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‘No Mercy’ for Democracy Activists Sentenced to Hang, Myanmar Junta Says
By THE IRRAWADDY | 9 June 2022

Myanmar’s junta has vowed to carry out the death sentences of leading activists Ko Jimmy
and Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, despite widespread condemnation of the decision, both
internationally and locally.

The United Nations and a number of countries and other world organizations

has joined local groups in condemning the junta’s recent announcement that it had
approved death sentences handed to four anti-regime activists—including veteran
democracy activist Ko Jimmy (aka Kyaw Min Yu) and Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, a former lawmaker
from ousted State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s party—and called on the junta to
reverse the order.

Amid the condemnations, junta spokesman Zaw Min Tun said the activists would definitely
be executed, in a follow-up report by Radio Free Asia published on Tuesday, three days after
the order was confirmed.

“It [the executions] will definitely carry on. There won’t be mercy [for those sentenced to
death]. They have finished the appeal process,” the spokesman responded when asked
whether junta chief Min Aung Hlaing would consider issuing a stay of execution.

The junta on Wednesday night also aired details of how the pair came to be convicted and
sentenced to death for their anti-regime activities, in a move apparently aimed at winning
public support for the executions.

After being arrested in townships in which the junta has declared martial law, Ko Jimmy and
Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw were sentenced to death on terrorism charges in January by a military
tribunal for masterminding armed resistance operations in Yangon.

In imposing martial law, the junta transferred all executive and judicial authority to the head
of the relevant regional military command, meaning appeals to reverse the death sentences
can only be made to junta chief Min Aung Hlaing.

The two other men whose executions were approved are Hla Myo Aung and Aung Thura
Zaw, who were earlier sentenced to death for killing a woman who was an alleged military
informant.

A total of 114 prisoners have been sentenced to death since the coup, including students
and anti-coup activists—two of them minors. Of the 114, the four are the first to have their
sentences approved. The condemned prisoners were subjected to unfair trials, and denied
their legal rights to counsel and to defend themselves, for their roles in the revolutionary
movement against the junta.

“Min Aung Hlaing and his regime have already committed many unforgivable mistakes
against the whole of Myanmar’s society, from the coup itself to the arrests of elected
leaders to mass killings of citizens and more. The execution would be another unforgivable
mistake,” political analyst Naing Khit wrote recently.
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He warned that hanging the two popular figures, who are dear to many in Myanmar and are
regarded by the public as symbols of the ongoing anti-regime resistance, would certainly
escalate that resistance and bring about all-out war from all of the junta’s opponents as well
as the general public.

“Such a move will also lead to global condemnation and cement the junta’s reputation as
among the worst of the worst human rights abusers in Asia,” said Phil Robertson, deputy
director of US-based Human Rights Watch.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/no-mercy-for-democracy-activists-sentenced-to-
hang-myanmar-junta-says.html

Myanmar Junta Soldiers Tell Villagers to Run to Shoot Them Dead From Behind
By THE IRRAWADDY | 9 June 2022

Eleven civilians were killed when Myanmar junta soldiers told villagers hiding in a monastery
to run and shot them from behind in Myinmu Township, Sagaing Region, on Monday,
according to witnesses.

Around 150 soldiers raided Kan Phya village on Monday and shot dead male villagers, a
Myinmu Township People’s Defense Force (PDF) member told The Irrawaddy, quoting
witnesses.

“Junta soldiers asked three men to come out and told them to squat and put their hands on
their heads. They then asked some 80 other people to come out. They gunned down the
three men, telling the villagers to run and that they would shoot anyone who did not run.
They then separated men from the group and asked them to run between the burned
monastery and Myat Saw Nyi Naung pagoda. They counted to five and started shooting,” he
said.

Five men were gunned down and another man was injured in his thigh.

Junta troops looted food on Monday and told villagers hiding at the village monastery to
give them motorbikes to carry food. They shot dead a man when villagers refused to give
them motorbikes. Villagers were interrogated after a handgun was found in a motorbike,
leading to the shooting of villagers.

A Myinmu resident, who witnessed the shooting, said: “Two other men were killed when
junta troops torched the monastery. All of them were Kan Phya villagers.”

Two of the victims were around 50 and the rest were between 16 and 30, according to
Myinmu PDF, which cremated the bodies on Tuesday.

Villagers have since fled into forests and require food and medicine. PDFs are gathering
donations for food.

Junta troops also torched a hall at Myat Saw Nyi Naung pagoda as well as the monastery
and around 100 motorbikes from villagers.
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“I' have previously only seen those things in films in which people were told to run and shot
from behind. But we have seen it in the real world now. Junta soldiers are quite despicable
and cruel. We won't forgive them,” said the PDF member.

The troops are reportedly from the North Western Command based in Monywa and
currently deployed in San Tin Kin village in Myinmu.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-soldiers-tell-villagers-to-run-to-
shoot-them-dead-from-behind.html

Myanmar military destroys more than 100 houses in latest attack on Catholic village

The village of Chan Thar in Sagaing Region’s Ye-U Township has been raided 16 times since
last month, residents said

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Jun 9, 2022

I This house in Chan Thar was gutted by flames after an
attack by junta soldiers on May 7 (Supplied)

Regime forces destroyed more than 100 houses in the
predominantly Catholic village of Chan Thar in Sagaing
Region’s Ye-U Township on Tuesday, according to
residents.

= The village, which has been raided repeatedly since it
first came under attack on May 7, was formerly home to around 2,000 inhabitants living in
500 households. Most are currently in hiding.

Junta troops entered the village, located about 10km west of the town of Ye-U, at around
4pm on Tuesday and immediately started setting fire to the largest and most expensive
homes, locals said.

“They started setting fires from the northern part of the village all the way down to its
southern edge. Around 110 houses were destroyed. They did this deliberately, to
completely obliterate our village,” a local man said on Wednesday.

The military column of around 120 soldiers that carried out the attack left the village early
the next morning. Some villagers returned at around 7am to try to put out the fires,
according to the man.

He also noted that the soldiers appeared to have used some sort of highly flammable
material to ensure that the fires did the maximum amount of damage.

“The residue suggests that it was a kind of slime consisting of diesel fuel mixed with
chemicals,” he said, speaking to Myanmar Now on condition of anonymity.
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“Whatever it was, it was formed into slimy balls that burned for at least half an hour
without going out. They were attached to the walls of all the houses that were set on fire,”
he said.

According to the man, the village has been raided a total of 16 times since 21 houses were
destroyed there on May 7.

“Previously, they just took what they wanted and burned down a few houses,” he said,
describing Tuesday’s attack as the worst and most systematic so far.

There were also reports that two men were killed by regime forces in the village in January.

In March, junta troops raided Chaung Yoe, a Catholic village in Sagaing’s Taze Township,
setting fire to the pulpit and altar of its church and burning robes and other sacred items.

More than 300 houses were destroyed and a 55-year-old man and his son were shot and
killed during the raid, according to a Chaung Yoe resident.

According to the latest figures compiled by monitor group Data For Myanmar, nearly 19,000
houses have been destroyed by regime forces nationwide since last year’s coup. Of these,
almost 14,000 were in Sagaing Region alone, the group said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-destroys-more-than-100-
houses-in-latest-attack-on-catholic-village

PDF attempts seizure of junta police station following officer defection

The Pakokku-based resistance group attacks a police station and intercepts troop
reinforcements but is ultimately forced to retreat

Han Thit | Published on Jun 9, 2022

The Pakokku PDF’s first anniversary commemoration
on May 12 (PPDF)

A People’s Defence Force (PDF) chapter in Magway
Region’s Pakokku Township attacked a regional
police station on Wednesday but were forced to
withdraw before they were able to destroy the site,
members of the group said.

Resistance fighters ambushed the station in Kya Htoe village at 6:30am, but the arrival of

Myanmar army soldiers and members of the military-backed Pyu Saw Htee militia forced a
retreat.

An information officer for the Pakokku PDF said that a truck carrying 15 soldiers left the
village of Myit Chay for Kya Htoe in an attempt to stop the attack, joined by two more
vehicles from another village, Kamma, filled with troops and Pyu Saw Htee members.
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Kya Htoe is located nearly halfway between the 16km road connecting Myit Chay and
Kamma. Resistance fighters anticipated the reinforcements’ arrival and attempted to stop
them en route.

“We managed to attack the car coming from Myit Chay with explosive devices. We also
managed to attack a police car and a pick-up truck coming from Kamma as well,” the
Pakokku PDF spokesperson said.

W&  Ammunition and other items surrendered by a police
private from the Kya Htoe police station (MVRF)

Citing frontline sources, he said that some 20
~ soldiers were killed in the ambushes and 10 more
were injured and sent to Pakokku hospital.

Myanmar Now was unable to verify the reports of
/| casualties.

One of the vehicles made it to Kya Htoe, halting the
PDF’s efforts to destroy the police station, although it was reportedly severely damaged by
artillery fire.

“We planned to torch the station but one of the cars made it through the explosive devices
that we set up. They parked in front of the station and started to open fire,” the information
officer said.

A 24-year-old resistance fighter named Glock died after being shot three times, the PDF
spokesperson told Myanmar Now.

“He died while covering for the other members who were fleeing. The rest of the team
made it back safely,” he added.

Phyo Min Aung, a police private who had been posted in Kya Htoe, deserted the station on
June 3 and surrendered with his weapons and ammunition to the Myaung Villages
Revolution Front (MVRF), a resistance group based in neighbouring Sagaing Region’s
Myaung Township.

He was rewarded 10m kyat (nearly USS$5,400) by the MVRF for joining the anti-coup
movement.

Since his defection, junta forces had been more heavily stationed in the police post in the
village.

The Pakokku PDF previously carried out a lethal attack on troops outside the Myanmar
Economic Bank in the township on May 20, reportedly killing four soldiers.

On Tuesday, in Pauk Township—located west of Pakokku—a coalition that included the
Southern Pauk People’s Defence Force seized and torched another junta police station in
the village of Kaing Lel before junta reinforcements arrived by helicopter.
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Troops who had been stationed at the post in question were among those who had carried
out raids on area villages, according to locals and resistance fighters.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/pdf-attempts-seizure-of-junta-police-station-
following-officer-defection

Resistance Kills 20 Myanmar Junta Troops in Magwe: Claim
By THE IRRAWADDY | 9 June 2022

Around 20 Myanmar regime troops were reportedly killed in ambushes by the Yaw People
Defense Force (PDF) in Gangaw Township, Magwe Region, on Wednesday.

On Wednesday morning, PDFs ambushed a military detachment of 150 troops and Pyu Saw
Htee pro-regime militia members between Ye Hla and Hmawe Lal villages in the north of the
township.

The PDFs said they used landmines, heavy weapons and drones to attack.

An aerial Hyper UAV Force video from the ambush shows the troops being attacked with
bombs dropped by drones.

During 90 minutes of fighting about 15 regime troops were killed while many others were
wounded, said Yaw Regional PDF Alliance (YRPA).

It said five troops were also killed when PDFs ambushed the same military detachment
between Hmawe Lal and Yay Shin village in the afternoon.

The regime is largely confined to Gangaw town and struggles to control rural areas of the
township, Ko Yaw Lay, a YRPA leader, told The Irrawaddy on Thursday.

Currently, three military detachments are operating in the township.
“We are resisting troops without proper weapons and ammunition,” said Ko Yaw Lay.

He urged the civilian National Unity Government and ethnic armed groups to provide proper
weapons and commanders to the Yaw resistance.

The regime uses 120mm artillery, armored vehicles and helicopters against Yaw PDFs, which
are mostly armed with homemade weapons, said Ko Yaw Lay.

On Saturday, eight regime soldiers from a convoy of 70 troops were killed by YPDF mines in
Gangaw.

Between June 2 and 4, more than 120 houses were burned down when regime troops
torched five villages on the Pale-Gangaw highway in the township. Since then at least 15
civilians, including a disabled person, have been detained by junta soldiers.

The military regime is committing war crimes and crimes against humanity with arbitrary
arrests and killings, using human shields, shelling residential areas and looting and burning

Page 7 of 39


https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/pdf-attempts-seizure-of-junta-police-station-following-officer-defection
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/pdf-attempts-seizure-of-junta-police-station-following-officer-defection
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/local-resistance-force-kills-eight-junta-troops-in-myanmars-yaw-region.html?fbclid=IwAR3OSsQHdc0-6PEISYinl4yBil0RevnMRbETCpeJ3JAR-aTzwXZRV72ChCw

houses nearly every day, especially in Magwe and Sagaing regions and Chin, Kachin, Shan,
Kayah and Karen states.

The regime faces daily attacks from PDFs and ethnic armed groups across the country.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/resistance-kills-20-myanmar-junta-troops-in-
magwe-claim.html

Karenni Resistance Ambush Reportedly Kills 10 Myanmar Regime Soldiers
By THE IRRAWADDY | 9 June 2022

Around ten junta soldiers were reportedly killed on Tuesday when a column of 100 regime
troops was ambushed in Kayah State, southeast Myanmar by a combined force of Karenni
resistance groups. The column retreated on Wednesday.

Junta soldiers left the Kayah capital Loikaw around 8.30am on Tuesday heading for Moe
Bye, and were attacked by Karenni resistance fighters at noon by the Balu Chaung River in
Moe Bye.

The clash continued until 3.30pm, with the junta’s light Infantry Battalion 442 based in Moe
Bye and a regime battalion based in Loikaw supporting the column with artillery strikes.

“We ambushed junta reinforcements at noon. It is fair to say that the fighting was a little
fierce,” said an information officer of the Karenni Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF).

Around ten military regime soldiers died in the firefight and some resistance fighters were
also injured, according to the KNDF. The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the
casualties.

“They [the junta column] have retreated. Military tensions are running high and clashes can
happen any time,” the KNDF information officer told The Irrawaddy.

Six resistance units including People’s Defense Force (PDF) groups in Pekon and Moe Bye,
the Karenni Army, the KNDF and the Southern Shan Revolution Youth took part in the
fighting.

Moe Bye PDF fighters / Moe Bye PDF

Some 1,000 Moe Bye residents fled their homes
following the fighting, according to the Karenni
Human Rights Group. A woman was killed by a
junta artillery strike and two other civilians were
injured. A sick man died of shock caused by the
artillery strikes, according to the Moe Bye PDF.

An ethnic affairs analyst based in Myanmar said that the regime lacks the soldiers to launch
a large-scale military operation in Kayah, because it has had to reinforce its troops in
Rakhine and Shan states.
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“I think the military can’t carry out large-scale military operations for now. It will only
conduct small-scale operations to deter the KNDF and allied forces from advancing to
Loikaw and Moe Bye. Resistance forces are getting stronger in Kayah State and they have
armed themselves. But the regime can’t deploy additional troops. So it can only control
towns now, and they have lost control of transportation routes,” said the analyst.

During the rainy season, Kayah State is more likely to see ambushes and surprise attacks in
towns by Karenni resistance groups rather than a large-scale attack by the regime,
suggested military and ethnic affairs analysts.

There are more than 20,000 resistance fighters in Kayah State, with ten per cent of them are
armed with automatic assault rifles and the rest with homemade rifles, according to a
report One Year: The Momentum of Myanmar’s Armed Rebellion jointly published by the
Tagaung Institute of Political Studies and the US-based Wilson Center,

“Due to a lack of information and support from local people, the overstretched junta troops
will be unable to forcefully extend their sway beyond urban areas, only solidifying the areas
they currently control. In the upcoming rainy season, resistance forces will seek to forcefully
contest the junta’s control in urban areas, which will lead to intensified conflicts across the
Karenni theater,” stated the report.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/karenni-resistance-ambush-reportedly-kills-10-
myanmar-regime-soldiers.html

One Civilian Killed, Two Injured by the Junta Shelling in Moebye
By SHAN - June 9, 2022

One civilian was killed, and two more were injured because of the reckless shelling from the
military junta forces in Moebye township, Southern Shan State.

According to a resident, on 7 June 2022 around 7 A.M, Myanmar military junta started
shelling recklessly into where people live, and one man from the Moebye, Zay Kone village
was killed and two others were injured.

“One was killed, and two were injured. The one who was killed is a man from Zay Kone
village. They (SAC) forces fired shelling to everywhere, we are not safe anywhere, and the
shelling is still ongoing,” the above resident quoted.

A civilian was injured from military junta shelling

The SAC soldiers are firing their weapons from Nyaung Wine village
into where people are living, and the residents are now packing so
that they can flee from the area whenever needed.

“Some are now preparing to flee. No one is leaving from the area yet
for now. The bullets are coming from everywhere. People Defense
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Force (PDF) is trying its best to inform the locals to relocate to a safe place,” the above
resident added.

When SHAN contacted the local PDF force regarding the current situation in the area, it has
been confirmed that clashes between the Myanmar army and local PDF occurred but
declined to explain the detail situation on the ground.

Civilian property damaged by military junta shelling

“It’s confirmed that clashes occurred. The gun fight is
still ongoing on the ground, it is not convenient to
make a detail report at this time. One thing | would
like to tell the residents is that please try to move to
a safe place as of now,” one local PDF member told

~ SHAN.

Moebye Rescue Team also reminded the residents
not to leave their home, and that if they are injured, they can contact the team for help.

KNDF also announced that the Myanmar military junta is deploying more troops into
Phaikhun township, Loikaw township, and Demawso township.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25089

Two civilians killed in day-long clash in southern Shan State

The two elderly victims died after the wards where they were living in the town of Moebye
came under heavy artillery fire

Esther J | Published on Jun 9, 2022

The bodies of two elderly villagers killed by junta
shelling in southern Shan State’s Moebye
Township on June 7 (Supplied)

A full day of fighting in southern Shan State’s
Moebye Township left two elderly residents
dead on Tuesday after junta forces opened fire
on residential areas with artillery fire.

According to Aung Min, a battalion commander
with the Moebye People’s Defence Force (PDF), anti-regime forces clashed with a column of
around 200 junta troops from 8am to 5pm on Tuesday.

None of the resistance groups involved in the fighting suffered any casualties, but a number
of regime soldiers were killed by sniper fire, he said.

“They were staying close to civilians near Nyaung Waing, so we decided to stick to using
snipers to attack them,” he told Myanmar Now.
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The column was travelling from Kone Thar, a village in Karenni (Kayah) State’s Loikaw
Township, to Nyaung Waing, a ward in the town of Moebye, when it came under repeated
attack from an alliance of Karenni resistance groups active in the area.

The fighting ended when the military withdrew from Moebye in the evening, according to
Aung Min. The anti-regime groups began clearing the area after that, he added.

An official from a local social welfare group said that two people—a woman from Moebye’s
Zay Kone Ward and a man from Pwei Kone Ward (1), both in their 60s—were killed by the
military’s shells during the battle.

The woman suffered a direct hit, while the man died of a heart attack upon hearing the
shells detonate, the official said.

“Some people were sheltering at the local monastery, but not many had fled the area
completely,” he said, explaining that the two victims were in their own homes at the time of
their death.

“From what | heard, the military was firing both heavy and light weapons almost non-stop,”
he added.

Several Moebye locals confirmed that a petrol station was also destroyed during the battle.

According to Aung Min, resistance forces detained three men dressed as civilians in Moebye
on Tuesday on suspicion of being junta scouts.

The groups that took part in the fighting included the Karenni Nationalities Defence Force
(KNDF), a coalition of local groups known as United Revolution Front, and forces under the
direct command of Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government (NUG).

In addition to the Moebye PDF, the NUG-backed groups included the Pekhon PDF and the
Southern Shan Revolution Youth (SSRY) group, according to a statement released by the
SSRY.

The SSRY also fought alongside the KNDF and the Karenni Army during clashes with junta
forces near Daw Tar Naw, a village in Loikaw Township’s Loilin Lay village tract, last Friday.

The KNDF reported that one of its members was killed in the fighting near Daw Tar Naw,
and that the military also destroyed one of its bases on Sunday.

More than 200,000 ethnic Karenni civilians have been displaced by clashes in Karenni State
and parts of southern Shan State since fighting began in the region last year, according to
the Karenni Civil Society Network.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/two-civilians-killed-in-day-long-clash-in-southern-
shan-state
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Monsoon Season Expected to Give Myanmar’s Anti-Junta Rebels a Boost

Zsombor Peter

File - The sky over monsoon. Myanmar
Monsoon

BANGKOK — Myanmar’s nascent monsoon
season is likely to give rebels fighting to oust
the country’s military junta an edge as heavy
rains bog down the army’s ground forces and
hobble its air support for the next few
months, analysts say.

Every May to October, Asia’s southwest monsoon washes across much of Myanmar, pouring
most of the country’s rainfall for the year in a few sodden months. Paved roads wash out
while dirt ones turn to muddy mires, making parts of the country much tougher to reach.
Low and heavy cloud cover limits travel by air.

Zachary Abuza, a National War College professor in Washington who studies Southeast
Asia’s insurgencies, says that means trouble for Myanmar’s large, mechanized military.

“The past few days, we’ve seen these very large armed convoys, 100 trucks, 120 trucks,
carrying troops into regions. That may not be possible during the wet season. Even armor,
tracked armor has limits to what it can do,” he told VOA Friday.

U

By contrast, he added, “the heavy rains tend to be much better for fleet-footed guerrillas.’
Stuck in the mud

Myanmar’s military has been fighting with hundreds of guerrilla groups, so-called people’s
defense forces, on multiple fronts since it toppled the country’s democratically elected
government early last year, sparking nationwide revolt. Some PDFs have allied with a
shadow National Unity Government of ousted lawmakers, others with so-called ethnic
armed organizations, ethnic minority-led armies that have been fighting with the military for
autonomy along the country’s borders for decades.

Rights groups say the junta has killed at least 1,900 people since the coup and accuse the
military of a scorched-earth campaign that has left thousands of families homeless or
displaced. The junta disputes the casualty figure and claims to be fighting terrorists with
proportionate force to restore peace and order.

Abuza said the military is doing the bulk of its fighting with about a dozen overstretched and
undermanned light infantry divisions shuttling from one hotspot to the next, but will find
that harder to do as the monsoon swells.

“In heavy rains their ability to quickly move troops from one front to another is really
limited. Heavy rains can also really restrict the air mobility, especially helicopters,” used to
ferry troops around the country, he said.
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Myanmar’s grassroots resistance, propped up by the local communities they have sprung
from, have few such worries, he added.

“The PDFs are local,” said Abuza. “They’re not moving around the country. They’re all based
within a township, and so they’re guerrilla fighters in their backyards. They don’t have
trucks, they don’t have helicopters, they don’t have armored personnel carriers. At best
they’re moving around on motorbikes.”

Kim Jolliffe, an independent researcher on conflict and security in Myanmar, who now lives
in Thailand but has lived intermittently in Myanmar, agreed.

The rainy season “disadvantages whoever’s most reliant on the movement of people and
food and other materials,” he told VOA.

“Overall, it suits the resistance forces more.”

Abuza, Jolliffe and others say the next few months could prove a watershed moment in
what has become a grinding war of attrition.

In a recent Asia Times article, Bangkok-based security analyst Anthony Davis said the rains,
by shrinking the military’s effective footprint, could help resistance forces pivot from
months of defense to a phase of “strategic equilibrium” in which “their survival is assured,
and their consolidation and development becomes the order of the day.”

Control and consolidate

Fragmented and heavily outgunned, resistance forces remain confined for the most part to
the countryside. The military still holds most towns and cities.

Jolliffe said he doubts the resistance will manage to take much new territory over the next
few months, even with the monsoon’s help. However, he said it will use the downturn in
military raids and offensives to consolidate control of what it does hold and reassert itself
where it’s been driven out.

“There are a lot of areas where the resistance forces can’t stay for a long time because if
they do the Myanmar military will come through and burn everything and kill everybody
who’s left,” he said. told VOA.

“The absence of that means that the resistance will be able to start visiting villages where it
hasn’t spent as much time, engage with the local people, do trainings, do political
awareness programs, establish its justice system ... open up schools again, potentially start
facilitating primary health care services, and do things like that in areas where it wasn’t able
to do those before,” he said.

That in turn, he added, will make it that much tougher for the military to take, or take back,
those areas once the rains stop.

On top of that, Jolliffe said, “the Myanmar military has never been this weak probably at
least since the 1950s, so there’s very little to suggest that a sudden resurgence is on the
cards.”
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A heavy toll

Public boycotts, tax dodgers, mass strikes and international sanctions targeting the military’s
businesses are believed to be taking a heavy toll on the regime, all while a cross-country
rebellion is stretching its police and soldiers thin and driving up reports of desertions and
defections.

That’s not to say the junta is losing, or that it necessarily will, analysts insist.

“As brutal and awful and incompetent as the Myanmar military can be, the fact is they will
always have more resources than the NUG,” Abuza said, adding that the resistance will not
win, if it ever does, in a head-to-head showdown with the military.

“What they can do with their PDFs, with their affiliated EAOs, is hollow the military out
through defections, through casualties, attrition, through just low morale and [military
personnel] not wanting to fight,” he added.

That, Abuza said, will take more than a few rainy months.

https://www.voanews.com/a/monsoon-season-expected-to-give-myanmar-s-anti-junta-
rebels-a-boost-/6609743.html

RCSS Prepares Attack Against SSPP In Southern Shan State

By Network Media Group | Tuesday, June 7, 2022

il 3 P Ozt < Following a meeting for so-called peace talks with
e ;‘t“f‘ B \ regime leaders in Naypyidaw, the Restoration Council

PN %y N | % of Shan State (RCSS) is reportedly mobilising its

By ﬁ::zﬁ;f b troops to launch a major military offensive against

= the Shan State Progress Party (SSPP) in southern Shan
State, according to information posted on the SSPP’s
official Facebook group.

o A, T o
“They (RCSS) have been preparing troops to attack us since May. Three military columns of
RCSS started to enter our SSPP territory yesterday...They’re marching into an area from
which the Burma Army (BA) ordered us to withdraw two months ago,” an unnamed SSPP
officer said on Facebook. The officer pointed out how important the area is for the ethnic

armed group.

ACSS

According to the statement, an RCSS column led by Sai Mya, Sai Kar Lane and Sai Leng is
marching towards Nawng Liang, which lies between Pinlon (Panglong) and Laikha. A second
column led by Sai Hseng Wan and Khu Htee is moving towards Wan Sein, which is north of
the Wan Pan People’s Militia Force (PMF) area. And a third column is moving towards
Kunhing, Mong Lame and Nawng. All these areas are currently under the control of the
SSPP.
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In the statement, the SSPP officer said that although they don’t want to fight the RCSS,
they’re preparing for a fight. “We need to understand who the enemy is. They (RCSS) are a
revolutionary force like us. | think they’ve lost (sight) of the common enemy. And that’s why
they want to fight us, which is bad for everyone.”

Last April, the SSPP reported a troop build-up of BA, RCSS and PMF troops at the foot of
Sanin Mountain in Pinlon (Panglong) Township, Loilem District, where the group maintains
its camp.

NMG was unable to reach the RCSS spokesperson for comment by press time.

Earlier, the SSPP and the Ta’ang National Liberation Army attacked the RCCS in northern and
southern Shan State.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/06/09/19476

WHO Worker Shot Dead in Myanmar’s Mon State
By THE IRRAWADDY & AFP | 9 June 2022

A driver for the World Health Organization in Myanmar has been shot dead, his employer
said, adding that the circumstances of the killing were not yet clear.

Myo Min Htut was killed on Wednesday night while riding his motorbike home after work in
Mawlamyine Township in Mon State, the WHO said in a statement.

“We are all deeply saddened by his tragic death and extend our deepest condolences to the
family of our colleague,” the WHO said on Facebook.

However, a local resistance force, the People’s Defense Organization Mawlamyine, claimed
responsibility for the killing in a statement released on Wednesday. It alleged that the victim
was a regime informer who had blackmailed the families of striking government staff and
was a relative of Lieutenant-General Aung Lin Dwe, the secretary of the junta’s ruling body.

The Irrawaddy couldn’t independently verify the accusations.

Deadly clashes have ravaged swathes of Myanmar since the country’s military staged a coup
in February 2021.

Almost 2,000 civilians have died in a subsequent brutal crackdown on dissent, according to a
local monitoring group.

Myo Min Htut served as a driver for nearly five years, the organization said.

In December, two staff members of international aid group Save the Children were killed in
a Christmas Eve massacre of more than 30 people that was blamed on Myanmar junta
troops.

Their burnt bodies were found on a highway in the eastern state of Kayah.
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https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/who-worker-shot-dead-in-myanmars-mon-
state.html

UN condemns killing of WHO staff member in Myanmar
Source: Xinhua| 2022-06-09 |Editor: huaxia

YANGON, June 9 (Xinhua) -- The United Nations (UN) on Thursday condemned the killing of
a staff member of the World Health Organization (WHQO) in southeastern Myanmar.

Ramanathan Balakrishnan, the UN Humanitarian Coordinator in Myanmar, called for all
parties and stakeholders to respect the neutrality of the UN and humanitarians and to
protect the rights and safety of civilians.

Myo Min Htut, who worked for the WHO as a driver for nearly five years, was shot dead
while riding his motorcycle in Myanmar's southeastern city of Mawlamyine on Wednesday
evening.

In April 2020, a staff member of the WHO was also killed while driving a vehicle carrying
COVID-19 samples in Myanmar's western Rakhine state.

https://english.news.cn/asiapacific/20220609/88b6falec43747d2bf3e25126779373f/c.html

Don’t help the junta rewrite history

JUNE 9, 2022

Min Aung Hlaing’s power grab made Myanmar’s
COVID-19 Delta outbreak in mid-2021 even worse.
Military doctors should not be given an
international platform to claim credit for containing
the virus.

Regime propaganda comes in many forms. Its
crudeness usually makes it easy to spot, but on rare
occasions it can be more sophisticated.

In one recent example, pro-regime bias was seemingly too subtle for the editors at a
prestigious academic journal, BMC Tropical Medicine and Health.

A letter to the editor published in the journal on March 11 claimed that “timely containment
measures implemented by the government were important to reduce the transmission as
observed in the third wave of COVID-19 epidemic in Myanmar”.

The authors of the letter failed to mention that the “government” in question was an
illegitimate military regime. There was no reference either to the February 1, 2021, military
coup that toppled the democratically elected National League for Democracy government.
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Myanmar was already ill-equipped for the Delta wave, but in a range of ways the military
power grab further weakened its ability to respond to the virus.

In the immediate aftermath of Min Aung Hlaing’s power grab, tens of thousands of medical
staff went on strike, refusing to work under a military regime. When the wave hit, hospitals
had few staff to care for patients, and many were turned away.

Similarly, many of the volunteers who had played such an integral role during the first and
second waves were unwilling to cooperate with the regime. Donations to the public health
response dried up. The coup also disrupted Myanmar’s vaccination drive prior to Delta’s
arrival. The regime then cracked down on volunteer groups of striking doctors trying to help
those sick with the virus, and requisitioned precious supplies of oxygen for state health
facilities.

None of this context is mentioned in the letter. But it’s not like it was a secret: all the editors
of BMC Tropical Medicine and Health had to do was spend five minutes on Google.

The authors of the piece claim that the “stay at home” orders issued by the regime’s
Ministry of Health were effective in helping to contain the virus.

They cite the ministry’s data for confirmed cases and deaths, and Google COVID-19
Community Mobility Reports as evidence.

But the ministry’s data is wholly unreliable. Many people who were infected tested
themselves at home, without going to a government facility, and most were never tested at
all. This was clear from a graph in the piece, which showed that testing was very low during
the outbreak and only increased in September, after the outbreak had passed.

Tragically, hundreds of thousands of people likely died in their own homes due to a lack of
available medical care. Most of these cases or deaths were not counted.

This is not hyperbole. By comparing reported COVID-19 deaths with burial
figures, Frontier has previously that there were more than 30,000 excess deaths in
Yangon in July and August 2021 — almost 10 times the official number.

While the regime was busy claiming “success” for is COVID response, the relatives of these
30,000 people were mourning the loss of loved ones — at least some of whom died because
the military coup left Myanmar so poorly prepared.

The disingenuousness of the authors is also clear from the fact they cite school closures as
one of the “government adopted containment measures” that supposedly helped to stop
the virus. Yes, the regime closed schools in response to Delta, but barely 10 percent of the
student population was attending classes anyway, because of the mass boycott of the

’ “

junta’s “slave education” system.

Google’s mobility data does indeed show a decline shortly after stay-at-home orders were
introduced, but this should not imply causation. To their credit, the authors concede that
the decline in population movement outside the home may not only be due to “high
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enforcement of the restrictions by the government”, but also that “concern about the
severity of diseases might reduce the mobility of people”.

Take it from those who were there: people stopped going out for a simple reason — because
they were sick themselves, taking care of family members, or fearful of catching the virus at
a time when the health system had collapsed.

The lucky few who escaped infection did so by remaining at home of their own accord, not
because the regime instructed them to. Case numbers went down only when herd immunity
was reached, and there were few people left to infect.

The narrative that the regime’s containment measures worked also makes little sense when
research has shown that one of the in a successful pandemic
response is trust in the government. Trust is not something typically associated with a
military regime that comes to power illegally by toppling a popular administration, deploys
deadly violence against unarmed protesters and then uses every tactic imaginable (and
some unimaginable) to brutalise a population into submission.

How this escaped the editors at BMC Tropical Medicine and Health is baffling.

The article is a letter to the editor, which the publication as “a brief report that is
within the journal’s scope and of particular interest to the community, but not suitable as a
standard research article”. Not every published letter is peer reviewed — it is at the editors’
discretion, the journal says. But that is no excuse for publishing an article clearly designed to
downplay the devastating outbreak and promote an illegitimate regime.

If nothing else, what should have alerted the journal’s editors that something was amiss was
the affiliation of the authors. Thirteen of the 17 co-authors work at military facilities,
including the Defence Services Medical Academy in Mingaladon, the 500-bed military
hospital in Meiktila, and the Defence Services Medical School in Hmawbi. The four
remaining co-authors are from the Ministry of Health, now firmly under regime control.

While letters to the editor are not always peer reviewed, the authors have to declare any
competing interests. The journal a non-financial competing interest could be political,
personal, religious, ideological, academic or intellectual. None of the authors declared any
competing interest, despite the significance of their affiliation with the military.

The letter is a warped retelling of Myanmar’s Delta wave — one that bears little semblance
to reality, but suits the agenda of the regime. It should never have been published in a
prestigious academic journal, and disrespects the many people who lost their lives during
Myanmar’s greatly under-reported deadly Delta wave.

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/dont-help-the-junta-rewrite-history/
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