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Resistance Force Raids Army Checkpoint, Kills 13 Myanmar Junta Soldiers
By THE IRRAWADDY | 10 June 2022

Around 13 Myanmar regime soldiers were reportedly killed during a people’s defense force
(PDF) raid on a checkpoint in Yesagyo Township, Magwe Region, on Thursday.

Three PDFs from Yesagyo and Myaing townships in Magwe and Salingyi Township in Sagaing
Region raided a checkpoint at Sin Phyu Shin Bridge in the north of the township, said
Yesagyo PDF.

During an hour’s fighting three troops were killed, another captured alive and the others
escaped.

The resistance fighters burned down the position.

Submitting video and photos, Yesagyo PDF said fighters seized eight weapons, 1,000 rounds
and 11 million kyats in cash.

The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the reports.

The PDFs told the media that another 10 regime soldiers were killed when resistance
fighters ambushed a convoy of reinforcements in Yesagyo using six mines.

Resistance fighters during the raid on a military
checkpoint in Yesagyo Township, Magwe Region, on
Thursday. / MYG-PDF

A military vehicle was heavily damaged by a mine,
the PDF said.

e W% On Thursday morning nine PDF groups ambushed
around 120 regime soldiers in adjacent Myaung Township, Sagaing Region.

The Civilian Defense and Security Group in Myaung that coordinated the ambush said the
troops were returning from Yesagyo.

The group claimed to have killed at least 10 troops in the ambush and five others were killed
by mines.

The resistance fighters escaped but one was injured in the thigh by a regime mortar, the
group said.

After the attack, regime forces burned down two houses near Zayat village and detained
three male villagers at Min Hla in the township.

The PDF warned of the threat of regime raids in the area.
The junta faces daily attacks from PDFs and ethnic armed forces.

Regime forces are committing war crimes and crimes against humanity by conducting
arbitrary arrests and killing civilians, using artillery and air strikes on residential areas, using
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detained civilians as human shields and looting and burning houses, especially in Chin,
Kachin, Shan, Kayah states and Magwe and Sagaing regions.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/resistance-force-raids-army-checkpoint-kills-13-
myanmar-junta-soldiers.html

At Least Nine Myanmar Regime Soldiers Killed in Chin State Clashes
By THE IRRAWADDY | 10 June 2022

Clashes were reported in Kanpetlet Township, Chin State, on Thursday, with at least nine
Myanmar junta soldiers killed, according to resistance forces.

Clashes took place at Let Mon village between resistance forces and nearly 200 regime
soldiers. During two clashes, nine soldiers were killed and many others injured, according to
the Chin Defence Force Kanpetlet (CDF). No resistance injuries were reported.

The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the reports.

Fighting continued on Friday morning near the village for an hour and a CDF fighter was
lightly wounded.

“Mindat-based Light Infantry Battalion 274 fired heavy weapons this morning. We had to
withdraw because we were outnumbered,” a CDF commander told The Irrawaddy on Friday.

A Let Mon villager hiding in a forest was wounded by artillery and some villagers were
detained as hostages on Thursday.

“They seized some civilians who were hiding in a forest. Soldiers tortured some of the
villagers who could not escape,” he said.

The CDF could not verify the number of hostages taken. Thousands of civilians from 20
villages in CDF territory have fled, amid fears of more clashes.

Clashes have been reported in Chin State since May 2021. The resistance regularly attacks
military convoys, inflicting heavy casualties. A lot of clashes have been taking place in
Mindat Township and there has been no fighting in Kanpetlet since April last year. Junta
troops started trying to occupy CDF territory in the township this month.

On Friday, junta troops advanced from Let Mon village and fighting may intensify, the CDF
said.

The regime has been deploying more troops to Chin State from neighboring Magwe Region
by air and land since late May. A CDF commander said he thought the troops in Kanpetlet
were deployed from Kyaukhtu in Magwe.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/at-least-nine-myanmar-regime-soldiers-killed-in-
chin-state-clashes.html
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Political Prisoners Tortured by Myanmar Junta Troops in Karen State
By NORA AUNG | 10 June 2022

About 60 political prisoners in Hpa-an prison in Karen State have been tortured, according
to the Hpa-an University Students’ Union, whose members are among the prisoners.

Two prisoners escaped on June 4 and the warden was fired and beatings began under the
new warden, Hla Swe, on June 6.

A Hpa-an Technology University Students’ Union representative told The Irrawaddy that Hla
Swe called junta troops into the prison where they used rubber bullets and extreme
violence and forced over 200 political prisoners in with criminal inmates.

“They used sharp bamboo to stab the prisoners. They were denied water and food for the
whole day. They also used slingshots with pebbles,” the student representative said. “No
visitors are allowed and we don’t know who’s alive.”

The injured were denied medical treatment and their families were not allowed to visit.
A prisoner’s relative confirmed the reports.
Criminal inmates have also reportedly been threatening the political prisoners.

The Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, which records deaths and arrests, told The
Irrawaddy that torture in prison is illegal.

“One day the prison authorities must pay for these crimes,” said an AAPP member.

On May 8 about 60 political prisoners from Hpa-an were beaten by regime forces because
they sang revolutionary songs and banged pots. Four prisoners were reportedly seriously
injured.

Around 14,055 people have been detained and approximately 10,998 remain behind the
bars since the coup, according to the AAPP.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/political-prisoners-tortured-by-myanmar-junta-
troops-in-karen-state.html

Political prisoners shot, beaten to death in Mandalay, Hpa-an crackdowns

Recent incidents inside some of Myanmar’s most notorious prisons point to harsher
repression and deepening tensions

Moe Oo / Ko Cho | Published on Jun 10, 2022

Two of Myanmar’s most notorious detention centres carried out brutal crackdowns on
political prisoners over the past week, signalling the junta’s determination to impose harsh
penalties on detained dissidents.
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On Sunday, two political prisoners were beaten to death and 13 others were injured during
a clash inside Mandalay’s Obo Prison, according to a lawyer familiar with the situation.

% f&:g Mandalay’s Obo Prison (Myanmar Now)

A day later, at least two political detainees were shot
and another 60 were injured after prison authorities
moved to crush a protest at Hpa-An Prison in Karen
(Kayin) State, sources there reported.

Both incidents appear to be related to moves by
prison authorities to mix political prisoners with
ordinary prisoners convicted on criminal charges.

This was more clearly the case in Hpa-An, where political prisoners staged a sitting protest
after they were ordered to leave a ward normally reserved for inmates whose charges are
related to their political activities.

According to prison sources, the prisoners were forcibly moved to another ward and
attacked with sharpened bamboo sticks and slingshots if they failed to follow orders.

Gunshots were also heard coming from the direction of cells holding political prisoners, but
it could not be confirmed at the time of reporting whether any of them had been shot.

What triggered the crackdown at Obo Prison was less clear, but the approach taken by
prison authorities there was equally heavy-handed.

“We don’t know how it started, but we do know that prison authorities, including the prison
superintendent, beat the political prisoners using metal batons,” said a lawyer with contacts
inside the prison.

According to the lawyer, two prisoners were confirmed dead, and 13 others were sent to
the prison hospital to receive treatment for their injuries.

Other sources have told Myanmar Now that political detainees are routinely harassed at
Obo. This includes claims of officials firing guns to terrorise the prisoners.

There have also reportedly been tensions between political prisoners and criminal convicts,
with prison authorities siding with the latter in disputes.

A friend of one inmate said that there were also other serious issues contributing to the
tense situation at the prison, including unclean drinking water and a lack of healthcare.

Hpa-An prison in Karen State (Karen Information
Center)

Crowded prisons

Tensions have been high at many prisons in Myanmar,
in part due to overcrowding caused by the massive
influx of political prisoners into the country’s penal
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system since last year’s coup.

According to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP), nearly 11,000 people
regime opponents remain behind bars more than a year after the military takeover.

Some of the political prisoners currently being held at Obo Prison were transferred there
two months ago following a riot at Monywa Prison. Guards reportedly discharged their
weapons to end a fight that had broken out there between political detainees and criminal
convicts on April 3.

At least 20 of the political prisoners involved in that incident were placed in isolation cells,
while 150 were transferred to Obo and Myingyan prisons, sources reported.

According to one source at the prison, inmates incarcerated for resisting the return of
military rule make up more than half of Monywa Prison’s roughly 900 detainees.

On June 1, there was another incident there involving two female prisoners who were
slapped by a warder for arguing with each other. Other prisoners were not happy about the
way the situation was handled, a prison source said.

There have also been complaints from female prisoners about restrictions related to taking
showers and the presence of male officers during searches of the female ward.

The prison’s new superintendent, Wai Min Latt, has also been criticised for his policies. On
May 23, he imposed a new rule against reading after 9pm, and he has also been accused of
“terrorising” prisoners.

According to one inmate, officers from the military’s Northwestern Regional Command,
based in Monywa, visited the prison in late May to meet with convicted murderers.

This could not be confirmed, and the reason for the alleged visit could not be ascertained.
Restricted access

There were also signs of trouble at Insein Prison in April. In the third week of the month,
more than 100 political prisoners, including student leaders, were transferred to detention
centres in other parts of the country, according to prison sources.

The reason for this move was not clear, but it came weeks after Khant Thu Aung, the chair
of the Yangon University of Economics Students' Union, was beaten for refusing to sit in
position after he was transferred to a ward for criminals.

Khant Thu Aung, who was sentenced in February to three years in prison for incitement, was
also denied permission to receive letters, according to a relative.

In July of last year, the military was called in to crush a protest at Insein Prison after inmates
began chanting anti-dictatorship slogans. According to AAPP, the protest began in two
wards for female prisoners and then spread to the rest of the prison.

Days later, in an effort to curb the spread of Covid-19, the junta released more than 4,200
inmates from prisons around the country. Almost none, however, were political prisoners.
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In December, around 90 political prisoners inside Insein Prison were beaten and placed in
solitary confinement for taking part in a nationwide Silent Strike by refusing to leave their
cells, according to their lawyers.

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), which monitors prison conditions
around the world, has come under fire for its lack of an effective response to the situation in
Myanmar.

The sister of one injured inmate being held in Hpa-An Prison said that she has called the
ICRC office in Yangon repeatedly, but has yet to receive any information about her brother.

“They said we had to visit their office in person, and we did exactly that, but we still don’t
know anything,” she said.

Jacequeline Fernandez, the communications manager for ICRC Myanmar, said that the
organisation has been hampered in its efforts to gain access to prisons due to restrictions
that have been in place since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic.

“Unfortunately, we are unable to monitor the situation of the prisoners and provide
humanitarian aid for them as we are not allowed to visit the prisons in person,” she said.

“ICRC can, however, help the prisoners find their relatives according to the policies of the
ICRC’s programs,” she added.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/political-prisoners-shot-beaten-to-death-in-
mandalay-hpa-an-crackdowns

Wife of Activist on Death Row Urges Intl’ Community to Save Her Husband
By THE IRRAWADDY | 10 June 2022

The wife of leading activist Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, who is on death row awaiting execution by
the Myanmar junta, asked the international community not to stand by and let the regime
kill her husband.

“l am very worried about him. | would like to urge the international community not to stand
by and watch this happen,” said Ma Thazin Nyunt Aung while talking about her fears for her
husband.

She spoke out against the military regime’s decision to approve the death sentence given to
the hip-hop star turned National League for Democracy (NLD) MP, describing the decision as
“unjust”.

Last Friday, the junta announced that it will proceed with the executions of four men: Ko
Phyo Zeya Thaw, veteran democracy activist Ko Jimmy and two other anti-coup opponents
who were given death sentences by junta courts earlier this year.

Regime spokesperson Major General Zaw Min Tun said that the appeal process against the
death sentences has been completed and rejected.
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However, Ma Thazin Nyunt Aung told The Irrawaddy that Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw hadn’t been
allowed to mount a defense against the charges in the junta court, and that no appeal had
been lodged by his lawyers as they have not been allowed to meet with him since his arrest
in November last year.

“This is not fair. He must be allowed to see his family and his lawyer. But there was nothing
like that nor any chance to defend him,” Ma Thazin Nyunt Aung told The Irrawaddy.

Ko Jimmy’s wife Ma Nilar Thein, herself a prominent democracy activist, told Radio Free Asia
(RFA) on Thursday that from the day of his arrest in October last year, Ko Jimmy’s family
have received no information about his trial and that no appeal was filed by their lawyers,
raising further doubts about the junta spokesperson’s claim.

Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw was arrested during a raid in Yangon’s Dagon Seikkan Township, then
and now under martial law, on November 18, 2021. He was given the death sentence on
terrorism charges by a military tribunal in January for masterminding armed resistance
operations in Yangon. Ko Jimmy, a long-time activist who participated in the 1988 pro-
democracy uprising, received the same sentence.

A number of countries and global organizations have joined local groups in condemning the
junta’s decision to approve and proceed with the executions.

Despite that, the military regime has vowed to carry out the executions saying that there
will be no mercy.

Ko Jimmy, veteran democracy activist and leading
member of the 88 Generation Students Group (left),
and former NLD lawmaker Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw (right).

Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw served as an NLD MP from 2012 to
2020. Prior to that, he made his name as a member of
Acid, Myanmar’s first hip-hop band. Acid emerged in 2000, when the young Myanmar
audience was growing bored of the country’s mainstream rock music and looking for
something new. Their debut release, Beginning, was the first rap album by local musicians
and propelled the band to national stardom, as well as paving the way for other Myanmar
hip-hop artists

After last year’s coup and the junta’s subsequent crackdowns on peaceful anti-regime
protesters, Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw went into hiding but appears to have been active in the
resistance movement against the regime.

His wife said Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw has always said that the coup should not have happened
and that people should be encouraged to resist the military takeover by every means
possible.

“He always does what he thinks is right. Nothing can stop him from his pro-democracy
activism. People like him and Ko Jimmy aren’t afraid of its [the junta’s] cruelty,” said Ma
Thazin Nyunt Aung.
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Held dear by many Myanmar people, especially the young, Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw’s execution
and that of the other activists on death row will likely escalate the resistance to the junta.

Ma Nilar Thein, Ko Jimmy’s wife, told RFA that the junta will have to take responsibility for
its blatant violations of human rights.

A total of 114 people have been sentenced to death since the coup, including students and
anti-junta activists, two of them minors.

Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw and Ko Jimmy are among the first of the 114 on death row to have their
death sentences approved by the junta, despite being given unfair trials in which they could
not defend themselves.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/wife-of-activist-on-death-row-urges-intl-
community-to-save-her-husband.html

Myanmar’s junta yet to send execution orders for former lawmaker, democracy activist
A last-minute appeal from Cambodia’s Hun Sen warns of consequences with proceeding.
By RFA Burmese | 2022.06.10

Myanmar democracy activist Ko Jimmy (L) and former Myanmar
lawmaker Phyo Zeya Thaw (R) in a combination photo created
on June 3, 2022. AFP/Myanmar’s Military Information Team

Myanmar’s ruling military junta has not issued execution
orders for a former lawmaker from the deposed government
and a prominent democracy activist sitting on death row after convictions on terrorism
charges, despite reports that the men would be hanged Friday evening local time, a
Prisons Department spokesman told RFA.

On June 3, the junta announced that it would proceed with the planned executions of
former Member of Parliament Phyo Zeya Thaw and Ko Jimmy, a longtime democracy
activist and former leader of the 88 Generation Students Group. Anti-regime opponents
Aung Thura Zaw and Hla Myo Aung are also facing the death penalty.

Myanmar’s military, which seized control from the democratically elected government in
a February 2021 coup, has cracked down on anti-regime activists, sentencing more than
100 to death. The executions of Phyo Zeya Thaw and Ko Jimmy, whose real name is Kyaw
Min Yu, would be the country’s first judicial executions since 1990.

Authorities had not received execution orders from the junta for Phyo Zeya Thaw and Ko
Jimmy, who are being held in Yangon’s Insein Prison, said Prisons Department spokesman
Khin Shwe.

“We haven’t receive anything from the superiors,” he said. “We also don’t know about
the news that they will be hanged this evening and that there had been religious rites in
prison for the inmates.”

Page 9 of 64


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/wife-of-activist-on-death-row-urges-intl-community-to-save-her-husband.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/wife-of-activist-on-death-row-urges-intl-community-to-save-her-husband.html

All four inmates are in good health and have been transferred to death row where they
are wearing orange prison suits given to those facing execution, he said.

Junta spokesman, Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun, told RFA on Tuesday that all four men would
be executed under the regular procedures of the Prisons Department.

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen, current chair of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN), sent a written appeal on Friday to Sen. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, head of
the State Administration Council (SAC), the formal name of the junta regime, to
“reconsider the sentences and refrain from carrying out the death sentences.”

“The death sentences and reported planned execution of a number of anti-SAC
individuals have attracted great concern among ASEAN member states, as well as ASEAN
external partners,” he wrote.

If carried out, the executions “would trigger a very strong and widespread negative
reaction from the international community” and hurt efforts to find a peaceful solution to
the crisis in Myanmar, Hun Sen wrote.

A former member of the hip-hop band Acid, Phyo Zeya Thaw served as a lawmaker from
the National League for Democracy from 2012 to 2020. Following the coup and the
subsequent crackdown on peaceful anti-regime protesters, he went into hiding but was
arrested in November 2021.

Phyo Zeya Thaw, whose real name is Maung Kyaw, and Ko Jimmy, who was arrested in
October 2021, were both sentenced to death by a military tribunal this January for
treason and terrorism.

Activist Nilar Thein, who is the wife of Ko Jimmy, said the junta will have to take
responsibility for giving her husband the death penalty.

Translated by Ye Kaung Myint Maung for RFA Burmese. Written in English by Roseanne
Gerin.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/death-row-06102022172452.html

‘The junta will bear full responsibility if my husband is executed’: Nilar Thein

The wife of veteran activist Ko Jimmy vows to make the regime pay if it carries out the death
sentence.

By Khin Maung Soe for RFA Burmese | 2022.06.09
Nilar Thein in Yangon, in a file photo. RFA illustration; AFP photo

88 Generation leader Ko Jimmy and former National League for
Democracy lawmaker Phyo Zeyar Thaw were sentenced to
death by a military tribunal on Jan. 21 for violating Myanmar’s
Anti-Terrorism Law. They and two other men on death row —
Hla Myo Aung and Aung Thura Zaw — lost appeals of their
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cases last week. A junta spokesperson on Tuesday rejected the possibility of a pardon in
response to international and domestic condemnation of the sentences, meaning that the
four men may end up being the first to be executed in Myanmar in 34 years. Speaking to
RFA’s Burmese Service on Thursday, Ko Jimmy’s wife Nilar Thein vowed that the junta will
not escape punishment if it proceeds with the execution of her husband.

RFA: The military council has issued an execution order for Ko Jimmy, who was
sentenced to death. The junta’s spokesperson said the appeal process is complete and
the Prison Department is now in charge of his case. What else do you know about the
process?

Nilar Thein: Ever since Ko Jimmy’s arrest, we received no contact or information from the
junta. Likewise, we didn’t get a chance to consult with an attorney to submit appeals for
him. That’s why the junta’s decision must be incorrect. We never got a chance to work
with the authorities for Ko Jimmy’s case.

RFA: What is your response to Ko Jimmy’s death sentence?

Nilar Thein: The junta will be held accountable for all its actions and statements at some
point. They will have to take responsibility for what they did, regardless of who they did it
to. This day will come.

RFA: Ko Jimmy has been charged under the counter-terrorism law. Do you think he was
really involved in terrorist activities?

Nilar Thein: Everyone knows who is committing violent terrorist acts and who has
become the victims of these acts. We have the right to defend ourselves from aggression
and injustice ... we have become the victims of the junta’s violent tactics. We are
exercising our right to defend ourselves — to protect our lives, homes, and properties
from these acts.

RFA: The military council has stated that they will move forward to execution in Ko
Jimmy’s case. Do you believe they will carry out the execution order?

Nilar Thein: This is entirely up to them. Under the law and from the perspective of the
human rights community, they should not carry out this death sentence. Death sentences
have not been carried out in Myanmar for a long time. It is a blatant violation of human
rights even to state that they intend to carry out the execution order, to kill a human
being like killing a bird or chicken ... Regardless of what they will do, | want them to know
they will be accountable for their decisions. Their acts will not be forgotten.

RFA: What are you currently working on for him? Are you engaged with any
international organizations about his case?

Nilar Thein: | have contacted some international organizations, such as Amnesty
International. As soon as the news came out about the execution orders for Ko Jimmy
and Ko Phyo Zeyar Thaw, several international organizations and foreign diplomats
contacted me and told me that they would protest the decision.
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RFA: What do you want to tell Ko Jimmy?

Nilar Thein: | think he has written his history by committing to a cause he believes in. He
has his duty done for the people. | want to tell him | am very proud of him.

RFA: What message do you have for the people of Myanmar?

Nilar Thein: No matter how the times have changed, the power of the people will be the
deciding factor in our country’s future ... Those who have participated have played
important roles in the resistance and they will be part of history. Whatever comes next, |
trusted in the people’s power. That’s why we all need to stay united and join hands to
drive out this military regime.

Translated by Ye Kaung Myint Maung.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/responsibility-06092022181430.html

No Place to Call Home in the Junta’s Myanmar
By DAVID SCOTT MATHIESON | 10 June 2022

Reading Jessica Mudditt’s new book Our Home in Myanmar: Four Years in

Yangon challenges concentration, with its emotionally mendicant millennial obsessions. The
plodding prose turned my thoughts to the meaning of home in Myanmar in the aftermath of
the 2021 coup and the military regime’s campaign of destroying individual homes, villages,
communities and seemingly an entire country.

The Myanmar military has responded to a widespread armed resistance movement in
Sagaing and Magwe regions, Chin State and the Yaw Valley with a ferocious onslaught of
arson reminiscent of past pacification campaigns in other parts of the country. As shocking
as the destruction is, it is entirely in character with the Myanmar military mindset,
operational character and utter disregard for the laws of the country or the laws of war.

The Anyar region [central Myanmar] is the Bamar heartland and is not prone to armed
conflict. Despite numerous grievances against the state there hasn’t been violent repression
like this possibly since the brutal British pacification of the region following the Third Anglo-
Burmese War in 1885, or the destructive fighting of the latter part of the Second World War.

In the 16 months since the military seized the state and sparked a war against everyone,

Data for Myanmar has estimated that from February 1, 2021 until the end of May this year,
the military has destroyed a total of 18,886 structures in 435 locations. The highest number
by far has been in Sagaing Region, with 13,840, 3,055 in Magwe, and 1,316 in Chin State,
and includes religious buildings and schools as well as houses. The United Nations (UN) High
Commissioner for Refugees reported recently that the number of internally displaced
people in Myanmar had passed one million, with 700,000 displaced since the coup. Look at
the map of conflict in the Anyar region in Ye Myo Hein’s excellent report on post-coup
fighting to get a sense of where all this destruction and displacement is unfolding.
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Compare this, just generally, not forensically, with the violent forced expulsion ‘clearance
operation’ against the Rohingya from August 2017. The United Nations Fact Finding Mission
estimated over 725,000 people had fled to Bangladesh, that 392 villages had been subject to
intentional destruction, including 37,700 individual structures which accounted for 40 per
cent of all settlements in northern Rakhine State. 80 per cent of the destruction occurred in
the first three weeks of the ‘operation’.

The Myanmar military has been rampaging through sites of civilian resistance in these ‘new’
wars chasing a huge proliferation of locally raised People’s Defense Forces. Their main
choice of harassing the civilian population to deter support for the armed resistance is
burning villages, a form of neo-medievalism that stands starkly at odds with the
international community’s drive to ‘normalize’ the crisis in Myanmar. Just in

May, widespread and clearly coordinated arson attacks hit Kale, Khin-U, Mingin, Yinmabin
and Kantbalu townships in Sagaing, most of them multiple times in repeat attacks. In many
cases attacks are presaged by an internet cut-off, airstrikes sometimes follow, artillery is
being used more often to start fires then feed them, and troops travel by river to burn
settlements on the banks.

Under international humanitarian law (IHL), the destruction of civilian property can be
justified under “military necessity.” But the home torching spree is what IHL calls “wanton
destruction”, and is a war crime. And it is occurring daily, in multiple locations.

The number of homes burned down in Thantlang, Chin State is particularly shocking, from
August 2021 when military commanders warned town elders that they would raze the
town to deter local armed resistance. Anti-junta groups estimate that the security forces
have returned to start fires more than 26 times. More than 1,000 buildings and 19 churches
have been destroyed. Sometimes randomly, sometimes directly targeted at Chin resistance
leaders. On one occasion, a target of convenience following an ambush that injured a
military regime officer. Consider that structures in Thantlang, due to its isolation, cost as
much as three times more than elsewhere because materials need to be transported there.
Who will pay for all of this post-regime reconstruction?

In the intensive phase of fighting between the Arakan Army and the Myanmar military in
Rakhine between 2019 and late 2020, the military destroyed more than 1,000 homes in
tactics they had used against Rohingya civilians a few years prior. Tin Mar Gyi village in
Kyauktaw Township saw most of its 700 homes destroyed, allegedly by artillery, possibly
airstrikes, but also individual soldiers starting fires.

A colleague from Human Rights Watch once conducted a series of briefings for western
embassies and UN agencies on satellite photos following the burning campaign in
Maungdaw in October 2016. He pointed out that the burn patterns of the photos indicated
not a spreading fire leaping from one place to the next, but individual arson attacks. That
meant carrying a container of accelerant from house to house and splashing it on the
structure before lighting it. The village of Pwint Hpyu Chaung was burned three separate
times. This was labor intensive, purposeful, not accidental. Just as the military is doing in
Katha and Yesagyo in Sagaing they did in Maungdaw, and have done in other parts of the
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country as a matter of standard operating procedure. Remember here that numerous
members of the previous government accused people of burning their own homes, a squalid
claim the junta is repeating now, just as sadistically unconvincing.

When homes are destroyed it’s not just the structure, the garden, the food stocks, pots and
pans and tools and toys, books and religious artifacts, that regal reclining chair your uncle
would endlessly pontificate from, those warm clothes and that ancient guitar. It is photos of
children, grandparents, graduations, ordinations, pilgrimages, beachside holidays and that
time you made it to Mount Popa and vowed to avoid feral monkeys forever. And for a
country so obsessed with identity and bureaucracy, what people lose in the flames can be
the difference between belonging and statelessness: birth and wedding certificates,
citizenship papers, identity cards and passports, land tenure documents, tax and loan
receipts. There are intangible memories and milestones that a heartless census can never
count, laments and triumphs that no plodding local administrator could comprehend or a
screaming man with a machete or machine gun would empathize with. The loss is greater
than those shocking numbers can convey.

And loss comes, too, in flight, displacement and exile. So many civilians who live in
incessantly conflict-wracked areas such as Karen State have ubiquitous grab bags, ready to
race into hiding when marauding du-dar [Sgaw Karen for enemy] arrive and leave
belongings unusable or looted or defaced and livestock plundered or killed. Imagine living
this way for generations, and then some drooling cretin from the World Bank arriving to
inform your community you all actually live in a ‘post-conflict area’? The Karen Human
Rights Group’s latest report is a stark reminder of how people suffer in the post-coup
conflict, and is redolent of documentation the organization has produced for thirty years.

Many people displaced by conflict in Kachin and Shan states remain close to their old
homes, but unable to return due to continued instability and landmine contamination that
may make the area uninhabitable for many years. Over 100,000 people in Kachin and Shan
have been displaced for more than ten years. A decade crowded into a church compound,
or a row of huts in an insurgent-controlled zone is perhaps safer but not when it snows or
the food convoy doesn’t get through.

Over 100,000 Rohingya have been confined in squalid camps on the outskirts of the Rakhine
capital Sittwe for a decade, just a few kilometers from their former homes in town. Shelters
are often unable to be maintained due to lack of funds or governments not wanting to
support prolonged displacement and looking for ‘durable solutions’ that fail to eventuate.
Think as well of the many internally displaced people who have fled home in desperation,
for lowly paid field-hand work in the north, the deadly jade mines of Hpakant with their
constant threat of landslides, the factory hellholes of Hlaing Thayar and Shwepyithar.

People who fled the wreckage of Cyclone Nargis in 2008 when the tidal surges took over
130,000 people along with their homes and more. Flooding, rising temperatures, lack of
investment or development, all drivers as much as conflict to displace people from where
they want to live. Myanmar also experiences widespread forced evictions throughout the
country, in rural areas, peri-urban slums and working class areas as military-connected
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capital seeks prime real estate without fair compensation. In the past this has even included
forced evictions of cemeteries: even the dead aren’t spared in Myanmar. The targeted
killings of local administrators in Pyigyitagon in Mandalay is linked to the forced evictions of
some 200 homes for local development in February.

Think too of a combination of poverty and conflict, repression and desperation that has
caused millions of people to leave Myanmar for many decades, an estimated four million to
work as migrant workers in Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore and the Middle East. In fields,
fishing boats and factories, hotel lobbies, hospitals and shopping malls, often harried by
predatory police, corrupt brokers and sadistic criminal opportunists who may often be your
employer, using underground banking systems to wire monthly wages to family in Mon
State or Mandalay, a dedication and devotion to a home you might not see for many years,
your children being raised by grandparents.

And then elite exile, a life of political activity, or working in the media, development jobs, all
with clean sheets, passports, credit cards, travel, and ultimately safety. But the feeling of
dislocation, the desire to return home is no less ardent. The feeling of distance that
inevitably comes over you, the regrets and questions of whether it was right to leave, the
guestion of when to return, the guilt from thinking of friends or family members left behind,
or simply just names of dissidents, poets, and union leaders you know to be in Insein Prison
or disappeared into the armed struggle. The loss of home comes over people in similar ways
regardless of differences in place and privilege, and that maddening objectification that
foreigners project onto you as some helpless refugee, when that’s not how you perceive
yourself.

This widespread collective punishment strategy in upper Myanmar should be etched into
the institutional memory of all foreign interlocutors from now, in ways that past human
rights atrocities never were. UN and international NGO workers, diplomats and the private
sector were all complicit in downplaying past war crimes and crimes against humanity, and
finding ways to ‘contextualize’ the crimes of the past decade. It was perhaps the privileged
spaces they created for themselves, at work and play, that insulated them from the reality
of a country they chose to understand from a withering distance.

Yangon’s Golden Valley neighborhood was by far the most egregious example of this
disconnection, where foreigners rented lavish homes from generals and cronies and
sometimes who knows? The most notorious cases of this real estate scramble must include
the office space of the UN child protection agency at US$S87,000 a month, although the
original colonial-era house in the compound housed UN Women [just one foreign
representative)], plus the US$79,000 office of the World Health Organization on Pyay
Road [they moved to Golden Valley several years ago], and perhaps the most outright
despicable rental of them all: the European Union (EU) ambassador renting a house on Ady
Road owned by the family of former dictator General Ne Win. Consider that regardless of
the notoriety of this considered choice [it necessitated an increase in the upper cap for
rentals by ambassadors from officials in Brussels], no less than three ambassadors
continued to live there between 2013 and November 2021, despite widespread
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opprobrium. The EU’s offices from 2013 to around 2020 cost them reportedly US$80,000 a
month, in a building constructed by a former drug lord.

The artist Sawangongswe Yawnghwe, who heavily criticized then EU ambassador Kristian
Schmidt and withdrew from an exhibition in late-2019 partly in protest at the continued
rental, knows about loss of home: his grandfather [and Burma’s first president] Sao Shwe
Thaik had his Rangoon residence razed following Ne Win’s 1962 coup, and was murdered in
prison, his family sent into exile. Pearl Condo on the corner of Kabar Aye Pagoda Road and
Hsaya San road sits on the site of his former home now.

Sawan, who has produced multiple, massive manifestations of the Peace Industrial Complex,
has been working on an intricate installation for some years illustrating the snakes and
ladders streets of Golden Valley, also known as the Green Zone, plotting the juxtaposition of
military figures and cronies with embassies, United Nations offices and the plantation
homes of highly paid foreigners.

There will be checkpoints at key intersections: Checkpoint Pearl, Checkpoint City Mart,
Yankee Station [near the US Embassy]. Snakes and ladders is apt for a privileged vipers pit of
greed like Golden Valley. A mixture of ‘charming’ colonial decrepitude and Greco-Roman
oligarch gangster gauche, many of which appeal to the United Nations [the WHO office
looked like a gargantuan wedding cake at a Medellin narco-hacienda], who obviously left
their sense of taste as well as common decency back in New York or Geneva.

Average rental price for a nice big house to live in: between US$10-15,000 a month, which
by the high standards of international experts was apparently standard, with security and
comfort considerations taken into account [ensured by many of the international
organizations] and few seemed to mind how that compared to Myanmar realities outside
the barriers of the zone. To so many in the international aid racket, Golden Valley was a
crucial status symbol: a house there said; “I’ve arrived.”

Getting a house in the Green Zone was as de rigueur as reading a Thant Myint U book and
getting a subscription to Frontier Myanmar. It was all that was needed to join the transient
set of global development actors who flocked to Myanmar to gorge from the donor trough,
whose motto could well be, as Winston Churchill observed, “success is walking from failure
to failure with no loss of enthusiasm”. Many are now migrating away from Myanmar to
brighter shores and better homes and gardens in Bangkok or further afield [| hear Amman is
lovely this time of year].

For the denizens of development their comfort was always elevated over the poor people
whose lives they hoped to improve. They know, for certain, that a drug-crazed posse of
Myanmar military stormtroopers are never going to invade their home, unleash
unspeakable atrocities and then burn it all down.

The proximity dilemma was by 2019 not really a dilemma at all. Many residents of the Green
Zone failed to register their most problematic neighbor: Senior General Min Aung Hlaing. His
Yangon residence is at 14 Inya Road in Golden Valley, its value estimated at USS30 million
for the 1.86 acre property. Obviously few failed to spot any moral conundrum for a suitable
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piece of real estate coup. The National Unity Government is now trying to sell Min Aung
Hlaing’s house to raise funds, an oddly apt exercise, and dispels the moronic myth of the
proudly nationalist, aesthetic Myanmar military man, instead demonstrating that the coup
leader is a low-rent despot who likes a touch of luxury.

Now give one consideration to all the outrageous price tags attached to UN offices,
embassies, International NGO offices and residences. They are still being rented. Those
operations are still ongoing, those foreigners are still there, regardless of whether they’re
actually making any meaningful improvement to the situation. Do they need to be? How do
they feel living in the veritable lap of luxury as the country burns around them? Why are
even more jobs being posted to live and work in Myanmar under these circumstances?
UNOPS is looking for a Communications Manager, the security firm Exera for a Senior
Analyst, and a Program Manager for the American Friends Service.

Which | suppose leads us back to Mudditt’s memaoir. It’s a dreadful book. Narcissistic,
mundane, and pointless. Don’t read it.

David Scott Mathieson is an independent analyst working on conflict, humanitarian and
human rights issues in Myanmar

https://www.irrawaddy.com/culture/books/no-place-to-call-home-in-the-juntas-
myanmar.html

Is Myanmar’s junta chief planning to draft a new constitution?

Min Aung Hlaing’s visit to the site of the military’s last National Convention raises questions
of the lengths to which the coup leader would go to retain his claims to power

Myanmar Now | Published on Jun 10, 2022

!jh\ i,T 3 Min Aung Hlaing is seen among his delegates at the
N _

Pyidaungsu Hall in Nyaung Hna Pin village in Yangon Region’s
Hlegu Township on June 8 (GNLM)

On Wednesday junta chief Min Aung Hlaing visited a rural
Hlegu Township hall deemed to be the birthplace of
Myanmar’s military-drafted 2008 Constitution—a move seen
as symbolic ahead of the expiration of his de-facto power in half a year.

His trip to Nyaung Hna Pin village, some 45km north of Yangon, was published on the covers
of junta-controlled local language newspapers the following day.

One of the photos accompanying the article showed Min Aung Hlaing inspecting the
Pyidaungsu Hall, a site built to host the military’s last National Convention, which appeared
to be in ruins.

Amid the ongoing political turmoil engulfing the country since the February 2021 coup, the
junta chief called for the dilapidated hall to be restored as a matter of priority.
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“Emphasis must be placed on maintenance to ensure that these buildings survive in the long
term,” he was quoted as saying.

A military constitution

Myanmar’s Constitution, widely seen as undemocratic, was approved in a rigged
referendum held by the military just days after Cyclone Nargis devastated the country in
May 2008. A subsequent claim that the charter had garnered the approval of nearly 94
percent of voters was dismissed outright by political opposition, civil society and rights
activists.

While ousted elected lawmakers have since declared the 2008 Constitution defunct, the
current junta still claims the national charter is valid, its rushed endorsement 14 years ago
standing in contrast to the decades that the military dedicated to ensuring its political
supremacy within a constitutional framework.

Rejecting the landslide victory of the National League for Democracy (NLD) in Myanmar’s
1990 elections, the State Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC)—headed by then
military chief Than Shwe—initially announced plans that year to draw up a new Constitution
to replace the country’s 1974 charter drafted by an earlier junta.

Between 1993 and 2007, some 700 delegates—most of whom were local SLORC officials
rather than elected parliamentarians—were invited to attend the military-led National
Convention sessions. The process was wrought with dissent, labelled as a ruse to allow Than
Shwe and the military to cling to power. At times it was boycotted by ethnic and NLD party
delegates, the latter of whom were eventually expelled.

The resulting 2008 Constitution allocated 25 percent of parliamentary seats to unelected
soldiers and gave the military control over key ministries. It also included provisions for the
implementation of a one-year state of emergency, in which the three pillars of state
power—executive function, legislation and the judiciary—could be transferred to the
military’s commander-in-chief if the country’s “national solidarity” or sovereignty were
deemed to be under threat.

Min Aung Hlaing invoked this clause when he staged the military coup on the grounds that
the NLD had committed fraud in the country’s general election in late 2020.

The state of emergency has already been extended for an additional year, and is set to
expire in February 2023. At this point, the junta chief could be forced from a role he
adopted with justification drawn from the 2008 Constitution, raising questions regarding the
lengths to which Min Aung Hlaing will go to retain his current level of power.

‘A way out’

A former member of the military-proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP)
speculated that Min Aung Hlaing’s recent visit to Nyaung Hna Pin signalled that he is looking
for “a way out” of the current tangled state of affairs.

Page 18 of 64


https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/after-myanmars-parallel-government-abolishes-militarys-constitution-protesters-burn-copies-in

In addition to concern around the upcoming expiration of the state of emergency, the
source doubted that the military would keep to its post-coup promise to hold elections in
August of next year and transfer power to the winning party.

“The current situation does not allow the opportunity for an election to take place. [Min
Aung Hlaing] can’t extend the state of emergency period anymore, either,” the individual
explained. “This means that the Constitution will be automatically repealed on February 1.
So he might want to hold the Nyaung Hna Pin [Convention] again.”

To prolong his rule, the former USDP member added, the coup leader would need a new
justification to continue to claim the right to oversee the executive, legislative and judicial
branches of government as the military’s state of emergency dictates.

“I think he is playing the election as a Plan B. It actually would have been fine if they had not
released information about his visit to Nyaung Hna Pin. Now his papers have reported on it
with a purpose,” the former USDP member told Myanmar Now.

Even if he were to become President following an election fixed by his own junta, Min Aung
Hlaing would ostensibly lose power in the new structure, said an ex-military officer who
served in the Thein Sein administration prior to the NLD’s election in 2015.

“His existing status might be better for him than what he would have with the outcome of
an election,” he commented, noting that the coup leader’s visit to Nyaung Hna Pin could
indicate that he is “thinking about constitutional amendments” that might allow him to
keep his position.

The drafting of a new constitution would create grounds for and a framework within Min
Aung Hlaing could extend his claims to authority.

Days before the coup, Min Aung Hlaing commented in a video conference with senior
instructors and officers at the National Defence College that the 2008 Constitution could be
abolished, a move that some interpreted as a suggestion that the military was prepared to
seize power if necessary.

He noted that there were a number of precedents for constitutional change in Myanmar’s
modern history.

“During the Revolutionary Council era, the 1947 Constitution was repealed. When the State
Law and Order Restoration Council came to power, the 1974 Constitution was abolished,”
he said.

Veteran lawyer Kyee Myint—who speculated that Min Aung Hlaing was plotting a coup amid
signs of political turmoil prior to the event—also dismissed suggestions that the junta chief
would submit to an election, likely favouring a constitutional shift instead.

“There won’t be an election. He himself wouldn’t even hold it. If it doesn’t happen, he won’t
need to justify his actions with the 2008 Constitution anymore,” the lawyer said.

Kyee Myint explained that the new charter would mean the junta chief would have the
opportunity to “reset.”
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“I feel like he wants to draft the Constitution again so that he can rule the country for the
rest of his life,” he said.
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Senior US State Dept Official Visits Thai Border, Discusses Ways to Aid Myanmar People
By THE IRRAWADDY | 10 June 2022

US State Department Counselor Derek Chollet visited a camp for Myanmar refugees and
met civil society groups in the Thai border town of Mae Sot on Thursday as part of his
Southeast Asian trip this week to discuss US efforts to support the Myanmar people.

From Thailand, Chollet will travel to Singapore and Brunei. At each stop, he will follow up on
the outcomes of last month’s US-ASEAN Special Summit in Washington and reaffirm the
commitment of the US to work with allies and partners to restore Myanmar’s path to
democracy, the State Department said.

In Thailand, Chollet has met with senior officials to discuss a range of bilateral and
multilateral issues, and also planned to meet with international humanitarian organizations,
civil society organizations (CSOs) and other stakeholders.

On Thursday, he visited Mae La Camp, a sprawling refuge camp in Tak Province that has
been sheltering more than 27,900 internally displaced Karen people from Myanmar since
1984. He asked about the residents’ situation and health status.

He then toured the Mae Tao Clinic, which has provided a health lifeline for Myanmar
refugees in Mae Sot and surrounding areas for decades. He met with clinic founder Dr.
Cynthia Maung on Thursday afternoon, along with other Karen, Mon and Shan CSOs, asking
them about the humanitarian crisis inside Myanmar.

Dr. Cynthia Maung said the counselor asked about the challenges in delivering cross-border
aid and how the US can assist more effectively.

“The ethnic CSOs raised issues on internally displaced people in ethnic areas, human rights
abuses [by the regime], ways of reducing the operational obstacles they face in delivering
aid and how we can collaborate with Thai healthcare programs on the border when carrying
out cross-border aid [efforts],” she said.

She added that she hoped the US counselor’s visit would help CSOs assisting Myanmar
people on the Thai border work more safely.

In Singapore, Chollet will attend the Shangri-La Dialogue and participate in a panel
discussion on the conflict in Myanmar with senior officials.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/senior-us-state-dept-official-visits-thai-border-
discusses-ways-to-aid-myanmar-people.html
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KIO Distributes Land In Hukawng Valley

10th June 2022

KIO Distributes Land In Hukawng Valley

The Kachin Independence Organisation (KIO), one of
Burma’s most powerful ethnic armed organisations
(EAO) fighting against the military regime, has
announced that it’ll redistribute many acres of land
STy oo in the Hukawng Valley along the Tanai-Ledo road
that it Ilberated from Yuzana Co Ltd, which had confiscated it for years.

After attacking several Yuzana businesses in Kachin State and taking the land from the
company, which is closely linked to the Southeast Asian’s nation’s military, the KIO formed a
land distribution committee in the affected villages in the Hukawng Valley in April last year.
According to a member of the committee in Nawng Mee, each family in the area will receive
five acres of land.

“1 think the KIO will distribute land to local people next year. The KIO told us that it’ll
distribute the land to the locals after forming a land distribution committee in each village in
the area,” the person told KNG, asking that his name not be published. The families who lost
their land to Yuzana because of the war will be given priority.

Another anonymous source from Nawng Mee wants the KIO to distribute the land to
everyone and not just those whose land was taken by Yuzana. “The distribution must be
equal and rich people shouldn’t get more land than other people. Everyone should get the
same amount. We want the KIO to distribute the land to the locals who really need it for
farming.” The EAO should carefully check the background of the recipients to ensure that
they’re from the region and follow a strict procedure, he said.

Since 2006, Yuzana has seized over 200k acres of land in the Hukawng Valley before the KIO
evicted the company from the area. The EAO warned to take action against anyone
appropriating the land after Yuzana was forced to stop operations in June 2021, a few
months after the military coup. Initially, some companies and others began to occupy the
vacant land. Prospectors began to mine gold around Jahtu Zup until October 2021, when the
KIO banned mining of the precious metal in the area and seized the other lands that had
been occupied by Yuzana after the exodus.

There are rumours that the KIO will demand $54 from the families for each of the 5 acres
offered.

The KIO has already distributed land to some conflict-affected people under a resettlement
programme, and others have received land in Hukawng and Shin Bway Yang districts, which
are part of the KIO’s control area, as part of its poppy substitution efforts.
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At the end of May, residents of 25 villages held a joint prayer ceremony in Wara Zup village
after receiving land from the KIO.

Yuzana had seized land in 25 villages in Hukawng, including Nawng Mee, Wara Zup, Jahtu
Zup, Awng Ra, Bangkok, Nam Maphit, Kawng Ra and Teing Kok.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/06/10/kio-distributes-land-in-hukawng-valley/

SSPP Refuses To Withdraw From Southern Shan State Camps
By SHAN - June 10, 2022

The Shan State Progress Party (SSPP) has until today, 10 June, to withdraw from three
camps between Monghsu and Tang Yang townships in southern Shan State. However, the
spokesperson for the ethnic armed organisation (EAO), Col Sai Hsu, said it’ll resist the Burma
Army’s (BA) order even if fighting breaks out when BA troops enter its territory.

“We simply cannot withdraw from these camps and will wait to see what happens on the
ground, where we’re ready to defend ourselves,” he said, explaining that the SSPP has been
in the areas along the Monghsu-Tangyan road for a decade.

SSPP/SSA soldiers inspect their territory.

“They’ve invited us to the peace talks in Naypyitaw
and at the same time are forcing us to withdraw from
our military camps just to cause problems.” Sai Hsu
said that fighting will surely break out if they refuse to
withdraw and that they’ll not be able to meet with
State Administration Council chair Snr Gen Min Aung
Hlaing in Burma’s capital, which the EAO has already

agreed to.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25098

The Right to Gaze, But Not to Access — Sad Story of Keng Tong Residents
By SHAN - June 10, 2022

A hydro power plant is built at the Keng Tong waterfall, a very beautiful and strong current
waterfall. The big electric poles and tower lines are connected from the power plant,
passing through the farms and mountains, to other cities in Myanmar.

This hydro power plant project has been running for nineteen years, and there are still many
villages which do not get access to electricity.

The Source of Electric Power for 19 Years Without Sufficient Power Supply
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Even though Keng Tong township is where the hydro power plant is operating, the nearby
residents have never had enough electricity.

“The capacity is insufficient. During the peak hours, we cannot use it. The generator used to
distribute power to Keng Tong is not a big one. So, the power is not enough for every
household. If possible, we would like to have enough electricity. We are the locals where
the hydro power plant is built and operating; however, we do not have enough power,” a
Keng Tong resident told SHAN.

The views of Keng Tong waterfall

During the 19 years of electricity
production, there are still some villages in
the areas where people do not have access
to electricity.

Among the villages which do not have
access to electricity are Nam Oum village,
Nar Pone village, and Nar Kaw village and they are in the outskirts of Keng Tong.

Photo by -SHAN

Twenty villages from the nearest township of Keng Tong township, like Langkhur District and
Mong Pan township, still do not have access to electricity.

“During the past 4 or 5 years, we had access to power. It could be the blackout or something
| do not know these days. The street lights are all without power. The capacity is so low that
the light is so dim — it cannot be used at all,” a woman resident from Keng Tong told SHAN.

According to the announcement of the military-owned television on 12 April 2022, there are
two hydro power plants at Keng Tong waterfall, the current in progress power plant is built
upstream of the waterfall and about 71.63 percent is done. After fully constructed, the plant
will produce about an additional 51 Megawatts.

The second hydro power plant was started in 2012-2013, and it can restore water in
140,000 acres of land.

According to the project implementation, this plant is planned to finish by 2021-2022.

The report released by the Shan Human Right Foundation and Shan environmental group in
2014 stated that the new hydro power plant is constructed about 14 miles away from the
city and if the dam is broken, many townships in Southern Shan State could be flooded.

“This current new power plant is built at Thet Mawk waterfall (the upstream of Keng Tong
waterfall). The nearby farmers are not allowed to farm because of the new power plant.
They built a new dam. | heard that the output electricity will be distributed to the triangle
regions, eastern Shan State. The electricity wires are all connected. The distribution line is
from Kholam township, and passes through the Salween river to the other side. The new
power plant will not be distributed to the local residents,” a Keng Tong resident, Sai Naw
(Not official name), told SHAN.
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The waterfalls in Keng Tong township are well-known to the local travelers in Shan State for
its strong current and beauty.

The Year Hydro Power Plant Started in Keng Tong Waterfall

Among the famous waterfalls in Keng Tong township, we cannot deny that Keng Tong
waterfall is famous for its strong current.

The first hydro power plant was built on the well-known strong current and environmentally
beautiful Keng Tong waterfall during the military government, General Than Shwe, on 15
February 2004.

Keng Tong waterfall

Keng Tong town is located in Mong Nai township,
Langkhur District, Southern Shan State.

During August 2020, it was stated on a Myanmar
electricity website page that the military junta is
building a hydro power plant on Nam Thein river,
and the output is distributed to some of the
townships in Southern Shan State and the military
offices in Taunggyi District.

According to the statement released by the government, the Keng Tong hydro power plant
was in use starting from 21 March 2019, and directly distributed to the Keng Tong regions,
and to other cities through the Nam Sang main distribution power plant.

Before Implementing the Power Plant, The Military Conducted “Four Cuts” Warfare in Shan
State

From 1996 to 1998, the military army was offensively attacking the newly formed Shan
armed resistance groups, and the residents who were living along the Nam Thein river were
targeted.

About 300,000 villagers from many villages in eleven townships were forced to move to the
relocation camps being set up by the military junta along the roadsides.

According to a report, a total of 70 women including a five years old girl were raped by the
military soldiers from Keng Tong region alone.

The military government conducted security clearance in the area, and started to
implement the Keng Tong hydro power plant according to an analysis of a local.

“It was related to the “Four Cuts” military warfare. It is possible that the military wanted to
make sure the locals did not protest against the power plant construction. Keng Tong is rich
with logs, and a dam is also there — it could be related. Ward No. (6) was a big village in the
past, but only 50 — 60 households are there now. They all fled to Thailand,” a Keng Tong
resident anonymously told SHAN.
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From 2005 to 2009, after the implementation of the hydro power plant construction, many
fled to Thailand — only 10 villages out of 50 remained. It was mentioned in one of the Shan
Human Right Foundation (SHRF) reports that three women in the area were raped and killed
by the military soldiers.

Those injustice incidents still remain unsolved and disappeared.

Before the hydro power plant construction, Keng Tong waterfall was very beautiful with its
green forest and environment.

7 waterfalls were flowing in the area, and it was one of the most attractive places where
people usually came and visited.

Currently, no water is flowing because of the dam and due to the deforestation in the area,
the weather condition has also changed drastically.

“We the residents do not have access to the electricity, we could only gaze at the electric
poles and tower lines passing through us. The only thing we get are deforestation and the
damage to our beautiful environment,” a Keng Tong resident who does not have access to
electricity expressed the sad feeling to SHAN.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25104
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