PEACE Info (June 13, 2022)

Myanmar Regime Committed Almost 2,800 War Crimes in Last Six Months: NUG
Myanmar Resistance Leader in Sagaing Says Monsoon Will Bring Victories
Nearly 90 Myanmar Junta Soldiers Killed in Clashes With Resistance in North
Sagaing Villagers Pay Myanmar Junta Troops to Spare Homes

Myanmar junta troops torch villages along Magway, Sagaing border

SAC announces welcome to armed resistance organizations including PDF if they
want to enter legal fold

Myanmar Resistance Rejects Junta Calls to Surrender

Resistance forces reject junta’s call to surrender

Myanmar’s armed resistance rejects junta call for surrender

USDP gathering ends with leadership disputes unresolved

Myanmar Junta Rejects Cambodia’s Plea not to Execute Activists

Asean needs more detailed plan for Myanmar crisis: Malaysia

ASEAN and the Cycles of History

‘No Chance’ Myanmar Polls Will Be Free and Fair: US Official

US State Dept Counselor Calls Myanmar Military ‘Bunch of Thugs’

World Bank Says Myanmar Economy Too Chaotic to Offer GDP Forecast

NUG delegation meets with Swedish govt to discuss Myanmar affairs

ALP is latest ethnic armed group to engage with junta as doubts persist

Two junta soldiers abducted in Rakhine’s Kyauktaw Township

Fighting Increases In Kachin and Northern Shan States

Hopang Farmers Protest Land Seizures

Junta Seeks Thai Help in Crackdown on Armed Groups Operating Along Myanmar-
Thai Border
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Myanmar Regime Committed Almost 2,800 War Crimes in Last Six Months: NUG
By THE IRRAWADDY | 13 June 2022

Myanmar’s junta committed almost 2,800 war crimes across the country in the last six
months, according to the parallel civilian National Unity Government (NUG).

The NUG’s Ministry of Home Affairs and Immigration said that from December 1 to May 31,
regime forces committed 2,778 war crimes including arbitrary killings, extrajudicial
executions, the use of torture, using civilians as human shields, air and artillery strikes on
civilian targets, the looting and burning of houses and the use of sexual violence.

Some 12,719 houses and religious building have been destroyed by junta forces, causing
estimated losses of 241 million kyats (USS$6.9 million).

Last Friday, the ministry also said that the regime had conducted 910 arrests and carried out
479 arson attacks, 346 murders, 336 attacks, 226 robberies and 101 cases of torture in the
same six month period.

Regime forces also committed 10 cases of sexual violence, as well as 27 instances of using
civilian detainees as human shields to deter attacks by resistance groups.

Sagaing Region, a stronghold of the resistance movement, suffered the most recording a
total of 1,178 war crimes, followed by Magwe Region with 537 cases and Mandalay with
234.

Junta arson attacks also targeted Sagaing the most, with some 8,933 houses being lost,
followed by Magwe with 2,168 and Chin State with 1,332, according to the NUG’s Ministry
of Home Affairs and Immigration.

The ministry said it has collected evidence of the military regime’s war crimes and that its
priority is to hold those responsible accountable for their crimes.

People are being urged to report junta war crimes to police forces and People’s
Administration Groups operating under the NUG, which is working with local and
international organizations to hold the regime responsible for its atrocities.

“Everyone who committed war crimes must be held to account whatever the situation,”
said the NUG.

In early June, authorities in Turkey initiated a preliminary investigation into members of the
regime, including coup leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, concerning a criminal
complaint filed by the Myanmar Accountability Project (MAP), a UK-based nongovernmental
organization.

In late March, MAP filed a criminal case with the public prosecutor’s office in Istanbul,
Turkey against junta leaders over the use of torture in the military interrogation center in
Yangon.
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As of June 10, over 1,900 people have been killed by regime forces and more than 14,000
people, including democratically-elected lawmakers, have been arrested or detained since
last year’s coup, said the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-committed-almost-2800-war-

crimes-in-last-six-months-nug.html

Myanmar Resistance Leader in Sagaing Says Monsoon Will Bring Victories
By THE IRRAWADDY | 13 June 2022

Sagaing Region, a resistance stronghold, has seen daily clashes since January with Myanmar
junta troops raiding and torching villages where they think people’s defense forces (PDFs)
are operating. Numerous civilians have been killed in junta raids which have left thousands
homeless.

Bo Nagar, the leader of the Myanmar Royal Dragon Army, recently talked to The Irrawaddy
about how PDFs are fighting the regime and the challenges facing them.

Junta troops have torched many Sagaing villages over the past few months. Are they
torching every village?

In Budalin Township they torched three villages before we attacked. They broke into
houses, boxes and jewel cases.

Residents could not take all of their belongings as they fled in fear. Junta soldiers took what
they liked before torching.

To our dismay, we saw ruined villages along the road. Villagers worked hard over many
years to build farms and homes. People hide in forests as they have nowhere else to go.
They cannot build anything permanent and soldiers torch any shelter they find.

Living conditions are terrible. The rainy season has begun so we are rushing ahead with the
revolution. Conditions and violence are worse than on social media. We are fully committed
to saving our country from the hands of the sadistic regime.

We heard that you are forming a special task force to prevent arson attacks in Sagaing?

Yes. We plan to form a roughly 150-member force. We have dispatched some of them to
acquire military experience. And we are giving special training to those with firsthand
experience. But it costs more than US$400,000 to arm 100 fighters so we can only start with
what we can afford.

We have nearly $200,000 and we urgently need another $250,000 within two weeks. We
have obtained arms but have yet to pay for them. We also want uniforms and protective
equipment for the special task force.

We told them that once they are trained they will have to fight repeatedly for the people.
They have to do any duty assigned to them to protect the people. | will assign them
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operations in consultation with the PDFs. It will carry out missions upon request. That force
will keep growing in size and area of operations. Its operations will not be limited.

What are the challenges in arming your group?

Every resistance group needs arms and ammunition. | am not being selfish. | share cash
donations with smaller groups but | give priority to my groups when it comes to the
procurement of weapons.

| have called on the National Unity Government [NUG] to arm all the groups. Every group
needs arms and | urge the groups to help each other. We are arming them as much as we
can.

Previously we only had traditional hunting rifles but we bought automatic assault rifles with
public donations. Members of my group are working in many townships to fight the regime.
As our group grows we have a lot of difficulties. We need weapons to continue to fight the
revolution and it cannot progress if we lack arms.

People’s defense forces fighters seize a junta
checkpoint at Sin Phyu Shin Bridge in Yesagyo
Township, Magwe Region, on June 9. / MYG PDF

How are discussions with the NUG on the supply
of arms?

They said they would supply us. We still hope
they will. We believe they will. We were fighting
the revolution before the NUG was formed. We view it as our government and we
cooperate with it. The NUG is our leader and we have asked it to command four of our
battalions.

It has to take responsibility for battalions under its command. But it cannot afford to arm all
those four battalions. We are among the first to start the revolution and we continue to
fight. Groups formed after us have received arms so we want weapons too.

We cover a large area. The civilian ministry of defense should at least arm one if it cannot
arm all four battalions. We are waiting.

What are the military developments in the region?

Clashes have been going on in Kani since May 20. The regime has sent troops to secure jade
vessels on the river. We dispatched troops to wage guerilla warfare on them. They went to
Budalin to attack troops after they heard about torching villages. They clashed with troops
on the border of Kani and Mingin townships and in Pale.

Is the regime targeting any particular townships in Sagaing?

We assume the junta is targeting Sagaing’s plains since the beginning of the monsoon.
Among them are Kani, Yinmabin, Pale, Myaung and Chaung-U. Clashes are also taking place
in Tapayin, Wetlet, Khin-U and Taze.
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Troops are focusing more on the plains. We know the terrain and gain information first. We
fight guerilla warfare. We have gained the upper hand in ambushes and only suffer a few
casualties.

Our enemy as usual harms the people when they suffer casualties. People suffer. But we
have to fight this revolution. If we don’t fight for fear that the junta will harm the people, it
will rule the country as it pleases. We cannot be discouraged by damage caused to the
people. We are already dead and we can only be resurrected when we win this revolution.

We gain the upper hand in the fighting but the people suffer because troops torch villages.

What is your assessment of the junta tactics in Sagaing? How much control does the regime
have following its continuous attacks?

The tactics are obscene. They have powerful weapons and use tanks, artillery and mortars.
But they cannot defeat us. The tactics are the most wicked in the world.

Outside Sagaing, the regime cannot control anywhere in Myanmar. Even in Naypyitaw,
there are explosions and attacks. The resistance movement has only paused for a while
because the junta is using excessive force and committing the cruelest acts.

It cannot control anywhere, even in its cantonment. The junta cannot imagine controlling
Sagaing. We won’t let them get an inch. Sagaing is where humane people have gathered to
bravely fight the revolution. The junta cannot control a place of strong-minded
revolutionaries.

What is the military situation in Sagaing Region during the rainy season?

It is encouraging. Resistance fighters will gain the upper hand. The regime cannot carry out
air strikes in the rain and its troops can only reach easily accessible places.

If they maintain outposts under such circumstances, it is like digging their own graves. They
will have to retreat in the rainy season. If they stay, they only stay to be killed.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/interview/myanmar-resistance-leader-in-sagaing-
says-monsoon-will-bring-victories.html

Nearly 90 Myanmar Junta Soldiers Killed in Clashes With Resistance in North
By THE IRRAWADDY | 13 June 2022

Almost 90 Myanmar junta soldiers were reportedly killed in fierce firefights with the People
Defense Force in Kachin and Chin states and Sagaing Region on Sunday.

Several hours-long intense shootouts between the military detachment of Infantry Battalion
415 and the combined forces of the Kachin Region People’s Defense Force-Myohla and the
Kachin Independence Army (KIA) broke out near a village in Shwegu Township, Kachin State
on Sunday.
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During the firefight in the morning, around 50 regime troops were killed and many others
wounded, KPDF-Myohla claimed.

The shootout intensified in the afternoon when the defeated detachment was reinforced by
Battalion 121. However, it is unclear what happened after that.

Also, another nine regime troops were killed when the KIA used mines to attack a
detachment of 30 regime troops near Namsi Awang Village in Mohnyin Township, Kachin
State on Sunday, according to a local news page and media reports.

However, The Irrawaddy was unable to independently verify the military casualties.

Chin Defense Force-Kanpetlet (CDF-Kanpetlet) claimed to have killed a total of 16 regime
soldiers during fierce firefights in Kanpetlet Township, Chin State on Sunday.

On Sunday morning, an intense clash broke out when the ethnic Chin resistance fighters of
CDF-Kanpetlet attacked regime forces stationed at a camp in the township.

During the intense shootout, 11 regime soldiers were killed but there were no resistance
casualties, CDF-Kanpetlet claimed.

Meanwhile, other resistance fighters also raided regime forces stationed at the township
administration department office in the town of Kanpetlet, to prevent it from sending
reinforcements into the conflict area.

During the raid, another five regime troops were killed, CDF-Kanpetlet said.

Civilian’s Defense and Security Organization of Myaung (CDSOM), a local resistance group,
also claimed to have killed 10 regime soldiers including Pyu Saw Htee pro-regime militia
fighters when a combined force of 14 PDF groups from Mandalay, Magwe and Sagaing
regions attacked regime forces in Myaung Township, Sagaing Region on Sunday.

At 4:30 a.m. on Sunday morning, the combined resistance groups attacked the regime
forces from Pann Nyo Village while they were secretly traveling on motorboats without
using engines along the Ayeyarwaddy River in the township.

On the same morning, the combined forces also attacked a group of 10 regime soldiers
under a tree in Sin Chaung Village on the east bank of the river, using rifle grenades. In the
attack, two junta troops were killed.

At the same time, another seven regime forces including an army captain, a regime-
appointed village administrator and two Pyu Saw Htee militia were killed after being
bombed while they were holding a meeting under a tree adjacent to Nyaung To village, said
CDSOM.

Another regime soldier was gunned down by a PDF sniper. The PDF group said they also
attacked regime forces in the village using two mortar shells.

Later, they abandoned their attacks, because the regime forces used villagers as human
shields, said CDSOM.
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Three other regime soldiers were killed when a combined group of 10 PDFs attacked
military troops burning down farm huts of civilians near Sheinmakar Village in Wetlet
Township, Sagaing Region on Sunday morning.

In the afternoon, the fierce shootout continued when the combined PDFs attempted to
occupy the police outpost in the village, according to the combined forces.

After being defeated, the regime forces also called in an Mi-35 helicopter gunship to attack
the PDFs.

GZ Special Task Force-Wetlet, which coordinated the raid, said three resistance fighters
suffered minor injuries in the raid and they had to retreat due to the junta airstrikes.

Currently, regime forces face daily attacks from PDFs and many ethnic armed groups across
the country.

Meanwhile, the regime has escalated its atrocities, including arbitrary killings of civilians;
arrests and torture; using civilian detainees as human shields; air and artillery strikes on
residential areas; and looting and burning houses, especially in Chin, Kachin, Shan, Kayah
and Karen states and Magwe, Sagaing and Mandalay regions.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/nearly-90-myanmar-junta-soldiers-killed-in-
clashes-with-resistance-in-north.html

Sagaing Villagers Pay Myanmar Junta Troops to Spare Homes
By THE IRRAWADDY | 13 June 2022

Civilians in Chaung-U Township, Sagaing Region, reportedly paid Myanmar regime troops
not to burn down their village on Saturday.

Around 100 soldiers raided Ba Lway village in the southeast of the township and detained
numerous villagers and threatened to burn down the village.

“The soldiers said they had an order to burn the village unless residents paid. Residents
collected all the cash they could find,” said a witness.

The soldiers reportedly torched four houses to comply with their orders.
Ba Lway had about 600 houses.

A Chaung-U Revolution Army commander said: “Other troops will probably burn the village
later. Soldiers loot villages during their raids. We heard the junta wants Sagaing Region to be
a wasteland.”

Residents said troops looted valuables, phones, food and crops. A woman in her 60s died of
a heart attack during an artillery attack before the raid and a three-year-old was shot in the
thigh.
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The troops took 43 male villagers hostage while they advanced on Makyitan village, about
6km away, and they were then released.

In Makyitan 15 out of 37 houses were torched. Raids reportedly continue in the west of the
township.

Chaung-U is a resistance stronghold.

Data for Myanmar, an independent group monitoring junta atrocities, reported on June 3
that an estimated 18,886 houses and other buildings had been burned down since the 2021
coup. Sagaing has suffered the most, losing an estimated 13,840 houses.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/sagaing-villagers-pay-myanmar-junta-troops-to-
spare-homes.html

Myanmar junta troops torch villages along Magway, Sagaing border

Military raids displaced thousands from at least 30 villages along the western bank of the
Chindwin River over the weekend, sources said

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Jun 13, 2022

Smoke rises from Thit Gyi Taw, a village that was
raided by regime forces on June 10 (Supplied)

Regime forces carried out arson attacks
targeting at least 30 villages along the border of
Magway and Sagaing regions over the weekend
after coming under attack late last week.

On Thursday, a combined force of three local
g People’s Defence Force (PDF) groups mounted
an assault on a junta checkpomt located near a bridge that crosses the Chindwin River
between Magway’s Yesagyo Township and Salingyi Township in Sagaing.

Three soldiers were killed in that attack, according to resistance sources. A police officer was
also captured and weapons and ammunition were seized.

In response, a column of around 300 junta troops carried out a series of raids over the
weekend on villages in Salingyi, Yesagyo, and Myaing townships, Wai Gyi, the leader of the
Yesagyo PDF, told Myanmar Now.

On Friday, around 70 homes were destroyed in Thit Gyi Taw, a village in Yesagyo about
10km west of the Sin Phyu Shin bridge, near where the checkpoint was located.

Later that day, the junta column also attacked the neighbouring village of Darn Pin Kan in
Magway’s Myaing Township and detained 13 villagers, according to local sources.

The regime forces then used Darn Pin Kan as their base for further raids on villages to the
north, including Ngar Khon and Ngar Ya Taw, near Salingyi Township.
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According to Wai Gyi, the villages of Gway Gone, Pyae Wa (Byi Ba) and Shar Taw, all located
along the border between Yesagyo and Salingyi, were also attacked.

On Sunday, he said that homes were also set on fire in another village, Lin Sa Kyat.
“They torched Lin Sa Kyat today and it’s still burning till now,” he said.

A member of the Salingyi Township PDF said that at least four houses were destroyed in a
raid on Ngwe Thar, a village located about 8km north of Lin Sa Kyat.

According to local sources, thousands of people from at least 30 villages located along the
western bank of the Chindwin River have been displaced by raids since last week.

Meanwhile, in Mandalay Region’s Myingyan Township, a local PDF group said that it killed
four junta soldiers in the village of Yan Ta Po, about 13km east of the town of Yesagyo, on
Friday.

The Myingyan PDF said that it used snipers to target soldiers stationed in the village, which
is located on the eastern bank of the Ayeyarwady River.

The junta troops, who were accompanied by members of the military-backed Pyu Saw Htee
militia, fired back with heavy artillery for around 30 minutes, but failed to hit any resistance
fighters, the group said.

It added that it had also recently begun to cooperate with other local PDF groups in
neighbouring Sagaing and Magway regions.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-troops-torch-villages-along-
magway-sagaing-border

SAC announces welcome to armed resistance organizations including PDF if they want to
enter legal fold

PUBLISHED 12 JUNE 2022

The information team of the State Administration Council
(SAC) issued a statement on June 11 saying that the State will
accept and welcome armed resistance organizations’
members including PDF (People’s Defence Force) if they are
to enter the legal fold.

POF silmot o megirmdyrans wzSh conkyosctEednfeapieoss
e

Those who were persuaded by the CRPH (the Committee
Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw) and NUG (National Unity
Government) to commit acts of terrorism with intent to
cause utter devastation the country have come to launch
armed resistance under various names of groups including
PDF. Such acts can affect the stability of the State and delay
the effort to promote d Therefore, it is here announced that
the organizations including PDF are welcomed if they enter

§EtacniBinSySaqeants
wobiodgheeg,

Page 10 of 66


https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-troops-torch-villages-along-magway-sagaing-border
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-troops-torch-villages-along-magway-sagaing-border

the legal fold by surrendering their weapons and participate in future work plans of the
country.

The statement also pointed out that the differences in political ideology and ethnic affairs
have led to internal armed conflicts hampering national development.

As the strength of the country lies within, the entire people should cooperate in establishing
a genuine and disciplined multiparty democratic system as per the five-point roadmap of
the State Administration Council, “upon accomplishing the provisions of the state of
emergency, free and fair multiparty democratic elections will be held in line with the 2008
Constitution, and further work will be undertaken to hand over State duties to the winning
party according to democratic standards, and the people participation can enhance these
undertakings in line with “the strength of the country lies within” and “one of the objectives
on political affairs to build a Union based on democracy and federalism through a
disciplined and genuine multiparty democratic system that is fair and just”, the statement
added.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-announces-welcome-to-armed-resistance-
organizations-including-pdf-if-they-want-to-enter

Myanmar Resistance Rejects Junta Calls to Surrender
By THE IRRAWADDY |13 June 2022

Myanmar’s people’s defense forces (PDF) and other resistance fighters have rejected junta
proposals to lay down arms and join them, saying they will never surrender to killers.

In a June 11 announcement, the regime asked resistance fighters to surrender and return to
civilian lives, saying they will be “welcomed” to rejoin society.

The junta has not been able to control the country since the February 2021 coup.

Resistance groups and urban guerrilla forces said they will continue the revolution until the
end.

Taungoo PDF said in a June 12 statement that it will never lay down arms for a murderous
regime which brutally tortures, kills and burns its comrades if they are caught while regime
troops are treated properly under the parallel National Unity Government’s (NUG)
guidelines.

“There is no reason to return to the regime and let it enslave us. We would like to invite
those who are calling us to lay down arms back to turn to the people’s embrace,” it said.

Bo Thanmani of Khin-U PDF in Sagaing Region told The Irrawaddy that the request showed
the junta was suffering heavily.

“They are starting to realize they can’t beat us,” he said.

Bo Thanmani said resistance groups will never accept junta calls.
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“We have sacrificed a lot. Many lives have been lost. We will never stop until we win,” he
added.

The junta declared the NUG and its armed wing, the PDFs, terrorist organizations and has
refused to consider talks.

It has vowed to eliminate the PDFs and all other opponents of its rule. However, the
announcement did not refer to the PDFs as “terrorist groups”, as it has previously.

The announcement blamed the NUG and its parliamentary committee for launching the
armed resistance movement.

After the junta began killing peaceful protesters, activists took up arms in late March last
year.

On Sept. 7, the NUG declared a “people’s war” against the regime to root out military rule,
taking the armed struggle against the junta to another level.

According to the NUG’s defense ministry, 259 PDFs have been formed with approximately
80,000 to 100,000 members. There are also around 250 township-based forces and 400
guerrilla forces and most are in contact with the NUG, according to the shadow
government.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-resistance-rejects-junta-calls-to-
surrender.html

Resistance forces reject junta’s call to surrender

PDF leaders dismiss the military announcement as an attempt at public distraction amid
major casualties

Myanmar Now | Published on Jun 14, 2022

B PDF members seen during training (96 Soldiers-PDF)

Leaders of anti-junta People’s Defence Force (PDF)
chapters rejected a Saturday call by the Myanmar
army for their groups to surrender.

The military council’s announcement follows
unprecedented nationwide armed resistance to the
coup regime that attempted to seize power in
February last year. Despite launching major offensives in an effort to crush opposing forces,
the junta’s administration remains unable to establish control over territory governed by
ethnic armed organisations or liberated by newly formed guerrilla forces.

Despite repeatedly referring to the PDFs as “terrorists,” the military refrained from labeling
them as such in the weekend statement, which suggested they could collaborate in the
future.
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Naga, the leader of the Myanmar Royal Naga Army, a defence force based in Sagaing
Region’s Pale Township, dismissed the call as an attempt to “distract the public from seeing
the military’s losses.”

“They’re going to lose if the resistance continues,” he told Myanmar Now. “They no longer
have the power to face us. The public needs to think critically now. All the military council
has right now are weapons—nothing else.”

He pointed to the military’s recent rejection of peace talks with PDFs as a demonstration of
their lack of sincerity.

Salai Tuan Ling Thang, a spokesperson for the Chinland Defence Force based in Kanpetlet,
southern Chin State, attributed the military’s offer of surrender to the major casualties that
they have allegedly suffered in battles with resistance forces.

“We will never surrender to the military, no matter how hard or rough it gets. We will fight
until the end,” he said. “Min Aung Hlaing is losing. Junta soldiers should surrender before it’s
too late.”

Reuters reported over the weekend that US State Department senior advisor Derek Chollet
said after visiting the Thai-Myanmar border that it was difficult to see “how [the military]
could realistically think they can win” against the resistance and instead urged them to
undertake a democratic path.

Secretary of the civilian National Unity Government’s defence ministry Naing Htoo Aung
echoed the statements of PDF leaders in rejecting the junta’s call for surrender as a
distraction.

“This is their next step: pitching the public against one another through sugar-coated
offers,” he said.

Mhaing, an officer in a Shwebo-based PDF in Sagaing, said that the Myanmar army is the
institution that may want to consider surrender—to the people of the country.

“They can destroy all of our belongings but they can never destroy our spirits,” he said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/resistance-forces-reject-juntas-call-to-surrender

Myanmar’s armed resistance rejects junta call for surrender

They say the military regime cannot be trusted and must pay for its crimes against civilians.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.06.13

Members of the Demawso Township PDF in Myanmar's
Kayah state, in a file photo. Demawso Township PDF

Myanmar’s armed resistance has dismissed an
unprecedented call by the junta to surrender as a “sugar-
coated offer” by a regime that must pay for its war crimes
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against civilians, as a new report found the military responsible for nearly 20,000 arson
attacks since it’s 2021 coup.

In a statement published in both Burmese and English by Myanmar’s state-run
newspapers on Monday, the junta’s Information Team announced that all members of
the armed resistance — including the pro-democracy People’s Defense Force (PDF)
paramilitary group it has labeled a terrorist organization — will be allowed to return to
civilian life if they willingly lay down their arms.

The junta blamed “political adversaries and disagreements in ethnic affairs” for
Myanmar’s internal armed conflicts, which it said had hampered development, and called
for “unity” to heal the nation.

“Those who were persuaded by terrorist groups ... to commit acts of terrorism leading to
the utter devastation of the country and launch armed resistance under various names of
groups including PDF ... affect the stability of the State and ensue delay in ways to
democracy,” the statement said.

“Therefore, it is here announced that the organizations, including PDF, are welcomed if
they enter the legal fold [to return to] their normal civilian lives by surrendering their
weapons, [and] following rules and regulations to participate in future work plans of the
country.”

Various armed resistance groups that have sworn loyalty to Myanmar’s shadow National
Unity Government (NUG) told RFA Burmese that surrender to the junta is “impossible,”
citing the devastation it had wrought on the country since the Feb. 1, 2021 takeover.
Others said the military cannot be trusted and suggested that its call for surrender is a
sign of weakness.

“If we had thought surrender was a possibility at the beginning, we would never have
started the revolution,” said a spokesman for PDF in Kayah state’s Demawso township,
speaking on condition of anonymity.

“We will never surrender. We’ll never trust the military which has ruled us for over 70
years and wants to brainwash us, no matter what they say.”

A spokesman for the Myingyu township PDF in Sagaing region, who also declined to be
named, said his group will also continue its fight against the military.

“As far as we know, they are weakening. | think they are making this offer because they
have suffered heavy casualties during their offensive in our township,” he said.

“We blew up their convoys with landmines whenever they passed through our territory,
and they suffered a lot. We will never surrender to them but fight to the end.”

A member of the Chinland Defense Force, which was fighting the junta in Chin state
before the NUG was formed in April last year, said his group had barely acknowledged
Monday’s offer.
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“We have determined to wipe out the military dictatorship. That is why we have taken up
arms against them and reached this stage,” he said.

“Frankly speaking, we don’t even need to comment on their offer.”

Myanmar's military chief Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing (2nd from R) arrives for the fourth session of
the 21st-Century Panglong Conference, Aug. 19,
2020.Credit: AFP

Doubts over junta’s claims

Naing Htoo Aung, shadow defense secretary, said
the NUG will not consider the offer because the junta is “untrustworthy.”

“It is unbelievable that these people, who are currently committing atrocities and killing
innocent people and burning villages, have asked us to surrender our weapons and return
to civilian life,” he said. “We all know that we cannot believe [this offer].”

Naing Htoo Aung called Monday’s offer “sugar-coated,” and vowed to hold the junta
responsible for the death and destruction it has sown over the past 16 months.

The NUG claimed last month that it had already formed more than 250 battalions across
the country and established links to more than 400 PDF units, suggesting it was more
than capable of defeating the military regime.

Sai Kyi Zin Soe, a Myanmar-based analyst, questioned why the junta would expect the
PDF to disarm without removing the group from its list of terrorist organizations.

“After all, it is difficult for people who have suffered because of the junta actions, to give
up their weapons,” he said.

“In this age, when news travels fast, the military cannot make up stories and fool people
like the previous juntas.”

Monday’s offer came days after U.S. State Department adviser Derek Chollet told
reporters in Bangkok that the junta should return Myanmar to the path of democracy as
it appears unable to crush the opposition. He also noted that the military has suffered
heavy casualties in its fight with the resistance.

The smoldering remains of Kebar village in Sagaing
region's Ayeyarwaddy township, Dec. 13, 2021.

Earlier this month, independent research group the
Institute for Strategy and Policy (ISP Myanmar) said
that it had documented more than 4,600 clashes
between PDF units and the military as of May 15.
More than half of them occurred in Kayin state,
while the second most took place in Sagaing region.
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Junta chief Snr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing in April called on Myanmar’s ethnic armed groups
to hold peace talks and end armed conflict with the military, but he refused to meet with
the PDF.

Nearly 20,000 houses razed

The junta’s invitation to surrender also came less than a week after local watchdog group
Data for Myanmar issued a report which found that junta troops and military proxy
groups had burned down 18,886 homes across the country between last year’s coup and
the end of May 2022.

According to the report, villages in Sagaing were the hardest hit by the junta, with 13,840
houses destroyed, while those in Magway region and Chin state came in second and
third. It said that 7,146 homes were set on fire in May alone — the highest monthly figure
since the coup.

Legal experts and analysts told RFA on Monday that the widespread use of arson against
civilians amounts to war crimes and said the junta must be held accountable for its
actions.

Min Lwin Oo, a human rights lawyer, said the perpetrators of the arson should be tried in
international courts.

“The military junta is committing war crimes,” he said. “In order to take action, it is
important to have solid facts, and whoever is collecting information should find out who
the perpetrators were and how the orders are carried out.”

NUG Minister for Human Rights Aung Myo Min said evidence is being collected for what
the shadow government hopes will be a trial at the International Criminal Court.

“We have been informed by residents of the villages that have been burnt down, and we
are conducting a thorough re-investigation and gathering evidence,” he said.

“Telling the world what is happening is key to ensuring that prompt action is taken
against the junta.”

Calls to junta Deputy Information Minister Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun seeking comment on
the report’s findings went unanswered Monday. In earlier interviews, he had denied that
the military was responsible for the arson and instead blamed it on local PDF units.

Nay Zin Latt, a former member of parliament for the deposed National League for
Democracy party in Sagaing’s Kanbalu township, told RFA that the military has falsely
claimed to be following a “code of conduct” on the battlefield by avoiding civilian
casualties.

“They set fires to villages. They arrest and kill innocent villagers,” he said.

“No matter how they try, they cannot hide all these crimes because the villagers
themselves saw their houses being burnt down, their families and friends being killed.
The facts are indisputable.”
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A resident of Kan Thit village in Sagaing’s Khin Oo township, whose house was burnt
down during a military raid, said that he and his fellow villagers are “only asking for a
little bit of justice so that we can live in peace.”

“l want the international community to know what has happened so that we can put an
end to the cruelty that befallen us,” he said.

According to Thai rights group Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, authorities in
Myanmar have killed 1,937 civilians since last year’s coup, mostly during peaceful anti-
junta protests.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/surrender-06132022194951.html

USDP gathering ends with leadership disputes unresolved

A meeting of the military proxy party’s central committee failed to settle issues related to its
chair’s continued hold on power

Sa Tun Aung | Published on Jun 13, 2022

USDP chair Than Htay, centre, is seen during the party’s
assembly meeting, held in Naypyitaw on June 8-9 (USDP)

A two-day meeting of central committee members from
the military-backed Union Solidarity and Development
Party (USDP) ended last week without resolving key
issues related to the party’s leadership, according to
party sources.

The gathering, held on Wednesday and Thursday at the party’s headquarters in Naypyitaw,
was the first to take place since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic more than two years
ago.

In addition to central committee members, the assembly was attended by a number of
former generals who had been missing from the public eye in recent years.

But it was the party’s chair, Than Htay, who was the focus of most attention, as some in the
party expressed dissatisfaction with his continued tenure more than a year after completing
his five-year term.

In particular, there were murmurs of discontent over changes he made to party rules during
the pandemic to allow himself to hold onto his position.

According to a party source, Than Htay opened the meeting with calls to enshrine
amendments he had made since the last party assembly, including one extending the chair’s
term.
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“He wants to extend his term in an unfair and unjust manner. It’s essentially an abuse of
authority. It made him look really bad,” said the source, who asked to remain anonymous.

Angry reaction

One person who took especially strong exception to Than Htay’s efforts to stay in power
was Hla Swe, better known as Bullet Hla Swe, a former USDP lawmaker known for courting
controversy.

According to one person who attended the gathering, Thein Aung, the former chief minister
of Ayeyarwady region, had to intervene as the discussion became heated after Hla Swe and
others reacted angrily to Than Htay’s plans.

Myanmar Now reached out to Hla Swe for his views on the issue, but he declined to
comment.

Hla Swe addresses other members of the USDP
central committee during a party assembly held in
Naypyitaw on June 8-9 (USDP)

However, in an interview with the BBC Burmese-
language service, he said that if Than Htay wanted
to extend his term, he would have to “call for a
party meeting and re-elect central executive
members.”

In the chaos that greeted Than Htay’s attempts to solidify his status as chair, no decision
was made about the amendments. However, it was agreed to let the party’s Central
Executive Committee (CEC) settle the matter.

The issue remained unresolved following an emergency CEC meeting held on Friday, but
sources said it was likely that major changes in the party’s leadership would be announced
at a party conference due to be held in the next few months.

Min Aung Hlaing as president?

There were also reports that some senior figures within the USDP are at odds with the
leader of Myanmar’s coup regime, Senior General Min Aung Hlaing.

“l can confirm that the junta chief and the USDP leaders are on very bad terms right now,”
said a retired lieutenant colonel who is close to several members of the military council.

However, Min Aung Hlaing was also said to have a number of allies among the party’s
leader, including vice chair Khin Yee and Wunna Maung Lwin, who is serving as the regime’s
foreign minister, as well as Thaung Aye and Mingin Maung Myint.

Yin Min Myint Swe, a USDP spokesperson, said that part of the reason for last week'’s
meeting was to discuss preparations for elections slated for next year.
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The junta, which overturned the results of the 2020 election after the USDP lost in a
landslide to the ousted ruling party, the National League for Democracy (NLD), has declared
that a general election will be held in August 2023.

The USDP is widely expected to win that election, as it did in 2010, when the NLD did not
contest.

While the violent aftermath of last year’s coup, which resulted in the emergence of an
armed resistance movement in many parts of the country, is one major reason for delaying
the election, another is Min Aung Hlaing’s determination to become president, according to
political analyst Than Soe Naing.

“He is desperate to become president. He will just keep trying to shuffle one political
situation after another around to steer things in that direction,” he said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/usdp-gathering-ends-with-leadership-disputes-
unresolved

Myanmar Junta Rejects Cambodia’s Plea not to Execute Activists
By THE IRRAWADDY | 13 June 2022

In a demonstration of its determination to execute two democracy activists on death row,
Myanmar’s military regime has turned down their ally’s request to refrain from carrying out
the death sentences.

On Friday, Cambodia’s Prime Minister Hun Sen sent a letter to junta chief Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing urging him “to reconsider” and “refrain” from executing ousted National
League for Democracy lawmaker Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw and veteran democracy activist Ko
Jimmy. Hun Sen said the proposed executions were attracting “great concern among the
members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and its external partners.”

However, the junta’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs replied to Cambodia on Saturday with legal
explanations on why the death sentences have to be carried out, as well as detailing the
alleged crimes committed by Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw and Ko Jimmy, BBC Burmese reported.

Cambodia is the current chair of ASEAN and Myanmar is a member of the bloc, although it
has been excluded from recent meetings for failing to adhere to ASEAN’s plan to resolve the
crisis in the country. Hun Sen is close to Min Aung Hlaing and is the only foreign prime
minister to have met the junta chief in person while others, even some ASEAN members,
shun the regime chief for his coup.

In his letter to Min Aung Hlaing, Hun Sen said the planned executions, if carried out, will
trigger very strong and widespread negative reaction from the international community,
while having a devastating effect on ASEAN and Cambodia’s efforts to help Myanmar return
to normalcy.
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“I would like to earnestly request you and the State Administrative Council [SAC —the
regime’s governing body] to reconsider the sentences and refrain from carrying out the
death sentences given to those anti-SAC individuals,” wrote Hun Sen.

A junta military tribunal handed down death sentences to Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw and Ko Jimmy
in January on terrorism charges after accusing them of masterminding armed resistance
against the regime in Yangon.

Earlier this month, the regime spokesperson confirmed that the pair would be executed
along with Ko Hla Myo Aung and Ko Aung Thura Zaw, who were earlier sentenced to death
for killing a woman who was an alleged military informant.

If the hangings are carried out, they will be the first executions to take place in Myanmar
since 1976.

The international community has already condemned the proposed executions. The
spokesperson for the United Nations Secretary-General said it was a “blatant violation of
the right to life, liberty and security of persons”, referring to an article in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. France’s embassy in Yangon also denounced the plan by
calling the junta an “illegitimate military government”, prompting the regime to warn
France that it was threatening bilateral ties.

Ma Nilar Thein, the wife of Ko Jimmy, said the junta has to be held responsible for its blatant
violations of human rights. Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw’s wife Ma Thazin Nyunt Aung urged the
international community not to stand by and let the regime kill her husband.

A total of 114 people have been sentenced to death since last year’s coup, two of them
minors, including students and anti-junta activists.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-rejects-cambodias-plea-not-to-
execute-activists.html

Asean needs more detailed plan for Myanmar crisis: Malaysia
PUBLISHED 12 JUNE 2022 | REF : STRAITS TIMES/ANN

SINGAPORE - Malaysia's Foreign Minister Saifuddin
Abdullah on Saturday (June 11) said Asean needs a more
detailed road map for tackling the Myanmar crisis,
suggesting that it sets a time frame and lists the
stakeholders in efforts to end the conflict.

This comes as the regional bloc faces a lack of progress in
achieving its five-point consensus that was drawn up a year ago.

The consensus calls for Myanmar to end hostilities, initiate dialogue, allow humanitarian
support, grant a special envoy full access in the country and allow the envoy to facilitate
mediation of the dialogue process.
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Speaking at the Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore, Datuk Seri Saifuddin cited time frame and
stakeholders as two missing elements in the current consensus.

"We don't seem to have a time frame (on) when do we get certain things done, who do we
meet... The five-point consensus didn't outline who are the stakeholders," he said at a
special session on Myanmar: Finding The Way Forward.

In a Facebook post later, Mr Saifuddin said the stakeholders must include ousted leader
Aung San Suu Kyi, former president Win Myint, Myanmar's shadow government the
National Unity Government (NUG), as well as the National Unity Consultative Council.

He added that humanitarian aid and Covid-19 vaccination must be given top priority, and
there must be no hindrance or discrimination against humanitarian and cross-border aid
which must include local civil society organisations.

Myanmar has been in chaos since the military seized power from the elected government of
Ms Suu Kyi last year.

This sparked widespread protests and unrest that the military has sought to crush by force.

The ousted leader has been sentenced to 11 years in prison, but faces the prospect of more
than 100 years on 17 charges.

The NUG, dominated by lawmakers from her National League for Democracy, is working to
overturn the military takeover.

At the forum, Mr Saifuddin also suggested strengthening the role of the Asean special
envoy, who is currently Mr Prak Sokhonn, Cambodia's Foreign Minister.

Mr Saifuddin said: "I haven't spoken to my (Asean) colleagues yet but we are meeting
informally in Delhi for the Asean-India foreign ministers' meeting on June 16 to 17, and |
think in that informal meeting, | will ask my friends to seriously look into how we can
strengthen the role of the Asean special envoy."

Another speaker, United Nations' special envoy on Myanmar Noeleen Heyzer, painted a
grim picture of the situation there, saying that both the ruling military and its opponents
think they can prevail through the use of violence.

She said the positions of both sides have hardened, with no desire to engage in talks or find
a way out of the crisis.

As a result, people's lives and livelihoods have been severely disrupted, with one million
displaced internally, villages and civilian infrastructure destroyed and 7.8 million children
out of school.

Because of the sufferings, some local leaders feel that changes must be made, said Dr
Heyzer.

"They've asked me to establish a platform on greater inclusive dialogue to address problems
that need to be resolved such as the humanitarian situation and the need to protect women
and children," she said.
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Counsellor of the US State Department Derek Chollet told the forum that Myanmar remains
a top priority for the United States and it seeks to support Myanmar's democracy and put
political and economic pressure on the military government.

"The road ahead is going to be very difficult, there won't be any silver bullets," he said.

"We must remain focused on supporting the people of Myanmar and their struggle to put
their country on the path to democracy."

However, special Thai envoy for Myanmar Pornpimol Kanchanalak said punitive measures
such as sanctions and ostracism have diminishing returns.

She added that since the ruling military has announced that it will hold elections in August
next year, benefit of the doubt must be given to it for the sake of moving the peace process
forward.

"We must take it at face value, to suspend our disbelief and work from there in good faith.

"Efforts must be made to create a mutual space to bring all the stakeholders together to
identify the necessary conditions for the intended outcome," she said.

"The process may take two steps forward and one step back, but patience is required as
long as it's moving in (the) right direction."

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/asean-needs-more-detailed-plan-for-myanmar-crisis-
malaysia

ASEAN and the Cycles of History
By THITINAN PONGSUDHIRAK |13 June 2022

The simmering geopolitical tensions between the United States and China, and Russia’s
ongoing invasion of Ukraine have turned the tide of history back to its historical norm. It is
easy to see the global stage today as full of tension, confrontation and conflict in a recurrent
fashion. But it is worth recalling that merely 30 years ago, the world was in a different phase
where a lasting peace seemed viable.

At that time, it looked like the cyclical nature of world history as alternating between war
and peace could be put to an end with the right measure and mix of realization and
commitment on one hand and corresponding rules and institutions on the other. The “total
war” started by Nazi Germany in Europe and Imperial Japan in Asia seemed to mark a
turning point. The “European Project” was the principal by-product of integration and
enmeshment that could ostensibly escape the recurrent waves of war and peace.

For seven decades from the end of World War Il, the curve of history was being bent into a
line, a linear trajectory from the cyclicality of the past. Europeans know all too well the
heady and giddy years of European integration. By 1992, building on previous agreements
dating to the 1950s, the Maastricht Treaty had come into place to cement Europe’s way
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forward from the rubble of war and the collective vision of its early post-war leaders, such
as Konrad Adenauer, Robert Schuman and Jean Monnet.

The resulting European Union’s linear progression had a good run until the past decade or
so, its momentum halted by “Brexit”, namely the United Kingdom’s withdrawal, and now
Russian aggression against Ukraine, which many have called “Putin’s war”. This war may
have revitalized and re-energized the EU’s purpose, resolve and commitment to hang tight
together, recommitted the UK to counter Russia on the continent via military assistance to
Ukraine, rebooted the US’s role in Europe, and thereby renewed the Atlantic Alliance. Yet it
is inescapable that linearity is finished, as the cyclicality of history has reared its ugly head
anew.

The end of linearity means we are back in a new round of confrontation and conflict, this
time led by but not exclusively confined to the US-China geostrategic rivalry and
competition. The US-China contest has too often been depicted in binary, either/or terms as
if the choice and outcome move between 0 and 1. Such a binary view is useful up to a point.
Beyond such point, it becomes misleading.

For example, the either/or between democratic America and autocratic China helps us to
understand regime types in Southeast Asia and some parts of the developing world. The
correlation between authoritarian regimes in developing countries being sympathetic and
supportive of China is noticeable, whereas more democratic forms of government have
found consonance in the US’s emphasis on elections and democracy with attendant basic
rights and freedoms.

This US-China dichotomy is particularly applicable in Southeast Asia. Cambodia and Laos are
all-in on China, with Brunei, Myanmar and Thailand leaning in the same direction. The other
side comprises more-or-less pro-democracy regimes in Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines,
and Singapore, with autocratic Vietnam as the outlier for being critical of China on political-
security matters but dependent on Beijing for trade, investment and overall economic
partnership. In fact, as regional surveys have pointed out, the broader trend is that
Southeast Asian states rely on China for growth and development and look to the US for
counterbalance when it comes to regional security maintenance and the avoidance of
Chinese hegemony.

Moreover, the US-China binary has limits because at any given time there are other major
powers in the Southeast Asia mix. No country around here looks only to China or America
without diplomatic regard and economic and strategic ties with Japan, India, Australia,
South Korea, and the EU, particularly its substantial members such as France and Germany.
Now the UK is charting its own path as a major player in the region. So the binary can be
misleading because not all is about the US and China.

In addition, the US-China binary can be too static and unable to capture emerging dynamics
and patterns. China, for instance, is facing difficulties overcoming COVID-19, with an
economic slowdown and domestic pressure in view of the 20th Party Congress of the
Chinese Communist Party and President Xi Jinping’s unprecedented third term. Indeed,
post-COVID China is less dynamic than pre-COVID China. Not long ago, there was much talk
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and speculation about the “Asian Century”, even a “Chinese Century” and “Pax Sinica” with
a China-centered global order. The specter of China’s centennial dominance somehow now
rings faintly, much less convincing than before. The US is in no better shape, deeply
polarized within and self-conflicted, with regular gun violence and domestic crises that
distract from its superpower role abroad.

The upshot for Thailand’s neighborhood is that ASEAN will become more of a motley
mainland-maritime region of divergent regime types, geographically divided by the South
China Sea, and less of an effective organization based on “ASEAN centrality”. This
neighborhood as a regional organization is a recent phenomenon. What we are seeing in
Southeast Asia is also a return to its roots as a region. It does not mean ASEAN will perish.
The grouping, now effectively down to nine members after Myanmar’s coup in February
2021 and civil war since, will still hold meetings and try to convene major gatherings.

But the ASEAN narrative that underpinned the ASEAN charter has lost luster. For ASEAN to
thrive, the major powers around it have to orbit in rough balance and be at relative peace.
When the major powers are in conflict, ASEAN gets picked apart and becomes more of a
divided region.

For Thailand, navigating the rocky global horizon with looming headwinds is a familiar
challenge. In a world of more self-help and less global cooperation and collective action,
Thailand has a solid track record of nifty survival, especially if it can restore a domestic
consensus on how the country should be governed and where it should position itself on the
wider geostrategic canvas.

Thitinan Pongsudhirak, PhD, is professor at the Faculty of Political Science and director of its
Institute of Security and International Studies at Chulalongkorn University.

This article first appeared in The Bangkok Post.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/asean-and-the-cycles-of-history.html

‘No Chance’ Myanmar Polls Will Be Free and Fair: US Official
By AFP | 13 June 2022

A top US government official said Saturday there was “no chance” the Myanmar junta’s
planned elections next year would be free and fair.

Myanmar has been in turmoil and its economy paralyzed since the February 2021 coup that
ousted civilian leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy won a landslide victory in
November 2020 elections but the military alleged voter fraud to justify the coup.

US State Department Counsellor Derek Chollet cast doubt over the junta’s pledge to hold
new elections in August 2023.
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“I think there’s no chance it could be free and fair, and it can be an attempt to just
manipulate the region, the international community,” Chollet told the Shangri-La Dialogue
in Singapore.

Almost 2,000 civilians have been killed in the junta’s crackdown on dissent and more than
14,000 people have been arrested.

UN Special Envoy for Myanmar Noeleen Heyzer — who has not been allowed to visit the
country since she took up the role late last year — fears an illegitimate poll could cause
further unrest.

She said unless Myanmar citizens had faith the election would lead the country back to
“proper civilian rule” and the will of the people would be respected, it could be a “trigger
point for greater violence”.

Thai Foreign Ministry representative Pornpimol Kanchanalak however argued the
international community should not get “stuck in cancel rhetoric”.

“Condemnations, sanctions, ostracization... have reached diminishing returns,” she said.

Pornpimol acknowledged concerns about the upcoming poll but said the international
community must take the junta’s commitment to hold elections “at face value”.

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)—a bloc of 10 countries including
Myanmar—has led stalled diplomatic efforts to resolve the crisis.

Malaysian Foreign Minister Saifuddin Abdullah urged ASEAN countries go back to the
drawing board and set deadlines on the “Five-Point Consensus” reached in Jakarta in April
2021, which calls for a cessation of violence and “constructive dialogue”.

He said there had been no discussions about booting Myanmar out of the bloc.

Chollet confirmed Washington “was not currently thinking about” supplying weapons to
anti-coup fighters in Myanmar despite requests for support like that being given to Ukraine
following the Russian invasion.

Post-coup violence has pushed the number of displaced people in Myanmar to more than 1
million for the first time, the UN said in early June, voicing concerns about a lack of
humanitarian assistance as well as the monsoon season.

Since she was ousted, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has been in military custody and faces a raft of
charges that could result in her being jailed for more than 150 years.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/no-chance-myanmar-polls-will-be-free-and-fair-
us-official.html
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US State Dept Counselor Calls Myanmar Military ‘Bunch of Thugs’
By THE IRRAWADDY | 13 June 2022

BANGKOK—US State Department Counselor Derek Chollet called Myanmar’s military “a
bunch of thugs” suffering “serious losses” in their fight against their own people, who have
been resisting military rule in the country.

The comment comes as the junta struggles to control the country, which has been gripped
by an unwavering popular armed resistance against the regime following the military
takeover in February last year.

Given the ongoing circumstances in Myanmar, Chollet said the regime was finding itself
increasingly isolated, not just internationally but at home.

“They’re not winning. They’re losing territory. Their military is taking serious losses,” he told
The Irrawaddy in a recent interview.

Last week, US State Department Counselor Derek Chollet visited Thailand where he also met
with senior Thai officials in Bangkok.

He later visited the Thailand-Myanmar border and his delegation visited the Mae La Refugee
Camp in Tak Province and then toured the Mae Tao Clinic, which has provided a health
lifeline for Myanmar refugees in Mae Sot and surrounding areas for decades.

“‘& \ Inn Ma Village in Chaung U Township after a

raid by regime troops in April

After returning from the border, Chollet told
The Irrawaddy that Washington’s message to
the regime was simple: End the fighting and
return to the path of democracy.

He said the regime was trying to create a new reality after its military proxy party lost the
2020 election.

“But it’s quite clear that what we’ve seen inside Burma is that the people are not going to
accept that,” he said, using Myanmar’s former name.

When asked about his impression of the regime’s extrajudicial killings of civilians, arbitrary
arrests and torching villages in central Myanmar in response to armed resistance
there, Chollet said they were not things a model military does.

“They are not acting as a professional military. They are acting like a bunch of thugs,” he
said.

As of May 26, more than 1 million people had been displaced in Myanmar, with more than
half of them losing their homes since the Feb. 1, 2021 military coup, and 12,700 houses,
religious buildings and schools had been destroyed, according to the UN.

Engaging with the NUG
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The US recently increased its diplomatic engagement with Myanmar’s opposition and like-
minded countries in the region to pressure the regime in Naypyitaw. “We are working [to]
give the opposition our best advice” as well as to “address urgent humanitarian needs,”
Chollet said, noting that at least tens of thousands of people have been displaced by the
regime’s raids and fighting.

Last month, Daw Zin Mar Aung, foreign minister of Myanmar’s shadow National Unity
Government (NUG), met with Wendy Sherman, US deputy secretary of state, in Washington
on the sidelines of the US-ASEAN summit. Myanmar regime leader Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing was not invited to the summit.

Chollet told The Irrawaddy the US will continue to engage with the NUG on capacity building
and supporting the Myanmar democratic movement. The shadow government is now trying
to establish its administration and education system in some resistance stronghold areas in
the country.

“It’s a huge challenge where there’s expectations placed upon you from people inside and
how you learn about just the basic tasks of administration and keeping the trains running,
schools opened and electricity. A lot of that knowledge has left. So, in areas outside of
regime control, how can you maintain these services? There is capacity building that we can
provide,” he said.

Chollet said Myanmar people have shown tremendous resilience, courage, and bravery
throughout their fight against the regime, adding that their suffering over the last 18
months has been horrendous.

“What's striking, however, is you still see so much hope and optimism in the fight for their
country—whether they’re in Burma, or whether they’ve left and they’re trying to help on
the outside,” referring to the determination of the majority of Myanmar people that their
cause against the regime must prevail, and their effort to support it by all means.

Working with ASEAN, talking to others

Since the coup, ASEAN leaders have faced challenges and criticism, as the regional grouping
is known to lack political capital in solving the decades-old crisis in Myanmar. There has also
been strong criticism of ASEAN’s peace plan for Myanmar. So far regime chief Min Aung
Hlaing has failed to honor most of the points in the plan. Myanmar opposition and rights
groups have criticized it as a failure but also expressed concern that the US and Western
governments are outsourcing the issue to ASEAN and hiding behind the bloc.

An aerial view of the destruction caused by a
regime raid on a village in Sagaing.

Chollet countered the criticism, saying that ASEAN
is “taking steps that | think few predicted,”
referring to the bloc’s exclusion of the junta
leadership from its summits due to Min Aung
Hlaing’s failure to implement the peace plan.
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“There was doubt they would agree to the decision to disinvite political representation by
the regime in high-level meetings and then stick to that position. It’s not easy to get to that
point. It sounds a little self-serving, but | do think the US advocacy with the ASEAN partners
to first make the decision to not invite Burma to a high-level meeting and stick to that
decision matters. In individual ASEAN states, in Singapore, Indonesia, Malaysia—they are
quite helpful and active.”

He also said that the US is working with ASEAN and had also been very active in talking to
the UK, Australia, the EU, Japan and Korea about ways to work together to help people
inside Myanmar.

“It’s incumbent upon us to do whatever we can to support this,” he said.
On China

Chollet also commented on Myanmar’s powerful neighbor China, which has been
supporting the regime.

In April, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi told his Myanmar counterpart Wunna Maung
Lwin that China will support Myanmar’s military government “no matter how the situation
changes” in the country.

Chollet said he thought China had been pretty quiet on this front recently, adding that the
US interest in Myanmar was not just about China.

He said he was not aware that China had worked in any way to try to push back on ASEAN,
while admitting that China had a complicated relationship with the junta.

“And, you know, | would say we don’t want them [China] to be part of the problem. We
hope that they can be part of the solution.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/us-state-dept-counselor-calls-myanmar-military-
bunch-of-thugs.html

World Bank Says Myanmar Economy Too Chaotic to Offer GDP Forecast
By NORA AUNG | 13 June 2022

The economy of Myanmar has contracted so sharply since the military coup on Feb. 1, 2021
that the World Bank has declined to issue growth forecasts for the country beyond fiscal
2021.

“Forecast[s] for Myanmar beyond 2021 are excluded because of a high degree of
uncertainty,” the World Bank stated in its Global Economic Prospects report released on
June 7.

Myanmar’s economy shrank by 18 percent in FY2021, it said.

Myanmar is the only country in the East Asia and Pacific region for which the World Bank
did not issue Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth forecasts for the coming years. The

Page 28 of 66


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/us-state-dept-counselor-calls-myanmar-military-bunch-of-thugs.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/us-state-dept-counselor-calls-myanmar-military-bunch-of-thugs.html

country posted economic growth of 6.8% in 2019 and 3.2% in 2020 but the figure stood at -
18% in 2021.

Since last year’s military takeover, Myanmar’s economy has been in a downward spiral, with
major international investors fleeing the country, banks barely functioning and inflation
rising amid daily clashes between regime troops and anti-junta forces across the country.
The junta has aggravated the situation by imposing foreign currency and trade regulations,
wreaking havoc on import and export markets and sparking fuel shortages, even in the big
commercial centers.

“Near-term outlook remains fragile owing to sharply higher input prices, recurring electricity
outages, escalating conflict, and the recent introduction of trade and foreign exchange
restrictions,” the World Bank said.

Regime spokesperson Major General Zaw Min Tun has attempted to put a positive spin on
things, announcing that about USS$3.98 billion of foreign direct investment (FDI) entered
Myanmar from Feb. 1, 2021 through end-May 2022. The electricity sector received the most
FDI with $3.1 billion and created 48,877 jobs, he said at a press conference on June 3.

However, the International Labor Organization said on Jan. 28 that Myanmar lost about 1.6
million jobs in 2021 due to the combined effects of the COVID-19 pandemic and military
coup.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/world-bank-says-myanmar-economy-too-
chaotic-to-offer-gdp-forecast.html

NUG delegation meets with Swedish govt to discuss Myanmar affairs

By Mizzima | 13 June 2022

The National Unity Government (NUG) announced last
week that their foreign ministry delegation met with
the Swedish Minister of Foreign Affairs to discuss the
Myanmar crisis and struggle for democracy.

NUG Union Minister for Foreign Affairs Daw Zin Mar
Aung and Sweden’s Minister for Foreign Affairs Ann
iy Linde, met and discussed related issues in cooperation
between the two countries on 8 June.

In addition to discussion about the Myanmar revolution and struggle for a federal
democratic union, humanitarian assistance and the ongoing acts of terrorism committed by
the Military Council were also touched upon during the meeting.

After the meeting, Sweden’s Minister for Foreign Affairs remarked on her Twitter page that
she supports the pro-democracy movement of the Myanmar People.
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The visit to Sweden followed an earlier trip to the USA. NUG Union Minister for Foreign
Affairs Daw Zin Mar Aung visited Washington DC from 11 to 22 May during the US-ASEAN
summit and met with US officials and leaders from the Association of south East Asian
Nations (ASEAN) countries.

Currently, the Military Council is losing on the diplomatic front compared with NUG
government. On 4 June, the French Embassy in Yangon referred to the Military Council as
“an illegitimate military regime”, sparking a furor in Naypyidaw.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/nug-delegation-meets-swedish-govt-discuss-myanmar-
affairs

ALP is latest ethnic armed group to engage with junta as doubts persist

DMG Newsroom | 12 June 2022, Sittwe

Photo- Arakan Liberation Party

As the Arakan Liberation Party (ALP) becomes the
latest ethnic armed group to meet with Myanmar’s
military regime for rebooted peace talks this week,
observers continue to view the junta-led process
dubiously.

- Since May 20, junta chief Min Aung Hlaing has held
peace talks with representatives from the Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS), New
Mon State Party (NMSP), KNU/KNLA Peace Council, United Wa State Party (UWSP) and
National Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA).

And on Sunday, an ALP delegation led by the group’s vice chair, Daw Saw Mra Razar Lin,
departed the Arakan State capital Sittwe for Naypyidaw, where they will be the latest ethnic
armed organisation to acquiesce to Min Aung Hlaing’s invitation to engage in peace talks,
which he first made known in a speech on April 22.

But Arakan State’s most powerful ethnic armed group, the Arakan Army (AA), is not
expected to take part in the junta chief’s effort to restart the country’s moribund peace
process. Many other ethnic armed groups that are among Myanmar’s strongest are also
abstaining.

Political analyst U Than Soe Naing said the military junta’s peace push was long on show and
short on substance.

“The military junta’s peace talks are nothing more than a sham. In my view, the military
junta’s peace efforts have not materialised in practice,” he told DMG.
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The military regime has said it will hold elections in August 2023 and return the power of
the state to the winning political party, a claim viewed sceptically by large swaths of the
country and the international community.

Min Aung Hlaing said during a meeting with female cadets and other military personnel
from the Officer Training School (Hmawbi) on June 8 that peace and elections go hand-in-
hand.

“The country needs to have stability and peace under political and security measures for the
development of the nation. At present, peace talks are held for ensuring internal peace. It is
necessary to restore peace to the whole nation by holding the election,” state-run media
quoted Min Aung Hlaing as saying.

Seven Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) signatories and three NCA non-signatories
have registered to attend the junta’s peace talks. The regime will continue its peace push by
holding talks with the Democratic Karen Benevolent Army, Pa-O National Liberation
Organization, and Lahu Democratic Union in the coming weeks.

https://www.dmediag.com/news/4589-alp-n-ma-pc

Two junta soldiers abducted in Rakhine’s Kyauktaw Township

Locals say they believe the soldiers were snatched by the Arakan Army as a warning to leave
IDPs alone

Nan Oo Nway | Published on Jun 13, 2022

Junta soldiers seen in Sittwe Township, Rakhine State, in October
2012 (EPA)

Two Myanmar Army soldiers were abducted in northern Rakhine
State’s Kyauktaw Township on Saturday, in what local residents
said was likely a “warning” from the Arakan Army (AA).

The two missing soldiers belonged to a unit based at a train station located near the
entrance to the town of Kyauktaw, local sources said.

“One was taken near a guesthouse and the other was picked up at the market. They were
staying at the train station,” said a Kyauktaw resident who did not want to be identified.

According to residents, the soldiers were seized by men in plain clothes, believed to be
members of the AA. The group is known to be active in the area, they added.

Junta troops arrived in two trucks that afternoon and began looking for the abducted
soldiers, according to residents.

“They’re ransacking the whole town. There are 50 to 60 of them with full equipment and
weapons,” a local man said, adding that the town’s streets have been deserted since the
soldiers arrived.

Page 31 of 66


https://www.dmediag.com/news/4589-alp-n-ma-pc
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/two-junta-soldiers-abducted-in-rakhines-kyauktaw-township
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/author/10458
https://www.myanmar-now.org/sites/myanmar-now.org/files/news-images/soldiers.jpeg

Another man speculated that the AA took the two soldiers to send a “warning” to the
military, noting that they “could have taken more of them if they wanted to.”

“It’s good that it happened. The military has been terrorising the civilians for too long now.
This could be a warning from the AA,” he said.

At least 10 uniformed junta soldiers are typically seen patrolling around Kyauktaw.

Neither the AA nor the military have responded to Myanmar Now’s calls regarding the
incident.

The soldiers have reportedly been occupying the Kyauktaw railway station for around three
months. More than 3,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) have been staying at the site
since fleeing five villages when fighting reignited between the military and AA late last year.

IDPs and others who go near the station are routinely harassed by the soldiers, according to
residents.

“We have seen the military threaten to arrest IDPs who pass by the area where the soldiers
are stationed. The same thing is happening in other places as well,” another local said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/two-junta-soldiers-abducted-in-rakhines-
kyauktaw-township

Fighting Increases In Kachin and Northern Shan States
By Network Media Group | Monday, June 13, 2022

Fighting between the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and the Burma Army (BA) is taking
place in Kachin and northern Shan states because BA troops are penetrating KIA areas,
according to the spokesperson for the group’s political wing, the Kachin Independence
Organisation (KIO).

“Our Battalion 26 clashed with BA yesterday in the Inndawgyi area of Mohnyin Township
because they entered our territory,” KIO spokesperson Col Naw Bu told NMG. He said the
KIA also fought BA Brigade 1 in its Sumprabum area and attacked a convoy travelling from
Sumprabum to Myitkyina with landmines.

Besides Sumprabum Township, fighting occurred in Hsu Yang village, Mong Nawng village in
Mohnyin Township and Putao District, all of which are in Kachin State.

On Friday, clashes also occurred in Muse Township with KIA Battalion 36, under Brigade 6,
when BA troops encroached on the Kachin group’s territory near Nam Oum village in
northern Shan State.

Despite the escalation of fighting, the BA hasn’t sent reinforcements to the areas where the
conflict was reported. “Fighting will continue if they send more troops to our area, but if
they stop launching offensives, there will be no clashes,” said Naw Bu.
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Fighting between BA and the KIA has increased significantly since the coup more than 15
months ago, as has fighting with several other major ethnic armed organisations and the
rise of the People’s Defence Forces also fighting the BA, some of which are part of the
interim National Unity Government, formed in part by former lawmakers deposed by the
regime.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/06/13/19548

Hopang Farmers Protest Land Seizures
By SHAN - June 13, 2022

Hopang people protest against local authority grabbing their
farmland

Farmers are protesting plans by the junta-appointed Shan State
Forest Department to seize farmland for the construction of a
government office in Mong Pang ward, Hopang Township, in

i
W, S

Wa SeIf-Administeréd Division.

“They want to seize over 30 acres of farmland that we’ve owned for many years, but we
refuse to accept it. No one will accept that,” a Shan man from Hopang, who asked that his
name remain confidential, told SHAN.

Another anonymous man said: ”If we don’t resist, they’ll probably continue to seize
farmland in other areas of Hopang.”

United Wa State Army spokesperson Nyi Rang told SHAN that Hopang Township isn’t under
their control. “This is a matter for the Wa Self-Administered Division government, it’s none
of our business.”

SHAN hasn’t been able to reach anyone from the government in the area.

The majority in Hopang Township are Shan farmers who grow maize, peas and sugarcane. If
they lose their land, they lose their livelihoods and have no way to feed their families.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25109

Junta Seeks Thai Help in Crackdown on Armed Groups Operating Along Myanmar-Thai
Border

By THE IRRAWADDY | 13 June 2022

Myanmar junta police chief Major General Zin Min Htet flew to Bangkok last week to discuss
the issue of armed groups operating along the Myanmar-Thai border with his Thai
counterpart, regime media reported on Sunday.
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Newly-appointed Maj-Gen Zin Min Htet, who is also the junta’s deputy home affairs
minister, visited Thailand on June 6-7, meeting chief of the Royal Thai Police Suwat
Jangyodsuk and holding the first work committee meeting on prevention of cross-border
crime.

Both sides agreed to boost cooperation on border security and the rule of law, counter-
terrorism, fighting the drug trade, human trafficking and cross-border smuggling, according
to junta newspapers.

At the top of the agenda were the illegal arms trade, smuggling, counter-terrorism and
cross-border crime, said the military regime. The two sides also discussed cooperation in
human resources development and police training, as well as discussing a memorandum of
understanding between the two police forces and signing a six-point agreement for future
cooperation.

Junta media said the pair discussed taking action against the armed groups operating along
the Myanmar-Thai border, claiming they undermine the interests of both countries, but the
Royal Thai Police press release said the two sides only discussed signing a memorandum of
understanding on fighting cross-border crime.

The regime did not mention the names of the armed groups based along the border.
However, it has labelled the parallel National Unity Government and its armed wing the
People’s Defense Forces as terrorist organizations. Chinese gambling and drug gangs are
also operating along the frontier in Karen State.

Last month, a junta delegation led by Home Affairs Minister Lieutenant-General Soe Htut
also visited Thailand and discussed bilateral cooperation to fight the drug trade with the
Thai justice minister. The delegation also met officials of the Royal Thai Police and discussed
stopping the smuggling of chemicals used in drug production into the Golden Triangle
region, the control of the drug trade and the cross-border arrest of fugitives.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/junta-seeks-thai-help-in-crackdown-on-armed-
groups-operating-along-myanmar-thai-border.html
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