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Myanmar Resistance Strike Back After Junta Atrocities
By THE IRRAWADDY | 16 June 2022

Eighteen Myanmar regime troops were killed in people’s defense forces (PDFs) attacks in
Magwe and Sagaing regions within two days.

On Wednesday morning several PDFs ambushed around 150 regime soldiers near Pauk Taw
Kyun village in Yesagyo Township, Magwe Region, according to the groups.

An aerial video shows at least seven fallen soldiers after blasts.
A shootout followed, according to the KNT Guerilla Force, which took part in the attacks.
The group claimed to have killed five soldiers and injured eight others in the ambushes.

Another intense firefight broke out in Budalin Township, Sagaing Region, on Wednesday
afternoon when several PDFs from Tabayin, Ayadaw, Kani and Budalin townships raided
Kudaw police outpost in the township.

Seven regime troops were reportedly killed, according to the Voice of Kani news page.

Three out of seven civilians being detained at the police outpost since June 10 were
released by the resistance forces, the Voice of Kani said, quoting a PDF leader.

On Tuesday, at least six pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members were killed when
resistance forces used mines against around 150 troops in three locations in Chaung-U
Township, Sagaing Region.

The Chaung-U PDF representative told The Irrawaddy on Thursday that the ambushes were
in response to the junta arson attacks and the arbitrary killing of four civilians at Taw Kyaung
Lay village in the township on Tuesday.

On Sunday, troops and militia members occupied the village for two days and detained
around 60 villagers. They burned down approximately 150 houses out of the 400 in the
village on Tuesday before leaving.

The corpses of four villagers were found shot and burned after being tied up. Another 18
villagers are still missing, said the PDF. More than 2,000 villagers fled their homes.

Chaung-U PDF attacked the troops as they were returning from Taw Kyaung Lay.

Photos show ammunition, army uniforms, weapons, two vehicles and 500,000 kyats in cash
seized by resistance forces after the ambushes.

Six Pyu Saw Htee members were confirmed killed but the regime’s casualties were
unknown, said the PDF spokesman.

“We are not satisfied because we wanted more revenge for the junta atrocities. But we will
try hard to protect our villages and attack them,” he said.

Myanmar’s junta faces daily attacks from PDFs and many ethnic armies across the country.
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Meanwhile, regime troops commit atrocities, including arbitrary torture and the killing of
civilians, burning alive, using civilian detainees as human shields, airstrikes and artillery on
residential areas and looting and burning houses, especially in Sagaing, Magwe and
Mandalay regions and Chin, Kachin, Shan, Kayah and Karen states.

More than 1,950 people have been killed by the junta while around 14,122 have been
detained, including government leaders, since last year’s coup, according to the Assistance
Association for Political Prisoners.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-resistance-strike-back-after-junta-
atrocities.html

Myanmar Regime Troops Torch Villages and Hold Civilians Hostage in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 16 June 2022

Myanmar junta troops used civilians as human shields against People’s Defense Forces (PDF)
while torching houses in rural areas of Sagaing Region’s Salingyi Township earlier this week,
according to local sources.

Around 80 regime soldiers torched houses in three villages from June 12-13, said locals. The
troops raided Ngwe Thar Village on Sunday before raiding Yin Maung Taing and Lin Sar Kyet
villages, taking almost 100 residents hostage and torching houses.

A resident of Lin Sar Kyet Village said: “They showed up all of a sudden while there was no
clash. Perhaps it was an operation intended to drive out resistance fighters. We fled as they
entered the village. All those who stayed were detained.”

Lin Sar Kyet Village has some 300 households, and more than 200 houses were burned
down. With nearly 100 villagers held hostage, resistance fighters were unable to attack the
junta soldiers, said a PDF fighter from Salingyi Township.

Lin Sar Kyet Village in Salingyi Township. / CJ

“We could do nothing to them as they were holding
nearly 100 hostages. And our weapons did not match
theirs,” he said.

Another resident of Lin Sar Kyat Village told The
Irrawaddy on Wednesday that they have not been

able to return to their homes.

Two resistance fighters who were trailing junta troops were killed at Lin Sar Kyet Village and
their bodies were set on fire, said a PDF fighter.

“The two were arrested as they were tracking the movement of junta troops. They were
tortured before being killed. We don’t know if they were burned alive or burned after being
killed. Their hands were tied,” he said.
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Military regime forces left the village on Tuesday, taking over 10 residents with them as
hostages.

Also in Sagaing, junta soldiers in Khin-U Township killed two residents after taking them
hostage following a mine attack by resistance groups. Their dead bodies were found last
Saturday and showed signs of torture.

Last Sunday, junta troops also raided Lelti and Maunghtaung villages in Sagaing’s Budalin
Township, killing three civilians and taking 60 others hostage.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-troops-torch-villages-and-
hold-civilians-hostage-in-sagaing.html

Ten more civilians killed in Myanmar army push to seize control of Sagaing

Locals describe the capture of villagers—including children—by junta soldiers who force
them to serve as human shields and porters before they are murdered

Myanmar Now | Published on Jun 16, 2022

The bodies of the murdered Ta Ohn villagers
(Supplied)

Junta forces reportedly killed 10 villagers, including
two children, in recent days in Sagaing Region, where
the military continues to carry out fierce assaults on
the civilian population in an attempt to overpower the
resistance stronghold.

Eight of the victims were from Ta Ohn, a village five miles east of Shwebo Township’s
administrative centre, which was attacked and looted by a 100-soldier column on June 9.
Embedded in the unit were members of the Pyu Saw Htee militia, armed and trained by the
Myanmar army, locals said.

The bodies of seven villagers were not found until Monday, in a stream more than one mile
away from the community where they lived.

“The bodies were badly decomposed. | think they shot them on the hill and dragged them
into the swamp,” a villager told Myanmar Now, adding that locals were unable to retrieve
and bury the corpses due to the continued junta occupation of the area.

The victims, who are believed to have been forced to act as human shields and porters for
the military column, were identified as Thein Tan, 50; Kyaw Lin, 45; Sein Mahn, Maung Htoo
and Win Shwe, all aged 40; Pho Htoo, who was in his 30s; and 20-year-old Ye Wai Lin.

Another local man, 50-year-old Hnin Maung, was shot dead and his body burned inside Ta
Ohn, the villager said, citing eyewitnesses.
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Locals explained that the troops detained multiple residents at the village’s monastery,
including women and children. Myanmar Now was unable to confirm the total number of
civilians who were abducted.

“The villagers had nowhere to run when the military entered, firing their guns. They
captured everyone that fled and made them stay inside the village. That’s how they
detained so many people,” another villager said.

He said that at least nine of those who were taken by the junta were forced to carry supplies
on June 10 and 11 while soldiers raided the neighbouring villages of Ohn Pauk, Maung Tat,
Ti Pin and finally Se Gyi, where they were last seen alive by eyewitnesses on June 12.

There, the troops torched five homes identified by the accompanying Pyu Saw Htee
members as allegedly belonging to members of the local anti-junta People’s Defence Force
(PDF), a Se Gyi resident told Myanmar Now.

“Everyone had to flee. Some fled on carts while some fled on motorcycles. We had to leave
everything behind as they started firing heavy weapons,” he said. “I don’t think words can
do justice for what I’'m feeling right now. | want revenge but | have no weapon in my hands.
It’s really heartbreaking and | feel powerless.”

The seven men from Ta Ohn are believed to have been killed at a site one mile from the
village of Se Gyi. The identities of the remaining two individuals who were captured with
them were not known at the time of reporting, as well as whether they were still alive.

Mawlaik Township

Two other murders took place in northwestern Sagaing’s Mawlaik Township, where
teenagers staying in an IDP camp near Ma Gyi Tan village were abducted in a junta raid on
the site on June 8 and subsequently killed, their bodies found later that day.

“The children were captured and forced to carry the soldiers’ bags and guide them around
the area before ultimately getting killed,” a 50-year-old woman from the area told Myanmar
Now.

They were identified as Sithu and Phyo, both in ninth grade, but whose exact ages were not
known.

Mawlaik PDF members are seen undergoing training
in April of this year (Mawlaik PDF)

Moe Di, spokesperson for the Mawlaik PDF—which
clashed with the junta column in question on the
day of the raid on the camp—confirmed the death
of the two boys, saying that their bodies were found
with knife wounds and their hands tied behind their
backs.

Myanmar Now was unable to obtain photos of the victims due to the ongoing military-
imposed internet blackout on much of Sagaing.
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The military unit combined with another coming from Kalay to the south, forming a new
column of some 150 troops in Mawlaik on June 10 before focusing their assaults on villages
on the western shore of the Chindwin River, Moe Di explained.

A PDF member was killed in a battle which took place with the Myanmar army that day, but
the resistance group was not able to inflict any casualties, the spokesperson said, adding
that his fighters were forced by heavy artillery fire to retreat.

“We had to withdraw because there was no way for us to defend against such a weapon,”
Moe Di said, adding that clashes were still ongoing at the time of reporting.

Hundreds of homes were burned by the military over the next four days, including almost all
of the residences in the village of Ma Gyi Tan, as well as houses in Yuwa and Tat Kone, locals
said.

Some 5,000 residents from a total of five communities were forced to flee the arson
attacks—which the military has repeatedly denied perpetrating nationwide—to the eastern
shores of the Chindwin.

The telecommunication cuts have meant that an assessment of the extent of the damage
was still ongoing at the time of reporting.

Depayin Township

A 30-year-old man in Depayin Township narrowly escaped death during a military raid on his
village of Muu Kan Gyi on Tuesday, describing to Myanmar Now how he hid and witnessed
more than 75 troops burning 200 other residences.

“] could see them from the house | was hiding in. They seemed to be enjoying torching the
houses,” he said.

The building in which he had sought refuge reportedly failed to catch fire.

“One of the army officers they called Kyaw Tun gave them permission to burn the house and
two soldiers came inside to torch it,” the man recalled. “I could smell alcohol on them while
| was hiding under the bed. | would have been killed if they found me.”

He emerged after the troops left the following morning to find that his own house had been
destroyed, along with his food stores.

“l wish nothing but death on them,” he said of the junta troops. “They’re funded by our tax
money, and they are terrorising us.”

Locals said that the same junta column that torched Muu Kan Kyi had previously burned the
villages of Ywar Soe and Pauk Chaing in neighbouring Shwebo Township over the weekend,
and had gone on to occupy the communities of Ti Pin and Htoo Gyi, all located along the
eastern bank of the Muu River.

A local anti-junta defence force, Min Ma Naing Thein Nghat, reportedly tried to drive out the
unit from the village of Ye Kyi Wa, across the Muu River from Muu Kan Gyi—which is
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situated on the western shore—but they ultimately were forced to retreat by the difference
in firepower, the guerrilla group’s leader said.

“They relentlessly fired both 60mm and 40mm shells at us from the other side of the river.
That’s why we had to withdraw,” he told Myanmar Now, adding that a 30-year-old
resistance fighter was killed in the clash.

The leader emphasised the need for the civilian National Unity Government to arm forces
like Min Ma Naing Thein Nghat, noting that there was only one gun for every three
members of his group.

“We have to face the junta with handmade rifles and 10 to 15 bullets while 100 percent of
the junta personnel are armed with a rifle each,” he explained. “If only they could arm us
properly, there isn’t any reason we wouldn’t win over the military.”

Reporting by Thura Maung, Khin Yi Yi Zaw and Ko Cho

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/ten-more-civilians-killed-in-myanmar-army-push-
to-seize-control-of-sagaing

Elderly villagers killed in junta raids in Magway’s Pakokku Township

One of the victims was beaten to death, while the other, a paralysed woman in her
seventies, died in her home after it was set on fire

Han Thit | Published on Jun 16, 2022

Residents of Taung Palu walk through the village after
an attack by regime forces on June 10 (Supplied)

Two elderly residents of Magway Region’s Pakokku
Township died over the weekend after their villages
came under attack by regime forces deployed in the
area since last Wednesday.

One of the victims, a 65-year-old man named Soe Han,
was still alive when his son found him in the village of Taung Pa Lu on Saturday, a local
resident told Myanmar Now.

“They didn’t shoot him, they just beat him until his insides were crushed,” the villager said,
speaking on condition of anonymity.

“He couldn’t even speak when we found him. He died right there in front of us,” he added.

According to the villager, dozens of other residents who were unable to flee ahead of the
raid were also tortured, but none succumbed to their injuries.

The other victim, 75-year-old Aye May, was found dead in the village of Ah Shey Kan Phyu
on Sunday. Residents said that she was bedridden after suffering a stroke and had been
burned to death after soldiers set fire to her house.
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According to locals, a column of around 200 junta forces began raiding some 20 villages
along the Yaw River, a tributary of the Ayeyarwady River, in Magway’s Pakokku and
Seikphyu townships last Wednesday.

The column, which had come from the Bagan-Nyaung-U area of neighbouring Mandalay
Region, was accompanied by around 70 members of the military-backed Pyu Saw Htee
militia, sources said.

The junta troops, who were searching for members of resistance forces active in the area,
set fire to 157 houses in Taung Pa Lu and also burned down the village’s clinic and
community hall, residents told Myanmar Now.

Another 42 houses were torched in Ah Shey Kan Phyu and 16 in the village of De Phyar, the
sources reported.

Arson attacks were less common in Seikphyu Township, where 15 villages were raided,
according to a local man.

“No houses were torched in our parts, but they killed and ate our animals and looted our
homes,” said the man, who did not want to be named.

“They also burned some motorcycles and forced everyone to gather in the monastery for
guestioning,” he added.

According to a spokesperson for the Pakokku People’s Defence Force (PDF), the group killed
as many as 20 junta troops in an attack on a police station located between the villages of
Myit Chay and Kamma last Wednesday.

On May 22, other PDF groups based in the area clashed with a column of around 70 junta
troops, killing at least two, resistance sources reported.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/elderly-villagers-killed-in-junta-raids-in-magways-
pakokku-township

Participants in Civil Disobedience Movement found murdered following junta raid in
central Myanmar

Two resistance fighters, a nurse, headmaster and a teacher—who was pregnant—are
captured together before being killed and burned by the military in Magway’s Yesagyo
Township

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Jun 16, 2022

From left: Win Kyaw, Zarli Naing, Khin Hnin Wai, Thae Ei Ei Win, Htay Min
Oo (Yesagyo PDF)

The charred bodies of five members of the anti-coup movement were
found by members of a local resistance force amid military raids on
villages in northern Yesagyo Township in Magway Region on Tuesday
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evening.

The township’s People’s Defence Force (PDF) chapter announced that two local guerrilla
fighters, as well as three people who had been participating in the general strike associated
with the Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM), were discovered slain near Peik Thin Kat
village.

They were burned beyond recognition and buried in a shallow grave, the PDF statement
said.

U Naing, a leader of another guerrilla force active in northern Yesagyo described the
individuals to Myanmar Now as having been “murdered in a cruel manner.”

“All five bodies were found and accounted for. They killed them, burned the bodies and
buried the remains,” he said, noting that the victims were found after the handcuffed hands
of one of the bodies was left uncovered by soil.

Among those killed was 54-year-old headmaster Win Kyaw, 27-year-old nurse Zarli Naing,
and Khin Hnin Wai, 28, a teacher who was five months pregnant at the time of her murder.
Also murdered with them were two armed resistance force members in their 20s: Htay Min
Oo and Thae Ei Ei Win.

All five victims were in Myaing Township’s Dan Pin Kan village, located next to Peik Thin Kat,
and captured on the evening of June 10, according to U Naing. He added that a bullet was
found amongst the bodies, and that the abdomen of Win Kyaw appeared to have been
perforated by a sharp object.

Both Khin Hnin Wai and Win Kyaw had been participating in the education program
launched by the civilian National Unity Government after refusing to return to work in the
junta-controlled school system.

The site where they were killed is located two miles west of the Sin Phyu Shin bridge, where
PDFs from Yesagyo, Myaing and Salingyi townships ambushed a junta checkpoint on June 9,
killing three military personnel, taking one soldier prisoner, and seizing multiple weapons.

In the days that followed the attack, hundreds of Myanmar army soldiers began raiding the
surrounding villages in northern Yesagyo Township, torching homes and abducting civilians.

A cremation is held for the bodies of the five victims on
June 15 (Supplied)

On June 10, hundreds of villagers were forced to flee
into the area’s western forests when junta troops fired
indiscriminately towards Dan Pin Kan after encountering
explosives planted by the northern Yesagyo guerrilla
group in an attempt to stop their advance.

Zarli Naing, the nurse who had been supporting the resistance movement, was working
between Yesagyo and Myaing townships after fleeing her home in Pakokku, 30 miles to the
south. She was among the fleeing Dan Pin Kan locals at the time she was captured.
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“One of our members who attacked the military with explosives got injured after falling
down a cliff, so we sent him to the CDM nurse to get his injuries treated,” guerrilla leader U
Naing explained. “Another member of our group accompanied him and all five of them were
arrested together by the military.”

He told Myanmar Now that Zarli Naing and Win Kyaw had been located in the area by a
junta informant, who then guided the troops to the place where she was providing first aid
to the injured resistance fighter, at a distance from the other displaced civilians.

“The victims might have thought the junta soldiers were PDF members because they were
wearing shorts just like PDF members do,” he said.

Instead, they are believed to have been killed by their captors later that day.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/participants-in-civil-disobedience-movement-
found-murdered-following-junta-raid-in-central

Myanmar Junta Troops Burn Down Catholic Church in Kayah
By NORA AUNG | 16 June 2022

Myanmar junta troops burned a Catholic church in Hpruso Township, Kayah State, on
Thursday.

The Karenni Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF) released a video of the church and other
religious buildings at Daw Nyun Ku village.

The KNDF told The Irrawaddy that troops were stationed at the church on Tuesday and have
subsequently left the area.

“The troops destroy houses and churches that people value. It is inhumane,” said a KNDF
representative.

On Tuesday troops burned down four houses and shot artillery at a church in Hti Pout So
village near Daw Nyun Ku.

Fighting has been reported in the area since June 10 when around 50 soldiers were
deployed from Demoso and Loikaw townships.

About 14 troops were killed in fighting since Sunday and weapons were seized while some
resistance fighters were lightly injured, according to the KNDF.

Troops had destroyed about 12 churches in Kayah State by February 2022, according to the
Karenni Human Rights Group.

More than 100 Buddhist and Christian buildings have been destroyed by junta forces in
resistance strongholds since the last year’s coup.

Daily clashes have been reported in Demoso and Loikaw townships this month.
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Resistance fighters claim to have killed junta soldiers and destroyed three military trucks
and seized two others containing weapons in Hpruso on June 3 when they attacked a
convoy.

Fighting in Kayah State began more than a year ago with the junta regularly using airstrikes
and artillery.

A majority of the state’s 200,000 residents have been displaced.

Approximately 22 troops have been killed this month across the state, the KNDF claimed on
Thursday.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-troops-burn-down-catholic-
church-in-kayah.html

Myanmar Junta Artillery Kills Three Civilians in Chin State
By THE IRRAWADDY | 16 June 2022

Three civilians from Mindat Township in Chin State were killed by Myanmar junta artillery
on Thursday.

A man in his 70s, a woman in her 60s and a woman in her 30s from Moei Twei village were
farming near the village when the Mindat-based Light Infantry Battalion 274 fired shells.

Despite a lack of fighting junta troops fire artillery at civilian villages everyday, according to
the Chin Defence Force (CDF) in Mindat.

A CDF spokesman said: “This is deliberate shooting at innocent civilians. We will respond
strongly.”

An 11-year-old lost a leg and a women was injured by artillery in the township last month.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-artillery-kills-three-civilians-in-
chin-state.html

Myanmar Regime Using Mytel SIM Cards to Track its own Soldiers
By NORA AUNG | 16 June 2022

Myanmar’s junta is using the Mytel telecommunications operator — part-owned by the
Myanmar military — to track and eavesdrop on its own soldiers by monitoring their
communications and locations in an effort to halt the growing number of defections from
regime forces.

In their latest investigation released on Tuesday, Justice for Myanmar (JFM), a group of

covert activists campaigning for justice and accountability, said that before Mytel’s public
launch in June 2018 coup leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing allowed Mytel access to
data that lists the name, rank and military identity numbers of soldiers. The decision was
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made with the support of base commanders as part of a promotion to increase the number
of Mytel subscribers.

The sales campaign was named Aung Ta Khon, or banner of victory, and gave out free SIM
cards with the prefix 0969 personalized with soldiers’ military identity numbers, so allowing
senior officers to easily identify their troops by their phone numbers.

Mytel is operated by Telecom International Myanmar and the shareholders are Viettel
Global Investment, a holding company owned by Viethnam’s Ministry of National Defense,
and the Myanmar military-owned conglomerate, Myanmar Economic Corporation.

Nyi Thuta, a military defector, told The Irrawaddy that he used to have a Mytel SIM card
personalized with his military identity number.

“We used it to contact with our superiors as even commanders use Mytel SIMs,” he said.

JFM warned soldiers who want to defect not to use Mytel SIMs, as their conversations could
be tapped and their identities and locations easily traced because their phone numbers are
personalized with their military identity numbers.

Former captain Nyi Thuta, who abandoned the army after last year’s coup and now helps
fellow soldiers to defect through his Facebook page People’s Goal, formerly known as
People’s Soldier, said troops trying to defect had been arrested after contacting him using
their Mytel SIM cards.

“Two soldiers connected with us via their Mytel SIM cards because they cannot buy another
SIM card at the frontline. Later, they were arrested while on their way to us,” he said.

He suggested not even turning on phones with Mytel SIM cards because the military can
trace the location of defectors through Mytel telecom towers.

As part of its promotion campaign, Mytel also gave free SIM cards to now detained State
Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and President U Win Myint, as well as others in the then
government and leaders in the business sectors, including those competing with Vietnam-
owned companies operating in Myanmar, JFM said.

Since the coup, Mytel has been boycotted by the Myanmar people for its affiliations with
the military and the junta and to deprive the regime of revenue.

Last November, Mytel’s Chief Financial Officer, U Thein Aung, was gunned down by an anti-
regime resistance group in Yangon’s Mayangone Township. The 56-year-old was a
former navy lieutenant commander.

Mytel telecom towers nationwide have also been blown up by resistance groups.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-using-mytel-sim-cards-to-
track-its-own-soldiers.html
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Myanmar Junta Calls Return of Executions 'Required Action'

Reuters

FILE - Myanmar's military junta spokesman Zaw
Min Tun speaks during the information
ministry's press conference in Naypyitaw,
Myanmar, March 23, 2021.

Myanmar ruling military on Thursday defended
a planned execution of two prominent

B democracy figures as lawful and required,
defying international criticism for resuming capital punishment after a three-decade hiatus.

The United Nations, France, the United States and international human rights groups have
urged the junta not to follow through with the execution of activist Kyaw Min Yu and former
lawmaker Phyo Zeya Thaw, who lost appeals against a terrorism conviction. Read full story

They were found guilty of providing weapons and helping to organize attacks by resistance
groups on state targets. It is unclear when they will be executed or how they pled in their
trials, which Myanmar has largely held behind closed doors.

Military spokesman Zaw Min Tun said there were many countries using the death penalty.

"At least 50 innocent civilian, excluding security forces, died because of them. How can you
say this is not justice?," Zaw Min Tun told a televised news conference.

"Required actions are needed to be done in the required moments."

Myanmar has been in turmoil since a coup early least year that ended a decade of tentative
democracy that was introduced after five decades of army rule.

The military has defied foreign outrage over the executions, which United Nations experts
last week said were decided without due process. Read full story

"These death sentences, handed down by an illegitimate court of an illegitimate junta, are a
vile attempt at instilling fear amongst the people of Myanmar," the experts said.

https://www.voanews.com/a/myanmar-junta-calls-return-of-executions-required-action-
/6619953.html

Democracy Activists on Death Row Deserve Execution: Myanmar Junta Press Chief
By THE IRRAWADDY | 16 June 2022

The spokesperson for Myanmar’s military regime has reiterated that the death sentences
handed down to democracy activists Ko Jimmy and Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw are irreversible and
that the two men deserve them.
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Earlier this month, the junta confirmed the execution orders for the men, who were
sentenced to death in January by a military tribunal on terrorism charges. The regime has
accused them of masterminding armed resistance against the junta in Yangon.

The execution orders have attracted local and international condemnation and appeals to
halt them.

On Tuesday, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet called
on the regime to refrain from such a regressive step, warning that going ahead with the
country’s first judicial executions since 1990 would “violate the right to life”.

However, junta media chief Major General Zaw Min Tun said on Thursday that there was no
prospect of the regime reversing the execution orders, when asked during a press
conference about international appeals not to carry out the death sentences.

“We have to do it for the sake of rule of law. Their actions have killed more than 50 people
who are not security forces. You can’t say the sentences [against them] are unjust,” he said.
The missions run by the two men claimed to attack regime targets, including people working
as junta informants.

Last week, Cambodia’s Prime Minister Hun Sen, one of coup leader Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing’s allies, urged the regime not to proceed with the executions as that would
trigger a very strong negative reaction from the international community, while having a
devastating effect on the Association of Southeast Asian Nations and Cambodia’s efforts to
help Myanmar return to normalcy. However, the regime has dismissed Hun Sen’s appeal.

Since the confirmation of the execution orders, Zaw Min Tun has told the media that the
executions will definitely happen and that there will be no mercy for Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw and
Ko Jimmy. His statement on Thursday was the first official confirmation that the orders are
irreversible.

Ko Jimmy is a veteran democracy activist who took part in the 1988 uprising against the
then junta. Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw is an elected lawmaker from the ousted National League for
Democracy government.

Last week, Ko Jimmy’s wife Ma Nilar Thein said that the regime will be held responsible for
her husband’s death if his execution goes ahead. Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw’s wife Ma Thazin Nyunt
Aung has urged the international community not to stand by and let the regime kill her
husband.

A total of 114 people, two of them minors, have been sentenced to death by the regime
since last year’s coup, including students and anti-junta activists.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/democracy-activists-on-death-row-deserve-

execution-myanmar-junta-press-chief.html
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Prison Department spokesperson denies execution rumours

The official said that no execution order had been issued for the hanging of veteran activist
Ko Jimmy or former MP Phyo Zayar Thaw

Myanmar Now | Published on Jun 16, 2022

The main building of Insein Prison(Myanmar
Now)

Rumours that four condemned prisoners,
including prominent political figures Ko Jimmy
and Phyo Zayar Thaw, are about to be hanged
are untrue, according to a Prison Department
spokesperson.

“We have not received any proposal,
notification or order regarding the death
sentences,” the spokesperson, Khin Shwe, said when contacted by Myanmar Now.

He added, however, that he did not know where Ko Jimmy and Phyo Zayar Thaw are
currently being held.

Rumours began to circulate late Wednesday night that Ko Jimmy, a veteran of the 1988 pro-
democracy uprising, and Phyo Zayar Thaw, a former MP from Myanmar’s ousted ruling
party, would be hanged along with two others at Yangon’s Insein Prison on Thursday
morning.

The rumours appeared to originate within the prison itself, which is holding many of the
thousands of political prisoners arrested since last year’s coup.

“l heard the prisoners say that Ko Jimmy and Phyo Zayar Thaw were going to be executed
tomorrow morning,” a lawyer who frequently visits the prison said on Wednesday night.

Earlier this month, the junta indicated that it was planning to execute Ko Jimmy and Phyo
Zayar Thaw, who it accused of plotting acts of terror, as well as Hla Myo Aung and Aung
Thura Zaw, both convicted for murdering military informants.

The decision met with strong condemnation from within Myanmar and in the international
community, but on June 7, junta spokesperson General Zaw Min Tun reiterated that the
regime would go ahead with the executions as planned.

On Tuesday, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet, said that carrying
out the country's first judicial executions since 1990 would “violate the right to life.”

“l urgently call on military authorities to refrain from such a regressive step,” she told the
UN Human Rights Council.

Some foreign embassies inside Myanmar have also stated that the junta has no authority to
go through with the executions because it is not the legitimate government of the country.
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According to figures compiled by the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, there are
currently 73 people facing the death penalty in Myanmar, including two minors and 41
people sentenced in absentia.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/prison-department-spokesperson-denies-

execution-rumours

Political prisoner executions would backfire on Myanmar junta, say analysts

Talk that democracy activist Ko Jimmy and others would be hanged went viral on Burmese
social media.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.06.16

Myanmar activist Kyaw Min Yu, better known by his
alias Ko Jimmy, in a file photo. RFA

As talk that Myanmar’s junta was set to hang veteran
democracy activist Ko Jimmy and three other men
went viral on social media Thursday, other junta
opponents and analysts said carrying out the
executions would backfire against the military regime that has ruled the country since a
coup last year.

The rumored executions at dawn Thursday did not take place, but critics said carrying out
death penalties handed down after brief, closed trials on terrorism charges would bring
more international opprobrium and galvanize domestic opposition against the unpopular
junta.

"There will be calls for more pressure against the junta in the international arena, and the
junta will find it more difficult to impose their rule on young people across the country,”
Aung Moe Zaw, chairman of the Democratic Party for New Society, told RFA.

“I think more people will be out on the streets," he added.

On June 3, Ko Jimmy, lawmaker Phyo Zeyar Thaw of the National League for Democracy
party that was banned after the military overthrew the country’s elected government on
Feb. 1, 2021, and two other men lost appeals of their death sentences. The junta rejected
the possibility of a pardon for the condemned men.

Ko Jimmy, whose real name is Kyaw Min Yu, was a prominent leader of the pro-
democracy 88 Generation Students Group who fought military rule three decades ago.

The 53-year-old activist was arrested in October after spending eight months in hiding
and was convicted by a military tribunal in January under the Counter-Terrorism Law. He
was accused of contacting the National Unity Government (NUG), and People’s Defense
Force (PDF), an opposition coalition and militia network formed by politicians ousted in
the Feb. 1 coup that the junta has declared terrorist organizations.
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In September, the NUG declared a nationwide state of emergency and called for open
rebellion against junta rule, prompting an escalation of attacks on military targets by
various allied pro-democracy militias and ethnic armed groups.

Myanmar democracy activist Ko Jimmy (L) and
former Myanmar lawmaker Phyo Zeya Thaw (R) in a
combination photo created on June 3, 2022. Credit:
AFP/Myanmar’s Military Information Team

First judicial execution since 1988

Ko Jimmy was also accused of advising local militia
groups in Yangon and ordering PDF groups to attack police, military targets, and
government offices, and asking the NUG to buy a 3D printer to produce weapons for local
PDFs.

The four death sentences, as well 111 others that have been handed down by junta
courts between the military’s 2021 coup and May 19 this year, have drawn criticism from
legal experts and rights groups, who say the regime is threatening the public with unfair
executions.

The United Nations, Washington, Ottawa, and Paris have issued statements strongly
condemning the decisions in the cases now proceeding to execution.

An appeal against carrying out what would be the first judicial execution in Myanmar
since 1988 came from Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen, who wrote junta leader Sen.
Gen. Min Aung Hlaing on June 10, urging him to “reconsider the sentences and refrain
from carrying out the death sentences.”

If carried out, the executions “would trigger a very strong and widespread negative
reaction from the international community” and hurt efforts to find a peaceful solution to
the crisis in Myanmar, wrote Hun Sen, in his capacity as 2022 rotating chair of the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), of which Myanmar is a member.

Thiha Win Tin, a former member of the All Burma Federation of Students' Unions,

Said plans to execute the four would spark an angry reaction from many quarters of
society which don’t accept the legitimacy of the junta or the military tribunals that meted
out the death penalty.

“This is not a death penalty. They were simply arrested and ordered to be killed,” he said.

“It’s not just Phyo Zeyar Thaw and Ko Jimmy. Many of our comrades have been killed
during interrogations, some killed on the streets—unarmed and peaceful protesters
arrested late in the night,” added Thiha Win Tin.

Hatred of army will grow
Mar Kee (also known as Kyaw Kyaw Htwe), a political ally of Ko Jimmy since the 1980s,

said “the consequences will not be good” if the executions were carried out.
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“There were people in the country who accepted Jimmy and Zeyar Thaw and their work,
and there were those who didn’t. Even those who didn’t accept them, as well as those in
the middle, would be outraged if the death penalty were to be imposed on people for
their political beliefs,” he told RFA.

“I think the hatred against [the army] will grow."

Local anti-junta PDFs groups and other regime opponents have issued a series of
warnings in recent days that they would retaliate if Ko Jimmy, Phyo Zeyar Thaw and the
others were put to death.

Military spokesman Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun, at a conference in Naypyidaw Thursday,
defended the planned executions as a necessary measure by a sovereign country, but did
not say when they would take place.

“Innocent people lost their lives because of these two’s encouragement [of anti-junta
militias],” he said. “I just said innocent people. | am not talking about security personnel.”

“At least 50 lives were lost thanks to their support. So how can you say it’s not fair?” said
Zaw Min Tun.

The junta has not provided evidence to support the allegations, and the spokesman did
not elaborate.

The Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP), a Thai-based advocacy group,
said that 1,958 people have been killed and 14,139 anti-regime activists across the
country have been arrested in more than 16 months since the military coup. Of those,
11,081 are still in custody.

Political analyst Sai Kyi Zin Soe said no one in Myanmar would believe in the multi-party
elections the military has promised to hold in 2023 if the executions were carried out.

“When the elections are held in 2023, these guys, who were supposed to be contesting
the elections but have been executed unfairly, would be absent,” he told RFA.

“People will ask how this election could be fair when those who have the right to take
part in the elections have been executed. And how are they going to explain? They will
never be able to justify it,” said Sai Kyi Zin Soe.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written by Paul Eckert.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/executions-junta-06162022164639.html|

Editorial: By invoking the death penalty, the junta only condemns itself
JUNE 16, 2022

Executing prisoners may seem like just another day at the office for Myanmar’s murderous
junta but it would be a deeply provocative act that will worsen the country’s deadly political
crisis.
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On June 3, junta spokesperson Major General Zaw
Min Tun revealed that the regime planned to execute
four men on death row, including two high-profile
political prisoners: former National League for
Democracy parliamentarian Phyo Zayar Thaw and
democracy activist Ko Jimmy. Both have been accused
of leading armed resistance against the military.

At first blush, the promise to execute political
prisoners may seem unremarkable given the military’s other heinous crimes. Dozens —
possibly hundreds — have died while in military custody, often bearing signs of brutal
torture. Homes in hundreds of villages have been razed to the ground across the
countryside, where marauding soldiers also summarily execute civilians. There is credible
evidence that multiple victims have been burned alive. Even children have not been spared
—according to data from the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, at least 147
children under 18 have been killed by the military since the coup.

But in all of these cases, the junta has either completely denied committing the crimes,
blamed them on the resistance, or sought to justify their actions as self-defense. By
pursuing judicial executions, the regime would be openly and proudly killing in public view.
This would indicate a new level of disregard for how it is perceived, both at home and
abroad.

Four deaths may seem like just a drop in the junta’s bucket of blood but let us not forget
there are over 70 people on death row, including two under the age of 18, and thousands in
custody. If the military were to go through with four executions there would be nothing
stopping it from killing the rest, or from doling out death sentences to other political
prisoners.

Using the death penalty is also symbolically provocative on a number of levels. For starters,
it’s a violation of Buddhism’s first precept to refrain from killing. Of the seven majority
Buddhist countries, Cambodia, Bhutan and Mongolia have banned capital punishment,
while Sri Lanka and Laos have it on the books but haven’t used it in decades. Myanmar also
belongs to this latter category, with the last confirmed judicial execution taking place in
1977, although it is believed others were carried out in the 1980s. Resuming capital
punishment would violate what has essentially become a national taboo, showing a
disregard for both the religion and the culture the military purports to protect.

(Among Buddhist countries, the exception is Thailand, which carried out its most recent
execution in 2018.)

More importantly, judicial executions would worsen the already spiralling cycle of violence.
The military’s decision to snatch power has sparked vigilante justice campaigns, including
assassinations by both resistance groups and pro-military groups. Analysts have warned this
could give way to communal violence motivated by personal revenge, which would be more
difficult to control than traditional armed conflict. Already, the Myanmar Defence Force

Page 20 of 63


https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2012/12/18/global-religious-landscape-buddhist/
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2012/12/18/global-religious-landscape-buddhist/
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2012/12/18/global-religious-landscape-buddhist/

(Sagaing) has pledged to respond with “an eye for an eye” if the military goes through with
its planned executions.

Executing prominent activists in captivity would also make future negotiations — as unlikely
as they seem now — much more difficult. For this reason Lieutenant-General Gun Maw, vice
chair ofthe Kachin Independence Organisation, has warned the junta not to make an
“unforgivable mistake”. Organisations with close ties to the two activists on death row, like
the NLD and the Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, along with their supporters,
are indeed likely to find the executions “unforgivable”.

Following through with the executions would almost certainly reflect the junta’s
desperation. Desperation to give its most macabre supporters something to celebrate, and
desperation to show that it’s in control — not by solving the healthcare collapse, fuel
shortage or electricity crisis, but by doing the only thing the military is really any good at:
killing.

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/editorial-by-using-the-death-penalty-the-junta-only-
condemns-itself/

‘No chance’ Myanmar polls will be free and fair: U.S. diplomat
PUBLISHED 16 JUNE 2022

(AFP) A top US government official said there was “no chance”
the Myanmar military government’s planned elections next year
would be free and fair. He also says Washington "was not
currently thinking about" supplying weapons to anti-
military fighters in Myanmar despite requests for support.

Myanmar has been in turmoil and its economy paralysed since the February 2021 military
takeover which ousted civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi.

Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy Party won a landslide victory in November 2020
elections but the military alleged voter fraud to justify the military takeover.

US State Department counsellor Derek Chollet cast doubt over the ruling military’s pledge to
hold new elections in August 2023.

“1 think there’s no chance it could be free and fair, and it can be an attempt to just
manipulate the region, the international community,” Chollet told the Shangri-La Dialogue
in Singapore on Saturday.

Almost 2,000 civilians have been killed in the ruling military’s crackdown on dissent and
more than 14,000 people have been arrested.

United Nations special envoy for Myanmar Noeleen Heyzer — who has not been allowed to
visit the country since she took up the role late last year — fears an illegitimate poll could
cause further unrest.
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She said unless Myanmar citizens had faith the election would lead the country back to
"proper civilian rule" and the will of the people would be respected, it could be a "trigger
point for greater violence".

Thai foreign ministry representative Pornpimol Kanchanalak however argued the
international community should not get "stuck in cancel rhetoric".

"Condemnations, sanctions, ostracisation... have reached diminishing returns," she said.

Mrs Pornpimol acknowledged concerns about the upcoming poll but said the international
community must take military government’s commitment to hold elections "at face value".

Asean - a bloc of 10 countries including Myanmar - has led stalled diplomatic efforts to
resolve the crisis.

Malaysian Foreign Minister Saifuddin Abdullah urged Asean countries go back to the
drawing board and set deadlines on the "Five-Point Consensus" reached in Jakarta in April
2021, which calls for a cessation of violence and "constructive dialogue".

He said there had been no discussions about booting Myanmar out of the bloc.

Mr Chollet confirmed Washington "was not currently thinking about" supplying weapons to
anti-military fighters in Myanmar despite requests for support like that being given to
Ukraine following the Russian invasion.

Post-military takeover violence has pushed the number of displaced people in Myanmar to
more than one million for the first time, the UN said in early June, voicing concerns about a
lack of humanitarian assistance as well as the monsoon season.

Since she was ousted, Ms Suu Kyi has been in military custody and faces a raft of charges
that could result in her being jailed for more than 150 years.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/no-chance-myanmar-polls-will-be-free-and-fair-us-
diplomat

677 CSOs call on ASEAN to bar Myanmar from ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting

By Mizzima |

A group photograph during the Association of

AL M Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Defence
Ministers Meeting (ADMM) in Hanoi on February
19, 2020. Photo: Nhac NGUYEN / AFP

677 Myanmar, regional and international civil
society organisations have written an open letter
to ASEAN defence ministers asking them to not
invite the Myanmar junta’s minister of defence to
the upcoming 16 th ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting (ADMM) due to be held on 22 June.
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Here is a copy of the letter:

We, the undersigned 677 Myanmar, regional and international civil society organisations
appeal to you not to extend an invitation to the Myanmar military junta’s Minister of
Defence at the upcoming ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting (ADMM).

The Myanmar military junta’s acts fully meet the definition of terror under international and
national law, and is responsible for ongoing violations of international human rights and
humanitarian law following the military’s illegal coup attempt. Since the military’s illegal
coup attempt, almost 700,000 people have been forcibly displaced as the junta wages a
terror campaign against the Myanmar people.

In the face of mass public resistance, the junta has murdered more than 1,900 people,
arbitrarily arrested over 14,000 more, committed widespread torture, indiscriminate
airstrikes and shelling, burnt villages and looted public property.

In the upcoming 16th ADMM, scheduled for June 22, we understand that the Junta defense
minister General Mya Tun Oo will be representing Myanmar. General Mya Tun Oo plays a
leading role in the management of the military, which is responsible for committing ongoing
atrocity crimes with total impunity. Mya Tun Oo0’s direct responsibility for international law
violations have been recognised by the USA, UK, EU, Canada and New Zealand, which
sanctioned him. In its designation, the UK stated that Mya Tun Qo has “command
responsibility for these violations and can therefore be held responsible for these actions.”
Mya Tun Oo is also a member of the State Administration Council (SAC). The EU recognised
that “as member of the SAC, General Mya Tun Oo has been directly involved in and
responsible for decision making concerning state functions and is therefore responsible for
undermining democracy and the rule of law”. Mya Tun Oo should be held accountable for
his role in the military’s attempted coup and the junta’s atrocity crimes, and not rewarded
through participation in ADMM.

We welcome ASEAN’s exclusion of Senior General Min Aung Hlaing from the 2021 ASEAN
Summit, and the exclusion of the junta foreign minister Wunna Maung Lwin from the 2022
Foreign Ministers’ Retreat. However, we note with concern that ADMM has invited the
junta to participate in meetings, including at the ministerial level since its illegal coup
attempt, which is inconsistent with decisions made by ASEAN to not invite General Min
Aung Hlaing and Wunna Maung Lwin. ADMM’s engagement with the junta, which has
included military exercises, may likely amount to the aiding and abetting of the junta’s war
crimes and crimes against humanity.

It is imperative that ASEAN does not award legitimacy to the Myanmar military junta,
upholds its own charter and respects international human rights and humanitarian law by
excluding the junta from ADMM. In allowing the junta to participate in ADMM, ASEAN is
further risking complicity in the junta’s atrocity crimes by providing support and legitimacy
to the military and emboldening a military that is waging a nationwide campaign of terror.
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We appeal to you as ASEAN defence ministers to disinvite Mya Tun Oo from the 16th
ADMM and all future meetings. Engage with the National Unity Government as the
legitimate government of Myanmar, and work to resolve the crisis in Myanmar.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/677-csos-call-asean-bar-myanmar-asean-defence-

ministers-meeting

UN Chief says women are ‘essential’ to peace talks in Myanmar and other conflicts
By AFP |

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres holds a joint
press conference with Sweden's Prime Minister
Andersson in Stockholm, Sweden, 01 June 2022. Photo:
EPA

Men must stop excluding women from peace talks
around the world, UN chief Antonio Guterres said
Wednesday, warning that in conflicts such as Russia's
invasion of Ukraine the situation is actually 'going backwards.'

The UN secretary-general said the lack of female representation in such negotiations from
Ukraine to Afghanistan, Myanmar and Mali shows 'how enduring power imbalances and
patriarchy are continuing to fail us.'

It results in 'men in power and women excluded, their rights and freedoms deliberately
targeted,' he told a special meeting of the Security Council.

But women's 'right to equal participation at all levels, is essential for building and
maintaining peace,' said Guterres.

He noted that Russia's invasion of Ukraine has forced millions of women and children to the
flee the country, 'putting them at high risk of trafficking and exploitation of all kinds."

'Women who chose not to evacuate are at the forefront of healthcare and social support,’
said Guterres.

Their perspectives are therefore 'critical to understanding conflict dynamics,' and make their
participation 'essential for resolving conflicts.'

In many areas, men in power have actively worked to exclude women, said Guterres, citing
for example Afghanistan, where 'nearly 20 million Afghan women and girls are being
silenced and erased from sight.'

In Myanmar, 'women cannot express themselves openly and have no route to political
participation,' added the UN chief.

Successive military coups have also resulted in women 'becoming poorer and more
marginalized' in Mali, where 'extremists pose an even greater threat,' said Guterres.
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He was unequivocal about the impact of what he termed 'the recent shift away from
inclusive politics,' saying it 'shows once again that misogyny and authoritarianism are
mutually reinforcing.'

https://www.mizzima.com/article/un-chief-says-women-are-essential-peace-talks-
myanmar-and-other-conflicts

Lay Kay Kaw Residents Demand Burma Army and BGF Withdraw Soldiers from Villages,
Take Responsibility for Landmines

Displaced villagers speaking at a public meeting said they would only be able to return to
their homes when troops sponsored by the Burma Army withdrew from the area.

Karen News | 16 June 2022

The meeting held in the Palu Gyi village
temple was attended by Burma Army,
Border Guard Force (BGF), Democratic Karen
Buddhist Army (DKBA) troops, and villagers
on the morning of June 5th.

Displaced people from Lay Kay Kaw village,
who had been forced from their homes by
iR @'/ BurmaArmy and its sponsored BGF militia,
sald it was only p055|ble to return to thelr home if all troops under the command of the
military-appointed State Administration Council were withdrawn.

A villager who attended the meeting told Karen News, “We dare not go back. We know the
BGF and the Burma Army are still on the Pagoda hills and in our houses. | will only go back if
all of them leave. Villagers can’t go back if there are soldiers.”

The villager said BGF General Secretary, Colonel Saw Chit Thu responded to the villagers
concerns by claiming they would work on withdrawing their troops and that he would take
responsibility for about removing 70% of his troops.

“Maung Chit Thu said that he would take responsibility, but how can our people believe that
if they cannot show proof? We have to consider what they say carefully, we have already
suffered for many years now because of the Burma Army.

At the public meeting villagers in the Palu area were asked by the militia’s to return to their
homes, start planting crops again, and send their children back to school.

Notably the militia leaders failed to discuss who would be accountable and responsible for
the loss of income villagers suffered from the forced displacement. Villagers also said they
were concerned about their village security and the constant danger from landmines.
Villagers said the Burma Army, the BGF and the DKBA were not interested in what the
villagers were concerned about and were only intent on delivering their message.
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I 4 A villager said they ordered us “to go
‘} § i ! - back to our homes, farm, and return to
4 J' b o school. We know they hide in our villages
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- 4&% & P because of their fear of being attacked.
Y. 14 @l They think they won’t be attacked if

Yo

villagers are there. When we asked
about our security, they did not
guarantee it. Nor did they take
responsibility for their mines they put in

our homes and farms.”

The meeting was attended by as many as 300 soldiers troops under the command of BGF
General Secretary Colonel Saw Chit Thu, DKBA Commander-in-Chief General Saw Steel and
the Burma Army under the control of the State Administration Council — more than 100
villagers also attended.

Issues discussed at the meeting focused on local displaced villagers from Palu Gyi and Mae
Htaw Thalay villages being ordered to return home, State Administration Council schools to
reopen, students to be enrolled, and crops to be farmed again.

Villagers who attended the meeting said no guarantees were made for the resettlement of
IDPs from places where there was ongoing conflicts around Lay Kay Kaw, Htee Mae Wah
Khee, Yathit Gu, and Thay Baw Boe region between the Burma Army, BGF and the Karen
National Liberation Army.

In Maehtawthalay, Min Latt Pan, Ingyin Myaing, Htee Mae Wah Khee, Per He Klaw, Palu Gyji,
Palu Lay, and Yathit Gu in South of Myawaddy, fighting has been constant for more than six
months.

Aid workers estimate more than 15,000 IDPs from Lay Kaw Kaw, Kyauk Ket, Lay Day, Waw
Lay, Kanae Lay, Taw Eu Hta, Ta Naw Hta, Thay Baw Boe, Kalaw Gaw, and Sukali have not
been able to return home.

https://karennews.org/2022/06/lay-kay-kaw-residents-demand-burma-army-and-bgf-
withdraw-soldiers-from-villages-take-responsibility-for-landmines/

Tensions Rising Between KIA, SSPP And TNLA In Shan And Kachin States
By SHAN - June 16, 2022

Information has been leaked on the internet that the armed wing of the Kachin
Independence Army (KIA) and the People’s Defence Forces are planning to attack the Shan
State Progress Party (SSPP) and the Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA) in Shweli in
Muse District, northern Shan State.
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A online document bore the seal of the KIA, but the group’s spokesperson, Col Naw Bu, told
SHAN, that the leaders of the armed group didn’t know about it.”It’s likely that the KIA
frontline troops released the document, but | don’t know how it spread on social media.”

According to local reports, TNLA troops have been patrolling the Shweli Valley since 11 May,
which prompted the KIA to act and publish the warning.

Earlier this year, the SSPP also entered the area
of Mang Weing Gyi in Mansi Township, Kachin

| State. A Shan man from the village told SHAN
on condition of anonymity that the armed
group was still in the area.

“In early January, the SSPP battalion came to
Mang Weing Gyi area and questioned locals
about how much taxes the KIA collects and
whether it discriminates against Shan nationalities living in the area,” the man, who wishes
to remain anonymous, told SHAN.

After a week, the SSPP left but returned and set up a camp near Mang Weing Gyi, where KIO
officials negotiated with them to leave the area.

Local residents fear a new conflict starting between the three armed groups.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25130
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