residents of a number of villages, including San Eain Nuu, Sammathar, Ma See
Twi, Kyawt Taw, Ngon Laung, Kan Laung, Ya Laung Pan, and Chin Latt Mon, have been
displaced.

Salai Aung Ling, the deputy commander of CDF Kanpetlet, said the group has attacked junta
troops stationed at the base every day since it was captured. It wasn’t until Sunday,
however, that the regime forces left the base to fight back.

“After days of us firing at them, they finally came out to fight. It’s good that they did,
because we were able to get more of them that way,” he said.

He added that his group also attacked Kanpetlet Township’s general administration office in
the town of Kanpetlet on the same day, killing 15 junta troops stationed there.

According to CDF Kanpetlet, there are at least 400 regime forces in Kanpetlet, occupying the
town’s school and police station, as well as the general administration office.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/thousands-displaced-by-recent-clashes-in-
western-myanmars-chin-state

Indian Border Government Issues ID Cards to Myanmar Refugees
By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 June 2022

The Indian border state of Mizoram is issuing identity cards to nearly 30,000 refugees from
Myanmar who have fled military rule.

“These are temporary identity cards that include the name, age, place of origin and their
current residence. We have issued the cards for the safety of the refugees as well as easier
identification,” Mizoram’s home affairs minister Lalchamliana told the Indian Express.

He said numerous cards had already been issued to refugees over the past two months.
They are valid only in Mizoram.

Mizoram shares a 510km border with Chin State and ethnic groups have long straddled the
international frontier.

Since the 2021 coup, Chin State has been a key battleground against military rule.
Numerous activists and members of the National League for Democracy have fled to
Thailand and India.

According to the Indian Express, around 15,000 Chin State residents crossed into Mizoram in
July and August last year and another surge followed fresh violence in January and February
this year.

Two military groups, the Chinland Defence Force and Chin National Defence Force, were
formed last year to fight the regime.
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The Chin National Army was established in 1988, demanding greater autonomy for Chin
communities. Since the coup, it has fought alongside the civilian National Unity Government
against the regime.

The regime has burned down numerous homes and churches in Chin State.

More junta reinforcements have arrived in Chin State and neighboring Magwe Region by air
and land this month, raising fears of further clashes.

Indra Mani Pandey, India’s permanent United Nations representative, said at a discussion on
the crisis that the long border with Myanmar was threatening instability in eastern India.

India has called on the junta to respect human rights and allow democracy to be
established.

Pandey said: “India emphasized its interest in seeing Myanmar’s return to democracy at the
earliest; release of detainees and prisoners; resolution of issues through mutual dialogue,
and complete cessation of all violence.

“We have concerns over violence perpetrated by any side. Peaceful dialogue and
reconciliation involving all stakeholders is the only way forward,” he added.

“Progress must be made on humanitarian assistance for the population in need. We also call
for a credible political process with the participation of all stakeholders. India will work
towards facilitating that larger objective,” Pandey said.

He pledged Indian development and humanitarian aid.

No regime representative was invited to the 24th ASEAN-India gathering currently taking
place in New Delhi.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/indian-border-government-issues-id-cards-to-
myanmar-refugees.html

Myanmar’s Democracy Activists on Death Row Must Be Allowed to Live
By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 June 2022

All of the pro-democracy activists on death row in Myanmar’s gulags must be allowed to
live.

This solemn declaration of ours expresses the overwhelming wish of the people, and stands
as a renunciation of the ill will of the junta, which is globally despised as “a bunch of thugs”.

Myanmar people at home and abroad have been desperately worried about four people—
prominent veteran activist Ko Jimmy; Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, a lawmaker from the ousted
National League for Democracy; and two other condemned prisoners, Ko Hla Myo Aung and
Ko Aung Thura Zaw—since the junta ordered their executions on June 3.
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Friends and supporters of the activists inside and outside the country have told us they have
not slept since the order was announced. While reporting the latest developments and
updating this story, our team has also been deeply concerned about the fate of the pro-
democracy activists every single day for the last two weeks.

Saturdays, especially, are filled with worry. The country’s history haunts us.

Saya San was hanged by the British for his leading role in a peasant uprising against colonial
rule on Nov. 28, 1931—a Saturday.

Galon U Saw, the assassin of independence leader Aung San, was hanged on May 8, 1948 —
also a Saturday.

And student leader Salai Tin Maung Oo was hanged for his activism against the authoritarian
regime of dictator General Ne Win on June 26, 1976 —another Saturday.

So, we were especially worried about Ko Jimmy, Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw and the other two on
death row over the past two Saturdays.

On Thursday, when the junta held its monthly press conference in Naypyitaw, its
spokesperson Major General Zaw Min Tun reaffirmed that the execution orders in their
cases are irreversible.

“They deserve execution,” he added.
With this confirmation, tomorrow will be another especially anxious Saturday.

That doesn’t necessarily mean the junta is certain to follow this grim tradition —though its
generals, especially its chief Min Aung Hlaing, are every bit as superstitious as their
predecessors.

In reality, the generals’ willingness to kill and oppress people is not bound by concerns of
time or place. They are always ready to commit murder, no matter when, where or against
whom.

To date, the junta has killed more than 1,900 citizens, including nearly 400 children, since
seizing power on Feb. 1, 2021.

It kills at any place, any time, morning, noon and night—24-7. The killings take place
everywhere—on streets, in homes, in churches and monasteries, in rice fields, in detention
centers and in its gulags.

The regime led by Min Aung Hlaing has turned our beautiful Myanmar into a killing field
over the past year-and-a-half. As long as this bunch of thugs exist, the killing will increase.

But what the irrational generals have failed to learn over successive regimes is that they can
never kill the spirit and courage of the people, who are determined to fight against their
unjust rule to the end.

Countless names and their souls, including Salai Tin Maung Oo in 1976, and Ko Phone Maw
and Ma Win Maw Oo in the 1988 uprising, are still with us, though previous regimes took
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their lives on gallows or in the streets. The spirits of those freedom fighters live on, giving
new generations the courage and determination to keep fighting.

The regime’s relentless killing has left the country soaked in blood, but the people are
unbowed.

More killings will only fan the flames of the current resistance.

Last year, the junta’s deadly shootings at peaceful anti-coup protests nationwide spurred
young people to start forming People Defense Force groups (PDFs) across the country. One
year later, those forces have grown into a loosely organized, 100,000-strong people’s army.

Executing Ko Jimmy, Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw and the other two anti-regime activists will simply
accelerate the tempo of the current resistance. The full impact will be hard to predict, just
as no one predicted the rapid emergence of the PDFs.

For the generals, however, the only thing they know when it comes to ruling the country is
killing. If they cling to this traditional obsession with killing, it will surely hasten their
downfall.

It would therefore be wise for the regime to reverse its execution orders for Ko Jimmy, Ko
Phyo Zeya Thaw and the other two.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/editorial/myanmars-democracy-activists-on-death-

row-must-be-allowed-to-live.html

Myanmar ruling military calls return of executions 'required action'
PUBLISHED 17 JUNE 2022 | THE STAR FOR ANN

(Reuters) - Myanmar ruling military on Thursday
defended a planned execution of two prominent
democracy figures as lawful and required, defying
international criticism for resuming capital
punishment after a three-decade hiatus.

The United Nations, France, the United States and
international human rights groups have urged the
ruling militar not to follow through with the
execution of activist Kyaw Min Yu (also known as Jimmy) and former lawmaker Phyo Zeya
Thaw, who lost appeals against a terrorism conviction.

They were found guilty of providing weapons and helping to organise attacks by resistance
groups on state targets. It is unclear when they will be executed or how they pled in their
trials, which Myanmar has largely held behind closed doors.

Military spokesman Zaw Min Tun said there were many countries using the death penalty.
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"At least 50 innocent civilian, excluding security forces, died because of them. How can you
say this is not justice?," Zaw Min Tun told a televised news conference.

"Required actions are needed to be done in the required moments."

Myanmar has been in turmoil since a military takeover early least year that ended a decade
of tentative democracy that was introduced after five decades of army rule.

The military has defied foreign outrage over the executions, which United Nations experts
last week said were decided without due process.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/myanmar-ruling-military-calls-return-of-executions-
required-action

Justice for Myanmar: Mytel complicit in junta crimes against humanity

By Mizzima | 17 June 2022

A Mytel showroom in central Yangon draws visitors.
Photo Yuichi Nitta

Campaign group Justice for Myanmar has called
targeted sanctions against Telecom International
Myanmar Company Limited, the company that
operates the Mytel network because they are
complicit in the military’s crimes against humanity.

According to Justice for Myanmar Mobile operator Mytel, trading under the company
Telecom International Myanmar Company Limited, is a key pillar in the Myanmar military’s
business network providing revenue, technology and surveillance capabilities.

Telecom International Myanmar shareholders are the military conglomerate Myanmar
Economic Corporation, Vietnam Ministry of National Defence-owned Viettel Global
Investment and Myanmar National Telecom Holdings.

A Justice For Myanmar investigation based on leaked documents found that Mytel has
aggressively recruited members of the Myanmar military through the “Banner of Victory”
campaign, in which Mytel staff worked with base commanders to sign up military personnel
with customised phone numbers that include an individual’s military ID number.

State officials and business leaders were also incentivised to sign up to Mytel through
generous promotions, including ones that previously targeted the State Counsellor and
ministers.

As Justice For Myanmar has documented, Mytel works in partnership with the Myanmar
Army’s Directorate of Signals and builds infrastructure on military bases.

The company’s biggest shareholder, Viettel, is a high-tech arms manufacturer that is
involved in tech transfer with the Myanmar military.
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According to an analysis of a Myanmar Investment Commission proposal, released by
Distributed Denial of Secrets, the Myanmar military is projected to earn over US$700 million
in ten years from Mytel, which will finance continued war crimes and crimes against
humanity.

Justice For Myanmar spokesperson Yadanar Maung says: “There is now extensive evidence
of the complicity of Mytel in the Myanmar military’s international crimes.

“Mytel is putting the lives of Myanmar people at risk through the provision of revenue,
technology and surveillance capabilities for the Myanmar military, which is a terrorist
organisation.

“The people of Myanmar have taken a clear stand by boycotting Mytel and all other military
products. It is time for international governments to hear the voices of Myanmar and
designate Telecom International Myanmar for sanctions.

“More than 1,900 people have been murdered by the Myanmar military since the
attempted coup, including children, and over 11,000 are languishing in detention, where
torture is routine, according to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners.

“The Myanmar military’s crimes are enabled by their business interests and action is needed
now to stop the flow of funds to the military junta and its conglomerates.

“The Myanmar military cartel must be dismantled.”

Mytel provides the Myanmar military with dangerous surveillance capabilities over their
own troops.

Since the illegal attempted military coup, courageous people’s soldiers and police have
joined the civil disobedience movement, taking huge personal risk to leave the terrorist
Myanmar military.

The Myanmar military can track the communications and location of these soldiers and
police.

Justice For Myanmar urges military personnel joining the Civil Disobedience Movement to
not discuss plans on the phone and destroy their SIM cards before defecting.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/justice-myanmar-mytel-complicit-junta-crimes-against-
humanity

Justice for Myanmar: Vietnamese telco helps junta track deserters
Viettel accused of cooperating with Mytel to keep tabs on civilians and military personnel.
By RFA Vietnamese | 2022.06.17

Viettel has been helping Myanmar’s junta track civilians and military deserters, according
to Justice for Myanmar (JFM), which called for immediate sanctions against Viettel Global
Investment (VGI), a unit of Vietnam's largest mobile carrier.
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A Viettel store in Hanoi. AFP

Viettel is owned by Vietnam's defense ministry and
VGI holds a stake in Telecom International Myanmar,
which runs mobile company Mytel.

“Mytel ... is a key pillar in the Myanmar military’s
business network, providing revenue, technology
and surveillance capabilities,” JFM said in a news

release.

The activist group said leaked documents show Mytel has been working with military
commanders to offer customized phone numbers to personnel that include their ID
number.

Over four years Mytel has given hundreds of thousands of free SIM cards to military
personnel, as well as civil servants and members of the former National League for
Democracy government, enabling the military to monitor them, Justice for Myanmar said.

"Mytel is a product of the Myanmar military’s systemic corruption, supporting war
criminals including Min Aung Hlaing and the illegal military junta that he is heading, with
revenue, technology and intelligence,” Justice for Myanmar spokesperson Yadanar
Maung told RFA by email.

Analysis shows that Myanmar’s military is set to earn more than U.S.5700 million from
Mytel over 10 years, using the profits to fund continued war crimes and crimes against
humanity, the report said.

The spokesperson said the Vietnamese military also stands to benefit from its stake in
Mytel's parent company through access to data military infrastructure, including bases
for mobile phone towers and the Myanmar military’s fiber optic cable network.

“In seeking profits, military generals have handed the Vietnam Ministry of National
Defence unprecedented access to military secrets, including personnel data and access to
military bases. This is data that was not even available to the previous National League
for Democracy-led government or the parliament that the military has attempted to
dispose of. It includes the names, ranks and ID of personnel at a national level, organized
by military base, and the personal call data of the majority of Myanmar military
personnel,” Maung said.

"While Vietnam is an ally of Myanmar's militaristic regime, Viettel and the Ministry of
National Defense of Vietham can use and misuse this data if desired, even in their own
national interest,” Yadanar Maung said.

Justice for Myanmar called for immediate targeted sanctions against Mytel owner
Telecom International Myanmar as well as Viettel Global Investment. It also called for an
immediate boycott of Mytel to stop money flowing into the pockets of the military.
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RFA emailed Viettel to ask for their comments on the report but did not immediately
receive a response.

Following the military coup in February last year, many soldiers and police defected to
join the civil disobedience campaign. JFM claimed they were still being monitored by
military authorities with the help of Mytel’s sim cards.

JFM said Mytel’s profits should not be used by Myanmar’s military to buy weapons and
equipment to target the opposition but should be used to serve the interests of the
people.

In December 2020, Justice for Myanmar released documents it said showed that Viettel
was supporting the modernization of Myanmar's military through technology transfers
and training, to improve the technical capacity of the military.

Therefore, "Viettel and the Ministry of National Defense of Vietnam are contributing to
military operations in ethnic Myanmar areas and supporting and abetting war crimes and
crimes against humanity," JFM said.

More than 1,900 people including children have been killed by the military, and more
than 11,000 people have been detained and tortured, JFM said, citing the Myanmar
Association for the Support of Political Prisoners.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/vietnam/justice-for-myanmar-vietnamese-telco-helps-
junta-track-deserters-06172022003047.html

ASEAN Special Envoy won’t meet Suu Kyi during Myanmar visit

Junta dismisses request, saying meetings don’t include people being prosecuted.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.06.17

Aung San Suu Kyi at Yangon Photo Festival on March 11, 2017 RFA

ASEAN Special Envoy Prak Sokhonn will not be allowed to meet
with Aung San Suu Kyi on his second visit to Myanmar, military
council spokesman Gen. Zaw Min Tun told RFA.

The National League for Democracy leader and State Counsellor has been detained since
the Feb.1, 2021 coup. Suu Kyi has been sentenced to 11 years in jail on 19 counts and
faces further charges that could keep her in prison for as long as 100 years.

When asked about possible meetings with Suu Kyi, and former Myanmar president Win
Myint, the spokesman said the ASEAN Special Envoy was only scheduled to meet with
ethnic armed groups currently holding peace talks with the junta.

“At this time, meeting with the appropriate and deserving people will be on schedule,” he
said.
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“The people who deserve to be met do not include those who are being prosecuted and
are on trial.”

Sokhonn, who is also Cambodia’s Foreign Minister and Deputy Prime Minister, is
scheduled to make his second visit to Myanmar as ASEAN Special Envoy on June 29 and
30.

The focus of his visit will be the urgent need for humanitarian assistance in Myanmar but
ASEAN leaders, including Cambodia’s Prime Minister, have called for meetings with Suu
Kyi and officials from the shadow National Unity Government (NUG), considering talks
with them to be key to resolving the conflict.

The military council scheduled meetings between Sokhonn and some members of the
National League for Democracy (NLD) during the Special Envoy’s first visit in March this
year but cancelled meetings with some NLD members due to political opposition from
NLD MPs who have left the country.

Political analyst Ye Tun said the trip could not be considered a success if the ASEAN
Special Envoy was not allowed to meet with Suu Kyi at a time when the situation in
Myanmar is deteriorating.

“He would be even more disappointed if he was not allowed to meet with Aung San Suu
Kyi and if the military does not comply the Cambodian Prime Minister’s request not to
impose the death penalty on former NLD MP Phyoe Zeya Thaw, and others,” he said.

“Cambodia stands by the pressure being applied by ASEAN. If it comes to nothing during
the trip the feeling will be that the Special Envoy cannot do anything effectively in his
visit.”

A file photo of Cambodian Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn, who
serves as ASEAN Special Envoy to Myanmar. CREDIT: AFP

Cambodia is the current chair of ASEAN and, in a call with Snr.
b 4 Gen. Min Aung Hlaing on May 1, Prime Minister Hun Sen urged
Caﬂdm Myanmar’s junta chief to allow the special envoy to meet with

Suu Kyi. He also asked the military leader to take further steps
to implement the five-point consensus for Myanmar, reached with ASEAN's foreign
ministers in April 2021.

Failure to achieve all the points in the consensus in more than a year has led to growing
criticism at home and abroad and Sokhonn will use his second visit to focus on the
sticking points in the agreement.

Malaysia’s Foreign Minister Saifuddin Abdullah has spoken up in global summits, calling
for specific talks between the Special Envoy, Suu Kyi and NUG leaders, arguing that the
five-point consensus includes an agreement to hold a dialogue with all stakeholders in
Myanmar.
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Aung San Suu Kyi will spend her 77" birthday on June 19 in detention. During her 34-year
political career she has been repeatedly arrested and prosecuted by successive military
governments, spending 17 of her birthdays in detention.

Pro-democracy activists are expected to mark the Nobel Laureate’s birthday on Sunday
with nationwide protests, according to Crisis24.

“The largest protests will probably occur outside government buildings and in other
popular protest sites, such as public squares, in major cities like Yangon and Mandalay.
Hundreds to thousands of people will probably participate in larger demonstrations,” the
global security consultancy said in an alert on Thursday. Authorities are likely to step up
security, causing disruption to transport and businesses, it said.

Crisis24 also warned of the likelihood of clashes between protestors and security forces
and the risk of explosions targeting security personnel and facilities, both in the
countryside and in cities including Yangon, Mandalay, and Naypyidaw.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/asean-special-envoy-wont-meet-suu-kyi-
during-myanmar-visit-06172022061259.html

Families Worried About Safety of Villagers Detained by Junta in Western Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 June 2022

Relatives are concerned about the fate of their missing family members after residents of
Abaung Thar Village in Chin State’s Paletwa Township were detained by regime forces,
following fighting near the village between Myanmar’s military and the Arakan Army (AA).

Junta troops detained the Abaung Thar Village administrator and three villagers on May 28,
after clashing with AA fighters two days earlier at the base of Mt. Suu Poke near Abaung
Thar Village.

The son of U San Chit, one of the three detained villagers, told The Irrawaddy: “Soldiers
came to our village and gathered villagers at a house. They said that there are people who
have ties to the AA in this village. Then they took my father. At first we heard that they were
taken to Battalion 289. We have heard nothing about them since then.”

Regime soldiers also detained two other Paletwa residents on June 4 and June 8, alleging
that they have ties to the AA.

Family members of the detained villagers went to the Paletwa Township police station, only
to learn that the regime has not opened cases against them at the police station. None of
the detainees were remanded in custody or charged in line with legal procedures, and their
relatives are increasingly concerned about their safety.

Abaung Thar Village is divided into two parts, one occupied by ethnic Chin people and the
other by ethnic Rakhine people. Junta troops from the Kyauktaw-based gth Military
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Operations Command are currently based in the Rakhine section of the village, forcing
residents to flee their homes.

“The military has dug trenches in our village and we dare not stay. We have had no time to
bring along our possessions. We heard that the soldiers are eating our farm animals,” one
resident told The Irrawaddy.

Paletwa Township and Samee Town in neighboring Mindat Township have been isolated by
the regime in response to rising military tensions between junta forces and the AA, and
supply routes into the region have been blocked.

A Samee resident said: “People can’t get in or out of the town. Even the parents from
nearby villages that send their children to school to Samee can’t enter the town.”

Internet services have been cut off in Paletwa by the military regime, which has also
imposed strict restrictions on travel along the Paletwa-Kyauktaw waterway and Paletwa-
Matupi road, both of which are crucial supply routes to Paletwa.

AA fighters have also seized supplies intended for junta troops in the area, said residents.
On June 11, AA fighters seized food and 70 barrels of fuel bound for junta troops from a
vessel heading to Paletwa from Kyauktaw, according to locals.

After 18 months of relative calm since the Myanmar military and AA agreed an informal
ceasefire in 2020, Rakhine State is edging closer to a return to conflict as the junta realizes
the growing influence of the AA in Paletwa and neighboring Rakhine State.

At a press conference earlier this week, AA spokesperson Khaing Thukha said that the two
sides are holding talks through middlemen to try and defuse the tensions, but a military
confrontation could occur if the negotiations fail.

Deputy junta chief Vice Senior General Soe Win visited battalions in Rakhine State earlier
this week and called for them to be combat ready, junta media reported.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/families-worried-about-safety-of-villagers-
detained-by-junta-in-western-myanmar.html

Burma Army War on Civilians Continues — Casualties Rise

Since the Burma military launched its coup on 1st February 2021, Karen State has been
subjected to constant armed conflict, in particular areas under the control of the Karen
National Union (KNU). Community-based-organizations and humanitarian groups have
documented indiscriminate Burma Army artillery shelling of civilian areas, destroying
homes, killing people and livestock.

Karen News |17 June 2022

The UN agency responsible for refugees, UNHCR reported “as of 4 April 2022, there were an
estimated 907,500 Internally Displaced persons (IDPs) across Myanmar including 560,900
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newly displaced since 1 February 2021. These include 234,600 internally displaced persons
(IDPs) in South-East Myanmar and 227,300 IDPs in the North-West.”

The Karen Women’s Organisation (KWO),
estimates at least 46 civilians have been killed
and 139 injured by artillery shelling and
landmines in Karen State since the coup, while
more 200,000 people have been displaced.

Naw Bleh Cho Cho, a 17-year-old girl from Htee
Mu Hta Village in Karen’s Kawkareik Township,
was one of those killed by the military’s artillery
shelling. Naw Bleh Cho Cho said her sister Naw Eh P’saw Paw was preparing breakfast at the
family home in mid-March when she was hit in the head by shrapnel that killed her
instantly. Naw Eh P’saw Paw said the death of Naw Bleh Cho Cho has devastated the family
and left their father grief stricken.

“l was so upset that | did not want to talk about it again. Our father was devastated by this
tragedy because of his love for his daughter. My father said he wanted to die instead of his
Naw Bleh Cho Cho. We are deeply saddened that she died at such a young age. For example,
if she dies of a disease. Now it was her destiny that she had been killed by an artillery shell.”

Naw Eh P’saw Paw said the Burma Army shelling followed fighting between Burma Army
and soliders from the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA), the KNU’s armed wing. Two
other villagers were injured in the shelling and taken to Hpa-An hospital for treatment.

The KNU’s Department of Organization and Information, said during March, 25 villagers in
Htee Mu Hta were killed and 33 wounded. The dead included at least three children aged
between two and 14 years old, as well as an expectant mother. More women were killed

and injured than men, the KNU noted.

Naw K’'nyaw Paw, secretary of the KWO, explained to Karen News about why she thinks
more women and children were likely to be casualties from artillery bombardments.

“Women are often at home. Women and children have to hide in groups, making women
and children to be hit by heavy shelling. Women cannot run as fast when there is a clash. It
is difficult for pregnant women when they have to flee.

Villagers pointed out that in addition to firing artillery shells into villages, Burma Army
soldiers looted properties, livestock and money, and destroyed homes, rice stores and
buildings in the villages where they are stationed.

A Burma Army battalion commander, captured as a prisoner-of-war (POW) by the KNU
spoke to Karen News on the condition that his name not be used and his voice distorted,
accusing Karen soldiers of disguising themselves as villagers.

“We didn’t shoot down in the village targeting villagers. It is the armed people in the village
who are pretending to be the villagers because they are of the same ethnic. Therefore, if
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heavy artillery is fired at the village, they will not be able to come and ambush. The armed
forces live in shelters.

The Burma Army captain’s blamed villagers for
going about their lives as normal when artillery
shells were exploding.

“Villagers do not understand the military
operation and they work normally...like going to
their farms. Many villagers can be hit. The order is
from the high rank level in our operation. There is
no order to shoot to the exact place from above [command].”

An official from the Karen National Liberation Army rejected the Burma Army captain’s
claims, pointing the KNU abides by the rules of war and does not use human shields., unlike
the Burma Army, and said KNLA soldiers were located outside villages.

Conflict between the Karen and various Burma military governments dates back to after
Burma’s independence in the 1940s, and has been ongoing for decades. In 2012 the KNU
signed a bilateral ceasefire with the military backed USDP government. In 2015 it was the
largest and most influential ethnic armed group to sign the government’s Nationwide
Ceasefire Agreement (NCA).

Armed clashes continued in Karen State despite reforms and ceasefire between 2011 and
2020. Full scale fighting only returned to the state after last year’s military coup.

Naw K’'nyaw Paw, secretary of the KWO, called on Burma Army soldiers to stop shooting
into civilian areas, and not to endanger the lives and property of local people.

“If fighting breaks out, both sides must avoid firing into the villages. Some Karen armed
groups have been sheltering local villagers in advance of the fighting. The Burma Army does
not do that and attacked villages and use locals [civilians] as human shields. When the
Burma Army trucks have been attacked, their soldiers opened fire on villages. The Burma
Army has the same attitude towards ethnic armed groups and the people. These are
voilation of the rules of war.”

Naw K’'nyaw Paw said the Burma military’s killing of civilians was a violation of international
law, and that human rights groups and international organisations were monitoring the
human rights violations.

As of June 16, 2022, the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners estimates since the
coup the Burma military has killed 1,958 people and arrested at least another 14,139.

Naw Eh P’saw Paw said the Burma Army attacks on villagers has to stop.

“No one wants armed conflict. The Burma military has not stopped attacks on the civilians
yet. The locals are still fleeing their homes due to the frequent fighting near our village. We
don’t want the fighting because there are people affected by the armed conflicts. Family
members could not stay together due to the clashes.”
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